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AGVA Opposition Threatens Merger Truman ‘Rewrites’ H’wood Scripting 1) 


AAUID 














Of Eastern Unions and Tele Setup 





Consolidation of eastern actor? 


ynions and the formation of a 
combined setup to represent per- 
formers in television, both of which 
looked imminent a couple of weeks 
ago, may collapse. Two-fold project, 


favored by all the other affiliates | 


of the parent Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America, is threatened 
by opposition of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. 

Day-long meeting on the subject 
was held by the 4A’s board last 
Friday (14), with Dewey Barto, 
AGVA executive-secretary, con- 
ducting a violent attack on the 
legality of the plan under the 
parent organization’s constitution. 
Jonas Silverstone, AGVA attorney, 
was also present at the session and 
supported Barto. Another meeting, 
which may produce a complete 
breakup of the dual project, is 
slated for next Monday (24). 

The prcposed merger of eastern 
unions involves Equity, the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, 
Chorus Equity and the American 
Guild of Musical Artists. AGVA, 
which was in process of reorgani- 
zation when the plan was worked, 
has been invited to join the unifi- 
cation, but has refused to do so. 
The Screen Actors Guild has also 

Continued on page 52) 


Radio City Music Hall 
As Pattern for Revue 
Prepped for Video 


McCann-Erickson ad agency, in 
collaboration with some of the top 
creative personnel of the Radio 





Music Hall, N. Y., is prepping one | 


of the major musical-variety shows 
for television, with likelihood that 

® may grab it for a bigtime 
entry into video. 


Agency execs will make an of-| 


ficial presentation to the Esso peo- 
ple next Monday (24), with a pre- 
inary audition taking place last 
ursday (13). Half-hour weekly 
show, with a top talent nut, will 
called “Radio City Revue;’ and 
while no attempt will be made to 
reproduce the Music Hall stage 
Ows (since the Music Hall has 
put itself on record nixing any such 
Continued on page 52) 


506 Inaugural Deficit 
As 20% Tax Sticks 


C ., Washington, Jan. 18. 
\ senna handling the Presi- 
he na Inaugural stands to be 
oKed for a $50,000 deficit at the 





oes of this week due to Congress’ | 
xing of a bill to lift the 20% | 


amusement tax from tab ; 
é s for the 
baer Parade, “gala” and dress 


bined’. for the three affairs were 
Pectati ° cover costs with the ex- 
would te that the regular tax 
ect waived. A coalition of 
enate => Democrats in the 
Move t oddayr { beet defeated the 





'Shuberts Into Video 


The Shuberts make their entry 


|into television soon with a video 
adaptation of the  once-famed 
“Ziegfeld Midnight Frolics’” shows. 


the show to go on the NBC-TV web 
| by NBC veepee John F. Royal. 

| Plans call for the show’s 
| tern to remain elastic, with the 
| format to be developed. John 
Shubert, son of J. J. Shubert, is to 
| work with NBC on the venture. 
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Heiman Registers 
~ As D.C. Lobbyist 
In Equity Snar! 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Marcus Heiman, head of United 
Booking Office and operator of 
| Washington’s National theatre, reg- 
istered as a lobbyist here last Fri- 
day (15), so that he could carry to 
Congress his side of the row with 
Actors Equity. The National end- 
ed its legit career last summer 
when Equity refused to let its 
/members perform 





|Negroes were refused admission. | 


White film theatres in Washington, 
with a single exception, also bar 
Negroes. 

| Heiman promptly sent to all 
members of Congress the message 
he sent to the theatre’s patrons last 


_October, in which he stated: “Our | 


(Continued on page 55) 





Peron ‘Citizenship’ Idea 


~ Won't Affect US. Filmers 


| 
| Buenos Aires, Jan. 18. 
| Assurances from the Argentine 
|foreign ministry that President 
|Peron’s “forced citizenship” plan 
‘would not apply to U. S. citizens 
here on business has eased the ten- 
sion existing among American film 
execs. Originally, the new citizen- 


ship policy would have forced all | 
‘residents in Argentina over two 


| years either to become naturalized 
|or leave the country. 

| Foreign managers of the major 
-U. S. film companies, several of 
whom have lived here for 10 years 


their next step. If they stayed, 
they would have had to give up 
their U. S. citizenship, and if they 
‘left, they might have been out of a 
job. Pleas for help from the 
American business colony in 
Argentina spurred the U. S. Em- 
bassy here to ask for a clarifica- 
tion. Although the latest ruling 


has not been formally put on rec- 
ord, it’s regarded as being in force. 


With ‘Ziegfeld Frolics’ 


Deal was set with Lee Shubert for | 


pat- | 


there because | 


or more. were in a dilemma over | 





CIGNING NEAR As Pix Lean to Social Significance 


{ 
' 
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Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley, from all indications, has | 
scored his most notable coup, with | 
Bing Crosby reported as latest of 
the stars to latch on to “Paley’s 
Comet.” 

Out of the three-network jockey- | 
ing for Crosby’s services that’s 
been operating in high gear during | 
the past week, with Paley and 
ABC prexy Mark Woods among 
those on hand to major-domo the 
maneuvers, it looks like Paley 
| alone is emerging triumphant. No- 
| body’s talking about it in any posi- 
tive fashion—for Hollywood ap- 
| pears to have learned its les- 
son on the _ penalty of 24- 
sheeting capital gains 
vers and thus inviting D. C. 


| 


| 


maneu- | 


repercussions—but unimpeachable | 


sources disclose that El Bingo is 
practically in Paley’s backyard. 

| As far as Paley and CBS are} 
concerned, this one is his great-| 
|est achievement, for not only is a 
| Crosby radio-television deal in- 
| volved, but the contractual intric- 
| Continued on page 52) 


| 





Menjou Will Hit Gabfest 
Trail Next October With 
| ‘Spotlighting Hollywood’ 


Adolphe Menjou will hit the 
| platform circuit for the first time 
| next fall, when he tours the north- 
| west for Columbia Lecture Bureau 
| from mid-October through the end 





|of November. He'll talk on “Spot- 
lighting Hollywood.” 


Columbia 


also has a six-week option on om 


‘services for the spring of 1950. 
The lecture bureau, of which Ar- | 


thur Judson is prez and Edna Gie-| 


sen director, has several other 
show biz and literati names in- 
cluded in its lineup for the 1949- 
50 season, including legit producer | 
'Cheryl Crawford, stage designer | 
David Ffolkes, monologist Mary | 
|Hutchinson, ballad singer Grace 
| Albert, radio scripter Robert Shaw, 
‘commentator Quincy Howe and 
‘war analyst Hanson Baldwin. 





Skolsky Packaging Pic 
On Cantor; WB Deal Cold 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
| Sidney Skolsky, Hollywood col-| 
umnist who packaged “The Jolson | 
Story” for Columbia Pictures, is | 
currently doing a similar job on| 
the “Eddie Cantor Story.” Latter | 
pie, originally scheduled for War-. 
ner Bros., has been cancelled by. 
the Burbank lot, due to Jack War- | 
ner’s belief that a $2,000,000 film | 
at this time is risky. x 

Cantor and Skolsky plan to wait! 
until late spring, when conditions 
might improve, and then cast and | 
produce it themselves. Pic would 


be released via a deal with one of | 


the majo. distribs. 





| Eugene Howard Mulling 


Comeback as a Single 


Eugene Howard, who split with 
his brother Willie in their standard 
comedy act some years ago, is con- 
sidering making a comeback as a 
single. Willie Howard died last 
week in New York. 

Howard reveals that he would 
play only clubdates, doing oldtime 
songs. He’s now 67. 


Film Chieftains 
Study Hay:orth 
Situation in Fla. 





L’affaire Rita Hayworth report- | 
important 


edly is occupying an 


| place on the agenda of the current 


meeting of major company presi- 
dents in Miami Beach. Violent re- 
action around the world to Miss 
Hayworth’s heavily-publicized on- 


the-fly amours with Prince Aly | 


Khan is_ highly-disturbing and 
somewhat confounding to the in- 


| dustry’s top brass. 


Hayworth case alone would be 
taken in stride by the company 


| prexies, meeting under the chair- | 


(Continued on page 55) 


Tele Shapes ’Em 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Television is furthering one good 
purpose, particularly among the 
non-film radio stars. It’s getting 
them into good physical shape. 
There is intensive reducing of 





‘the jowls going on, all in prepara- | 
tion of the iconoscope’s cruel close- , other 


up on personalities. 


+ President Truman’s re-election 
| is making a decided differ- 
| ence in what American audi- 
;ences will see on their the- 
|atre screens during the next 
|four years. The election of last 


| November has turned Hollywood 


production trends away from a 
| steady diet of semi-documentary 
| mellers, innocuous romance and 
musical biogs towards inclusion in 
| studio slates of pictures smacking 
‘of “social significance.” 

The two months since the bal- 
| lots were counted give clear efi- 
dence of the change which has 
|taken place in the thinking of 
studio chieftains. Best indication, 
however, is signalized in 20th-Fox’s 
purchase last week of Lesser Sam- 
| uels’ “No Way Out.” Bert Bloch, 
20th-Fox’s story editor, declared 
flatly in New York this week that 
the yarn would not have been pur- 
| chased by the company six months 
ago. 

Story is of the difficulties of a 
,/young Negro doctor in a medical 
world dominated by whites. The 
| virtually fabulous price paid by 
| Fox for the original story—$87,000 
| —indicates that there was consider- 


Continued on page 52) 





Radio Backs Immunity 
_ Bill For Reporters With 


Albany, Jan. 18. 

Radio organization reps are 
,pressing for passage of a bill in 
the New York State Legislature 
which would grant all reporters 
immunity against disclosure of 
sources of information. It is the 
first time air commentators and 
/newscasters have Seen recognized 
as being on equal footing with 
journalists. Eleven other 


(Continued on page 47) 


| Air Gabbers Included 
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Film Biz Took a Skid in 1948's Third | Wilke Howard 
Quarter, SEC Survey Discloses ; ) 


y NAT KAHN 
Washington, Jan. 18. + 
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“Whatever goes up must come down.” 
That’s the way Willie Howard philosophized the occasion when he 
| saw his name ge up in lights for the first time. But to the last he re. 
Despite the optimism of the, : mained a headliner. 

Mars cel 2 ore and the | P alm Springs Snowed Howard's death last week, at 62, removed from the show biz scene 

‘csi business of| Fatt Springs, Cal., Jan. 18. a performer who had been reared in the best tradition of the theatre 
SanNRS tek SOS S| Palm Springs biz has been ss The passing years hadn’t dimmed his wit, his showmanship, his flair 
the film studios and Br as sloughed by snow and cold. A a | for the split-second ming that ~— the model for all performers. He 
tion affiliates did skid in the ird | few ople who never saw ‘ was truly “the com an’s comedian.” 
quarter of 1948. It fell below the | snow before are getting a kick To millions of theatregoers Howard symbolized the little fellow who 
second quarter and also below the| out of snowball fights, but the } | was confounded by the world’s complexities. And he was, by nature, 
hotels aren’t having any fun. | | always a picture’ of abject humility. He never fully realized the great 

















corresponding third quarter of) Rooms are available every- 4 | | Scope of-his talent. 

1947. | where and some of the lesser ae : (erm Oriya week ago a revue in which he had been starred, until his 
The figures were contained in a| __hostelries haven't even a single 345th Week! ‘fatal illness, opened on Broadway. It was at the Philadélphia tryout | 

survey of sales data released last customer, 3,529 Performances — a month ago of “Along Fifth Avenue” that Howard became ill and en. | 
, securiti ia excrement -time long run record in ne tere e N. Y¥. hospital where ne aie as ednesday ; 

week by the Securities and Ex | All-ti I d the tered the N. Y. h tal wh he died last Wednesday (12) 

y oe : \legitimate theatre. | Willie Howard made several million dollars during his career of 


KEN MURRAY'S more than 50 years, yet he died broke. Of his fabulous earnings, it’s 
" | estimated by friends that he gambled away more than a million. Yet 


‘ o ? “BLACKOUTS OF 1949” even at the very last, when complications of which he died eventual 
What Price Glory For El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. +.) their toll, he earned a headliner’s salary. But bookmakers, shes 


change Commission. Seven corpo- Pic Names to Tour In 


rations—C olumbia, Monogram, 
RKO, Republic, 20th, Universal 
and Warners—had net operating 








*,| And now in world-wide release | shooters and hangers-on all found him a ready mark. He trusted every- 
ie Sagi velar iiongne liens “on Purple Heart Benefit “BILL AND COO” one and constantly found excuses for friends who were proven other- 
third quarter of last year. This) Los Angeles, Jan. 18. | Ken Murray's wie. : 
was off nearly $8,000,000 from the | John Ford is passing up film pro- Academy Award Film | 4G as a Single | 
second quarter biz of $145,253,000; | duction for the nonce to round-up | As a single he earned as much as $4,000 a week in theatres, and when 
and more than $10,000,000 back of | greed f e | he was teamed with his brother Eugene, the salary was as high as 
the $147,436,000 rolled up during | * troupe of Hollywood on. eyes 0 ] ewsree | $5,000. Willie and Eugene amicably split their stage partnership in 
F a stage production of “What Price | 1940 in an arrangement by which Willie insisted that Eugene share in 
the third quarter of 1947. 'Glory,” with all proceeds to be | |his brother’s salary. But too often Willie was in debt, and Eugene re- 


'veals that he had to lend money to Willie. 


Coverage For | Willie Howard’s audience appeal was basic. A thin, hooked nose, 
sallow cheeks framed by a shock of unruly hair—these were his basic 
physical accoutrements. Around these he built pieces of business 

that had lasting, universal appeal. He always whammed his audience 


, ° A ent with a shrug of the shoulders, a delayed “take,” or that look of per- 
tal. No Par figures at all were’), Brown functioning as producer The Inaugural plexity that overcame him when a “situation” confronted him. 


shown. and Ralph Murphy as_ director. Howard started in show business at 14 as a boy soprano. This was 
[wentieth reported revenues of Show will be staged in Hollywood, | Washington, Jan. 18. around the turn of the century. His first job was as a songplugger for , 
$42,218,000, contrasted with $45,.- Los Angeles, Long Beach, San Newsreel coverage will be solid Harry Von Tilzer. He sang the latter’s tunes. Witmark’s later hired 
808,000 for the preceding quarter, Francisco and other Coast cities, for President Truman’s inaugura- him and had him booked into Proctor’s 125th St. theatre, in Harlem 
and $44,689,000 for the third quar- starting Feb. 22. tion and Inaugural parade on where he sang from the gallery. During intermission he served water 
ter of 1947. ; ; Lined up for the cast thus far Thursday (20). to the customers, meanwhile singing such favorites of the day as “Sweet 
Warner estimated its quarterly are John Wayne, Gregory Peck, The five major newsreel compa- 16,” “Sadie, You Won’t Say Nay” and “Honey, Stay in Your Own Back- 
take at $39,000,000, a shade ahead jyaureen O'Hara, Robert Arm- nies will operate with an average yard” as he walked up and down the aisle. 
of the $38,081,000 for the second | .trong, Pat O’Brien, Wallace Ford, of three to four sound cameramen Then followed “The Little Duchess,” starring Anna Held and pro- 
quarter, but behind the $41,031,-/ ward Bond, George O’Brien, For- each, three .to four soundmen to duced by Flo Ziegfeld, in which he sang from a box. In Washington 
000 for the third quarter of 1947.) est Tucker, Luis Alberni, Harry work with the lensers and an ad- his career as a boy soprano ended. His voice changed. Ziegfeld sent 
Loew’s did $39,446,000. Thisim- Carey, Jr., Alan Hale, Oliver ditional three to four still camera- him back to New York. 
proved over the $38,249,000 for the Hardy and Herbert Rawlinson. men apiece. In addition, newsreel After that Howard learned to do imitations of such stars as Joe 
preceding quarter. However, since ,editors and officials will be down Welch, Barney Bernard and David Warfield. He teamed with Sammy F | 
the figure for the third quarter of from New York. Since the cere- Liebert and Thomas Potter Dunne in an act called “The Messenger 


Sige page bscaney pets — turned over to the Military Order 
. of the Purple Heart. Laurence 

e > « ’ fi res st 
Paramount. Partial Loew’s figures Stallings, who co-authored “Glory 


were given, although these were With Maxwell Anderson, will be as- 
not included in the all-industry to- |. .jated in the venture, with Harry 


i. ir om a die Get. ae eee ee 








— i Cee gee 





1947 was not available, the Loew monies are on a Thursday, makeup Boys Trio,” and when Liebert dropped out, E joi ac 
totals were not included in the SENATE GETS BILL T0 day, the reeis will be under pres- | G aoe ee ae 
all-industry compilation above. sure and will be feeding their ve Tae Saree 
RKO fell to $26,500,000 in the SAVE FREEDOM TRAIN shots A New York via plane in rs was — 1906 that Willie and Eugene started getting known as 
third quarter of the past -year,| 4g. | Short takes. a team with their act, “The Messenger -Boy and the Thespian,” in - 
q Pp | Washington, Jan. 18. | “Tn addition to the five large com- Which Eugene did the straight lines and Willie the comedy. They 


more than $2,000,000 slower than |} , . raj : : 
the. second ‘caer $28 682.000. | A bill to save the Freedom Train, panies, there will be camera crews Played vaude to considerable success, and in 1910, they acquired a 
and the $28.907.000 for the third Winding up its career in Washing- here for March of Time, All-| new act called “The Porter and the Salesman”; Eugene was the sales- 
quarter of 1947. ton this week, was introduced in| American Newsreel and the three | man and Willie the porter. Here they emerged as headliners; the 
Columbia’s $8,688,000 slowed up the Senate last week. The Free- opi any Truong NBC, Tele- pay onsen an booked them to head the bill at their Spokane theatre 
: : : ‘ as : ° relenews. e season. 
= po cry Plage “apr na gs dom Train, which carried re The reelers will join President In 1912 they quit vaude for revues, and not until 1926, when they 
the lead of the $6,475,00( of the documents all over the U.S. or Truman from the moment _he played the Palace for the first time, did they return to variety. When 
1947 third quarter 4 the past 16 months, was largely fi- leaves Blair House in the morning, they quit vaude in 1912 they were getting $450 weekly; when they re- 
, nanced by the motion picture in- to proceed to Capitol Hill for the turned, at the Palace, they were in the $4,000 class. They played the 
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Se ae Geae atone te q 4 ‘-' American Heritage Foundation. parade. | Their early legit shows were “Whirl of the World,” “Whirl of Society” t 
ae $2434 rN a second quar- | Under the bill, the government The Army is providing two and “Passing Show of 1912,” and it was in the latter that they really d 
abd ~ a Fg yy ctl would buy the train and turn it trucks which will ride from Blair came into their own. Then followed other editions of the “Passing C 
Sind “Gearter * ‘eT or the ver to the Archivist of the U. S. House to the Capitol with the Tru- Show” in which the brothers appeared, plus several “George White's i 
R blic’s $6.427 000 , It was estimated that the Govern- man car. On one, eight places are Scandals,” “Ziegfeld Follies” and “Show Is On,” among many others. { 
" rhage ol ~ Me was a little jent’s cost of acquiring the famous set for newsreel cameramen. The| In recent years, when Willie worked without Eugene, he played in \ 
better ant e $ 208 00 for, the train and operating it until June, yd will be for still cameramen such shows as “Crazy with the Heat,” “My Dear Public” and, more é 
oe “4 id not keep j959 would be between $2,000,000 ° the picture syndicates and the recently, a revival last year of “Sally.” Since he split with Eugene, 
— wi e $7,524,000 for the and $2,500,000. local newspapers. _ Al Kelly had become popularly identified with Willie as a foil. \ 
air quarter of 1947. | Outside the Capitol, where the Of recent years Howard had become a prime nightclub favorite, with I 
Universal was the hardest hit of | President will take the oath, spaces the further decline of vaudeville. He and Eugene appeared together t 
the reporting companies. Its sales Wallace Estate Sues — aoee provided for 100 pho- only twice since their official split, once when Willie played the Latin E 
of $12,086,000 were nearly $3,000,- aane ers and reelers on the plat- Quarter nitery in N. Y, and only a few weeks ago on “We the People.” . 
pn —— She S22,200000 See the | 0 Fa | Ca ll Will celeeed bare other cameras to be Of Willie’s routines, perhaps the best known was his “Rigoletto” 
second quarter, and more than $4,- | ver I rro unte atop the Capitol to get takeoff, in which he constantly leered at a buxom woman stooge sing- j ( 
gt back of the $16,634,000 for | Los Angeles, Jan. 18. crowd and panorama shots. Some ing the aria. It was one that was in constant demand by audiences. 
the third quarter of 1947. | aan tinal AE aa alain oe “y be on the roof of the This was also true of his “French Professor” number. 
; In the autewant eubihinion Pe: - - “gee a : ; ee Peeies a biock from Howard was a master dialectician. And his imitations of such ; 
eld. three theatre groups re- of the late Beryl Wa lace, | e sui Reha se me — and. perennials as Cantor, Jolson and Jessel were classics. : 
ported their total off for the third for declaratory relief involving | «1, ag a iggest show by far. Known essentially as a “sight” comic, Howard did little in radio, t 
quarter, Consolidated Amus. Co. rights to a share of $1,000,000 ph oe t age ins in the and his style of comedy was considered too broad for motion pictures. T 
= revenues of $1,333,000, better- worth of property left by the late | , es , and other regions Howard’s wife was Emily Miles, a singer-dancer whom he married in ; ( 
a pa gg previous quarter and Farl Carroll | (Continued on page 53) 1922 after they met in one of the “Passing Shows” in which they ap- . 
t third quarter of 1947. But, ’ ' peared together. She died a year ago. Besides Eugene, two sisters and ] 
seed sonia Mentets ran a little} Suit declares Miss Wallace, who p a 5 another brother, Sam Howard, survive. i 
ehin e other two periods; and | was killed with Carroll in a plane PYIQY] ; f | Funeral services for Howard were held Friday (14) in New York, ‘ 
the Penn-Federal Corp. dragged ..och Jast June, owned an interest ly tymies M G with more than 1,000 jamming the chapel. Officiating were Rabbi 
behind the third quarter of 1947, ‘ é , 0 > h ° Abraham Burstein, chaplain of the Jewish Theatrical Guild; William 
elthough it led the second quarter in certain of the showman’s prop- Nn versnwin Title Degan Weinberger, head of the Guild’s board; Cantor Pinchos Jasanow- 
1 erties. Hollywood, Jan. 18. sky and Rabbi Bernard Birstein of the Actors Temple. Burial was at I 
: | Meal for Metro te do a -flm Cedar Park cemetery, Emerson, N. J. ’ : 
— based on George Gershwin’s “An Honorary pallbearers were Michael Todd, John Golden, Milton Berle, i 
, aoe 1/19 American in Paris” suite, with ~—_ Pearl, Harry Hershfield, Joe Laurie, Jr., Harry Delf, William I 
Subscription Order Form Gene Kelly starring as an ex-Gl Drandell, Nat Kahn, Dave Ferguson, Alan Corelli, Ed Sullivan, Fred 
in the postwar French capital, has “//¢", Bobby Clark, Leo Edwards, Barney Sandler, William Morris, Jr. : 
Bnctosed tnd Gish fox been stymied, at least temporarily, abe Laveen anh Dest Leeel, ’ 
Please Send TARIETY 4 ae a Ye Pars nneruatons priority a Seater 7 f pe 
R or One Year | e title. er company, ; 
comprising John Garfield, Robert Disney Accolade '?P REZ TRUMAN MADE : 
me a edhedesnns$oeae s Pikes knee pe Roberts and Abe Polonsky, has | Washington, Jan. 18. | . 
(Please Print Name) ate: fa registered the title with the Eric | : ‘ ‘ty Ii LIFE MEMBER OF AFM 
Johnston office, and Polonsky is Action of Purdue University last 
SS ee ee reportedly gathering story ma- Saturday (15) in giving its Dis- Washington, Jan. 18. ; 
eeereeeeeeeeesesens te al d -j y j ; , 
wa <simat wring a Sesvens stay in tinguished Service Award to Walt! James C. Petrillo visited = f 
i siiekiiia ated ci , rhe oberts picture Disney and making him _| White House yesterday (17) am 
_ rpere would not involve any use of the ar st her of na on Ronee | presented Missouri’s best known P 
einesitiia tir music. y en . of the Alumni Assn. piano player, President Harry S- r 
reviously, Metro approached W@8 Marked on the Senate floor Trum ith a li ship | 
, / | an, with a life membership 
Regular Subscription Rates for One Year—$10.00 i M saponin i aoe of a Senator Homer Capehart (R.,| the American Federation of Musl- . 
. er, with an offer of , Ind.). ' cians I 
° . 1 “Parie” pi ’ , | : 
Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional vee hay: TE og ors It's' Capehart pointed out that Dis-| President received a gold mem- I 
eer Peto she 7 at Metro ney was the first American to re-| bership card plus a silver plaque ai. Y 
7 ARIETY nc. the fm together ‘Meanwhile the Stivra tea Dataguished Service hailing him as “champion of mony = J 
i me iat H , Aw and only the second to be-| peace, whose mastery of harmon 
; 154 West 46th Street New York 19, N. Y. pw Peper ad yr De purchase the come an honorary alumnus. The in statesmanship as te music has I 
if in dhevens vin composition | first was another show biz figure—' contributed so largely to world fel- 7 
— meee yance. Will Rogers. lowship of man.” 
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A&P Heir Reported in $5,000,000 Offer 
To Stock UA’s Pantry with Product 


2 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. + 


A $5,000,000 fund for inde- 
pendent production, offered by 
studio operators Edward and Wil- 
liam Nassour, May prove the an- 


a i tists’ product | 
swer to United Artis P | Metro lot March 28 when his direc- | 


|torial pact winds. After 11 years 


problems. Nassour brothers’ offer 
was reportedly made to VA stock- 
holders, directors and management 
at the conclave which began here 
yesterday (Monday). 

Company brass declared a one- 
day recess in the sessions to study 
the Nassour plan, as well as other 
reports made at yesterday’s three- 
hour meeting at the General 
Service studios. 

Nassour coin hinges on UA pro- 
ducers making their pictures at 
the Nassour studio. That appears 
to be a comparatively simple 
hurdle, but there are apparently 




















Pras’. dad 


a number of other more compli- 
cated provisions which kept the 
UA toppers from jumping at this 
opportunity to solve their head- 
aches in one fell swoop. 
Meetings on the Coast are being 
held for the purpose of devising 
a means of finding coin for indie 
production and to give the man- 
agement and directors an opportu- 
nity to present the gravity of UA’s | 
present position to owners Mary | 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin. | 
Company depends for its existence | 








on indie production, for which 
(Continued on page 19) Under terms of the contract, | 
which were set during’ recent | 
huddless on the Coast between 


Acad Members Beef 
On Smaller Theatre 
For Awards Shindig 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Indignant Academy members 
kept the switchboard humming | 
over the weekend, protesting plan 
to hold Oscar Derby in 950-seat | 
Academy Award theatre. Practical- | 
ly the entire membership would | 
be kept away in order to accom- | 
modate press, fotogs, nominees, | 
etc. 

Many members are threatening | 
resignation unless site is changed | 
to a larger auditorium. As result, | 
Acad Board of Governors may | 
change its mind again. ay ge snd 
it had been decided to hold shin- 
dig on Warner soundstage; that 
would have cost $75,000. Studio 
agreed to underwrite $60,000. 

Good percentage of members, 
who pay annual dues of $36, 
beefed they see no reason for con- 
tinuing to shell out if they couldn’t 
attend the show. .. 


CARL LESERMAN SEEN 
JOINING SG AS EXEC 


Carl Leserman, former distribu- | 
tion exec with Warner Bros. and, 
United Artists, may join Screen 
Guild in an exec capacity. SG) 











board, which has been meeting in | 
New York this week, is consider- | 
ing a deal with Leserman. Latter | 
was recently associated in produc- 
tion with Benedict Bogeaus. 

In N. Y. for the board conclaves, 
SG prez Robert L. Lippert also has. 
been huddling with financiers in 
an effort to raise coin for upcom- 
ing production. Company head re- 
portedly turned out too many pix 
in too short a time, thus tieing up | 
a substantial amount of funds un- 
til the films are played off. 








One More for Ent In. | 
Metro 4-Pic Deal 


Enterprise will produce at least 
one more picture in order to ful-| 
fill its commitment to Metro for. 
four films in all. ~ 

New film will be 
Secret,” 
novel, “The Eternal Husband.” | 
Charles Jackson and Harry Brown | 
will do the screenplay, with Lewis | 
Mitestone producing and directing. | 
Film is scheduled to roll in March, 
with the script calling for two male | 
leads and one femme topper. 
“ae already has delivered to 

etro “Force of Evil,” “No Minor | 
Vices” and “Caught.” 


' 


“The Third 


Buzzell Leaves M-G 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


OREIGN PIC 


SNAG 








J08 SHANGES 
DELAY SOLUTION 


Current changes being made in | 
State Dept. personnel are holding 
up representations by the film in- 





i 
| 





Eddie Buzzell checks off the | 


| 


with the studio, he failed to reach | 


|agreement on terms of a new con- | 


| tract. 


Original contract ended in 
August, 1948, but was extended 32 
|weeks at the same terms to permit | 
|him to direct “Neptune’s Daugh- 
iter,” currently before the cameras. 


Lichtman Named 
Liaison at 20th 
For Sales, Studio 


Metro 





veepee Al _ Lichtman, 


| whose resignation from the Culver | 


City studio takes effect in March, 
heads over to 20th-Fox at that 
time to assume a newly-created 
post—that of liaison between the 
sales départment and the studio. 


Litchtman and 20th prexy Spyros 
P. Skouras, the Metroite’ will 
headquarter in Hollywood. He’s 
to make frequent trips to the 
homeoffice, however, for discus- 
sions with 20th general sales man- 
ager Andy W. Smith, Jr., and other 
h.o. execs. He'll get their ideas 


on the type of product that would | tract for Harry Cohn, president of | 


go best in the market, for submis- 


sion to production veepee Darryl benefits out of $300,000 worth of | 


F. Zanuck and other studio top- 
pers. ; 

A member of Metro’s studio exec 
board since 1935, Litchtman brings 
to his new job considerable ex- 
perience in sales and distribution. 
He was at various times sales chief 
for the old Famous Players-Lasky, 
Paramount and Universal, and also 
prez of United Artists. 

Litchtman is postponing his exit 
from Metro until March in order 
to take advantage of the company’s 
pension plan, which first goes into 
effect then after five years of 
operation. At that time, the 
60-year-old exec will draw a 
monthly stipend from the M-G re- 
tirement fund, regardless. of 
whether he’s affiliated with an- 
other company at that time. He’ll 
be the second new veepee to be 
taken on by 20th within a month, 
since Charles Einfeld takes over 
his new job as ad-publicity chief 
Feb. 1. 


H’ wood Has Built Myth 
On Director’s Contrib 
To Pix, Sez Irv Brecher 





Irving Brecher, film and radio | 


scripter who has turned producer- 
director, thinks that Hollywood has 
built up a myth about the direc- 
tor’s contribution to films. In New 
York this week for h.o. huddles 


with Universal toppers on his new | 


pic. “The Life of Riley,” Brecher 
declared that “the role of director 
is not nearly as tough and not 
nearly as important as that of the 
writer.” 

“I’ve stood around in studios and 
watched how some directors carry 
on when they are handling a film,” 
Brecher said. “It’s not nearly as 
bad as they make it. Many a time, 
as a writer, I wanted to show them 


how a line should be handled, but, ' 
from the Dostoievsky ‘of course, that just isn’t done.” 


With “Riley” his first directing 
stint, Brecher found “that actors 
are glad to help out a newcomer. 


Film was scheduled to be shot in, 


31 days, but by careful scripting 
and no wastage, it was done in 28 
days. “Here’s one trick in econo- 
my,” he said. “Everything we spent 
is on the screen. Of the 8.010 feet 
(Continued on page 16) 


dustry on foreign restrictions. | 
Neither the Motion Picture Assn. | 
of America nor the Society of In- | 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers wants to go ahead with 
pleas for State Dept. support un- 
til they are sure they are appealing 
to the right people. 

Appointment of Dean Acheson 
to succeed General Marshall as 
Secretary of State is seen as the 


|forerunner of a flock of resigna- 
|tions and changes within the next 
| few weeks. 


MPAA and SIMPP | 
toppers see no reason, therefore, | 
for making a pitch to a man who | 
may not be on hand to carry | 
through for them and which will | 
necessitate the whole matter be- | 
ing reviewed again when new ap- 
pointments are made. 

There are two principal items on 
the industry’s agenda with the de- 
partment. They are the regulations 
which went into effect in South 
Africa last Nov. 5 and the threat 
of restrictive legislation in Canada. 
SIMPP prexy Ellis Arnall, accom- 
panied by Goldwyn distribution 
|chief James A. Mulvey, already 





| has registered a squawk on South | 


Africa. That was shortly before the 
(Continued on page 16) 


New Stopgap 
Pact for Coh 


| A new stopgap employment con- 








Columbia, providing for certain 
| company-held insurance policies, 
will be proposed to Col’s stock- 
| holders at the annual meet set for 
|Feb. 8. At the same time, stock- 
| holders will be asked to approve 
a provision which maintains Cohn’s 
present compensation of $3,500 
weekly plus a $300 expense allow- 
ance subject to six-month cancella- 
tion notice by either Cohn or the 
company. 

Proxy issued to stockholders de- 
clares that the pact will not be 
regarded as precluding further 
negotiations on an additional or 
amended ticket. It notes that 


unable to agree upon the compen- 
sation and other terms of a long 
term employment contract.” A pre- 


holders on April 9, ’48, was drop- 
(Continued on page 16) 


Cohn and the company “have been | 


Company Prexies Veil Miami Meeting 


To Duck Publicity 





Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 


Company presidents took the 


Old Timers Work Again long road around to avoid repeat- 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Buster Keaton and Jack Mulhall 
were signed by 20th-Fox for silent- 


| picture black-and-white inserts in 


its Technicolor production, “You’re 
My Everything.” 

Four other stars of bygone days 
will appear in film-within-a-film 
scenes. 


$7. 732,841 Saved 
In 1948 by Metro 








On Top Personnel: 


Metro’s big drive to cut down its 
salary nut both at the _ studios 
and the homeoffices has now won 
annual- savings of $2,732,841 in 
wages to top-drawer personnel. The 
entire savings were effected dur- 
ing fiscal 1948. In pruning its 
overhead, heretofore 
of any of the majors, Metro let out 
|or failed to renew contracts of 76 


| high employees earning $20,000 or 


| more yearly. 


| Besides slashing the total of pro- 


the biggest | 


| 
| 


ducing personnel ad execs in the | 


$20,000-and-over bracket from a | 
1372 high in 1947 to 296 by the| 
lend of ’48, company quietly put | 


ing here their previous mistake of 
ballying the industry's troubles and 
resultant cost-cutting maneuvers, 
Meeting today (Tues.) in the pri- 
vate home of Nicholas M. Schenck, 


| Metro’s prez, their discussions were 
| shrouded 


in secrecy. The wraps 
were on so tightly that the presi- 
dents refused to give interviews or 


(even pose for local press pictures. 


The fact that they chose this locale 
was to prevent news leaks. 

The rosy tone given to the con- 
fab by Eric Johnston, president of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica, carried over into an informal 
press conference after today’s con- 
clave. Johnston stressed that busi- 
ness is off only 10°) from the peak 
years domestically and that in for- 
eign markets it is up 20°. The 
difficulty, of course, is in getting 
overseas currency unfrozen, he 
said. , 

Despite the hush-hush aura, howe 
ever, it’ was learned that the 
agenda included discussions of 
television, the foreign situation, 
Hollywood morals and their effects 
on public relations, economy 
measures, the anti-trust case and 


(Continued on page 16) 


Einfeld Receives 64G 
Down Payment From 


-20th, 256 as Adviser 


Under Charles Ejinfeld’s new con- 





through pay cuts including that of tract with 20th-Fox, which names 
|Louis B. Mayer, production chief. | him veepee in charge of the com- 


|Mayer’s salary now 
‘yearly instead of the 


(Continued on page 14) 





WM. GOETZ, SPITZ 


EXTEND PAY SLASHES 


William Goetz, Universal’s pro- | 


duction chief, and Leo Spitz, studio 
| topper, have agreed to extend their 
| salary cuts for another 12 months. 
| Goetz and Spitz have forwarded 
| letters to the company stating that 


‘the former will take $2,500 week- | 


| ly instead of his contract rate of 
$5,000 for 1949, while the latter 
_consents to a cut from $2,000 week- 
ily to $1,500. 


Letter specifically provides that | 


‘the salary-chopping agreement ap-. 


plies only te 1949. Original pay 
rate was fixed in December, 1946, 


Pictures, 


the Spitz-Goetz indie 
outfit. is 








Surplus of holdovers and long- 
runs, many of which have over- 


stayed, is cutting into the overall. 


total this week. After four suc- 
cessive weeks in top position, 
| “Paleface” (Par), now past its sec- 
ond sessions in many spots, is be- 
ing succeeded by “Words and Mu- 
sic’ (M-G). “Words,” which was 
a strong second last week, is be- 
ing hotly contested for No. 
laurels by “Yellow Sky” (20th). 
Third money goes to 


| keys. It is mainly fine to smash 
although on mild side in two cities 
covered by VARIETY. 

“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
‘(RKO) is a strong fourth place 
winner, doing nearly as well as 
last week when third. “Paleface” 
still is big enough to cop fifth 
position. 

“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep), 
which showed plenty on its tee-off 
in N. Y. last session, has latched 
onto sixth spot. “Accused” is 
winding up seventh while “Walked 
By Night” \EL) is taking eighth- 
place coin. 
(U) rounds out the Big Nine. 


“Wonderful Urge” (20th) is pac-| 


\ing the runners-up with “Enchant- 


“Snake | 
Pit” (20th), -now playing in many 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Holdovers Dull Biz—‘Words,’ ‘Sky,’ ‘Pit,’ ‘Married,’ 
Hope, ‘Witch,’ ‘Accused,’ ‘By Night’ Pace Field 


| 


| 
| 
| 


ment” (RKO), “Red Shoes” (EL), 


“Hamlet” (U) and -“Red River” 
(UA) in same class. 


Most promising new picture just 


starting out appears to be “Don. 
in the, 


Juan” (WB). It is still 


money on fourth N. Y. week and | 


terrific in first Frisco 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G), 
other newcomer, is spotty current- 
jly. “Dear Secretary” (UA), 
'new, shapes okay in Seattle. 
“Man From Colorado” (Col), 
|which opens this week at N. Y. 
Capitol, is doing fine in Portland, 
Ore., and sturdy in Indianapolis. 
It is not so big in St. Louis and 
K. C. “Rogues’ Regiment” (U) 
looks solid in Frisco and fancy in 
Buffalo. 


Reissue combo of “Last Days 
Pompeii’’-“‘She,” RKO releases, is 
doing smash trade in Pittsburgh 


and nice in Toronto. 


round. | 
an- | 


also | 


| 


“Boy With Green Hair’ (RKO) | 
is drawing good biz in N. Y. and. 


Frisco but is not sock. 


| 
} 


vious contract, submitted to stock-; when U absorbed International | 


“One Sun- | 


day Afternoon” (WB), not big pre-| 


okay in Cincinnati. 


_ Pages 8-9) 


“Gotta Stay Happy” viously, looks nice in Buffalo and | 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on| 


' 


is $156,857 | pany’s ad-pub dept., the former En- 
straight |terprise co-owner is receiving a 


down-payment of $64,000, it has 
|now been learned. Of the $64,000, 
Einfeld is being paid $25,000 for 
a preliminary stint as consultant 
and another $39,000 advance on his 
| first year’s pay. 

Einfeld is already acting in an 





|advisory capacity for 20th under 


the terms of his employment tick- 
et. He took on that post Nov. 1, 
when the deal was set. The $25,000 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Up to 700 Theatres Would Be Kept By 
~ Paramount in Govt. Settlement Offer 





Paramount will probably be per-+ 


mitted to retain some 500-700 of 
its biggest coin-producing houses 
under a tentative Government ap- 
proval of a settlement offer report- 
ed to have already been handed 
the company by the Dept. of Jus- 
tice. The deal, which now appears 
to have the greenlight, would 
mean a two-way split of the com- 
pany along the lines of the RKO 
consent decree. The theatre chain, 
separate from production-distribu- 
tion, would drop some 600 houses 
but still be a potent force in ex- 
hibition. 

The tentative Government okay 
reportedly resulted during a series 
of meets in Washington last week 
which carried through to Monday 
(17). It is expected that the final 
details will be wrapped up within 
another week or two. Little is be- 
ing done this week since Washing- 
ton is up to its ears in the presi- 
dential inauguration. 


From the looks of things, Par 


will retain the cream of its the- | ; 
atres. These houses have account- | é 0 A A | 


of the circuit’s | 


ed for 75°%-80% 
profits in the past. 
including partnership 


Entire chain, 


theatres, | 
numbers about 1,300 houses. A big | 
part of the lopping process would | 


Yates Adds Rep Shares 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
| Herbert J. Yates, prez and board 


‘chairman at Republic, has gifted a | 


} 


| block of 2,000 shares of Rep com- 
/mon to an undisclosed beneficiary. 
Yates balanced off by purchasing 
7,644 shares to bring his total 
holdings to 79,331. 

J. Cheever Cowdin, board chair- 
man of Universal, has received 
4.662 warrants on common as a div- 
idend from holding companies. 
Cowdin’s present common stock 
holdings in U total 91,538 shares. 


Par's 006 Bank 
Payment Slashes 





} 


Cheyfitz Chafes 


Industryites were amazed 
and amused last week to find 
Edward T. Cheyfitz, assistant 
to Eric Johnston, Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America prexy, 
in a comic strip. Cheyfitz 
made his picture debut—un- 


To Spotlight Indie 


Goldwyn Walks Out on MPAA, AMPP- 


Free-Market’ Fight 





der his own name—in “Mary 
Worth,” by Ken Ernst, which 
is distributed by Publishers 
Syndicate and appears in the 
| Post in New York. Strip in 


Thorpe Megs ‘Malaya’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Dick Thorpe will direct “Opera- 


uestion oppeared Saturday tion Malaya,” which Edwin Knopf 
(iD). will produce for Metro with Spen- 
Cheyfitz (who turned out, cer Tracy starring. 





in the color page, to be Story property was recently 





While reports of an early settle- 
ment of the anti-trust suit with the 
Government grow stronger, Para- 


be applied to partnership theatres | mount is pushing its double-bar- 
es Set aeke & ieauaeiae Qe reled parlay to put the company in 

» rev e be . ing to the strongest financial position in 
ane Senemanes, Ce balance Going its history. If the news breaks that 


I< 9 
Pas's pares. Par—as now reported—will split 
Most Important Axing into two outfits along the lines of 
Most important axing would be RKO in a deal with the Govern- 
directed against 498 partnership | ment, company’s stock is expected 
houses which Par has already list-|to react well to the development 
ed as subject to divorcement. In-|hecause of conservative financial 


cluded in this group are the Inter-| operations now being effected by 
state, Jefferson, Malco, Publix-' par's prez, Barney Balaban. 


Lucas and United Theatre circuits.| Another move in that direction 
On the other hand, chains which iwas taken late last month when 
arose because of the “fortuitous par pre-paid another instalment on 
results of bankruptcy,” such as the jts outstanding bank obligations. 
Paramount Richards chain, Penn- Company forked out $500,000 to 





comm  and_é £@=*Tri-States_ circuits, bring its pr ti m 
- s production debt to a low 
“hae be retained. They total 236 | o¢ ¢4500,000. At its present rate 
auses. 


of payments, debt will be retired 
before the end of 49. 

Additionally to retirement of the 
debt, company is still reducing 
its stock capitalization by the pur- 
chase of common stock on the open 
market. Last month’s total of 
41,700 shares picked up at a cost 
of $875,000 brings the number of 
shares held in the company’s 
treasury to 789,233. 

Payment of $500,000 was divided 
among the First National Bank of 
consent decree is being pointed up a Firmen wl Fag 
as a possible out for Par’s produc- | ti . a heeding $200 000 t 
tion-distribution outfit. That de-| “2 'ona’ was wande on 

, reduce its loan to $1,800,000; Manu- 
(Continued on page 14) facturers took $160,000, still owed 
$1,440,000; and Bankers Trust, 


NEW SCHINE HEARINGS a; Sinope. debt now being 


| , 
DELAYED TO FEB, 23 1949. ‘The toan, originally $10,000, 
Buffalo, Jan. 18. (000 on authorized borrowings of 


$25,000,000, carries interest at 
New hearings in the Government 114%, 


anti-trust case against the Schine | 


eect have been postponed ‘0 Fe. WO) EXPANSION OF COL’S 
STOCK CONTEMPLATED 


on agreement of the parties. De-| 
Sale by Columbia officials of 


Several board of directors’ meets 
were held in the past week to con- | 
sider the master plan. Under con- 
sideration is management’s pro- 
pos that Leonard Goldenson, 

ar’s theatre head, be named pres- 
ident of the new exhibition com- 
pany. Barney Balaban, who as 
Par’s prez, now directs all activities 
of the company, would remain as 
top man in the production-distri- | 
bution unit to be formed. 

One peculiarity of the RKO 








lay of the trial became necessary | 
‘ | 
when Bruce Bromley, trial coun- | 


blonde and a bit taller, thin- | bought for Metro by Dore Schary, 


| ner than the McCoy), is pic- (who originally purchased it for 
| tured interviewing the boy- | RKO when he headed latter’s stu- 
| friend of heroine “Mary | dio. Filming starts March 15. 

| Worth.” MPAA is shown say- | 





| ing to the guy, “You see, the 
industry needs smart young 
men who see Hollywood 
through neither rose colored 
| glasses, nor through the veil 
of prejudice! I believe you 
qualify! How’d you like a 
|} job?” 
P.S. Up to yesterday after- 
| noon’s episode it hadn’t been 
revealed whether the fellow 
accepted. It was learned, how- 
ever, from industry insiders 
and other generally well-in- 
formed sources that he took 
the job. 


Distrib Loses 
Fee on Paisan 


In Coast Snarl 


Herb Rosener, foreign pic distrib 
‘in Los Angeles and operator of a 
string of Coast art houses, is los- 
‘ing his distribution fee on Mayer- 
|Burstyn’s “Paisan” as a result of 
ia two-way squeeze that sent the 
| prize-winning Italian film into the 
| Fox-West Coast chain in that ter- 
|ritory., Rosener’s refusal to book 
'“Paisan” into his houses, although 


U.S. PRODUCERS 
UPSET ITALIAN | >see = 2 oot 


M-B chief, Joseph Burstyn, 
Burstyn went to the Coast from 
'New York in an effort to get 
| |“Paisan” booked into Rosener’s Es- 
quire and Laurel before the end of 

Hollywood producers have com- | the year in order to qualify for the 
pletely upset the Italian film indus- | 4e¢aqemy Award. Ilva Lopert, N. Y. 
try, Roberto Rossellini charged in | distrib in competition with M-B, 
New York Monday (17) following twa. insisting on getting his 
his arrival by plane over the week- | “Symphony Pastorale” and “Louisi- 
end from Rome for his first U. S.| ant Story” into the two houses so 
visit. The Yank companies’ shoot-|they could qualify, and suceeded 
ing in Italy, he said, is motivated | jp, keeping out “Paisan.” 


entirely by economic reasons in| ; F 
order to utilize their frozen lire. | Burstyn countered by pushing 


| through a deal with -Charles 
| Production activities of the U. S. | spouras for about 80 F-WC houses, 
‘film oe ogg pe "an | all on terms of 25% to a split figure 
jexecutead on what amou ‘and 50% over that. This is be- 
|strictly a location basis inasmuch | jjeyeq to be the biggest deal of 
as they all bring in their own staffs. | this type for a foreign-language 
This adds nothing to the native in- | f1m ever negotiated. M-B’s “Open 
dustry except the employment op- | City,” one of the few such pix pre- 
|portunities handed lesser Italian | viously to have played the circuit, 
technicians such as carpenters and got a straight 25%. 
electricians. “As a result of thelr| " Rosener, as a result of the tit 
local film-makers find their own|Wth Burstyn, will not get his 
disastrous economic condition fur- | Standard 30% sub-distribution fee 


‘for the Coast dates, or for other 
ther aggravated by upped costs. | deals with units of National The- 


| However, Rossellini felt that the | atres which are now in the works. 
presence of the Americans helped “paisan,” incidentally, aside from 
ninco the. Yanks. are well uke, Estae beter terms, than, Open 
- | City,” has en consisten out- 
Describing spiraling costs, he de- | dreasion it in the Salkdineee as so 
clared that budgetary expenses have dates so far played. “Opén City” 
Shey: ware tn tewwar those, Case [neste te siete SOLSPORINE te 
r t . ~ ord of foreign-language films wi 
regan Pod peony yh yor Pieoweynid ‘about $1,060,000 in distrib rentals. 
nually at an average outlay of be- | meee Be ggg Mw 4 rage es 
itween 80,000,000 to 100,000,000 lire 4 
| York this week from Rome to ac- 


'{$140,000-$175,000). |cept the Film Critics and National 


' As an example of the severity of : : 
the inflationary trend, Rossellini _— ler eat 5 sg 7 Pane 


cited his “Open City,” which he 
N. Y. to L. A. 














made in 1944 for 11,000,000 lire 
($19,000) while his “Paisan,” a 1946 


se! for Schine, was named a judge 
of the N. Y. court of appeals. 
Philip Marcus, special assistant at- 
torney general, and Willard Mc- 
Kay, Schine’s general counsel, 
okayed the postponement. 


Schine case had been remanded 
to the lower court by the U. S. 
Supreme Court at the same time 
as the main Government action 
against the majors. New hearings 


are required to determine what | 


theatres must be sliced from the) 
chain and sold. 

Supreme Court directed the’ 
hearings in the light of its findings | 
in both the Schine and main ac- 
tions. 


| 





WB Axings Continue; 
300 Studioites Remain 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Heavy firing continues at Warn- 
ers with the discharge of Monroe 
Rubinger, head of the studio’s pub- 
licity art department, after a tenure 
of 12 years. Publicity staff has | 
been whittled down in_ recent | 
months from 60 to eight members. | 


Understood the studio personnel terly dividend of $1.0614 per share | meet 


has dropped close to 300, the mini- 
mum permitted by insurance com- 
anies if studio policies are to be | 
pt in force, i 


st seJTeggreet hne framers 


some 77,394 shares of the com- 
pany’s common stock, proposed in 
| a recently-issued prospectus, would 
_not involve expansion of Col’s out- 
| standing common, it was pointed 
out this week. Shares were listed 
| to comply technically with Securi- 
ties & Exchanges Commission 
| regulations, with Harry and Jack 


Cohn, Nate Spingold and Abe 
Montague named as_ potential 
sellers. 


These shares have actually been 
issued to Columbia management 
either as regular stock dividends 
or on warrants. Hence, their sale 
does not involve expansion. 

Another 70,935 shares listed in 
the prospectus as available to pre- 
ferred stockholders on warrants 
could result in an expansion of 
the company’s capitalization if the 
warrants are exercised. Little 
possibility is seen of that result 
since stockholders would have to 
pay $30 per share under the terms 
of the warrants. Col shares are 
now selling at about $8.50 on the 
New York exchange. 


Col.’s $1.06 Divvy 


Columbia has declared a quar- | 





on company’s $4.25 cumulative 
preferred stock. 
Divvy is payable Feb. 15 to, 


stockholders of record Feb. 1. i 


( t 1 


production, cost 50,000,000 lire 
($88,000). He added that both George D. Burrows 
(Continued on page 18) Leonard Case 

| Sam Dembow, Jr. 
Sidney Deneau 
William Dieterle 
William Heineman 
Burt Lancaster 


Irving Brecher 





Protestant Council Near 
|. Deal on Bic Distrib 


| Deal for theatrical distribution 





of its initial pic, “Prejudice,” is ys brane 
| being worked out by the Protes- Johi pes 
/tant Film Council. Paul Heard, - 


Patrice Munsel 
Estelita Rodriguez 
Manuel Rodriguez 
Carleton Smith 
Dorothy Stewart 
Barnard Straus 


Europe to N. Y. 


Katharine Cornell 
Wladimir Lissim 

Guthrie McClintie 
Roberto Rossellini 


N..Y. to Europe 


Carleton Alsop 
Irving Asher 
Jack Buchanan 
Lucette Caron 
Adele Dixon 
Lee Ephraim 
Greta Keller 
Samuel C. Pierce 


/exec director of the PFC, has been | 
holding confabs with a number of | 
distribs during the past couple | 
_ weeks «nd has a deal now almost | 
set with an indie outfit. 

“Prejudice” is a 58-minute fea- |} 
ture made in Hollywood with | 
minor name players. It was made 
in cooperation with the Anti-| 
Defamation League of the B'nai | 
B’rith, which advanced part of the | 
production coin. PFC owns the! 
film, but ADL and Ed Dorfman, | 
who produced it, will share in | 
profits, if any. PFC will put its end | 
of the profits into a revolving fund 
for further production. 





U’S STOCKHOLDER MEET 


Universal's annual stockholder 


has been scheduled for Bill Robson 
March 9. David Sarnoff 
Stockholders of record as of Tito Schipa 


Jan. 24 are eligible to attend and 
vote on election of directors. 


BUS 4 


Ivy St. Hellier 
Austin Trevor 


D> +olwty 5 piee ba 





Hollywood, Jan. 18, 


Long-smoldering split between 
the major film companies and in. 
dependent producers, sparked dur. 
ing the last year by constant 
| bickering over the foreign market 
/and domestic bookings, broke wide 
open today (Tues.) when Samuel 
Goldwyn_ formally notified the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
and the Assn. of Motion Picture 
Producers of his intention to with. 
‘draw from both organizations. Un. 
der by-laws, withdrawal is effective 
|12 months from the day of notice, 


| Listing his reasons for the split, 
|Goldwyn declared: 


“I have resigned from the 
| MPAA and AMPP in order to give 
'my undivided support to the ip. 
| terests of the Society of Inde. 
pendent Motion Picture Producers, 
|I find myself unable to agree con- 
|scientiously with many of the 
| policies formulated by the associa- 
'tions and feel they do not repre- 
|sent the interest of the independ- 
ent producers. The fight of inde. 
| pendent producers for an open 


'market is a fight for survival, not 


| only for themselves and their em- 
ployees but also for the continu- 
‘ance of independent creative 
|efforts which have contributed so 
|much to the vitality and progress 
of the screen.” 


| Goldwyn averred there must be 
a.return to “real free enterprise” 
in the industry, which he defined 
|as “an opportunity for all pro- 
ducers to show their pictures to 
the public in every community on a 
fair and non-discriminatory basis.” 
He added: 


“The future of good motion 
| pictures is completely bound up 
with the efforts of SIMPP to bring 
this about. From now on I intend 
to concentrate my energies on the 
efforts of the Society to bring 
about a fair deal for independent 
producers.” 


| Jumps Jetplane Gun 

| With a battle-royal being staged 
‘among the majors for first crack 
at a screen treatment of the juicy 
| jetplane subject, RKO has quietly 
| jumped the gun with a briefie on 
| the jets. One-reeler, “Men of the 
| Shooting Stars,” has just been com- 
| pleted by RKO-Pathe and will be 
‘released Jan. 21. 

| Pic was made at the Andrews 
|Air Force base as a filmization of 
| the Fourth Fighter Group. It is one 
of a series of Screenliners pro- 
duced for RKO by Burton (Bud) 
Benjamin. Paramount, Howard 
Hughes and several other pro- 
ducers have been wrangling over 
a feature on jets. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Busby Berkeley 
Edgar Bergen 
Nate Blumberg 
Lou Bunin 

Alan Carney 
Sunset Carson 
Cyd Charisse 
Montgomery Clift 
Monty F. Collins 
Aaron Copland 
John Dales, Jr. 
Olivia De Havilland 
James Dunn 
Irene Dunne 
Dan Duryea 
Irving Fein 

Dick Haymes 
Jascha Heifetz 
Cornwall Jackson 
Michael Kanin 
Gene Kelly 

Abe Lerner 
David Lipton 
Tony Martin 
Blake McVeigh 
Carmen Miranda 
Thomas Mitchell 
Victor Phalen 
Robert Paige 
Gail Patrick 

Phil Regan 
Harry Ruby 
Harry Sherman 
Paul Short 
George A. Smith 
Kay Starr 

John Steinbeck . 
Robert Sterling 
John Sutherland 
Kenneth Thompson 
Dalton Trumbo 
Robert Vogel 
Thomas L. Walker 
Alfred Werker 
Paul Wilkins 
Roland Young 
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To 1006 Wkly. Rentals in America 


British films in the U. S.—par-+ 


ticularly those of J. Arthur Rank— | 
are currently scoring a sharp rally 
in film earnings. With Rank'’s | 
“Hamlet,” distributed here by Uni- | 
versal, and “Red Shoes,”. Eagle | 
Lion release, both piling up vol- 
ume playdates, and other of his 
films hitting the theatres, distrib 
film rentals on the British offer- 
ings have now climbed well above | 
the $100,000 weekly market. Since 
both “Hamlet” and “Red Shoes” 
show staying power, Rank officials 


: be bettered |. 
expect that figure to number of | journey to South America to 0.0. 


consistently for a 


months. 


Official ending of the boycott ; England. He is headquartering at 


against British pix is now paying 
off with a number of circuit book- 
ings. “The Smugglers,” for 


past six months. It is being booked 
as the lower half of a bill topped | 


~ 8 . 
dance, fhe Aero. Poor Pix Biz May 


by Warner Bros.’ “June Bride.” 


Raft of Rank’s pix are now 
preeming in N. Y. in further re- 
surgence of British power. “Don’t 
Take It to Heart,” for instance, a 
sleeper which copped a big push | 
from favorable reviews, is in its | 
fourth week at the Beacon, newly- 
converted first-run on upper 








Rank Exec Eyes Pic-Tele 


Role that films will play in tele- 
vision is currently being studied 
in New York by Josef Somly, joint 
managing director of J. Arthur 
Rank’s Two Cities Films, during a 
short visit to this country. Somlo 
is also huddling with execs of 
Rank’s two U. S. distribs, Universal 
and Eagle Lion, on distribution 
problems. 

British production head plans to 


that market before returning to} 


Rank’s N. Y. offices while in N. Y. 





Nip British Dollar 
Account 2" Million 


Poor earnings of British films 
in the U. S. during the past year | 


Broadway. It is coupled there with may result in the Bank of En 
us ¥ * ies oo hers \ f gland 
a Road,” another Rank | dollar account being clipped for 
‘ ‘ r ; -,,_ | $2,500,000 this spring. Bank is 
Seger yg age ig ae = /committed to make good on dol- 
Rriticher’s ~ fi WA Canterbury | lar advances handed by Bankers | 
Tale” and “Woman in the Hall.” | Trust Co., N ye to a. Arthur Rank 


Both pix are in on a test run to 


\ 


(Continued on page 14) | 


‘March of Time’ May | 





Be Forced to Find New 


Distrib in Balk at 20th’ 


“March of Time,” series of two- 
reel documentaries produced under 
the aegis of Time mag. may be 
forced to find another distributor 
next year. With the steady up- 
surge of television, 20th-Fox, which 
has distributed the shorts for the 
last several years, is demanding 


years ago. 
It was anticipated that earnings 
here of the dozen Rank and two 


Korda films that were put up as | 


and Sir Alexander Korda a couple | 
! 


000,000 would be more than suffi- 
cient to repay the loan and inter- 
est. 
still outstanding, with no possi- 
bility of earnings being sufficient 
to liquidate the remainder before 
the notes mature. 

Rank got two advances from 


| Bankers Trust, one for $2,000,000 
| and the other for $2,500,000. Earn- 


that MOT assign it all tele rights | 
to the product before renewing | 


the distrib pact, which has already 
expired. Time publisher Henry 


Luce has reportedly balked at the | 


demands and may seek another 
theatrical outlet. 

Twentieth execs, who have al- 
ready launched their TV activities 
in a number of ways, believe the 
MOT shorts to be naturals for 
video once they've played out the- 
atrically. Thus, the secondary coin 
to be derived from tele distribu- 


tion could be considerable. MOT 


to date has had one subject carried 


by various tele stations—a non- | 
theatrical release it produced as a| 
commercial short two years ago| 
for the New York Stock Exchange. | 

If the new deal with 20th doesn’t | 


go through, the question of which | Bank of England, will make ar- | 


company will take over distribu- 
tion is wide open. Series was origi- 
nally released by 20th but was 
then turned over to RKO. Latter 
company after a couple of years 
dropped them to produce its own 
two-ree] documentaries, the “This 


ings of his pix have paid off $2,- 
500,000, leaving $2,000,000 still 
outstanding. Loans mature in Au- 
gust. Korda got an advance of 
$500,000 and has been able to 
liquidate none of it. Korda’s notes 
mature in May. 

When it became evident that the 
dozen pix originally put up as col- 
laterial would fail to earn suffi- 
cient to pay the loan, the British 


collateral for loans totalling | 


However, half of the total is | 


———_> 








"CURB RELEASES IN SELLER’S MKT 


~ ‘Pamlet, ‘Shoes’ Pace British Pix Rise 





DISTRIBS AIMING. Exhib-Owned Co. Would Stock 


,s 
v 





TD RETANN EDGE 


| 
Dwindling length of first-run en- | 
gagements and an increase in the 
past few years in the number of 
first-run houses is rapidly changing | 
the war and postwar buyer’s mar- 
ket for film to a seller’s market, 
according to a number of leading 
distrib execs. That’s why, to keep 
it that way, they are determined 
to hold a tight rein on the number 
of releases that go out during the 
current year and are advising their 
studios to hold production down 
as far as is feasible. 


Although profits were big, dis- 
tribs feel that they never got their 
fair share as compared with the | 
exhibition end of the business. One | 
of the reasons was that lengthy 
engagements, particularly in initial- 
runs, often made it difficult to 
find sufficient outlets for new prod- 
uct. As a result, theatre operators 
were very selective and, in the 
process, managed to hold down 
terms. | 

New situation has come about 
through . combination of economic 
and legal factors. First has been | 
the general decline at the boxof- 
fice, which has brought about the 
shorter runs and a resultant de- 
mand from exhibs for more prod- 
uct. Second has been the anti-trust 
actions in the courts, which, via 
competitive bidding and other proc- 
esses, has made early-run films 


(Continued on page 14) 


Selznick to England 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Daniel T. O’Shea, Vanguard Pro- 
ductions prexy, disclosed today 
(Tues.) that David O. Selznick will 
leave shortly for Europe to com- 
plete shooting and editing of “The 
Third Man,” which Selznick Re- 
leasing Organization will distribute 
in the western hemisphere. Selz- 
nick will also collaborate on the 
screenplay for “Gone to Earth,” 
which he’ll co-produce in England 
with Emeric Pressburger and 
Michael Powell. 


While overseas, Selznick will set 
deals for his contract stars to make 
foreign pictures. 


Tail-End Selling 
On ‘Dream House 


May Go to RKO 


Selznick Releasing Organization’s 
“Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream 
House” may revert to RKO for 
selling of tail-end accounts. Pic, 





between 





| negotiations 
Selznick and Eagle Lion, was made 
iby RKO and turned over to SRO 
osep ll es |for distribution under terms of the 
|agreement by which Selznick re- 
leased Dore Schary to head RKO 
| production several years ago. RKO 
ter Nar |and Selznick share an interest in 

|the film. 

Exit of John Joseph from the| RKO reportedly objected to DOS 
| Universal lot is reported to have | turning “Blandings” over to EL 
/come after a blowoff with William | and paying a distrib fee to that 
Goetz and Leo Spitz, production | outfit: It claimed it could easily do 
chiefs of the company. His succes-|the same residual selling job and 
sor as U’s national ad-pub director, |might as well get the fee itself. 
David A. Lipton, was named im- | Presumably, negotiations toward 
mediately following his resigna- | that end will take place when cur- 
tion. Considerable friction had |rent dealings by DOS with EL are 
generated over a period of time | completed. : 
between the two studio toppers; Selznick and Arthur Krim, EL 
and Joseph it’s said. prexy, have inked their deal for. 

Lipton has been exec coordina- | distribution by EL of nine Selznick 
tor of the dept. for the past two | reissues. On plans for residual sell- 
years. Prior to that he served as|ing by EL of “Duel in the Sun” 
publicity director for Columbia for | and ‘“Paradine Case” they have. 
five years, a post which he had as- 


sumed after putting in chores with | have not reduced it to writing and | 





producer added further films. This 
was repeated a number of times, so | 
that Bankers Trust now holds liens | 
on the American earnings of a} 
lengthy list of British pix. Ad- 





vance to Korda was on “An Ideal | 


Husband” and “Anna Karenina,” | 
both distributed by 20th-Fox. 
Alex Ardrey, exec v.p. of Bank- 


ture, Rank and Korda, and the 


rangement to extend them by send- 


eral.. This would be advantageous 
|to the American bank as it would 
{continue earning interest on a 


(Continued on page 14) 








Is America” series. yng me BRITISH PRODUCERS 


20th picked up the 


and has handled distribution until | 


now. 


BRITISH EXHIBS ASSN. 
HITS AT 457 QUOTA 


London, Jan. 18. 





IN GOVT. COIN PLEA 


British film producers, claiming | 
that production costs have _ in- 
‘creased more than three times 





since before the war, carried a di- | 


| Successor to Meyer 


rect plea for new government fi- 


Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. |nancing yesterday (Monday) to Sir 


last week struck a direct blow 


against England’s 45% quota, ask- | Exchequer. 


ing Board 


of Trad 
Wilson to ade prexy Harold 


a receive. an exhibitor 
eputation. CEA delegation will 
emphasize the insufficiency 
British pictures 


of |ernment’s. annual 
and the impossi- | which amounts to some $152,000,- 


‘Stafford Cripps, Chancellor of. the 
Delegation headed up 
| by J. Arthur Rank called on Cripps 
| with a plan to make available to 
|producers about 40° of the gov- 
admission tax, 


bility of a considerable number of | 000 yearly. 


theatres able to obtain enough | 


Government has already made 


British product to comply with the | available a $20,000,000 loan fund 


quota. 


CEA action is aimed at forestall- 
ng other moves for increasing the 
quota, on which a government de- 


oe must be taken before March 


to producers to help them provide 
‘enough pictures to meet the 45% 
‘quota requirements. Rank’s dele- 


gation huddled with Cripps aimost 
; an hour but the outcome of their 
‘talks wasn’t disclosed, 


| chief and Goetz in the latter's of- 


ers, is in hopes that rather than | Joseph 


pay off the loans when they ma- | dept. and told them: “I don’t want keep himself in as flexible a posi- 


London, Jan. 18. | or his h.o. staff. 


| architect of the Paramount theatre 


jver in 1908. 


U from 1938-41 as studio publicity 
director. Lipton will shove off 
from the Coast over the weekend 
or one week of powwows with h.o. 
officials. 

Joseph’s resignation followed a 
long session between the ad-pub 


snags may still develop. In a con-| 
siderably more vague stage are 
talks look.ng to EL eventually tak- | 
ing over the handling of subse- | 
quent accounts on “Portrait of. 
Jennie” and other new SRO films. | 

However, Selznick has not deter- 
mined yet what he wants to do on. 
Following _ that meeting, | these pix or on the whole SRO. 
summoned the publicity setup and, meantime, his aim is to 





fice. 


to leave you fellows but it looks as tion as possible to swing in any 
if I have to.” He stepped out) direction. He has trimmed ex- 
after 11 years on the lot and after penses to the barest minimum in 


ing over additional pix as collat- | 20 years association with Nate J. staffs of SRO and his studio opera- 


| Sonmeneee. U’s prez, which started |tion, but is retaining a skeleton | 
|when both served with RKO in sales force to handle key engage- 


Chicago in the ’20s, (Continued on page 18) 


| one-year contract which r2mains to PROD. PLANS REVEALED 
BY HITCH-BERNSTEIN 


be settled. Although his resig- 
London, Jan. 18. 


nation becomes’ effective im- 
mediately, he will stay on three to, 

Sidney Bernstein, partnered with 
| Alfred Hitchcock in Transatlantic 


‘four weeks to clear up details. 
| Change in no way affects Maurice 

Productions, said here this week 
that the indie unit would continue 


| Bergman, eastern ad-pub director, | 
operations, but under a_ revised 


slate. Instead of making “I Con- 
fess” for Transatlantic’s next, 
Hitchcock will direct “Man Run- 
ning” for Warner Bros. and push 
“Dark Duty” up as next on the 
indie unit’s schedule. 

“Dark Duty” is from a novel 
about a British prison; by Mar- 
garet Wilson, wife of the warden. 
It will be made in England. ‘“Con- 











Pereira Reported As 


Hal Pereira is reported slated 
to succeed Frank Meyer as assist- 
ant secretary and general purchas- 
ing agent of Paramount. Pereira, 
it’s said, will also retain his other 
duties, which include that of chief 


chain. Paramount toppers refused 


to comment on the report. fess” will then be produced in 
Meyer plans to retire at the end Hollywood, followed by “Lorna 
of January after being with Par Doone” in Britain, Bernstein 


stated. (Edward Small previously 
announced “Lorna Doone” for 
British production and has a script 
in work. Small has prior registra- 
tion on the title in the U. S.) 


in various capacities for 37 years. 
He'll travel extensively. His first 
connection with the industry was 
with the Cameraphone Co. in Den- 


{which is not included in current | 
David O.} 


| week, 


Reissues to Nip H'wood Prod. Lag 


The formation of an_ exhib- 
owned company which would 
stockpile old films for their re- 
lease as reissues in the coming 
years is now being seriously dis- 
cussed by a number of leading 
U. S. circuit operators. The move- 
ment started several weeks ago 
when a prominent New York ex- 
hib pushed the idea. It has been 
furthered by a fear that sufficient 
product will not be forthcoming 
from Hollywood studios to keep 
the theatres going with a steady 
change of programs. 

Proposal now being considered 
is to capitalize a company, with 
each exhib contributing approxi- 
mately $5,000. Once the outfit 
starts its stockpiling operations, 
other exhibs could be taken in or 
the assessments could be jacked 


lup. At the outset, sponsors of the 


plan want some 15 or so promi- 
nent exhibs to participate. 

Main operations of the com- 
pany, at least in its initial period, 
would be concentrated on buying 
up indie product now available. 
Most majors have been conserving 
their oldies for future use but 
indie pix have been kicking around 
in the open market. Later, ex- 
hibs hope to make deals for the 
handling of reissues with the big 
companies. 

One fear expressed by exhib pro- 
moters of the idea is that oldies 
are being rapidly burned out by 
use on television. Once a film is 
telecast with cuffo consumption by 
set owners, the reissue value of 
the film is next to nil. If pix are 


(Continued on page 16) 


Disney, | Stromberg, 
| Faris to Testify In 
Detroit Trust Action 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 


Walt Disney, Hunt Stromberg, 
and Marvin L. Faris, ecxee as- 
sistant to the president of the So- 
ciety of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, will trek to this 
city Jan. 31 to be quizzed in the 
$8,750,000 treble damage suit 
brought by SIMMP against United 
Detroit Theatres, Paramount af- 
filiate, and the Cooperative The- 
atres of Michigan. Trio have 
agreed to be the leadoff witnesses 


reached substantial agreement, but |} examined by defendants in a series 


of examinations which will ulti- 
mately include the nine indie con- 
cerns bringing the action. 

Exams were ordered by the Fed- 
eral district court preliminary to 
the defendants filing their answers. 
Until all plaintiffs show up and are 
questioned, action cannot proceed. 

Suit charges UDT and Coopera- 
tive with conspiring to channel 
product in the Detroit area and de- 
flate rentals through monopolistic 
practices. 


SRO FIRES LAST OF 
ITS N. Y. PUBLICISTS 


Remnant of the Selznick Re- 





‘leasing Organization publicity staff 


in New York got its notice this 
Nick Mamula was pink- 
slipped as of this Friday (21) and 
Aileen Brenon winds up Jan. 28. 
Both Mamula and Miss Brenon 
are ex-Paramountites who were 
brought into the SRO fold two 
years ago by Bob Gillham, eastern 
pub-ad chief, who formerly topped 
the Par pub-ad department. Gill- 
ham’s pact with SRO runs until 
April. Whether he continues will 
depend on interim events. 
Continuance of Selznick’s paring 
of personnel to the point of elim- 
inating the entire publicity staff, 
except for Gillham, caused wun- 
usual trade comment, since prepa- 
rations are now under way for 


openings of “Portrait of Jennie,” 


about to go into release. It was 
reported that among those forced 
to go on the road to exploit the 
preems will be Gillham, Paul Mac- 
Namara, SRO national pub-ad top- 
per, and Mannie Reiner, Latin 
American distribution chief, who 
happens to be in New York at the 
moment and is a former Par flack, 
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MPEA 


Facilities Would Be Used 


Even If Majors Go to Solo Operation 





Even it members of the Motion? 
Picture Export Assn. determine 
next month to revert to individual | 
company operation in the four oc-| 
cupied countries and Netherlands 
East Indies, it is expected they 
will continue joint use of MPEA 
personnel and facilities as a serv- 
ice unit for economy reasons. For- 
mer MPEA setup in Holland is 
now being so used and is working 
ov: suecessfully. 

Possibility of such joint use of 
facilities was among subjects dis- 
cussed by foreign managers of the 
10 MPEA companies in a full-dress 
discussion of the future of the co- 
op foreign sales organization in 
New York Monday (17). Although 
it was expected that a decision 
would be reached at that time on 
whether or not operation would 
continue ur der the MPEA in Ger- 
many, Austria, Japan, Korea and 
NEI, no vote was taken and the 
decision was pushed off for a 
month. 

One reason for the delay was 
the absence of company prexies, 
who constitute the board of di- 
rectors of the MPEA. Most of them 
were heading for Florida for the 
conclave that was slated to get un- 
der way there yesterday (Tues- 
day). 

More important, however, was a 
desire by the foreign chiefs to 
get more dope on how far they 
could go toward restoring individu- 
al operation in the occupied areas. 
It is expected that War and State 
Dept. execs (General MacArthur 

(Continued on page 18) 


IA ASKS MEDIATION 
IN EXCHANGE TALKS 


In a move to ward off disrup- 
tion of film distribution opera- 
tions, reps of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees have called in the U. S. 
Mediation and Conciliation Serv- 
ice to help break the deadlock in 
the current negotiations with the 
majors for a new exchange work- 
ers pact. Federal mediator L. A. 
Stone has set his first meeting 
with both sides in New York for 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Efforts to -solve the impasse 
without Stone’s help failed last 
week following the major distribs’ 
refusal to offer IATSE chiefs a 





satisfactory compromise on their, 


15% wage hike demands. Distrib 
execs have declared they are in no 
position to grant another raise on 
top of the 15° given to the 2,500 
exchange employees last year. 
Last pact, inked in December, 
1947, added over $1,000,000 annu- 
ally to exchange payrolls. 





Seek Million Damages 
In Mass. Trust Suit 


Boston, Jan. 18. 

A civil action asking $1,000,000 
damages has been filed in Federal 
Court here by George A. Ryan, Bos- 
ton attorney, representing W. Les- 
lie Bendslev, owner and operator 
of the Community Playhouse, Wel- 
lesley Hills. Defendants are the 
Mé&P Corp., made up of New Eng- 
land Theatres, Publix-Netoco and 
Allston Theatres, the Keith-Mass. 
Corp. and the eight majors. 

The complaint alleges restraint 
of trade, conspiracy and monopo- 
lizing interstate commerce in pic- 
tures. Plaintiff claims that by un- 
reasonable clearance he is com- 
pelled to play 28 days after first 
run Boston and after the subse- 
quent second run of the Coolidge, 
Brookline; Paramount, Newton: Co- 
lonial, Natick; Paramount, Need- 
ham, and other theatres in or near 
Boston. 





Wanger to Col. For 
‘Wall,’ Mason Pic 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Columbia Pictures and Walter 
Wanger cooked up a deal whereby 
the indie producer will make “The 
Blank Wall” for Columbia release. 
James Mason will be starred. 

Wanger hed originally arranged 
to produce “Wall” for Eagle Lion 
re'case but later broke away from 
that studio. Picture, slated to start 
late in February, will be Wanger’s 
first Columbia relcase since 1933. 
Picture is based on 
Elizabeth Sanxay Holding. 


Wilde Goes ‘Skiing’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Lazar Wechsler, Swiss film pro- 


ducer, signed Cornel Wilde to star 


in “The Skiing Story,” to be made 


in the Alps. 


Wilde leaves for Switzerland 
Feb. 15 with his wife and child. 
Wechsler is also negotiating with 


Glenn Ford for a picture overseas. 





N.Y. as Film Center 
For Prod. Seen Boosted 


By Large-Scale Vidpix 


Great demand for video-pix by 
1950 will give New York its chance 


to surpass Hollywood as the world 
center of film production, accord- 
indie , 
Speaking before 100 di- 
the 
annual convention of the 
Guild, 
deRochement said the traditional 
Hollywood cost pattern cannot be 
used in making television films since 
they must be produced rapidly and 
of the 
studios, in addition to the “progres- 


ing to Louis deRochement, 
producer. 
rectors 
fourth 
eastern 


Saturday (15) at 


Sereen Directors 


inexpensively. Flexibility 


sive’’ methods of directors in the 


east, will turn New York into the 


new film mecca, he predicted. 
New slate of officers elected by 


SDG at their business meeting are 
Jack Glenn, March of Time direc- 


tor, president; Willard Van Dyke, 
Affiliated Film Producers, first 
v.p.; Leslie Roush, Leslie Roush 
Productions, second v.p.; Lloyd 


Durant, RKO-Pathe, recording sec- | 


retary; Leo Seltzer, World Today, 
secretary, and Herbert Kerkow, 
treasurer. Serving with the of- 
ficers as the new board of direc- 
tors are Al Altman, Gene Martel, 
William Resnick, Sidney Kaufman 
and Boris Kaplan. 

Initial chore before the incoming 
officers is the cleanup of the mini- 
mum basic agreement negotiations 


with approximately 60 indie pro- | 


ducers in the N. Y. and Chicago 
area. Talks have been dragging 


along for the last eight months | 


with no sign to date of a settle- 
ment. 





Old Rogers Pix to Acad 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Will Rogers, Jr., enriched the 
archives of the Academy of Motion 


Picture Arts and Sciences by a do- | 
nation of 150 prints of 35m film | 
from the estate of his late father. 


WB’s ‘Musical Comedy’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Joan Crawford, June Haver, Vir- 
ginia Mayo, Jack Carson and Gor- 
‘don MacRae will co-star’ in 
“Musical Comedy,” a high budget 
tunefilm at Warners. 

Picture will be made in Techni- 
color with Jerry Wald producing. 








Govt. Re-Exams 


——-ASCAP Decree 


Complications in the operation 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers, 
brought on by the recent anti- 
trust ruling of N. Y. Federal Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell on theatre fees, 
may mean a revamping of ASCAP’s 
consent decree with the -Govern- 
ment. Dept. of Justice lawyers 
have started a re-examination of 
the decree to see if the exhibs’ 
victory in knocking out seat taxes 


warrants a new book-of-rules for | 


the Society. 


old Lasser, special assistant at- 
torney general in N. Y., and Sig- 
mund Timberg, in charge of the 
consent decree section of the D. 
of J. Herbert A. Bergson, assistant 
heading the anti-trust section, is 
supervising. ASCAP consent de- 
cree was drawn in 1941. 

Lasser made the disclosure last 
week while battling an attempt by 
song publisher Abner Greenberg 
to upset the decree and win cer- 
tain modifications from the Fed- 


Conducting the survey are Har- | 


RKO Theatre Chain Presses For 
Solution of Partnership Situation 


+ 


+ While inception of the RKO 





United Appeal Lags 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Film industry’s Fourth Annual 
'United Appeal drive may wind up. 
‘this week, although only 74% of 
the goal has been achieved to date. | 
Aim is $1,303, 720. Latest report 
by Roy M. Brewer, chairman of the 
campaign, was $958,564, subscribed 
by 15,041 donors. 

Labor unions and guilds donated 
$305,714, while pledges from the 
upper brackets amount to $652,850. 








‘Non-Expert’ Defends 


anti-trust consent decree has been 
stalled until a stockholders’ meet 
can be called to okay the settle. 
ment, the RKO theatre chain is aj. 
ready pressing for a solution of its 
partnership holdings. RKO the. 
atre toppers have been engaged in 
negotiations with a number of its 
larger partners. Included in the 
dickerings are both the Trenton- 
New Brunswick theatres, held 59- 
50 by RKO and Walter Reade, and 
the Butterfield circuit, in which 
RKO has a minority interest. 
Understood that Reade has been 


| offered an undisclosed figure by 


RKO. The New Jersey circuit op- 
erator can either buy or sell at the 
stated price. Reade has that offer 


Crime Sex Costumers under consideration but, report- 
| ’ ? ei edly, no answer on the proposal 
| has yet been -received by RKO. 
As Boxoffice Fodder Trenton-New’ Brunswick circuit 

Hollywood. consists of 12 houses in or near 


Editor, VARIETY: 

The _ self-appointed “experts” | 
| who write about motion pictures 
| have often handed me many an | 
unintentional laugh, but the most 
j;recent one, I think, calls for a 
slight explanation from someone. 


| Motion picture editors all over 
| the country have reported with | 
| pride and straight faces that item 
about the National Allied Theatre 
| Owners having selected the three | 
subjects that are currently 
| “poison” at the boxoffice, namely, 
in their opinion, crime, sex and 
costume pictures. 


Oh, brother! 


in the wrong business. 

I am not in the theatre business 
| or connected in any way with the 
| motion picture industry. I am, 


| blanketing Michigan. 


If these boys are | 
| serious, then they should go back | 
| to selling suits—they’re certainly | 


Trenton, state capital. 


As for Butterfield, RKO has of- 
fered the circuit management sale 
of its interests in the 112 theatres 
If the But- 
terfield operators refuse to buy, 
the company will seek to liquidate 
its holdings with outside parties, 
There is no possibility of RKO 
buying an outright holding in any 
of these houses. It has a 10% in- 

(Continued on page 18) 





SWG OKAYS AFFILIATION 


BID OF EASTERN SCRIBES 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
| Screen Writers Guild voted to 
grant an application for affiliation 
made by the Assciated Film Wri- 
ters of New York City, which con- 


‘nounced by Hal Wallis. Separation 
‘goes into effect March 1. 





Before 
that time Haskin will direct Yuma 
location sequences involving Burt 
Lancaster in the Wallis production, 
“Rope of Sand.” 

Meanwhile, Wallis is negotiating 
with William Dieterle to direct the 
rest of the picture. 





Briefs From the Lots 











Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Richard Berger, producer who 
shifted from RKO to Paramount 
six months ago, ankled the lot to 
go into indie production . . . Roy 
Rogers started work in ‘Susanna 
Pass,” the first chore under his 
new four-pix-a-year deal with Re- 
public . . . Wendell Corey draws 
co-star billing with Barbara Stan- 
wyck in the forthcoming Hal 
Wallis production, “Thelma Jor- 
don.” . . . Monte Shaff and Lou 
Appleton arranged a two - picture 
commitment with Technicolor .. . 
Diane Douglas, wife of Kirk Doug- | 
las, makes her screen bow in “The 
East Side Story.” ... Cecil B. De- 
Mille sent “Samson and Delilah” | 
back before the lenses for a week 
of additional fight scenes. 


Louis De Rochemont called off 
his one-film-a-year deal with Metro 
and will go into indie production 
with a series of documentaries, 
starting with “Lost Boundaries.” 

Richard Ney, Peggy Ann 

Garner and Charles Ruggles head 
the cast in “The Great Specula- 
tor,” to be produced by Skyline 
Pictures for Film Classics release 

Thomas Gomez shifted from 

“Come to the Stable” at 20th-Fox 
for a role in “Midnight Kiss” at 
Metro ..,. David Brian drew sec-| 
ond male lead in the Ronald 
Reagan starrer, “Ghost Mountain,” 
at Warners. 

Harry Sherman acquired Tech- 
nicolor commitments for “Tall 
Man from Texas” and “Pride of 
Palomar,” to be filmed this year 

. Orbit Productions wil] make 


a novel by “Alimony,” starting Jan. 20 at Mo- 
tion Picture Center, as the second 


|of five pictures for Eagle Lion re-| days of Theda Bara. 


|man... Rita LaRoy plays a fashion bulk of the 





eral court. His plea was tossed out 
oral argument in which both Rob- 
bert P. Patterson and Louis Froh- 
changes in behalf of ASCAP. 
Greenberg wanted - weighted 
axed as well as changes in the 
qualifying conditions for new | cons Hollywood is attempting to 
tioner claimed he has been in the | lure back as a patron for their 
ist i [ si we si a7t . . . . 
publishing business since 1936, but cies it is in the middle of a slump, 
| it might be a good time to point 
WALLIS HASKIN SETTLE particularly to these misguided 
’ | National Allied Theatre Owners, 
) 
DIRECTOR’S CONTRACT more about “boxoffice” than they 
| seem to know. 
P s Last 
Amicable settlement of Byron} ,, . “i 
Haskin’s director contract, which | Y©#?; one of the big boxoffice 
| “T-Men.” This year, “He Walked 
| by Night” isn’t doing badly, either. 
| sar” on down, the list is impressive 
|, and, more recently, a minor item 
| all concerned. Crime is a rather 
| broad subject and it might be said 
| plot. There are pictures like “The 
| Killers” and “Sorry, Wrong Num- 
mention, which paid the rent for 
these self-same exhibitors. 
selling motion pictures, whether 
| you like it or not, ever since the 
lease .. . Walter Pidgeon drew one continue to do so. Do these boys 
of the top roles in “Storm Over! fancy that the public has made 
Wilson at Metro .. . Milton Sperl-/ their ilk into big boxoffice names 
ing, chief of United States Pic-| because they’re such fine actress- 
Hoodlums,” “Children” and “Mur- | (Conti 
der, Inc.,” for Warners release . . . | ee wee Fe 
ducers of the Lash LaRue western Small Gets 75G, 20% Cut 
series, planed to Charlotte, N. C., 
Adventure Pictures, Inc., which is! Increasing value being placed 
backing the series. ,upon 16m worldwide distribution 


by Judge Henry W. Goddard after 
lich appeared and offered the 
voting for officers and directors 
| you might say, one of those per- 
ASCAP publishing members. Peti- 
product. Now that Hollywood fan- 
| (Continued on page 16) 
| out to the august producers and 
that even an average layman knows 
| Hollywood, Jan. 18. |" ‘Take crime, for instance. 
had four years & Yen, wis tm “sleepers” was a little thing called 
| From “Scarface” and “Little Cae- 
called “Dillinger” made money for 
|to include almost every type of 
| ber,” and others too numerous to 
Sex, it seems to me, has been 
And it will 
Vienna,” to be produced by Carey | Betty Grable and Lana Turner and 
tures, will produce three pix, “The | es? Or because their films are so 
Ron Ormond and Ira Webb, pro- 
for the annual meeting of Western For 16m Rights on 10 Pix 
Warners shooting additional Tights is seen in the sale of 10 


scenes for the Danny Kaye starrer, Of his films by Edward Small last | 


“Happy Times,” to build up Bar- | week. 
bara Bates’ role . 
marest plays Betty Hutton’s press profits for the worldwide narrow- 
agent in “Red Hot and Blue” at gauge privileges. They were pur- 
Paramount... Paul Christian and chased by Sam Goldstein, head of 
eae o> MeNally drew top roles Commonwealth Pictures, N. Y 

MighE orton feet. p formerly |“ Value of the 16m rights, which 


“Night Watch,’ which Robert Aya 
Buckner will produce for UI . . was almost negligible before the 


Dennis O’Keefe and Louis Hay- Wr, has greatly increased as the 
ward, partners in Bardsdale Pro- result of a growing number of the- 
ductions, are 
David Loew for the purchase of | Product in various foreign coun- 
‘Tennessee’s Partner, which Loew | tries. Philippines and some Latin 
recently bought from Harry Sher-| American nations provide a large 
income from this 


Indie producer received a 


ing at ANE a My Every-. source, in addition to schools, civic | 
| “Fox... |groups, clubs a igi i- 
First production by Richard | ae in the 0. gag ig ee 


Goldstone under his Metro contract | . 
will be “Outriders,” not a western | a eS eee. the deal 
but a southwestern, with galloping | “Count of Monte Cristo ” “Som of 


thataway in the Civil War period. | Monte Cristo,” “My Son. My Son,” 
’ Son, My Son, 


. Merton E. Harrison, once a/% ¢ 
press agent for Dan Patch up in| Corsican Brothers,” “Kit Car- 
son,” “Last of the Mohicans,” 


Minneapolis, comes out of his 


. . William De- $75,000 advance against 50% of the. 


negotiating with |atres using the sub-standard size | 


retirement, as a California real 
estate operator, flack “The Great 
Dan Patch,” visiting oldtime edi- 
tors who knew him when, 


| “Miss Annie Rooney,” “Friendly 


Enemies,” “A Gentleman After 
Dark,” and “Man in the Iron 
' Mask.” 


sists largely of television scribes. 
Although the New York group will 
call itself the Eastern Division of 
SWG, the two organizations will re- 
tain their own autonomy. Com- 
bined memberships of both groups 
totals more than 1,200. 

| SWG also voted to discontinue 
publication of its official magazine, 
the Screen Writer, and approved 
the appointment of a committee by 
George Seaton, prexy, to negotiate 
a new contract with the film stu- 
dios. Committee includes Seaton, 
Charles Bracket, Oliver H. P. Gar- 
rett, Sheridan Gibney, Albert 
|Hackett, Don Hartman, Arthur Ko- 
ber, Emmett Lavery, Sloan Nibley, 
Ernest Pascal, Dwight Taylor and 
Harry Tugend. 





Calhern, Roland Young 


For Brando’s ‘Benny’ 


Marlon Brando, whose role in 


the current legiter, “Streetcar 
_Named Desire,” has led to conver- 
'sations with several film com- 


| panies, has elected to appear in 
|“St. Benny the Dip,” which indie 
producer George Auerbach plans 
|to make. Others lined up for the 
| cast by Auerbach are Louis Cal- 
| hern and Roland Young, with the 
leading femme role possibly to be 
taken by either Meg Mundy, who 
scored in last year’s legit produc- 
‘tion of Sartre’s “The Respectful 
Prostitute,” or Hildegarde Knef, 
German player recently imported 
by David O. Selznick. 

| Auerbach has been confabbing 
_with United Artists on a releasing 
_deal and with New York banks for 
financing. UA is interested and 
will probably go ahead if the pro- 
ducer is successful in arranging 
the necessary production § coin. 
Despite the legit names lined up, 
pic would be made in Hollywood. 





SWG Ready to Meet On 


Reissues, Foreign Prod. 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

The Screen Writers Guild is 
ready to meet with other Holly- 
wood guilds and unions to discuss 
the problem of reissues and foreign 
'production, SWG prexy George 
Seaton told the Hollywood AFL 
Film Council at its regular Monday 
(17) meeting. Seaton said that 
writers favor an all-industry pub 
lic relations council. . 

Seaton and Sam Moore, Radio 
Writers Guild prez, who also spoke 


at the meeting, said they were 
working together on_ problems 
raised by television. Two scribe 


guilds will meet shortly with video 
producers to work out a code oO 


‘fair practices. 


o— 
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) EL Embarks on New Economy 


Prod. Measure Via Bunched Filming 


Eagle Lion 
new Oheory of film-making—pro- 
duction in cycles—to bring down 
the costs of operating a studio. The 
company, an EL spokesman told 


Variety this week, will produce | 


films in spurts and then, if neces- 


sary, shut down until a new batch | 


of pix are ready for the cameras. 

By turning to the new technique, 
EL topper said, the company will 
avoid meeting studio overhead on 
a 52-weeks-in-the-year basis. In- 
stead, those fixed charges which 
pile up whenever a lot is open will 
only accumulate during the actual 
times when pix are in production 
on a volume output. EL can use 
the different system, it’s said, be- 
cause the company is compara- 
tively new and free from longterm 
commitments such as contract play- 
ers and technicians. 

First trial of the changed produc- 
tion setup starts Feb. 16 when EL 
unlocks its doors to lense three 
films. Two of these in the semi- 
documentary bracket, to be pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy, go before the 
cameras on that date. The third, 
tentatively titled ‘‘Marker X,” will 
be turned out by Aubrey Schenck 
and Steve Sekely, with the pic set 
to go early in March. 

Meanwhile, EL will begin bunch- 
ing other scripts so that the com- 
pany can throw them into produc- 
tion at one time either immediately 
after the first covey or following 
another temporary shutdown of the 
lot. Among those slated for early 
production are 
Underworld,” “The World and 
Little Willie,” “These Were My 
Orders” and a film which Robert T. 
Kane will produce about the postal 
dept. 

Green signal for the first three 
new films has been given following 
an arrangement to draw the neces- 
sary bankrolling from the First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston. Money has 
been allocated out of several mil- 
lions of dollars of credit available 
to EL under a financial credit 
which was set up with the bank 
about a year ago. Since then, the 
company has reduced the actual 
indebtedness created by past ad- 
vances. 





Hollywood’s ‘Unusual’ 
Weather Actually Proves 
$ Saver for Pair of Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 

Hollywood’s unusual weather, in- 
cluding real snow, interrupted out- 
door shooting schedules on a num- 
ber of lots but saved money for at 
least two studios. 

Metro filmed skiing scenes by 
Janet Leigh and Peter Lawford in 
the Hollywood foothills for “Storm 
Over Vienna,” thereby obviating 
an expensive junket to Sun Valley, 
Idaho. At 20th-Fox the studio's 
New York street was covered with 
snow, so the camera crews shot 
100,000 feet of winter film. With 
this background it will not be 
necessary to make an eastern trek 


for location scenes in “Come to the 
Stable.” 


PHILLY EXHIB SUES 
WB, OTHERS FOR 1826 


Philiadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Dante Icampo, who operated the 
Glenside (suburban theatre), filed 
Sult in Federal district court here 
against Warner Bros., its three af- 
filiates and seven other major pro- 


ducers and distribs, asking $182,000 
damages. 





William Gray, who has repre- | 
sented the Goldman theatre chain. 


In a similar suit involving the first- 
run Erlanger, is counsel for Icam- 
po. The plaintiff alleges discrimi- 
nation against his house in favor 
ea homes Garvey Warner the- 
s—the i 
Erlen, orktown, Keswick and 
Icampo operated the Glensi 
enside 
— March, 1946, to March 1948. 
5 e $182,000 tota. is the sum he 
aims he would have made without 


the alleged discrimination, 


is embarking into at» 


“12 Against the) 





| WB Resumes Feb. 1 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


resumed during the first week in 
February, starting with “The Octo- 
| pus and Mrs. Smith,” a Harry Kur- 
|nitz production co-starring Jane 
Wyman and Dennis Morgan. 

Michael Curtiz will direct, as the 
first job under his new contract 
with the studio. Picture is based 
on an original yarn by Jerry Grus- 
kin. 


Indiana Assn. 
Warns Exhibs 
On False Returns 


Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 

Indie exhibitor associations, con- 
tinuing their all-out fight against 
so-called forced percentage deals, 
have warned their members against 
being cajoled into such a deal by 
film salesmen on the assumption 
the exhib can still turn a profit on 
the picture by falsifying his box- 
office returns. Latest to issue such 
advice was Allied Theatre Owners 
of Indiana, which declared that ex- 
hibitors going for such deals not 
only may get themselves seriously 
involved but also strengthen the 
position of distributors “by furnish- 
jing them with a number of deals 
to use as argument against reduc- 
;ing their unreasonable demands.” 

In its latest bulletin to exhib 
members, ATOI declared it had 
never condoned falsifying reports. 
“It is because we have always taken 
a positive position that once a con- 
tract is signed the exhibitor must 
furnish an accurate report to the 
very last penny, that we repeatedly 
admonished you to make the right 











Production at Warners will be | 





| 
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00% OF EM IN 


4,000,000 GLASS 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Hollywood’s independent pro-| 
ducers have accounted for 20% of 
all the films in the history of the 
industry which have’ earned 
$4,000,000 or mBre in domestic 
rentals, a study of VaRIETY’s re- 
cent list of “Golden Circle’ all- 
time top-grossers discloses. Im- 
portant part which the independ- 
ents have played in _ providing 
money pictures is evidenced in 
that the three top films on the list 
are from indies. 

Hard time that the lone-wolf 
film-makers have had during the} 
past couple years, however, is sig- 
nalized by the fact that only one 
of the over-$4,000,000 films of 1948 
came out of an indie unit. That’s 
a one-in-seven ratio as against the 
all-time record of one-in-five. Cut 
in the quantity and quality of 
indie production caused by the 
difficulty of getting financing with 
markets slipping and costs at peak 
levels has been responsible for the 
lack of prominence of the indies 
in the “Golden Circle” during the 
past year. 

David O. Selznick accounted for 
two of the three films that led the 
alktime list, while Samuel Gold- 
wyn is credited with the other. The 
DOS entries were “Gone With the 


, Wind,” easily the world’s champ 


grosser with about $22,000,000 in 
the till domestically, and “Duel in 
the Sun,” which, when completely 
played off, will account for about 
$8,700,000. Second only. to 
“GWTW” in earnings is Goldwyn’s 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” which 


{will have accounted for $10,170,- 


000 in its roadshow and first-time- 
around-at-regular-scale runs. 


Going down the list farther indi- 
cates that Selznick carries credit 
for a total of four of the all-time 
top-grossers. In addition to 


i\“GWTW” and “Duel,” he came off 


kind of a deal to begin with,” the | 


bulletin stated. That advice is still 


|good, ATOI said, despite the per- |"? 
|suasion that is sometimes used to | With 


| get a contract signed at terms the 
exhibitor knows in advance cannot 
| result profitably. In line with this, 
| 


the bulletin claimed that exhibi- 


deal with the admission that it “is 
|admittedly exorbitant but it’s the 
‘only way the company will accept 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘HUGHES FINDS IT EASIER 
~ TO KEEP STUDIO OPEN 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Learning that maintenance and 
upkeep nut, despite shutdown, 
would reach $2,800 weekly, Howard 
Hughes reversed his decision to 
close RKO Pathe lot in Culver 
City. 

Lot, running under skeleton set- 
up, costs around $5,000 weekly. By 
keeping lot open to indies, Hughes 
will be able to hold nut below §$2,- 
800 mark. Current tenants are 





with “Spellbound” and “Since You 
Went Away,” which did $5,000,000 
and $4,500,000, respectively. Gold- 
wyn appears twice on the list, first 
“BYOL” and second with 


“Kid from Brooklyn,” which hit. 


$4,000,000. No other producer hit 
more than once, including Leo 


| McCarey, who scored with “Bells 


‘tors are sometimes lulled into a| Of St. Mary’s” ($8,000,000), Walt 


Disney, who had “Snow White” 
($6,000,000), Sol Lesser’ with 
“Stagedoor Canteen” ($4,500,000) 


and Howard Hawks with “Red 
River” ($4,150,000). | 

“River” was the only indie entry 
hitting the nation’s screens during 
1948 that earned more than 
$4,000,000. The only films counted 
as independently-made in the 


| above tabulation are those which 


'were genuinely financed and pro- 


_ Argosy, Sol Lesser and David O. | 


Selznick .plus 
Lesser’s son Julian. 

Under original decision to close, 
| Argosy and Lesser were to move 
to RKO at Gower street and Selz- 
nick was expected to remain, keep- 
ing one wing of main building open 
for skeleton crew. Unknown now 
whether all space-holders will re- 
main under new decision to keep 
plant open. 


‘Alice’ Print Ready 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Arthur Krim, Eagle Lion prexy, 
received a print of Lou Bunin’s 
“Alice in Wonderland,” combo live- 
action and cartoon feature, pro- 
duced in Paris last year. Print was 
planed in from London, where the 
film was processed. 

Film will be distributed by Eagle 
Lion in U. S., going into general 





indie headed by | 


{ 


| 


j 


duced by an indie. Excluded are 
the semi-independents, based pri- 
marily on capital gains considera- 
tions, which were financed and to 
a considerable degree controlled. 
by major studios. 


NT STEPPING UP B.9. 
WITH ‘TALENT QUEST’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Aimed at stepping up lagging 
boxoffices, National Theatres starts 
a “Talent Quest” Feb. 6 to pick 
the nation’s ‘most talented” ama- 
teur. A screentest, merchandise 
prizes, and $1,000 cash are the 
lures. Contest winds week of April 
17, when winners in the circuit’s 
six divisions will promenade at 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre. 


All theatres in circuit will par-' 





ticipate, with pro ringers being 
carefully sorted out. Local and 
district finals will be held late! 


in March, with division finals slated 


for week of April 3 at Loew’s State, 


L. A., with the winners then going 
to the Chinese. 

Idea for the contest originated 
in the Derver territory a year ago. 
It was so successful, circuit head 
Charles P. Skouras ordered it 


‘release after a New York preem., _ broadened to the entire chain. | . 


New Chalif-Hatrs. 


Engineers Needle Film Industry 
On Delay in Large-Screen Video 


,% 
» 





The film industry—particularly 
ots “ the major companies—is given the 
Lupino © Indie needle to get going this year on 

large-screen television or be left 
_ Hollywood, Jan. 18. | behind in the rush, in a report 

Ida Lupino is going in for indie | issued this week by the Society of 
production, in association with An-| Motion Picture Engineers. Interim 
son Bond, with “Bad Company, 4 survey, completed by a special 
tale of unmarried mothers, starting | eommittee, sees little evidence of 
early in February at California) action by industryites to join the 
Studio, with Elmer Clifton direct-| parade although “theatre-televi- 


ing. neh : : | sion equipment has been developed 

meaty ae eS B-4 which is capable of providing pic- 
legitimate,” but the Johnston OF) tures of continuing entertainment 
fice turned thumbs down. 





| value.” 
“The radio-frequency spectrum 
is very rapidly becoming over- 


crowded,” report declares. “If the 
motion picture industry ever hopes 
to use television in the theatre, 
action must be taken now. A year 
from now may be too late. Pro- 
ducers, distributors and exhibitors 
| alike must unite and approach the 


Held No Threat To 
| FCC with a well-formulated plan 


= well-fo ed plan 
Bagnall Authority :::siz.s2u.itsasien 


| 
| The report makes no bones over 





Opening by Selmer Chalif of a 
new United Artists headquarters in 
Los Angeles separate from that 
maintained by George Bagnall, v.p. 
in charge of production, represents 
no diminution of Bagnall’s authori- 
ty, according to UA execs in New 
York. Chalif, recently appointed 
to the task of rustling up additional 
product for UA, has created some 
eyebrow-raising by setting up his 
own office a couple of weeks ago 
instead of moving in with Bagnall. 


There are said to be two consid- 
erations involved in the divorce- 
ment. One is lack of space in Bag- 
nall’s present headquarters, which 
are on the General Service lot, and 
the other is the advantage of being 
in a downtown office building, 
rather than a studio where the ac- 
tion of any prospective producer 
who might come in to see UA execs 
would be open to notice and com- 
ment. 

Grad Sears, UA prexy, is said to 
have appointed Chalif to the new 
job because so much of Bagnall’s 


time is taken up with banking mat- | 


ters, since he must countersign 


the fact that it considers filmites 
dawdlers in getting into the tele 
act. It believes the industry miss- 
ed the boat when it failed to make 
a strong pitch for specific fre- 
quency allocations at FCC hear- 
ings in 1947. SMPE at that 
time went ahead with its state- 
ment of the case “in spite 
of the lack of interest shown,” 
and the FCC in ’48 did not make 
available specific frequencies but 
did provide that certain channels 
could be used experimentally. 
Repeated Requests 
Touching further on the back- 
ground, SMPE report declares 
that the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America “was then approached 
with repeated requests that it co- 
operate in television work of the 
Society if it had any reason to be- 
lieve that theatre television would 
(Continued on page 16) 





Sirk Dispels Confusion 
On ‘2 Hearts,’ Set to Roll 


many producers’ checks, okay esti- | 

mates, verify weekly progress re- | Europe Prod. in Spring 
ports, etc. Chalif’s job, as Sears Dispelling industry confusion 
sees it, is to get around with pro- over which film company would 
ducers and potential producers produce “Two Hearts in Three- 
semi-socially, as well as in a busi- Quarters Time,” indie producer 
ness sense, in order to sew them Douglas Sirk revealed last week on 
up to UA deals. It is also planned his return from Europe that he had 
that Chalif will go abroad to track sewed up rights to the property and 


/man’s 


down product and arrange produc- 
tion setups. 


‘SNAKE PIT’ SEEN NO 
PROBLEM AFTER ALL 


“Snake Pit,” 20th-Fox’s chief 
problem picture for 1949, may 
emerge as its top grosser of the 
year. Company had been worried 
that the picture, which carries a 
$3,800,000 budget, might not fare 
too well at the boxoffice because 
of its theme about a demented 
woman in an asylum. Early re- 





|turns, however, show it grossing on 


an average of 27% above “Gentle- 
Agreement,” 20th’s top 
money-maker in 1948. 

In the 23 key cities (excluding 
New York and Chicago) where it 
has opened so far, “Pit” has 
grossed close to $635,000, whereas 
“Agreement” in those same cities 
pulled about $420,000. In its run 
of 11 weeks to date at the Rivoli, 
N. Y., “Pit” has amassed almost 
another $600,000 and has done 
equally standout biz during its run 
of 10 weeks at the Garrick, Chi- 
cago. 


Fitzgerald Re-Optioned 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Barry Fitzgerald’s player option 
was picked up by Paramount for 
the sixth year. He has been work- 
ing on the same lot since “Going 
My Way.” 

During that time Fitzgerald has 
made 24 pictures, including his 
latest, “Top O’ the Morning,” in 
which he works again with Bing 
Crosby. 





ce ant. 


would roll it in Europe in early 

| spring under the aegis of his newly- 

incorporated production company. 
Sirk has secured private finan- 


cing for the picture, which is to be 


lensed either in Vienna or Stock- 
holm with an all-American cast. 
Budget has been set at about $900,- 
000, with Sirk pointing out the 
same picture produced in Holly- 
wood today would cost over $1,300,- 
000. Hollywood writer Jochen Huth 
is rounding the screenplay into 
shape and Sirk is now huddling 
with several major distribs for 
worldwide release. Confusion over 
the property arose when several 
other indie producers also claimed 
they had sewed up rights to the 
story, which was origimally filmed 


‘by PFA in Germany. 


Sirk, whose last American film 
to be released was Columbia's 
“Sleep, My Love,” plans to shoot 
at least one more picture in Europe 
this year. Kkt’s to be either an origi- 
nal story, titled “White Knights,” 
or a remake of the famous German 
silent picture, ‘Cabinet of Dr. Cali- 
gari.” 


COL. GUNS 7 FEATURES 
DESPITE PEAK BACKI.0G 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Seven features and a seria! will 





'get the gun at Columbia in the 


next three weeks, regardless of the 


‘company’s backlog of 36 completed 


pictures, the largest in its history. 

Waiting at the starting gate are 
“Kazan,” “Blazing Trail,” “Anna 
'Lucasta,” “Bat Man and Robin,” 
“Rusty’s Birthday,” “Annapolis,” 
“Miss Grant Takes Richmond” and 
‘“My Next Husband.” 
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H.0.’s Nip L.A. Albeit ‘Words Music 


At BO. $65,000; Sky’ High $72,000, 


Hope 326, ‘Act’ Murder in 2d, 96 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. Down to $13,500. Last week, neat | 
Two strong new bills are giving $15,300. | 
a lift to biz here this weck de-| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; agin 
spite preponderance of holdovers. | “Enchantment (RKO) (4th wk) 
“Words and Music” looks bright and “Blackie’s Chinese Venture 
$65,000 in three theatres while a 319 800. Mild $12,500. Last | 
“Vvellow Sky” shapes bi 2.000 week, $12,600. _ 
or piste oy Sage ee Meh " Paramount (F&M) oa ty 
‘“iatebann” anbinaen tn tnd , —‘“Paleface” (Par) and “Far Fron- 
Paleface” continues to pace the tier” (Rep) (3d wk). Neat $17,000 


holdovers, sithting $32,000 or close : sh io yg dedi nst 

in two Paramount houses. Others wed ml ye aaa Last week, 
are mild. Third week of road- gh Bch he ‘Hollywood (F&M) 
showing of “Red Shoes” is running (1.451: 60-$1)—‘Paleface” (Par) 


ahead of second stanza with $9.500 
likely in single small-seater. “‘Por- 
trait of Jennie” is down to $9,500 ‘ 
: . , ; ins $16,200. 
in fourth session while “Joan of " RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
Arc” is off at $19,500, also fourth 30)-—“Enchantment” (RKO) (4th 
week, in two spots. “Act of Mur- yy) and “Chinese Venture” (Col) 
der” is very dim $9,000 in second | (3q wk). Mild $13,500. Last week, 
round, five sites. $13,700. 
Estimates For This Week Ritz (FWC) pie - aagrena 
elmont (FWC) 532: -¢1)— of Murder” (U) and “Shep Comes 
ope eimont (FWC) (1,552: 60-51) | | Home” (SG) (2d wk). Off to. $2,500 
Blood On Moon (RKO) and } E 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (3d wk- in 4 days. Last week, thin $6,000. 
: Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 


(Rep) (3d wk). 
smart 


and “Far Frontier” 
Steady $15,000. Last week, 


5 days). Okay $2,000 or near. Last . = Hy 
eee as 2 “Act of Murder” (U) and “Shep 
week, good $3 500. = Comes Home” (SG) (2d wk). Near 
Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-1.80) | $1 500. Last week, slim $3,000. 
—"Joan Arc” (RKO) (4th wk).| " United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 
Near $6,000. Last week, moderate! __«act of Murder” (U) and “Shep 
$6.200. Comes Home” (SG) (2d wk). Only 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- $2.500. Last week, dim $7,000. 
Prin-Cor) (834; 65-$1) — “Best Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Oke $3,500. “Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska 
Last week, $4,500. Patrol” (FC). Fast $12,000 or over. 


- +O > 19. ex. Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) (3d 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85 wk-6 days), $5,400. 


$1.°5) — “Portrait Jennie” (SRO) Vo igh. ; rae 
+} ee ¥ ‘ gue (FWC) (885; 60-85 

(4th og $9,500. Last week, “Blood On Moon” (RKO) and 

Okay. $50,000. “Trouble Preferred” (20th) (3d wk- 
Cxinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 5 days). Good $3,500. Last week, 


60-71) — “Yellow. Sky” (20th) and nifty $5,000. 
“Alaska Patrol” (FC). Fast $18,000. Wilshire (FWC) (2.296: 60-$1)— 
Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) (3d “Words and Music” (M-G). Sharp 
wk-6 days), $8,000. $18,500. Last week, “Command De- 
Culver (FWC) 60-$1)— cision” (M-G) (3d wk-6 days), $5,- 
“Blood On Moon” (RKO) and 600. 
“Trouble Preferred” (20th) (3d Wiltern , (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
wk-5 days). Nice $3,000. Last week, “Whiplash” (WB) (2d wk-5 days). 
$4.800. About $6,000. Last week, good 
Downtown (WB) (1.757: 60-$1)— $11,000. 


Okay $9,000. Last week, smart Cary Grant Great 
$21,000 in Denver 


$18.600. 
Powntown Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
Denver, Jan. 18. 
“Every Girl Should Be Married” 


(1,145; 





(902; 55-$1)—“Best Years” (RKO) 
(34 wk). Near $8,000. Last week, | 
good £9.500. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— | 
“Words and Music” (M-G). Bright 
$17,500. Last week, “Command De- | 
cision” (M-G) (3d wk-6 days), $5,- 


800. 

El Rey (FWC) (861: 60-$1)— is packing the Orpheum this ses- 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (mo.). Good. Sion, with big week in prospect and 
$7,000. Last week. “Blood On holdover certain. “Wonderful 
Moon” (RKO) and “Trouble Pre- Urge” looks fairly good in two 
ferred” (20th) (2d wk), $3,800. spots. “Henry V” is sturdy at 


Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) Vogue on upped-scale run. 
—‘Woman Hunt” (Indie) (2d wk). face’ is doing fine = fourth week 
About $2,000. Last week, oke $2,- 2t Denham and stays another. 
500. ° Estimates for This Week 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20-2.40) 
—‘Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Up —‘Song Is Born” (RKO) (3d wk). 
to 59.500, solid. Last week, steady Okay $6,500. Last week, good 
$8 500. $7,500. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: $1.20-| Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 35-70) 
2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (12th wk). —“Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). Fine 
Good $7,000. Last week, nice $7,- $13,000, and holds again. Last 
400. week, fine $15,000. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Act) Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74) — 
of Murder” (U) and “Shep Comes; “Man from Colorado” (Col) and 
Home” (SG) (2d wk). Only $1,000. “Here Comes Trouble” (UA), day- 
Lest week, thin $2,300. ‘date with Webber. Nice $16,000. 

_Hawaii_ (G&S-Prin-Cor) (1,106; Last week, “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) 
55-$1/—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d|/ and “Olympic Games °48” (EL), 
wk). Finates at $3,500. Last week, | $17.000. 
okrv $4,300. | Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74) — 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— ‘Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
“Whiplash” (WB) (2d wk-5 days). “Leather Gloves” (Col), day-date 
Oke $6,500. Last week, neat $12,- with Paramount. Good $2,500. 
400. | Last week, “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) 

Hollywood Music Hall (Prin- and “Olympic Games °48” (EL), 
Cor) (55-85)—"Best Years” (RKO) fine $3,000. 

(3d wk). Fair $2,500. Last week, Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
$3.300. _“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Act of “Indian Agent” (RKO). Sock $21- 
Murder” (U) and “Shep Comes 000 for Cary Grant starrer, “Mar- 
Home” (SG) (2d wk). Slight $1,500. ried.” Combo is sure to hold. Last 
Last week, $2,700. /week, “Three Musketeers” (M-G) 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; $1.20)— (2d wk), good $15,000. 
“Svmphonie Pastorale” (Indie) (4th | 


wk). Good $4,500. Last week, $5,-| “Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
100. '“Leather Gloves” (Col), also Fs- 
Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2.404: | quire. Fair $9.000. Last week, 


60-$1)—“Yellow Sky” (20th) and/ “Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) and 
“Alaska Patrol” (FC). Hefty $31,-| “Who Killed (Doc) Robbin” 
000. Last week, “Snake Pit” (20th) | same. 
(3d wk-6 days), $12,300. | Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74)—“Yel- 
Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2,097: low Sky” (20th) and *Million-Dol- 
6U-$1)—‘‘Words and Music” (M-G). lar Weekend” (EL) (m.o.). Oke 
Smart $29,000. Last week, “Com- $2,300. Last week. “Loaded 
mand Decision” (M-G) (3d wk-6 Pistols” (Col) and “Smoky Moun- 
days). $10,500. tain Melody” (Col), fair $3,000. 


Loyola ‘FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— | Vogue ‘Art Cinema) (600; 60- 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Alaska $1.20)—“Henry V” (UA). Big | 
Patrol” (FC). Hefty $11,000. Last $3,500. Holds. Last week. “Shoe. 
week, “Snake Pit”. (20th) (3d wk- Shine” (Indie) (2d wk). fair 
6 days), $4.900. $1,500. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210;| Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74)—“Man | 
60-31)—“Blood On Moon” (RKO) from Colorado” (Col) and “Hen | 


and ‘Trouble Preferred” (20th) (3d Comes Trouble” (UA). also Den- | 


wk-5 days). Nice $8,500. Last week, ver. Good $3,000. Last week. | 
healthy $15,400. “Gotta Stay Happy” (U) and 

Palace ‘D’town) (1,191; $1-$1.80) “Olympic Games °48” (EL). fair. 
—‘“Joan Are” (RKO) (4th wk). $2,500. | 


“Pale- | 


Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) | 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)—_ 


(U), | 


‘By Night’-Vaude Fast 


$16,000, Balto Leader | ‘Witch Wakes Up Philly, Sock $31,000: | 
Married 326, By Night Big 166, 2 


Baltimore, Jan. 18. | 
Trade is taking a nice lift here, 


this week, with “He Walked By | 
Night” tied to vaude at combo) 
lippodrome drawing them in 


solidly. “Whiplash” at the Stanley | 


also is attracting pleasing response. | 

“Three Godfathers” at 
Century is just okay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- | 


60) — “Three Godfathers” (M-G). | 
Okay $14,000. Last week, “Words | 


and Musie” (M-G) (2d wk), fine | 
$12,200. | 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) —“‘He Walked By Night’ 
(EL) plus vaude. Sturdy $16,000 or 
over. Last week, “Boy With Green 
Hair’ (RKO) and vaude, $13,600. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60) — “Mexican Hayride” (VU). 
Opened today (Tyes.) after “Pale- 
face” (Par) costipleted three and 
half weeks. Final 10 days of third 
week hit $16,500, with total for run 
being $53,000. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Siren Atlantis’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Above - average $6,000 after very 
bright getaway at $8,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) (2d wk). Hold- 


ing well at $9,000 after fine $14,200 | 


opener. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — 


“Whiplash” (WB). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “The Accused” (Par), 
$9,300. 


Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) | 


—‘Every Girl Married” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Excellent $9,000 after steady 
second week at $10,700. 


‘Juan’ Giant $26,000 in 
Frisco; ‘Hair’ Good 196, 
‘Urge’ Rousing $20,000 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
Rising temperature is helping 
the boxoffice situation here this 
week. “Don Juan” is easy stand- 
out with a terrifie session in the 
St. Francis. “Boy With Green 





Hair” shapes good at Golden Gate | 


while “Wonderful looks 
strong at Warfield. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85) “Boy With Green Hair” 
(RKO) and “Close-Up” (EL). Good 


Urge” 


$19,000. Last week, “Every Girl 
Married” (RKO) and ‘‘Indian 
Agent” (RKO) (3d wk), 4. days, 
nice $10,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) (3d wk). Mild 


$11,000. Last week, fast $19,500. 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
“Christopher Blake” (WB). Strong 
$20,000. Last week, “Hills of 
Home” (M-G) and “No Minor 
Vices” (20th), neat $17,500. 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
i“Paleface” (Par) and “Disaster” 
(Par) (4th wk). Brisk $13,000 in 5 
days. Last week, $19,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85) 


—‘‘Don Juan” (WB). Terrific $26.- | 


|000. Last week, “The Accused” 
'(Par) (3d wk), fine $8,000. 

| Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—‘‘Dark Past” (Col) and ‘‘Sur- 
render Dear” (Col). 
or near. Last week, “‘Rogues’ Regi- 


ment” (U) and “Ladies of Chorus” | 


|(Col) (2d wk), fair $12,000. 
| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—“‘Best Years” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Good $6,000. Last week, 
$7,200. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 


$1,20-$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (10th 
wk). Nice $10,500. Last week, 
$11,000. 

| Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
|—“Rogues’ Regiment” (U) and / 
“Ladies of Chorus” (Col) (m.o.). | 


Solid $6,000. Last week “Untamed 
Breed” (Col) and “Highway 13” 
(SG), $5,500. 


Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)—_ 


\“‘Human Beast” (Indie) and ‘Kiss 
of Fire’ (Indie) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Good $2,500. Last week $2,800. 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 
60-85)—“‘Yellow Sky” (20th) and 


“Bungalow 13” (20th) (m.o.). Nice | 


$2,300 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (m.o.), 
$3,500 


State (Par) (2,133: 60-85)—“In 
Navy” (U) and “Hold That Ghost” 
(U) (reissues) (2d wk). Down to 
$5,000 in 4 days. 








a 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 





tax. | 


Loew’s | 


Thin $12,000 | 


Last week, big | 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $3,042,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 230 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 





cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year .. . $3,003,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 226 
theatres). 








‘Gotta Stay Hep 
$15,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 

Helped by highly 
weather, principal newcomers, 
“Gotta Stay Happy,” “Lady in Er- 
mine’ and “Gallant Blade” are 
| making respectable showings. Im- 
pressive list of holdovers include 
the high-stepping “Paleface” and 
| ‘Every Girl Should Be Married.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Paleface” (Par) (m.o.) Still plenty 
virile at $6,000. Last week, “Hol- 
low Tritgnph” (EL), $6,500. 
| Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40-50) — 
| “Kidnapped” (Mono) and “Trouble 
| Makers” (Mono). Moderate $3,500. 
Last week, “Blockade” (UA) and 
‘“‘Hangmen Also Die” (UA) 
sues), $3,700. 

Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,869; 90- 
| $1.20)—‘“‘Henry V” (UA) (2d run) 


(2d wk). Has given good account of | 


itself, but after three days of se- 
cond stanza must give way to 
legiter, “Medea.” First-rate $3,000 
after strong $9,000 initial canto. 


Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Yel- | 


{low Sky” (20th) (3d wk). Sturdy 
$5,000 after hefty $7,200 second 
week. 


Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—‘‘Last | 
Days Pompeii’ (RKO) and “She” | 


| (RKO) (reissues) (m.o.). Here after 

amazing run at RKO-Pan. Fast 
$2,200. Last week, “Mexican Hay- 
ride” (U) (3d wk), good $2,000. 


Radio City (Par) (4,500: 50-70)— 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (U). Big 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Paleface” 


(Par) (2d wk), huge $15,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 


70)—“‘Gallant Blade” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Every Girl 
Married” (RKO) (2d wk), solid 
$11,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Here after two solid Orpheum 
| weeks. wift $9,000. Last week, 
“Last Da¥s Pompeii” (RKO) and 
“She” (RKO) (reissues), amazing 
$9,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Lady 
‘in Ermine” (20th). Betty Grable 
coaxing ticket buyers, but not 
everybody enthusiastic over this. 
Okay $10,000 looms. Last week, 
“Hills of Home” (20th), $10,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1,000; 
“Three Musketeers” (M-G). Very 
good $4,300 at nabe house. Last 

week, “Road House” (20th), $3,200. 

World (Mann) 
“Hollow Triumph” (EL) (m.o.). 
Fairly nice $2,500. Last week, 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB) (3d 
wk), $2,200. 





Jane Powell Ups ‘Yours’ 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

The holiday air here pre-Inaugu- 
ration in evidence over the weekend 
is bringing cheer to mainstem ex- 
hibs. Leading the boxoffice race by 
many lengths is “Unfaithfully 
Yours” at Loew’s Capitol, hypoed 
by p.a. of Jane Powell. Looks 
close to record take. ‘Enchant- 
ment” at Trans Lux, is still hot in 
its fourth stanza. Flurry of top 
|; newcomers being held for mid- 
week when Inaugural shindig is 
at peak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-80)— 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) plus 
vaude headed by Jane Powell. Ter- 
rific $40,000, with Metro starlet 
rated a big draw. Last week, 
“Kissing Bandit” (M-G) plus 
Vaughn Monroe orch on stage, be- 
| low estimate but still big at 


| $35,000 


—“Yellow Sky” (20th) (m.o.) 2d 

|Wk). Stout $8,000. Last week, 

| fine $8,500 . 

| _Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 

| “Every Girl Married” (RKO) (3d 

wk). Satisfying $12,000 after stur- 

, dy $15,000 last week. 

| Dupont (Lopert) (376: $1.20- 

$2.40'\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (2d wk). 
(Continued on page 18) 


favorable | 


(reis- | 


44-60) —| 


(350; 50-85) — | 


To Terrif $40,000, D.C. 


Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263: 44-74) | 


Weekends continue to hold peak 
business, but weekdays are slough- 
ing off. Exploitation and heavy 
newspaper and radio advertisin 
‘are keeping the upped-price filins 
“Hamlet,” at Aldine, “Joan of Are” 
at Karlton, and ‘Red Shoes,” at 
'Trans-Lux, right up in the money. 
| The town’s new leaders are 
|“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
|at the Mastbaum, and “Wake of 
Red Witch,” at the Stanley. Both 
|}are smash, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: $1.20-$2.49) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). Solid for 
‘longrun at $12,500. Last week, 
| $14,000. 
| Arcadia (S&S) (700: 50-94) — 
“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (2d wk), 
Fine $5,000. Last week, $6.500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360: 50-99)—"Gotta 
Stay Happy” (U) (2d wk). Modest 
| $15,500 after nice $20,000 opener. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (4th wk). 
Sock $18,000. Last week, $22,590. 
| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘Yel.- 
|low Sky” (20th) (3d wk). Down to 
Galas Last week, great $26,000, 





Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
199) — “Paleface” (Par) (3d wk). 
| Solid $18,000. Last week, $25,000. 
| Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 90- 
| $1.80)-—“‘Joan of Arc’ (RKO) (4th 
iwk). Trim $21,000. Last week, 
| $28,000. 
| Keith’s (Goldman) (1.300: 50-99) 
|—_*3. Godfathers” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Thin $6,500 after mild $9,000 
| opener. 
| Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO). 
Town’s leader at fast $32,000. Last 


week, “Don Juan” (WB) (3d _ wk), 
$16,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 


| “Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). Smash 

$31,000. Last week. “One Sunday 
Afternoon” (WB) (2d -wk), thin 
$14,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
|“Walked By Night” (EL) (2d wk). 
'Socko $16,000 after great $22,500 
| opener. 


Trans- Lux (Trans- Lux) (500; 
$1.20-$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) 
‘(4th wk). Fancy $10,000. Last 


week, $11,000. 


‘Hub Mild Albeit ‘Moon’ 
Lofty $24,000; ‘Hayride’ 
| Slow 186, ‘Urge’ OK 216 


Boston, Jan. 18. 

| Biz remains around the average 
| level here with type of product and 
|holdovers not helping much. 
| “Blood on Moon” at Boston is way 
/out in lead with “Wonderful Urge” 
|at Met also doing okay. “Mexican 
| Hayride” shapes disappointing at 
'the Memorial. ‘Three Godfathers” 
looks average to mild in .two 
theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 44-85) — 
|“Enchantment” (RKO) (4th wk). 
| Okay $7,500 after nice $9,500 third. 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-85) — 
| “Blood on.Moon” (RKO) and “The 
'Pearl” (RKO). Surprisingly big 
$24,000, and will hold. Last week, 
“Gallant Bess” (EL) plus Horace 
|Heidt amateurs, Don Rice onstage, 
‘nice $28,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,200; 44-75) — 
|“Paisan” (Indie) (4th wk). Holding 
up nicely to at $6,000 after neat 
| $7,500 for third. 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373: 44-85) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th) and ‘Trouble 
| Makers” (Mono) (3d wk). Mild 
$5,000. Last week, $6,500. 
| Majestic’ (Shubert) (1,500; $2.40) 
/—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (9th wk). Okay 
$6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Mexican Hayride” (U) and ‘Sofia’ 
(FG) Pulled after disappointing 
'week at $18,000 “Unfaithfully 
| Yours” (20th) and “Belle Starr's 
Daughter” (20th) open tomorrow 
(Wed.). 

Metropolitan (NET) (4.367; 44-85) 
|—“Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
“Jungle Patrol” (20th). Fairly good 
| $21,000. Last week, ‘Paleface 
(Par) and “Dynamite” (Par) (3d 
wk), solid okay $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 44-85)— 
“Three Godfathers” (MG) and 
“Gallant Blade” (Col). Mild $18 
000. Last week, “Word and Music 
(M-G) (2d wk), fine $19,500. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 44-85) 
—“Snake Pit” (20th) and “Trouble 
Makers” (Mono) (3d wk). Nice 
$12,000 after okay $14,000 second. 

Pilgrim (ATC) (1,800; 44-85) — 
“Walked By Night” (EL) and 
Fashioned Giri” (EL) (2d —s 
/Good $12,000 after great $17, 











| first. 

| ,State (Loew) (3,500; 44-85) — 
“Three Godfathers’ ‘(M-G) ne 
'“Gallant Blade” (Col). Averaé 


$10,000. Last week, “Words and 
; Music” (M-G) (2d wk), same. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





: Sky -Janis Paige Rousing $63,000, 


Chi; Whiplash’ 156, By Night’ 186, 2d 





Chicago, Jan. 18. + 


ile the overall gross picture 
is pe as bright as last week, the 
vaude combo theatres are doing 
lush trade. Oriental with Yellow 
Sky” and Janis Paige heading 
stageshow looks sock $63,000. Sec- 
ond week of “Accused” at Chicago, 
packed by Jack Carson, Robert 
Alda, and Marion Hutton onstage, 
is staunch $54,000. 
“Whiplash” at the Roosevelt, 
doesn’t seem too promising at $15,- | 
000. “Countess of Monte Cristo” | 
at Grand shapes neat $11,000. 
Second weekers are led by “He 
Walked by Night” at State-Lake, | 
which is still solid with $18,000. | 
“Biood on Moon” moved over for | 
third week at the Rialto and looks | 
about $10,000. “Red Shoes” at Sel- | 
wyn in fourth week is still sturdy 
at $10,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.20-$2.40) 
—“Hamlet” (U) (8th wk). Strong 
$12,500. Last week, $14,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— | 
“Accused” (Par) (2d wk) and Jack 
Carson, Robert Alda, and Marion 





Hutton in person. Lush $56,000. | 
Last week, $64,000. | 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)—| 


“Jungle Patrol” (20th) (2d wk) and | 
“Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th). | 
Neat $9,000. Last week, “Snake 
Pit” (20th) (9th wk), big $12,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Countess Monte Cristn” (U). 
Bright $11,000. Last week, “Blood 
on Moon” (RKO) (2d_ wk), big 
$15,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Yellow Sky” (20th) with Janis 
Paige heading stageshow. Should 
hit great $63,000. Last week, | 
“Three Musketeers” (M-G) (3d wk) 
plus Three Suns and Vivian Blaine, 
sock $42,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Mexican Hayride” “(U). Fairly 
ood $20,000. Last week, “Gotta | 


tay Happy” (U) (2d wk), $15,000. | 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) (m.o.). 
Moderate $10,000. Last week, ‘‘Cor- 
regidor” (EL) and “Lady From 
Chungking” (EL) (reissues) (four | 
days), $5,800. | 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— | 
“Whiplash” (WB). Not so profit- | 
able at $13,000. Last week, “One 
Sunday Afternoon” (WB) (2d wk,), 
$15,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20-| 
$2.40)—““Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). 
Trim $10,000. Last week, $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Walked By Night” (EL) (2d wk). 
Nifty $18,000. Last week, big | 
$22,000. ; 

Surf (Indie) (650; 85)—“This Is 
New York” (UA) (8th wk). Sharp | 
$3,500. Last week, $3,900. | 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | 
98)—“‘Unfaithfully Yours” (20th) | 


(2d wk). Oke $13,000. Last week, | 
$19,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 


“Red River’ (UA) (4th wk). 
$28,000. Last week, $31,000. ; 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Pai- 
san” (Indie). Socko $10,000. Last 
week, “Lost One” (Col) (9th wk), 
$3,000. 


‘REGIMENT’ IN STEP 
AT $15,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Jan. 18._ 
Few big new entries here this 


Fancy 





week. “Rogues’ Regiment’ looks 
Strongest with fancy total at 
Lafayette. “One Sunday After- 


noon” looks nice at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 

_ Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)—_ 

ne Sunday Afternoon” (WB) 

and “Exposed” (Rep). Nice $15,- 

00 or near. “Yellow | 


| —‘‘Revenge”’ (Indie). 
| Last week, “Life, Loves Tschaikov- 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


This Week . .. $727,000 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year .. $668,000 


(Based on 23 theatres) 








Kaye Ups Jiggs 
Wow 2G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 18. 
First-run biz is average or 
better at all first-runs this stanza, 
despite a wet weekend. Sammy 
Kaye, first band show in more 


| than year on Circle stage, is giving 


“Jiggs, Maggie in Court” a wow 
session. “You Gotta Stay Happy,” 
at Indiana, has a slight lead over 


'“Man From Colorado,” at Loew’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 60- 
90)—‘‘Jiggs, Maggie in Court’, 
(Mono) with Sammy Kaye orch on | 
stage. Terrific $25,000. Last week, | 
“Race Street’ (RKO) and “Girl | 
From Manhattan” (UA), nifty | 
$12,000 at 44-65c. scale. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 
“Gotta Stay Happy” 
“Strange Mrs. Crane” (EL). Oke 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Paleface’ 
(Par) (2d wk), nice $11,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Ali Baba” (U) and “Phantom of 
Opera” (U) (reissues). Fair $4,000. 


44-65)— | 
(U) and 


| Last week, “‘Next Time We Love” 


(U) and “Sea Spoilers” (U) (reis- 
sues), good $4,500 in 5 days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— | 
“Man from Colorado” (Col) and | 
*“Blondie’s Secret’? (Col). Sturdy 
$11,000. Last week, “Words and 
Music” (M-G) (2d wk), trim $10,000. | 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—| 
“Badlands of Dakota” (U) and 
“Trail of Vigilantes” (U) (reissues). | 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Sealed 
Verdict” (Par) and ‘‘End of River” 


| (U); good $7,500. 





K.C. Sloughed by Storm 
Albeit ‘Pit’ Rugged At 


$18,000; ‘Colorado’ 146 


Kansas City, Jan. 18. 
“Snake Pit” is the big news here 
currently, ringing up a 


second week in three Fox Midwest | 
houses. Midland’s “Man _ from: 
Colorado” looks moderate. Other) 
houses have holdovers, moveovers 
or reissues. Biz most of the week 
was dampened by the weather 
which was thoroughly miserable, 
bringing several inches of sleet 
followed by rains. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) 
45-65)—“‘Gotta Stay Happy” (U) 
(m.o.) Holding its own for $3,500, 
slightly over average. Last week, 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) (m.o.), same. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 35-45-65) | 
Oke $1,500. | 


sky” (Indie), $800. 


Midland (Loew's) (3.500: 45-65). 
—‘Man from Calorado” (Col) and 
Ladies of the Chorus” (Col). Good 


S Last week, ro eck. “Words d 
Sry” (20th) and “Wouldn't Be in ae Gen) and“ Laether 
ocs_‘Mono), strong $19,000. |Gloves” (Col) (2d wk), pleasant 
we Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40- | $11,000. 
~~ Paleface” (Par) (3d wk). | Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
tate to $8,500 in 4 days. “Snake | “Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
Last wth) opens Wednesday (19). «Indian Agent” (RKO) (3d_ wk) 
Hi or fancy $15,000. | split with “Fallen Sparrow” (RKO) 
Sag MO Ec 40-70)— | ‘and ‘Murder, My Sweet” (RKO) 


Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Wouldn’t 
€ in Shoes” (Mono) (m.o.). Big 
$8,500. Last week, “Words and 
Music” (M-G) (m.o.), $10,000. 

wreck (Shea) (1,400; | 40-70)— 
‘Made Me Criminal” (WB) 
Walking Dead” (WB) (reissues) 


Modest $4.00 ‘ 
let” uh 4 0. Last week, ‘‘Ham- 


$2.40 top. 
_afayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


‘Rogues’ Regiment” (U 

“ . ) and 
Ladies of a 

$15,000 of Chorus” (Col). Fancy 


: Last week, “Man From 
Colorado (Col) and “Manhattan 
Angel (Col), $14,000. 
aoc entury (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
vgs Every Girl Married” (RKO) 

Bodyguard” (RKO) (3d wk). 


Oke $7,500 i 
big $13,000. n 4 days. Last week, 


and | 


(3d wk), big $10,000 at | 


(reissues). Slow $8,000. Last week, 
“Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 
“Indian Agent’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
| fine $10,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). Very fine 
$8,000. Last week, fast $10,000. 
Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
'“Lost Horizon” (Col) and “Adam 
‘Had Four Sons” (Col)( (reissues). 
So-so $3,000. Last week, “Count 
/Monte Cristo” (EL) and “Son of 
'Monte Cristo” (EL) (reissues), 
_ same. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
| Midwest) (2,100, 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
/—“Snake Pit” (20th). Fine $18,000 
‘or better despite opening in storm. 
|Last week, “Gotta Stay Happy 


'(U), sturdy $16,000. 


' 


'“When Baby Smiles” 
' wk). 


sturdy | 
| stanza and looks a good bet for 


(820; | 


‘Belinda’ Brisk $16,500, 


Mont: Fath” 13¢ HOldovers Dim B'way But “Accused, 
nie tan imaes ait” ster Mills Bros.-McKinley Orch Solid 806; 
Boy Nice $26,000; ‘Witch’ Big 38146, 2d 


Montreal, Jan. 18. 


cold -weather and transportation 
difficulties. 


“Johnny Belinda” shapes as 


_town’s topper with great session 


at the Princess. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
(20th) (3d 
Down to $12,000 after smash 
second at $18,000. 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 


, “Rope” (WB) (2d wk). Off to $11.- 


000 following sockeroo $18,000 in 


second. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Life With Father’ (WB). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Sorry, Wrong 
Number” (Par) (2d wk), $11,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131): 34-60) ~— 
“Johnny Belinda” (WB). Great 
$16,500. Last week, “Luck of Irish” 
(20th), okay $9,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839:° 26-45) — 
“Berlin Express’ (RKO). Strong 


$8,000. Last week. “Smart Girls’ 
(WB) and “The Creeper” (WB), 
$7,000. 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60) — 
“Red River” (UA) (3d wk). Holding 
well at $7,000 after big $8,500 
second round. 


Witch’ Whams 
St. Loo, $25,0 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

Despite unpredicted snowstorm 
last Sunday (16) which was fol- 
lowed by more snow and rain, 
sleet the following two days, biz at 
two of main deluxers here is lusty. 
“Wake of Red Witch” is landing 
the biggest money in town with 
big session at the huge Fox. 
“Snake Pit” also is great at the 
Ambassador. Elsewhere things are | 
on the slow side with oversupply 
of holdovers slowing pace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,060; 50- 
75)—‘Snake Pit” (20th). Great 
$23,000. Last week, “Gotta Stay 
Happy” (U) and “Strange Mrs. 
Crane” (EL), $17,500. 

Fex (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“‘Red 
Witch” (Rep) and “Parole, Inc.” 
(EL). Big $25,000. Last week, 
“Man from Colorado” (Col) and 
“Homicide for Three” (Rep), 


$22,000. 

Loew’s (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Three Godfathers” (M-G) and 
“Saxon Charm” (U). Modest 
$15,000. Last week, “Words and 
Music” (M-G) (2d wk), same. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 





(Loew) 


‘Man from Colorado” (Col) and 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (U) (m.o.). 
Okay $11,000. Last week, ‘“Tat- 


lock’s Millions’ (Par) and “Jiggs, 
Maggie in Court” (Mono) (m.o.), 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 





“Words and Music” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Trim $7,000. Last week, ‘Texas, 
Brooklyn” (UA) and “Urtbu” 
(UA), $6,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500: 40-60) 
“Paleface” (Par) and “Dynamite” 
(Par) (m.o.) (3d wk). Down to 
$4,500 following fancy $6,000 


second stanza. 





Witch Great $14000, ‘Pit Colossal 
21G, Pitt; Pompei - She Huge 126 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Biggest things in town this week 
are within just a couple of doors 
of each other, “Snake Pit” at Har- 
ris and “Wake of Red Witch’”’ at 
Fulton. Both are smasheroo and 
will stick around. Also sock is the 
RKO reissue combo of “She” and 
“Last Days of Pompeii,” at Warn- 
er, and also looks like a h.o. 

“The Accused” at Penn seems to 
be caught in the middle of this 
stiff competition and isn’t doing too 
well despite excellent crix ap- 
praisal. “Paleface” is holding up 
well at Stanley in second week 
after smash opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 44-76) — 
“Wake of Red Witch” (Rep). John 
Wayne action meller pouring it on. 
and will wind up with smash $14,- 
000 or better. Last week, “Mexi- 
can Hayride’ (U) (2d wk), only 
$4,000 in 5 days. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 44-76) —| 
“Snake Pit” (20th). Heading for , 
sensational $21,000 or near, near 
house high mark. Last week, sec- 
ond of “Yellow Sky” (20th), 
around $11,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 


With only three new bills open- | 
ing during the last seven days, 
Broadway ffirstrun theatres cur- 
rently are suffering from an over- 


dose of extended-runs. This pre- 
dominately holdover setup is be- 
ing reflected by sagging business— 
at most houses, with only a few 
spots doing good trade. 

Pacing the newcomers is “The 
Accused,” with the Mills Bros., 
Ray McKinley band and Joan Car- 
roll topping the stageshow, at the 
Paramount. Wound up the first 
week last night (Tues.) with bet- 
ter than $80,000, very solid. It may 
stand up for three weeks if it 
holds near this gait. 

“Boy With Green Hair” is good 
with $26,000 to launch the return 
of firstrun policy at the Palace, 
this being rated a bit disappoint- 
ing in view of extensive exploita- 
tion campaign. Probably won’t| 
hold more than two or three 
weeks with “Dear To My Heart” 
or “Station West’ supplanting. 
“Mexican Hayride” is highly. dis- 
appointing at $18,000 in first Cri- 
terion week, staying over only four 
extra days. “Act of Violence” 
opens next Saturday. 

Second week of “Wake of Red 
Witch” at Mayfair is holding up 
well with $38,500 after smash 
opening stanza at $50,500. Initial 
holdover session of “Belle Starr’s 
Daughter” at Globe loaks dim 
$14,000. Roxy opened “Chicken 
Every Sunday” with Tony Martin, 
Dean Murphy, Beatrice Kraft | 
dancers topping stageshow yester- | 


day (Tues.). State brings in “Com-| 


mand Decision” today (Wed.) after) , 


“Force of Evil’ sloughed off rap- 
idly in final four days of fourth 
week. Capitol opens with “Man) 
From Colorado” plus Ink Spots, | 


| Blue Barron band heading stage | 


bill tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Music Hall launches ‘Letter to! 
Three Wives” also on Thursday 


(20) after six great weeks of 
“Words and Music.” 
Strand is continuing ‘Don 


Juan” with Tommy Dorsey band 
topping stageshow into fifth week. 
It looks te wind up the fourth ses- 
sion tomorrow at okay $50.000 or 
slightly less. Now planned to hold 
for a sixth round. 

Of the longruns, “Snake Pit” at 
Rivoli, and “Joan of Arc” at Vic- 
toria, still are in the chips, former 
with $28.500 for 11th week and) 
“Joan” with $26,000 or better for 
10th frame. Also still strong is 
“Enchantment” with $29,000 in 
third Astor week. Reserved-seat 
runs of “Red Shoes” at Bijou and | 
“Hamlet” at Park Avenue also! 
continue big, both being near sell- | 
out level. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—“Enchantment” (RKO) (4th wk). | 
Present week ending next Friday 
(21) holding well with $29,000, | 
after solid $32,000 for third round. 
Stays on. : 

Bijou (City Inv.) 
$2.40)\—“‘Red Shoes” 


(589: $1.20- 
(EL) (13th 


————$— 


“The Accused” (Par). Have to 
struggle to get modest $13,000. 
Picture’s notices any other time 
might have resulted in much more. 
Last week, ‘Words and Music” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $13.500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800: 44-76) —_ 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (m.o.). | 
Stout $3.000. Last week, “The | 
Search” (M-G) and “Big City’! 
(M-G) (2d wk), nearly $4,500 in 9 
davs. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— | 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) (m.o.). Doing 
very well at $4,000. Last week, 
“Harpoon” (SG) and “SOS Sub- 
marine” (SG), about $2,500 in 5 


days. 
Stanley (WB) (3.800: 44-76) — 
“Paleface” (Par) (2d wk). Being 


helped by reams of publicity Bob 
Te is getting for his broadcast 
and p.a. show at Gardens here next 
week. All adding up to $16,000, 
very good for second week after 
big $26,000 opener. 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 44-76) —| 
“She” (RKO) and “Last Days— 
Pompeii’ (RKO) (reissues). This 


brace of oldies shooting for terrific | 
$12,000. Last week. “Every Girl 
Married” (RKO) (2d wk), fine 
$8,500. | 


wk). Present session ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) staying up firmly at 
$17,500, near-capacity without any 
extra shows; 12th week was fancy 
$18,200, with extra show tacked on. 
Continues indef. 


Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Every Girl Should Be Married” 
(RKO) with Skitch Henderson 
orch, Gene Sheldon with Loretta 
Fischer, George Prentice heading 
stage bill (4th-final wk). Initial 
frame for Prentice with Burt Lan- 
caster dropping out for final round 
because of film commitments on 
Coast. Down to $43,000 after very 
good $73,500. ‘‘Man From Colo- 
rado” (Col) with Ink Spots, Blue 
Barron orch heading stageshow 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700: 70- 
$1.85)—“‘Mexican Hayride” (U) (2d 
wk-4 days). First week ending last 
Monday (17) was very mild $18,- 
000, and so disappointing that it 
holds only four extra days. “Act of 
Violence” (M-G) opens Saturday 
(22). In ahead, final 10 days of 
third week for “Rogues’ Regi- 
ment” was $28,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 


|*Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) (2d 


wk). Initial holdover stanza ending 
next Friday (21) is dim $14,000 
after slight $18,000 opener. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-$1.25) 
—‘‘Wake of Red Witch” (Rep) (2d 
wk). First hoidover frame ending 
Friday (21) is holding nicely at big 
$38,500 after smash $50,500 opener, 
indicating biggest pic from Repub- 
lic in some time. Holding indef. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 70-$1.40)— 
‘Boy With Green Hair” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Second week starts today 
(Wed.). First session hit nice $26,- 
000, albeit below hopes in view of 
terrific campaign given picture. 
Slow opening hurt, solid weekend 
giving it a surprising lift. Likely 
stays two or three weeks, with “So 
Dear to My Heart” (RKO) or “Sta- 
tion West” (RKO) supplanting. If 
it holds only two weeks, “Station” 
| may be next in. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘The Accused” (Par) with Mills 
Bros., Joan Carroll, Ray McKinley 
orch topping stage bill (2d wk). 
| First week ended last (Tues.) night 
hit very solid $80,000. Last week, 
fourth for ‘Paleface’ (Par) with 
Benny Goodman orch, Buddy Les- 
ter onstage, was okay $60,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (17th wk). 
Sixteenth week ended last (Tues.) 
night holding well near $15,500; 
15th week was nice $15,800. Con- 
tinues. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘‘Words 
and Music’ (M-G) with stageshow 
(6th-final wk). Current round is 
down to $105,000 after very good 
$114,000 for fifth. “Letter to 
Three Wives” (20th) and new stage- 
show opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-$1.20)— 
“Unknown Island” (FC) (2d wk). 
Second stanza ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is sliding off sharply to 
$14,000 or less; first week hit new 
high here at $24,500, albeit below 
hopes. Stays a third frame. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25) — “Snake Pit” (20th) (11th 
wk). Current session ending today 
(Wed.) is holding very well at $28,- 


500, after big $32,500 for 10th 
week. Continues. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 


“Chicken Every Sunday” (20th) 
with Tony Martin, Dean Murphy, 
Beatrice Kraft dancers plus ice- 
show topping stageshow. Opened 
yesterday (Tues.), day ahead of 
regular opening date. Fourth week 
(6 days) of “Wonderful Urge’ 
(20th) plus Barbara Ann _ Scott 
heading stage bill slid down to 
$55,000, very mild, after okay $72,- 
500 for third frame. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50) 
—“‘Command Decision” (M-G). 
Opens today (Wed.). In ahead, 
fourth week (4 days) of “Force of 
Evil” (M-G) was way down at $10,- 
500 after mild $22,500 for third 
frame. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)— 
“Don Juan” (WB) with Tomuiny 
Dorsey orch heading stageshow 
(4th wk). 
after good $55,000 for third week. 
Stays on with sixth week probabie. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
$2.40)—‘‘Joan of Are’ (RKO) (0th 
wk). Present round ending today 
(Wed.) is slipping a bit with rest 
of the Street to about $26,009 af- 
ter dandy $30,000 for ninth week. 
Continues. 


Holding well at $50,000- 
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10 FILM REVIEWS 
| 
: ‘treme lowkey lighting and photo- 
ee Say ee | graphy, a moody music score and 


Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


United Artists release of Jack Benny 
«Amusement Enterprises) production. (Wm. 
T. Lackey, associate producer). Stars 
Dorothy Lamour, Brian_Donlevy, Claire 
Trevor; features Irene Hervey, Marjorie 
Rambeau, Robert Armstrong, Billy Vine, 
Warner Anderson. Directed by Lewis R. 
Foster. Screenplay, Foster, from novel 
by Craig Rice; camera, Ernest Laszlo; 
song, Victor Young, Ned Washington: edi- 


tor. Howard Smith. Previewed, 
wood, Jan. 14, °49. Running time, 99 
MINS. 


Dorothy Lamour 
Brian Donlevy 
. Claire Trevor 
Irene Hervey 
Marjorie Rambeau 


Anna Marie St. Claire 
John J. Malone 

Marguerite Seaton.. 
Mrs. Childers 
Hattie Hatfield ... 


Von Flanagan....... Robert Armstrong 
Joe Di Angelo... Billy Vine 
Eddie Britt Warner Anderson 
Millie Dale Virginia Patton 


istrict J ‘ney “Logan Richard Gaines 
Pony — ; 33 ” Joe Sawyer 


‘odd settings get over the idea that 
'Beelzebub is always present plying 


i 5 Larry Blake 
Fv Amy Peete Bob Hopkins 
Bernstein . Sidney Miller 
Mr. Childers Charles Meredith | 
Rico Di Angelo Jimmy Ames 


“The Lucky Stiff’ is a comedy 
whodunit that supplies enough 
laughs and thrills to assure satis- 
factory returns. Familiar names of 
Dorothy Lamour, Brian Donlevy 
and Claire Trevor will help at the 
b.o. rs 

Major faults of “Stiff” are the 
running time of 99 minutes and 
the confused story 
in the first reel or two. After it 
gets over the latter hurdle, it set- 
tles down to its business of alter- 
nating chuckles and thrills in the 


glib, smartaleck style of most mod- | 


ern whodunits. 

It’s the story of John J. Malone, 
brash, wolfish attorney created by 
Craig Rice, who’s on the trail of a 
gang of protection racketeers. Plot 
goes off on a lot of tangents, and 
the scripting and direction 
Lewis R. Foster require close at- 
tention to keep up with events. 
Multiple angies finally simmer 
down to the electrocution of a 
nitery singer for murder, her re- 
appearance to haunt the gangsters 
(she wasn’t really burned: it was a 
Malone trick), the roundup of the 
gang, and the finale exposure of 
the singer as the shakedown queen. 

A tremendous lift is given to 
both the flip breeziness of the 


chuckles and the tenser moments| Nora Carson........... 


by Claire Trevor. As Malone’s 
faithful secretary, Miss Trevor 
paces the piece with a stride that’s 
hard to equal by the others. Don- 
levy is good as the brash attorney, 
and Miss Lamour does well as the 
nitery chirper who’s behind all the 
trouble. She also sings 


ton tune that is reprised several 
times. 

Irene Hervey hasn’t much to do. 
Marjorie Rambeau handles her ec- 
centric old lady role well, and Rob- 


ert Armstrong makes the police | 


detective an awfully dumb char | thrills and pat coincidences that | 


make no great demands on cast or| acters are of the type that could | 


acter. Billy Vine sharpens part of 
barroom and funeral parlor oper- 
ator. Warner Anderson, Virginia 
Patton, Joe Sawyer and Larry 


Blake are among others who keep | 


in step with the fun. 

Picture is the first for Jack Ben- 
ny’s Amusement Eenterprises, in- 
dependent production outfit, and 
has been supplied with suitable 
background values for unfoldment 
of the plot, even if a bit too much 
has been crowded in. William T. 
Lackey served as Benny’s associate 


producer. Good assist comes from | 


lensing by Ernest Laszlo. Editing 
by Howard Smith is choppy. 
Brog 


Alias Niek Beal 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Paramount release of Endre Bohem pro- 
duction. Stars Ray Milland, Audrey 





ter, Thomas Mitchell; features George ney. Virginia Mayo does her best | 


Macready, Fred Clark. 
Farrow. 
original story, Mindret Lord; camera, 
Lionel Lindon; editorial supervision, Eda 


Directed by John 


; ; , i Be : : T Miecacccccescccccoscees 

wing thao, th tata” > Tt . Bue | slight chance to get rolling his-| jane '.....2.0°°0°°°°°°°"" thvenaa  Sepes 
PE edocs Cont F | trionically. Tom D’Andrea is in| Trask...........cccccccess Albert Dekker 
Donna ‘Alten tad aa ‘atte “potter | briefly. Major villainy is handled we by 0:5 06 000+ 0660040005005 re Ankers 
io ton... TGeridine Wail PY Douglas Kennedy and Elisha] Jessup....2002000000000. Alan, Napier 
Rey. Thomas, Gaylord: : George Macready | Cook, Jr., gunmen. Helen West-| . s0lc6s seopenenebe eee eeeey Bee =: 
udge Ben eh aR enry O’Neill | eott and others have small cnote | Pascd..-+--eeeeeee Cees ceces e echt | 
OT? ee I rere Daryll Hickman one, Se b pe nee pos — oe. RNR 0 0.5.65 6 on 55460666006 s% Henry Kulky | 
Weekie Featiae Fred Clark ichard Bares direction of the Leader.........0..6.00000000. David Bond 


Carl ‘(hartender)........0..: 


Nestor Paiva 
i Ss 


King Donovan 


““Loneli- 
ness,” Victory Young-Ned Washing- 


establishment | 


DY | 


Screenplay, Jonathan ‘Latimer; | 





his old Nick trade of trafficking in 
men’s souls. 

Seript. from an original story by 
Mindret Lord, deals with a re- 
spected judge who rises to be gov- 
ernor of his state after making a | 
deal with the devil. Latter is a 
tricky Lucifer who gains his ends 
by offering a man what he wants, 
be it money or fame. In the 
judge’s case it was the offer of a 
chance to do good. The judge is 
pushed up the political | ladder 
without knowing the real identity 
of his benefactor until the day for 
payment arrives. The strength of 
a friend and the faith of his wife 
help him to outwit the devil for a 
logical ending. 

Milland’s portrayal of Lucifer is | 
exacting work, never going over- | 
board in a try for theatrics, yet al- | 
ways menacing and troubling with | 
the message of evil he delivers. | 
Thomas Mitchell is excellent as| 
the judge who succumbs until he is | 
saved by the grace of God. Audrey | 
Totter is the femme lure the devil | 
uses in his work and she, too, man- | 
ages to escape his trickery. George | 
Macready is a believeable Protes- | 
tant minister, a friend of the 
judge’s, and Fred Clark represents | 
the evil of crooked politicians. The | 
| Others do their part in pointing up 
the eternal fight. 

Lionel Lindon’s photography 
dresses the Endre Bohem produc- 
tion with the proper eerie quality 
needed to emphasis the mood 
sought. Franz Waxman did the 
good score, while art direction and 
set decorations aptly fit in. Brog. 





Flaxy Martin 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


Warners release of Saul Elkins produc- | 
lion. Stars Virginia Mayo, Zachary Scott, 
Dorothy Malone; features Tom D’Andrea, 
Helen Westcott, Douglas Kennedy, Elisha 
Cook, Jr., Douglas Fowley. Monte Blue, 
Jack Overman. Directed by 
Bare. Screenplay, David Lang: camera, 
Carl Guthrie; editor, Frank Magee. Trade- 
shown in Hollywood, Jan. 11, °49. Run- 
ning time, 86 MINS, 

Flaxy Martin 


Virginia Mayo 


Miniature Reviews 


“The Lucky Stiff” (Song) 
(UA-Benny). Flip whodunit 
based on Craig Rice attorney- 
detective character. Dorothy 
Lamour, Brian Donlevy, Claire 
Trevor for marquee. 

“Alias Nick Beal” (Par). 
Welldone story of man’s eter- 
nal fight against Satan’s 
blandishments. Ray Milland, 
Audrey Totter, Thomas 
Mitchell. 

“Flaxy Martin” (WB). Stand- 
ard gangland thriller with 
enough synthetic excitement 
for general situations. 

“Trouble Preferred” (20th). 
Amusing supporting feature of 
two femme police rookies. 

“Tarzan’s Magic Fountain” 
(RKO). Another jungle fan- 
tasy introducing Lex Barker 
as the new Tarzan. Good b.o. 

“The Far Frontier” (Songs) 
(Color) (Rep). Roy Rogers 
oatuner slated for good b.o. 


“Alaska Patrol” (FC). Rec- 
ommended supporting melo- 
drama. A spy thriller of Naval 
intelligence. 


“Third Time Lucky” (Rank). 
Mild British gambling yarn. 








Trouble Preferred 


Hollywood, Jan. 7. 
20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. 
Roberts, Charles Russell. Directed by 
James Tinling. Screenplay. Arnald Bel- 
gard; camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, 
Roy Livingston. At Vogue, Hollywood, 

Jan. 3, ’49. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Dale Kent Peggy Knudsen 


Madge Walker............Lynne Roberts 
BS. RR POTOOME wh vc cccees Charles Russell 
Sgt. Hazel Craine......... Mary Bear 
oe eee fe 

TRG “SUCHET: . oi csecies 

Hilary Vincent ee June Storey 
Baby Face Charlie.... Paul Guilfoyle 
ViFGiid . .< cicv ses .....Marcia Mae Jones 


“Trouble Preferred” is a good telling 


supporting feature. It’s an amus- 


by the role. 
| Charles Drake are I 
| Evelyn Ankers appeals as the avia- 


keep Tarzan in hot water and sup- 
ply most of the motivation. In the 
end, the apeman manages to return 
the aviatrix to her valley, the bad 
men are done in and the secret is 
safe from the world. ‘ 
Brenda Joyce is back again as 
Tarzan’s mate, Jane, and does okay 
Albert Dekker and 
the heavies, and 


trix. Others in the cast answer all 
demands of the seript by Curt 
Siodmak and Harry Chandlee. 
Lee Sholem’s direction has a 
number of slow spots, particularly 
in dialog scenes between the 
humans, but otherwise furnishes a 
good pace to the action moments 
in the Sol Lesser production. Karl 
Struss did the capable pee. 
rog. 





The Far Frontier 
(SONGS-COLOR) 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. 





| vine. 


Republic release of Edward J. White 
production. Stars Roy Rogers; Trigger 


the horse; features Gail Davis, Andy De- 


Directed by William Witney. Screen- 
play, Sloan Nibley; camera ‘Trucolor), 
Jack Marta; music, Dale Butts; editor, 
Tony Martinelli. At Los Angeles, Para- 


| mount, Jan. 3,49. Running time, 67 MINS. 


| Roy 


Features Peggy Knudsen, Lynne | Rollins. 


Rogers ..Roy Rogers 
| Susan Hathaway pa aaad Gail . Davis 
| Judge Cookie Bullfincher.¢ Andy Devine 
Alf Sharper... Francis Ford 
Bart Carroll Roy Barcroft 
Tom Sharper Clayton Moore 
| Willis Newcomb.......-- Robert Strange 
b MGREMG Leet dp dis dbs «es «6.0mm Holly Bane 
Butch Lane Bradford 
John Bagni 
Defendant Clarence Straight 
Sheriff Sore ae Edmund Cobb 
Foy Willing and The Riders of the Purple 
Sage and Trigger the Horse 


as a Roy Rogers oatuner. Tunes 


Paul Langton and plot are standard, the action 
James Cardwell rygged and the cast able in shap- 


ing it for the sagebrush market. 
A smart giddap pace is supplied 

by William Witney’s direction in 

of Rogers’ brush with a 


gang _ involved in smuggling 


ingly told yarn about two girls; wanted criminals into the U. o. 


police force. 
production values are good. 


Richard who join the distaff branch of the from Mexico. é 
Direction is able and the good old American variety who 


The crooks are of 


have been hiding out below the 


Introductory footage gives audi- | border. 


Water tae... Zachary Scott |ences an idea of the training; plot has a twist or two to 
: Dorothy Malone femmes are put through before be- | freshen formula ingredients, and 
ee Helen Westeart coming rookies. When the two pits Rogers’ wits against those of 
Hap Richie............ Douglas Kennedy gals get their probationary shields, a respected artshop proprietor 
Roper et eeccceeede Elisha Cook, Jr. routine is dull, so they look for who’s really the brains for the 
BOG BOOCOCUIVE.«. 2. ccccic Douglas Fowley | ,.,; ‘ he f . P 
2nd Detective.....00000.. Monte Blue €Xcitement. It comes in the form | smuggling gang. Hero takes a 
PRE  nenchticchasehecban Jack Overman Of an attempted suicide, and| hand when a border patrol friend 


“Flaxy Martin” 
thriller. It will return no sizeable 
coin but has been turned out on a 
budget that should give it a fair 

| take in general situations. 


| would have made it a handier fit 


Plot poses a lot of synthetic 


| director. More of an element of 
surprise in the story line and a} 
| little more clarity concerning sev- | 
| eral characters would have helped. 
| Story is one about a smart young | 
| lawyer who falls for a bad dame. | 
| That relationship, along with his 
| fronting for a mob, doesn’t make 
| the eventual jam he gets into seem 
| like anything more than what he 
| had coming to him. When his’ 
| conscience begins to bother him, 
| he threatens to stop being the mob 
mouthpiece but is neatly framed 
for a murder, is sentenced, escapes, 
| meets a gal who doesn’t believe in 
| running away from life, rounds up 
the real crooks and bravely faces 
a short sentence so he can start 
with a clean slate. Zachary Scott. 
holds his own, as far as character | 





Tot-| permits, in portraying the attor-!| 


| with the title role as the wicked | 
| gal, and Dorothy Malone is the’ 
|} understanding femme who _ has 


Saul Elkins production gives the 


| standard plotting a fair pace and 


for twin bills. 


rookies get their wanted trouble | disappears 
is a standard When they try to straighten out! comes involved in a bank holdup. 


the near-suicide’s matrimonial dif- 
ficulties. 
The 


Arnold's Belgard 


leads, Peggy Knudsen and Lynne 
Roberts, romp for plenty of 
friendly chuckles. Miss Knudsen 
is particularly good, and the char- 


be continued in other program 
features. Others in the cast do 
their share in making this one 
pleasant. Among them are Charles 
Russell, Mary Bear, Paul Langton, 
James Cardwell, Marcia Mae 


Jones, June Storey and Paul Guil- | 


foyle. 

Direction by James Tinling has 
assured a fast pace to footage. 
Benjamin Kline’s lensing is good. 

Brog. 





Tarzan’s Magie 
Fountain 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. 


RKO release of Sol Lesser production. 
Stars Lex Barker, Brenda Joyce; features 
Albert Dekker, Evelyn Ankers, Charles 
Drake, Alan Napier, Ted Hecht, Henry 
Brandon. Directed by Lee _ Sholem. 
Screenplay, Curt Siodmak, Harry Chand- 
lee; based on characters created by Ed- 


and apparently be- 
Rogers is sure of his friend’s in- 
\nocence, and finally, the gang is 


c script | brought to justice. 
A little | neatly projects a comedy slant to | 


|less footage than its 86 minutes| the doings, and the two comely | terest are some smart tricks 


Tossed in for added kiddie in- 
by 
Trigger, Rogers’ equine star, the 
use of carrier pigeons to carry the 
crooks’ messages, and sundry pro- 
duction fillips. Edward J. White’s 
supervision also has advantage of 
an improving Trucolor and cap- 
able lensing by Jack Marta. 
Rogers croons the title tune and 
several standard prairie ballads, 


being backed by Foy Willing and | 


| the Riders of the Purple Sage on 
the guitar-vocal slinging. 

| Andy Devine supplies comedy 
as rotund justice of peace, and 
slight romantic interest comes 
\from comely Gail Davis. Proper 
villiany is turned in by Roy Bar- 
croft and Robert Strange, and 
there is a good western characteri- 
zation by Francis Ford. Tight 
editing aids the pace and holds 
film to 67 minutes. Brog. 





Alaska Patrol 
Hollywood, Jan. 15. 





gar Rice Burroughs; camera, Karl Struss; | 


editor, Merrill White. 


Tradeshown, Hol- 
lywood, Jan. 13, ’49. 


Running time, 73 





| 


So lb Ns 4.6 EE 6 Be.8s Eileen Jenken : . The 10th screen Tarzan makes 
Henry Cuthbert... Douglas Spencer | does manage to build up thrill! his appearance in “Tarzan’s Magic 
— moments. Carl Guthrie’s lensing, Fountain” in the person of Lex| 
“Alias Nick Beal” is “Faust” in| follows the general low-key pat-| Barker. Since Edgar Rice Bur-| 
modern dress. It gives a 20th cen-| tern for such formula melodrama-| rough’s character is 


tury approach to the age-old story | tics. 


of the weak who sign the devil’s | 
pact. Theme has strong church 
exploitation angles, which will 
prove the best selling measure out- 
side of Ray Milland’s name on the | 
marquee. 

Subject has been approached in- 
terestingly in the script by Jona- 
than Latimer and John Farrow 
gives it strong direction to hold 
the attention. Despite the general 
excellence of the interpretation by | 
all concerned, there’s an unreal | 
quality about it that makes popular 
reception, without the stimulant of | 
strong exploitation, doubtful. How- | 
ever, it doesn’t preach with pointed | 
dialog or situations, letting the | 
moral speak for itself, and that is | 
an aid. 

Effect of fire and brimstone is 
felt throughout, without resorting | 
to obvious mechanical trickery. Ex- | 





Brog. 








Don’t Take It to Heart 


“Don’t Take it to Heart,” 
J. Arthur Rank production 


foolproof in the hands o 
with the proper heft, Barker seems 
earmarked for a long career of 
swinging through 
jungles. 


any male 


cinematic 


A mythical fountain of youth is 


tradeshown in New York Mon- 
day (17), was reviewed by 
VARIETY in London Nov. 15, 
1944. Jolo, the reviewer, found 
pic to be “a nice clean story, 
Satirically unfolded and _ oc- 
casionally bordering on _ bur- 
lesque, but in a nice manner. 
This should be a success in 
America.” 

Acting by Richard Greene, 
Patricia Medina and a score of 
character actors, plus direc- 
tion by Jeffrey Dell, help to 
make picture a hit, review 
stated. 


the springboard for adventure in 
| this one, and all the stock ingre- 
dients _are there to supply the 
| chimerical thrills. As important to 
“Fountain” as the humans is the 
spotlighting of Cheeta, the chimp, 
|and her ape pal. For humor that 
'jells, there’s little that can match 
_the human antics of the anthro- 
/poids. It’s sure laugh footage, and 


| 


liven any sagging scene. 


| While falling in the supporting | but also loves pretty girl. 





| the chimps are carefully spotted to 


Plot has Tarzan rescuing an | 


| aviatrix, lost for 20 years in a 
| mythical jungle valley where the 
|residents never grow old. Greed 
_of two traders and their efforts to 


. ilearn the secret of eternal life, 


practically 


Film Classics release of James Burkett 
(Burwood) production. Stars Richard 
Travis, Helen Westcott; features Jim Grif- 
fith, Emory Parnell, Dick Fraser, Ralf 
Harolde. Directed by Jack Bernhard. 


Screenplay, Adthur Hoerl; camera, Mar- 
cel LePicard; editor, Charles Craft. At 
Grauman’s Chinese, Hollywood, Jan. 15, 
Mn = meme Time, 61 MINS. 

om Norman} ~ 
Rattick Richard Travis 
Mary Lynn........s..50. Helen Westcott 
Operative Dale........... Jim Griffith 
Captain Roburt.......... Emory Parnell 
Operative Farrell.......... Dick Fraser 

DR OR tne ss ov cays eke Ralf Harolde 
Captain Wright.......... Selmer Jackson 
Oe eer . Gene Ross 
ES ee ees ee William Tannen 
ree Pierre Watkin 
OI SR Otto Reichow 
Cmdr. Braddock.......... . Paul Bryar 
Anorus. ue eth-s 56600600608 William Haade 
We, MEE 6c eenaceecsecace Jason Robards 


“Alaska Patrol” can be recom- 


“The Far Frontier” fills the bill | 


| 
classification, it has entertainment 
|values that are strictly grade A. 


Story is a spy hunt by Naval | 


Intelligence, mostly localed on a 
freighter in Alaskan waters, 
Arthur Hoerl’s original script 
‘crams the 61 minutes of footage 
| with sock suspense and bristles 
with thrills as it depicts Richard 
Travis going about his dangerous 
/game of posing as an enemy agent 
| to break up a ring of spies. 

| For this type of story, there js 
‘an amazing amount of credence 
about the action. A slightly doc- 
umentary treatment that’s not 
, overdone never breaks up essential 
‘aim of telling a tight little yarn 
‘and furnishing entertainment 
' thrills. 

Travis makes much of the lead 
assignment, giving it an intelligent 
underplaying. Helen Westcott, 
Naval secretary, has little to do as 
femme star but will be remem. 
'bered for her ability to wear a 
sweater. Jim Griffith and Richard 
Fraser are excellent as Naval op- 
erators, as is Selmer Jackson, their 
captain. Properly shaded heavy 
roles are capably filled by Emory 
Parnell, Ralf Harolde, Otto Rei- 
chow, Gene Ross and others, while 
William Tannen, Canadian oper- 
ative, also does well. 

Jack Bernard’s direction, sup- 
ported by Hoerl’s topnotch script, 
shows to advantage, and there’s a 
firstrate editing job by Charles 
Craft. James Burkett’s production 
gets the most from the small bud- 
get and has not sacrified entertain- 
ment in the corner-cutting. The 
Marcel LePicard lensing is good. 
Brog. 


Third Time Lucky 
(BRITISH) 


London, Jan. 10. 

J. Arthur Rank-Alliance 
(Mario Zampi production. 
Glynis Johns, Dermot Walsh. 
Gordon Parry. 


Anglofilm 
Features 
Directed by 


Story and screenplay by 
Gerald Butler. Camera, Cedric Williams, 
Peter Newbrook; editor, Giulio Zampi; 
music, Stanley Black. At Odeon, Marble 


Arch, London, Jan. 6, *49. Running time, 


91 MINS, 
rr Te rr ory ee Glynis Johns 
DED 6 63 69 4.9.8: 66464060 053 Dermot Walsh 
UE ip 6-0. 0b) 6 be aee Ges Charles Goldner 
| Doc. +++». Hareourt Williams 
WOM ee i 6 crcdaaneysaewras Yvonne Owen 
SE, SM ys 6 35.606.060:48.009.6 05 Helen Haye 
BANE. 5 ¥56 beh ateediecces John Stuart 
Young Waiter........... Harold Berens 
PRs d bcs ok 4b 0340 0% Ballard Berkely 


Bennett..... .. Sebastian Cabot 





“Third Time Lucky” sets out to 
prove that gambling doesn’t pay. 
It is a conventional theme and the 
production, which lacks big star 
names, is not likely to make the 
| U. S. grade. 

It’s a story of a _ professional 
gambler who picks up an innocent 
girl and drags her around with him 
as a mascot. For some time she 
\brings him incredible luck, but 
'eventually he goes the way of all 
other gamblers and ends up with- 
out a penny to his name and with 
a bullet in his back. It is only then 
that he realizes what a fool he has 
been and the girl, of course, is at 
his bedside waiting for him. 


Glynis Johns shows up extremely 
| well as the girl, but Dermot Walsh 
_lacks vigor in the part of the in- 
veterate gambler. Myro. 


Les Parents Terribles 
(The Terrible Parents) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, Jan. 8. 


Sirius release of Ariane Film produc. 
tion. Written, adapted and directed by 
| Jean Cocteau. Features Jean Marais, 
| Josette Day, Yvonne De Bray, Gabrielle 
| Dorziat, Marcel Andre. Music, Georges 
| Auric; camera, Michel Kelber. Previewed 
| $2, Sepement Paris. Running time, 105 


| Michel 





£960 4OUGS 608 085.5% Od 0008 Jean Marais 
EONS clad iwi idebecciv's s Josette Day 
i i... SE Pee Yvonne De_ Bray 
Ds <4: 00.0 6:4 50d0 aad ¢ Gabrielle Dorziat 
IOUPEOE. c coccictecccercess MEETCGL AnGre 





| In Jean Cocteau’s last film the 
eagle had two heads. In this one 
‘the hero has two parents, and 
'they’re both very nasty people. 
' Cocteau has taken his play and put 
it on film with little change in plot 
‘or dialog. The advantage of put- 
ting “The Terrible Parents” on the 
'screen is that you can study them 
‘much closer. The disadvantage 1S 
that the flicker is very talky and 
‘since the dialog is the most im- 
| portant thing, the pix may run into 
trouble with American audiences. 
| Briefly, the plot goes like this. 
'Mother loves son (with more than 


-mended to bolster most any bill. | a motherly love). Son loves mother 








Waterloo Road 


“Waterloo Road,” J. Arthur 
Rank production, stars John 
Mills and Stewart Granger in 
a story played against the 
drab, bomb - shattered back- 
ground of a London slum. 

Pic, which is being trade- 
shown in New York tomorrow 
(Thurs.), was reviewed in Va- 
RIETY from London Feb. 7, 
1945. VARIETY’s reviewer 
thought that “skillful direction 
and admirable casting gave 
film satisfactory b.o. potential- 
ities for the U. S.” 


Father 
also loves pretty girl and makes 
girl give up son. Aunt loves father 
|and fixes it up for boy and girl to 
‘get together. Mother can't take 
|losing son, so she takes poison. 

| Cocteau is more concerned wit 
his characters than with the plot. 
He continually uses closeup shots 
‘of faces and body movements. 
| There are very few sets, and there 
‘ate many trick camera shots. 
‘Cocteau makes expert use of his 
|camera and the technical part © 
| the picture is tops. 

| Yvonne De Bray, as the mother, 
gives an outstanding performance. 
Jean Marais, as the muddled son, 
is a little confused in his acting, 
/but turns in a creditable perform 
| ance, Buch. 
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Vienna Sets Precedent, Putting 
City Coin Into Film Production 





Vienna, Jan. 11. 
Refusal of bank credits to film 


erable drop of production here, 
and outlook for the future was 
dark. But recent action by a tri-| 
partite commission of the city of 
Vienna has injected new blood | 
into biz. Conservative, Socialist 
and Communist delegates got to- 
gether and decided unanimously | 
to guarantee a 10,000,000 schilling | 
credit by the Arbeiter Bank | 
(Workers Bank) to the Pabst-Kiba | 
production Co, City councilor | 
Viktor Matejka of the Dept. for | 
Culture and Education helped | 
speed matters up and today three 
pix are in the Rosenhuegel sty- 
dios: “Mysterious Depths,” “Won- | 
der of Our Days” and “On the'| 
Verge of Life,” all of them under 
chief supervision of G. W. Pabst. 

It’s the first time in Austria 
for a city to directly sponsor pro- 
duction. Plan was initiated by) 
Pabst about one year ago. Plan | 
should work out very advantage-| 
ously for two reasons: (1) The 
city does not interfere at all with 
the selection of the scripts, and 
(2) Arbeiter Bank conditions are 
more favorable than usual bank} 
credits by other institutions. This 
refers not only to the rate of in- 
terest, but to an entirely new 
clause in the eontract. 

Clause referred to is Arbeiter | 
Bank and city consent that entire 
proceeds of pix are to be used 
for new ones. Thus, the 10,000,000 
schillings, which suffice for the 
three pix in making, will not be 
paid back, but Pabst-Kiba are able 
today to plan for the future. This | 
method has been unknown here. | 
Up to now, indies got a credit; 
made the pic, and paid back (or) 
not). Pabst-Kiba should now be} 
able to contract studios, stars, and | 
authors for a certain period of 
time. 


ALAN CURTIS MAY MAKE 
DP FILM IN TEL-AVIV 


Rome, Jan. 11. | 


Alan Curtis, in Italy to make the | 
“Pirates of Capri” picture, has) 
planed back to Rome after spend- 
ing a few days in Tel-Aviv investi- | 
gating the possibilities of making | 
documentary films there. With) 
Curtis was Russell Duncan, ECA 
official. An Israeli Foreign Office 
permit allowed Curtis and Dun- 
can to fly to Tel-Aviv, a in | 
time to see plenty of action New 
Year's Eve. 


The Kaete-Dan hotel, where Cur- | 
tis stayed, was bombed New Year’s | 
Eve, but little damage was done. } 
Later the hotel guests. watched | 
street fighting and other bombings 
from the hotel porch. Documen- 
tary film planned by Curtis will be 
made with 16m, maybe in color, 
for U. S. release. Story concerns 
displaced persons’ flight from Ger- 
many and Italy to Tel-Aviv. Cur- 
tis plans going to Germany next 
week to look over situation there 
for his film. 


Wiesbaden Looms As New 
W. German Pix Center’ 


Wiesbaden, Jan. 1. 
Wiesbaden seems likely to 
eee as a new center of the film 
ndustry for Western Germany. 
Already six German film distribu- 
tors have opened offices here. 
‘ Latest development is a project 
Me building of new film studios | 
vere by a new corporation now be- 
aie set up. The group is reported 
penning to rebuild a large riding 
all into production studios. 
fanwhile the industry is com-' 
ne back with a bang in every sec- 
b ” In Kassel the Kapital, now 
uilding, will be a 1,200-seater. 
b - former Palast, now being re-| 
Maia Ph apn will seat 850. | 
ome will give the city 17 
In Frankfurt, work on the Pal-| 
ve In Grosse Fredbergergasse, is 
eled an ted. The house, mod-| 
seat 15 “J New York’s Roxy, will 
In Wiesbaden the Valhall, with | 
, with) 
— Seats, has reopened. And the | 
ment eam of Military Govern-| 
bane a woates of applications for 
ste mhouses under considera-. 


ri 
indies had resulted in a eo 














| promisingly. 
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Fast Camera Action On 
S. Africa Diamond Pic 


_ Cape Town, Jan. 11. | 
Completing a 25-day shooting | 
schedule in 12 days, David Mac-| 
Donald, senior director of the. 
Rank Organization is now on his. 
way back to England from South | 
Africa to finish studio work on the | 
picture “Diamond City.” Only! 
local cameramen and technicians 
were used, speeding the work. | 
“Diamond City” is based on the | 
story ‘“Digger’s Republic” by Roger | 
Bray, centering on the life of Staf-| 
ford Parker, who in the early days | 
of the diamond diggings founded a | 
republic which lasted nine days. 





| 


French TV Sets To 


‘Conquer’ Europe 


{ 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
In an exclusive interview with 
Andre Ory, head of 
French video, revealed that France | 
had perfected the 319-line video 


,screen and a new tube called the 


Super R.I. Scope with twice as 
much sensitivity as any American 
tube in use at the present time. | 
This information, plus the immedi- | 
ate attempt to mass-produce sets, | 
will affect the entire European 
video market. | 

By manufacturing sets and tubes, | 
France hopes to become the big- 
gest TV distributor on the conti- 
nent. If the other countries adopt 
French video, American sets will 
be useless since both cameras and 
receivers are entirely different. 

The camera on the new type 
uses regular 16m and 35m film | 
lenses and the tube is sensitive 
enough to pick up images in any 
light, and will give as good an 
image as film. 

The -French are now operating 
one transmitter from the Eiffel 
Tower. They will build three more, 
one in Paris, one in Lyon and an- 
other in Lille. 

Since about 10,000 sets with the 
451 line screen have been sold in 
Paris already, France will main- 


{tain the Eiffel Tower transmitter 


for 10 years. Work on the con- 
struction of the new transmitters 
will begin in June. 

The main problem now, said 
Ory, would be mass production of 
the _ sets. Technically, French 
video is far superior to the U. S. 
The fact that no country on the 
continent has gone into television. 
yet puts France at a great advan- 
tage, ang it’s very likely that the 
French screen will become stand- 
ardized in Europe. 


Phillips to Use Top Acts 
For New London Nitery 


London, Jan. 11. 

Gatti’s Restaurant, in the Strand, | 
has been acquired by Sid Phillips, | 

Promoter has | 
been granted a special license by | 
the Ministry of Works to renovate, | 
ai cost of around $120,000, to be | 
run as exclusive nitery. 

Phillips reveals that he in-' 
tends to import attractions from | 
America and the Continent, and is 
prepared to go as high as $3,000 
for single attraction, guaranteeing 
four weeks minimum with further 
options. Imported talent will be 
allowed to double in vaudeville or 
revue. 

Associated with him in this) 
venture is John Carpanini, general | 
manager of the Cocoanut Grove, | 
night spot operated by Diana Ward, | 
former American chirper. 


French Stall H’wood Coin | 
Paris, Jan. 18. | 

The French finance ministry, | 
through its exchange control office, | 
is still stalling Hollywood on its, 


coin remittances in spite of pro-| 


visions in the latest film pact. | 
Ministry is pleading poverty and) 
lack of available dollars. | 

Stall is postponing both the 
quarterly installment of the former 
frozen bank balance and current | 
earnings. Gerald Mayer, foreign 
manager of the Motion Picture | 
Assn. of America, is back in Paris 
from Rome where negotiations for | 
remittances are proceeding more. 


| 
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S. Africa Import Control 


Will Hobble US. Films French Pull Shades on ‘tron Curtain’: 


Cape Town, Jan. 11. 
New import control regulations, | 
recently introduced by the South | 
African government, and aimed at 
easing the dollar shortage, will 
seriously affect the flow of Ameri- | 
can films. In general, importers of. 
commodities are restricted to a. 
quota of 50° of their 1947 figures, | 
and this will also apply to films. 
It’s reported that Francis Har-| 
mon, of the U. S. Motion Picture 
Assn., is coming here to confer 
with the government on this prob- 


India's 49 Pix 
Outlook Grim 


Madras, Jan. 1. 
Though considerable difficulties 
confronted the Indian film produc- 
ers, the year 1948 was not as dark 
as it was expected to turn out in 
the initial stages. There was, of 





course, a production lag, yet the) 
Alto- | 
gether, 180 pictures were produced | 
A majority of | 


drop was not substantial. 


during the year. 
these pictures were in Hindi, which 


is fast becoming the national lan- 


guage of India. 

Looking ahead for 1949, a chill 
passes through the spine. Para- 
lyzed by lack of finance and the 
unbusinesslike operation of many 
producers who are actually crowd- 
ing the industry, there is already 
a backlog too heavy to be removed. 
Banking houses are very wary of 
film people, who, in large part, 
have been~ unscrupulous. This 
stand-offishness on the part of 
finance houses is sure to tell upon 
the industry in the current year. It 
is certainly an odd sight to see 150 
film producers busily 
themselves to turn out 180 pictures 
in a year. There are 50 studios in 
India with 93 stages. 

Of the 2,500 cinemas, about 59 
are out and out English houses. A 
small majority of the rest show 
English pictures occasionally and 
the balance only Indian pictures. 
The 10 American film companies 
operating in India import around 
300 pictures every year, totally. It 
is estimated that an average 15,- 
000,000 people see pictures every 
week in India. 

Most of the topranking players 
contract on a per-picture basis at 
rates ranging between $10.000 and 
$35,000. The directors also hire 
themselves out at rates between 
$3,000 to $8,000 per. Minor actors 
are paid on a monthly basis at be- 
tween $35 and $100. Some of the 
top-rank major talent get between 
$300 and $1,500 a month. 


82 Mex Pix in ’48 


Mexico City, Jan. 11. 


Final count of pix produced in 
Mexico in 1948 was 82, for the 
biggest pic production year in 
Mexico. However, trade isn’t over- 
joyed because 50 of the 1948 vin- 
tage haven’t been released. Studio 
producing score last year was 
Churubusco, 33; Azteca, 30; Clasa, 
13, and Tepeyac, six. 

Producers are aiming at the 200- 
mark for 1949. 








Oscar Karlweis will appear in 
Renaissance theatre, Vienna, in 
Benatzky’s “King and Umbrella.” 





— 








Current London Shows 


(Figures shows weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 18. 


“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (85). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (91). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (37). 
“Browning,” Phoenix (19). 
“Cage Peacock,” Cambridge (41). 
“Carissima,” Palace (45). 
“Charley’s Aunt,” Maj. (5). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (73). 
“Don’t Listen,” St. Jas. (20). 
“Edward, My Son,” Lyric (86). 
“Gioconda Smile,” Wynd (32). 
“Happiest Days,’”’ Apollo (43), 
“Harvey,” Wales (3). 

“High Button Shoes,” Hipp. (5). 
“Kid From Strat,” Wint. (16). 
“Little Lambs,’ Ambass. (41). 
“Miss Mabel,” Duchess (8). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (81). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (40). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (7). 
“Perfect Woman,” Playhouse (19). 
“Return of Prodigal,”’ Globe (8). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (6). 
“Slings & Arrows,” Comedy (9). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (93). 
“Wild Duck,” St. Mart (10). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (91). 


é 


Rogues Regiment’ Also Is Banished 





a * 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
The French Board of Motion 


. . * . , 
Britain Reissue Biz Big | Picture Review has turned thumbs 


Last Year, Sez Distrib) 


Last year was a banner one for 
the reissue business in Britain, ac-| 
cording to Sid Hyams, managing 
director of Eros Films, one of the 
top distributors of oldies in that 
territory. However, the market for 
American reissues, he said, slumped | 
somewhat in the last quarter of | 
1948 due to the 45% quota which | 
became effective Oct. 1. 
| Hyams, who arrived 
York last week, felt that the out- 
look for this year is fairly en- 
couraging for his firm with the ex- 
ception of its reissues of U. S. 








in New/|threw stink bombs 


down on the showing of 20th-Fox’s 
“Tron Curtain” in France. The 
reason given for the decision was 
that it would only antagonize Com- 
munist elements in France and 
cause bloodshed. The French Com- 
munist newspapers have threat- 
ened repercussions if the film 
would be shown here. When “Cur- 


tain” was screened in Belgium, 
Communists picketed theatres, 
in them and 


otherwise agitated against the flick- 
er’s booking in that country. For 
these reasons the Beard thought 
it would be unwise to permit the 


origin. | picture to be played in France at 


| 
| 





this time. 


The decision was approved by 
|the Minister of Information, who 


French 2-Version 22," 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
Attempt by French pix producers 
to crash the’ English-speaking 


Pj I Fx lifted. 
IX or port | See tar elite’ reasons. An ap- 


j 


matters, but Fox 
| officials are appealing to highest 
French executives to have the ban 

This is the first American 
war to be turned 


peal to President Auriol’'s office is 
expected to be acted on in a week 
or two. Fox will profit either way. 
If the decision is against them 


cinema market was given further they will launch a protest through 
credence this week with the sign- the press, while if the picture is 


engaging | 


ing of Orson Welles by Jacque: | allowed to play. Communist agi- 
Gauthier for an English and tation is expected to be much 
French version of “Portrait of an| greater than in Belgium, which 


Assassin.” Welles will direct the, 
flicker which will star Maria Mon-| 
tez and Erich Von Stroheim. 


French film-makers have been} 


seriously worried over lack of 
dollars, and small return on their 
products because of the language 
difficulties. French films barely 
pay for themselves in the art cir- 
|cuit theatres. Therefore many of 
the top companies in France have 
|decided to make double versions 
of their pix. One will be in French 
and one in English. “Han Le 
Marin” with Maria Montez, Jean- 
Pierre Aumont and Lili Palmer, 
has been completed and will be 
ready for distribution in about a 
‘month, 

Rene Clair will start shooting a 
two-version film for Universalia, 
which will be a modern story of 
Faust. 20th-Fox announced the 
signing of Paul Graetz for the 
making of two-version films and 
other major companies are ex- 
pected to follow suit. While some 
companies have managed to sign 
leads which can handle both Eng- 
lish and French, others are con- 
|sidering the use of two separate 
casts. 

Other angles being considered 
by the producers are films that ap- 
peal strictly to American b.o. Dub- 
bing of American pix into French 
has been very successful, but the 
|reverse procedure, the attempt to 
‘dub English versions, has fallen 
fiat on its face. 


Paris Radio Execs Fired; 


Funds Misuse Is Claime 
| Paris, Jan. 11. 

Several government radio execu- 
‘tives have been suspended as re- 
sult of recent disclosures of a 
claimed misuse of state funds. 





| 
| 


Among those affected by the sus- | 


|pensions are Robert Lange, head | 


will also make good press copy. 
Italian Ruling Due 


| In the meantime, the Italian gov- 
‘ernment will give a ruling this 
; week on whether they will allow 
i “Curtain” to play Italian houses. 
| It is expected that this decision 
will be in the affirmative, in spite 
'of protests and threats by the Reds 
in Italy on letting the pic appear 
on Italian screens. Outside of Bel- 
gium the flicker has appeared in 
Switzerland and Scandinavian 
countries without incident. 
A French official told VARrIETy 
that despite 20th’s special screen- 
ing of “Iron Curtain” to some high 
| French politicians, the decision to 
‘refuse the pic a visa here would 
stick. One of the reasons is that 
the difficulty was made known be- 
fore a decision was rendered, due 
to someone in the Fox office talk- 
ing to some newspaper, where he 
has perso.al friends anxious to get 
'scoops. The Fox office had _ first 
tried to have the difficulty settled 
through the Motion Picture Ass'n, 
and then went its own way to en- 
list the Embassy’s support, rather 
|than leave it in the lap of MPA 
‘and wait. 
| “Rogues Regiment,” UI’s thriller 
about the French Foreign Legion, 
was given the nix by the French 
| Board of Review. The board, which 
recently turned thumbs down on 
20th’s “Iron Curtain,” refused to 
\okay “Regiment” because’ the 
'French government claims there 
|are not and never have been any 
| Nazis in the French Legion and the 
‘flicker does harm to the famed 
fighting force. 
UI doesn’t plan to appeal the de- 
cision but may attempt to get the 
| picture played at a future date. 





Republic Readying 
Argentine-Made Film 


‘of the North American branch of! while Republic is readying a 
| Radiodiffusion Francaise, as well ‘John Carroll-Dolores del Rio 
_as producers Ben Smith and Pierre ctarrer to be made as an Argentine 
|Grimbat. Latter is also producer | jgcationer, a homeoffice spokesman 
'for Radio Monte Carlo, which the | goubted last week that this up- 
|ing to annex by negotiations with trend by the studio toward South 
Monte Carlo topper George Mich- | American film-making. Any ven- 
elson. \tures there, he said, depend en- 
| Discrepancies came to light when ‘tirely “upon local conditions.” 

/Cour des Comptes, official French | Argentine project calls for John 
/auditing body, published a report Auer to direct with screenplay 
'exposing irregular expenditures of | based on the Rex Beach yarn, “Don 
‘several ministries. Findings cov-| Careless.” Although other Holly- 
ers a two-year period starting in | wood lots, notably 20th-Fox, have 
| 1946 when Communist ministers been active in overseas production, 
‘allegedly squandered government this is the first instance of Re- 
| appropriations. | public deciding to convert its 
blocked remittances by local shoot- 


German Film Notes 


a ’ 

| Ekkehard Kyrath, with his US-' Newbery S Rep. Post 

| licensed Concordia Film Co., has Charles B. Newbery last week 

started his first documentary—the was named veepee and supervisor 

life story of a racing bicyclist,| of the United Kingdom and Con- 

Hans Preiskeit. Director is H. Lipp. — Europe -4 4. . Pic- 
7 , * ‘tures Internationa orp. ‘ssa 

ae Wenmees Caren, who has 7m nefly created post for Newbery 

finished a mountain film, “Franzl,” | who previously was supervisor 0 

in the Berchtesgaden area, is now 


; Australia, New Zealand, Africa, 
| Shooting “Peter The Fisherboy” in the Middle East and Far East ter- 
the Chiemsee area, 


| ritories, 
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(Issue of Jan. 5, 1949) 

M-G-M leads all companies with 3 
out of 7 “Golden Circle” Top Gross- 
ers of 1948, and out of 93 leading 
pictures of the year M-G-M is first 
with 20. M-G-M’s George Sidney 
wins the year’s Top Director honors 
and Joe Pasternak wins Top Pro- 
ducer honors. Out of the 64 all- 
time “Golden Circle” Top Grossers 
M-G-M leads the industry with 25, 
nearest competing company 11. 


: 
TS 
° 2 a 





j 
| 
e| 
| 


You will see below that M-G-M is far| 
ahead in the trade press annual survey of 
motion picture leadership. We are proud, 
but wish to share this acclaim with our cus- 


tomers whose cooperation made it possible.| 








BOXOFFICE 
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(Issue of Nov. 20) 





























(Issue of Dec. 25) M-G-M has more than twice as 
M-G-M tops all others in) many All-Time Blue Ribbon 
““Money Hits”, in Box- Awards as any other company, 
office Stars, in New Faces more place-winning stars, more 
and in Shorts. awards in 10 Best Short Series 
Group. 



































(Issue of Bic. 36) en ie (Issue of Dec. 24) 
“M-G-M leads 1948 Honor Roll “AA-G.M has two out of 
with nine pictures!” ° 
. oa the First Three in top- 
M-G-M tops all companies in poll of ‘ f 
nation’s critics with: “A Date With Judy” gross in g pictures oO 
The Bride Goes Wild” + “Cass Time 1947-'48 season, ‘Cass 


berlane” + “Easter Parade” « “Green 


Dolphin Street” « “Homecoming” ° a ‘ en 
“Julia Misbehaves +-The Search” Timberlane and Gre 


“The Three Musketeers”. Dolphin Street Br ‘ 
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PREDICTION: THE CHALLENGERS OF 1949! 


“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME” [a 


“EDWARD, MY SON” 


Spencer Tracy » Deborah Kerr 


“THE BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY” 
(TECHNICGLOR)} 
Fred Astaire * Ginger Rogers 


“THE SECRET GARDEN’ 


(Special Sequences in TECHNICOLOR) 
Margoret O'Brien « Herbert Marshal! 
Dean Stockwell 


“THE GREAT SINNER” 


Gregory Peck * Ava Gardner 
Melvyn Douglas 


“NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER” 


(TECHNICOLOR) 
Esther Williams * Red Skelton 


“COMMAND DECISION” 


Ciark Gable + Walter Pidgeon 
Van Johnson * Brian Donlevy 


“LITTLE WOMEN” 
(TECHNICOLOR) 


June Allyson * Peter Lawford 
Margaret O'Brien * Elizabeth Taylor 


“THE STRATTON STORY” 


James Stewart * June Allyson 


“THE FORSYTE SAGA” 


Greer Garson « Errol Fiynn + Walter Pidgeon 
Robert Young * Janet Leigh 


“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” 


(TECHNICOLOR) 
Judy Garland * Van Johnson 





(TECHNICOLOR} 
Frank Sinatra * Esther Williams * Gene Kelly 


“ ACT’ OF VIOLENCE” 


Van Heflin » Robert Ryan 


“THE BRIBE” 


Robert Teylor ° Ava Gardner + Chartes 
Laughton + Vincent Price + John Hodiok 


“MADAME BOVARY” 


Jennifer Jones * James Meson 
Van Heflin « Lovis Jourdan 


“THE CONSPIRATOR” 


Robert Taylor + Elizabeth Taylor 


“ANY NUMBER CAN PLAY” 


Clark Gable 














(Book “Movies And You” Series For Your Industry's Sake!) 
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Big Amortizing Boost on Costly = 
Films Holds M-G Net to $5,309,659 ss: soma spend provide 











| Metro Savings 


Continued from page 3 





receives 6.77% of company’s total 





A big boost in the amortization 
of costly product held down Met- 


gross plus 10% of all reissue 
profits, As a result, his 48 salary 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


With Jan Sibelius passing his 83d birthday recently there’s addeq 
interest in some films about the Finnish composer and his musie 
which Carleton Smith, director of the National Arts Foundation 
brought to the U. S. recently after a visit to Finland. ‘ 


Films, made by Finlandia Kuva, form a short biography of Sibelius 
and are historically valuable because of the noted reticence of the 


Briton’s 10% Angle 


ro’s net profits for fiscal 1948, end- 





ed Aug. 31, to a low of $5,309,659 
while the company racked up peak 
grosses of $185,816,446. The cost 
of film ran up to am all-time peak 
of $73,313,804 during the year, an 
increase of $9,039,594 over 1947. 
Expensive product - which rising 
costs ballooned during the last two 
vears, plus faster playoffs, weight- 
ed M-G’s net in spite of the tre-| 
mendous gross. 

Against the 1948 net, Metro piled | 
up $11,626,427 in °47, when the 
company grossed $183,948,900. In 
48, it earned $1.03 per share on)! 
5,142,615 shares outstanding com- 
pared to $2.26 in the preceding | 
semester. 

At the same time, the report dis- | 
closed that M-G will be unleashing | 
a string of less expensive product | 
in the near future which should re- | 
store the balance. “Effect of lower | 
cost pictures will be reflected later | 
in the current fiscal year (1949),” | 
company report stated. Bearing | 
this out is the fact that M-G’s film | 
productions now before the cam- 
eras are evalued at $27,708,672, a 
giant slash from last year’s $40,- 
746.845 in the same bracket. 

The big trend towards sharply 
reduced picture inventories is 
again spotlighted in the Metro re- 
port. M-G has chopped down pix 
either in release, in cans or now in 
theatres to a total value of $69,- 
943.870, which compares with an 








M-G’s Lowest in 15 Yrs. 
Net profit of $5,309,659 
registered by Metro in fiscal 
1948, ended Aug. 31, was the 
lowest garnered by the com- 
pany for the past 15 years. In 
1933, company took in $4,034,- 
289 but after that year never 
fell below $7,000,000 in net 
profits. Company has always 
been a consistent moneymak- 
er. Since its birth in 1920 it 
has yet to plunge into the red. 
Indicating the high cost of 
recent pix and shorter runs 
necessitating faster playoffs 
and higher amortization out- 
lays, M-G racked up its all- 
time high’gross in ’48, totalling 
$185,816,446. In ’33 the gross 
was only $84,938,653. 








inventory -of $81,995,730 at the 
close of ’47. Metro’s action paral- 
lels that of Warner Bros., latter 
company revealing last week that 
it had chiselled its inventory by 
$5,558,062 to bring it to a low of 
$39,577,404. 

Metro’s net slid a bit further dur- 
ing the first quarter of fiscal 1948- 
"49, ended Nov. 25, an accompany- 
ing report discloses. Its take for 
these 12 weeks came to $1,021,156 
against $1,354,761. 
stock earnings were 20c per share 
compared to 26c in 1947-48. 

Company’s wider release of indie 
productions during the year just 
ended is played up in the report. 
Outside producers’ share of film 
rentals in ’48 toted to $6,444,972 
while the ’47 figure was $2,412,290. 
This helped to push up Metro’s op- 


in film and record division ex- 
penses, which brought the total for 


the latter two depts, to $23,332,347. | 


Theatre and office building ex- 
penses, including film rentals for 
the Loew’s chain, was down to 
$52,325,843 against 1947’s $54,343.,- 
133. Contributions to employees’ 
retirement fund totalled $3,540,214. 

Current liabilities were reduced 
to $23,039,396 against $26,941,991 
owed in ’°47. Cash and _ bonds. 
climbed slightly to $35,929,283. 
Figure in 1947 was $35,273,488. 











‘Paisan’ Fee 


~~~, Continued from page 4 














by Mario Conti, Rome merchant. 
A group of New Y¥orkers, as- 
sembled by ex-GI Rod Geiger and 
headed by Oswald L. Landau, got 
50% of U. S. rights for advancing 
$40,000 to send a group of Ameri- 
cans to Italy to appear in the film. 
Conti was in the U. S. last year 
and bought out the interest of the 
New York group for $52,000. Ros- 
sellini holds 25° of Conti’s origi- 
nal interest of 50° in American 
rights, 85° in Italian rights and 
75° of rights in rest of the world. 
Mayer and Burstyn get a straight 
50° fee after costs for handling 
U. S. distribution. 


American film execs got a 
chuckle out of suggestion 
made by a British exhib last 
week for solving the Anglo- 
U.S. picture situation. E. 
Richard Eadie proposed that 
Congress impose a 10% quota 
for British films in America in 
return for Britain agreeing to 
give Yank features 70% to 
75% of playing time on Eng- 
lish screens. 

American pix now get a 
maximum of 55% playing time 
in Britain, while the British 


was again tops for the company, 
totaling $417,263, including $260,-) 
406 percentage compensation. 
The total nut paid to 296 em- 
ployees in 1948 who earned over 
$20,000 amounted to $19,802,811. 
Some 19 officers and directors took 
another $2,070,016, bringing the | 
entire expenditures to high per- 
sonnel to $21,872,827. In 1947, the, 
cost ran to $24,605,668. 
Other Firms, Too 
Metro’s action is in line with 
|that of other companies which | 
j}have been cutting the high-income | 
| bracket as a prime step in reducing | 








‘theatre on Madison avenue. “A 


pix get a virtually infinitesi- 
mal percentage in the U. S. 
Distrib toppers queried in New 
York thought that Eadie’s 
suggestion was sO preposter- 
ous he must be kidding. He | During the past year six Metro 
evidently wasn t, however, lexecs (including Mayer) collected 
from his remark that: “A solu- la total of $528.491 in bonuses and 
tion somewhat on these lines | shares of profits. With Mayer lead- 
would be practical politics and | ing the list with his $260,406, other 


could be a useful basis for dis- | ggures were Nicholas M. Schenck, 
cussion. 


cost of films. In Metro’s case it 
'was the first tangible results of 
economy measures, since the com- 
pany’s payrolls had been climbing 
| steadily before 1948. 


$53,850; E. J. Mannix, $43.142: Al 
Lichtman, $41,324, and Bertram 
Lebhar, r., $45,618. 

In second spot, topped only by 
Mayer in amount of compensation, 
is Frank Sinatra, who took $325,- 











; ‘Hamlet’-‘Shoes” 


Continued from page 5 jac 











decide whether to slate them for 833 from the studio. Third notch | 


general release. Additionally, “Mr. is held by Judy Garland with $300,- 
— Mr. *ai1)? his |°* : 

Perrin and M1 ars eet Payments toward retirement of 

week at the Little Carnegie. ake all personnel in the $20,000-and- 

My Life” goes into the Trans-Lux over class came to $1,683,239 dur- 

ing the year. Mayer’s share was 


; Tatt oe Pay | $09,394. While Miss Garland’s to- 
r1¢ f One’s Own” is slated fo 

. 7, ny t Feb. 8 taled $10.140. Payments for of- | 
the Art theatre, Feb. 9. ficers and directors amounted to. 


Sir Alexander Korda’s “Mine $425 614. 
Own Executioner,” distributed by String of legal fees was paid by 
20th-Fox, has opened at the Sut-| Metro during the vear. Those in- 
ton. “Hamlet” continues at Ca-| cluded $22.619 to Alvord & Alvord, 
pacity at the Park Avenue while|p ¢. lawyers; $26,586 to George 
“Shoes” is still SRO at the Bijou. Ww. Cohen, Los Angeles; $44,415 

Fact that good British pix can) to Loeb & Loeb, Los Angeles; $21.- 
draw is pointed up by the per-' 802 to Nutter, McClennen & Fish, 
formance of “Don’t Take It to} Boston; $125,000 allowed by the 
Heart” at the out-of-the-way Bea-| court to Pomerantz, Levy, Schrei- 





Equivalent | 


| t |. Possibility is seen of Rank ex- the big ci sat 
erating expenses as did an increase | tending his loan by putting up “¢& 8 city critics. 


eree does not prohibit the owner- things, a costume picture! 


_acquisition of theatres for the pur- | 


‘film litigation. 


con. The house, playing previously | ber & Houdek, N. Y.: and $27,083 
| subsequent-run Yank films, aver- to Raichle, Tucker & Moore, Buf- 
|aged only $6,000 weekly. British | falo. 
pic did close to $13,500 in the first} Other outlays included $24,410 to 
| week, $10,500 the second and $8,- the Central Casting Corp.; $32,029 
400 the third. | paid to Bankers Trust Co. as trans- 
Film had gathered dust on Rank’s fer agent; $35,000 to the First Na- 
shelves here for the past two years | tional Bank of Boston for financing 
| before handed its test engagement. services; and $48,605 
No allocation to either U or EL’ Donaldson & Co., accountants. 
| had been made for U. S. handling, 
and the latter company was in- 
‘duced to give it a tryout. With 
‘the Beacon showing wrapped up, 
EL already has obtained a book- | 
ing from the entire Brandt circuit. <=" 


ee morally uplifting? I remember a 
British Dollars 


| gal named Mae West who was 
Continued from page 5 jee 














Crime, Sexers 


Continued from page 3 




















doing all right, too, until the cen- 
| sors started braying. I think even 
_ VARIETY reported quite recently 
that her revival of “Diamond Lil” 














practically guaranteed loan, When had the customers fighting to get. 
What do they think she’s sell- | 


_it made the dollar advances to the in. 
, producers, they arranged with the ing? Why do you suppose so fine 
Bank of England for the latter to a foreign film as “Open City” es- 
provide them with dollars to repay tablished a new record for im- 
the loans if earnings of the films ports? Not because it got such 
were insufficient. | good notices—other foreign pic- 
tures have had rave notices from 
It was merely 
further pix, but not of Korda Y@¢ause word got around that it 
doing so. Latter, following his W®S filled with (sh-h) SEX. 

poor experience with 20th-Fox, As for costume pictures, any dolt 
distribution of his two pix, has. Will recall that the two box office 
stated he’ll follow a policy of sell- champions of all time are “The 
ing his product outright to Ameri- | Birth of a Nation” and “Gone With 
can distribs for their frozen pounds the Wind.” What are they but the 
in England. , despised costume picture? In the 


/number two position for the year 
700 Theatres 


just passed, what do we find listed 
Continued from page 4 











_as the best of all boxoffice attrac- 
_tions surpassed only by “The 
Road to Rio”? None other than 
“The Three Musketeers,” of all 
“Joan 
ship of showcases by a producer-| 0f Arc” and “Hamlet” seem to be 








eornsewmeerr 


_ distributor to test and market prod- ™aking money too, not to mention 


uct. It leaves the question open! last year’s “Caesar and Cleopatra” 
by requiring court approval of the | 0r “Henry V.” 
I am not holding any brief for 
pose. more crime, sex or costume pic- 
It is likely Par will get no less tures for the screen. It just seems 
favorable terms. Hence, inking of to me that these exhibitors, and 
a decree would not necessarily end all of the writers who so smugly 
all prospects of showcase acquisi- reprinted their remarks, are ludi- 
tions. crously wrong. Let them get out 
Par’s dickerings have been han- 24 sell pictures and stop worry- 
dled by Goldenson, Robert O’Brien, i298 about public morals. I have 
company secretary, Edwin L. Weis], Yet te see anyone who has been 
director, and Austin C. Keough, Tuined or taken to a life of crime 
general counsel. Discussions have ftom having gone to the movies. 
been staged with Assistant Attor-| The only type of film that is apt 
ney General Herbert Bergson, head to remain “poison” at the boxoffice 
of the anti-trust division, and Rob- is the pure, unmitigated stinker, 
ert L. Wright, who is in charge of and they are still making plenty of 
, those! Owen Couey. 


|M-G prez. $94,121; J. Robert Rubin, | 


to Miller, 


|ecomposer towards publicity. They’re a combination of newsreels and 
| pix of his house, his family, even shots of Sibelius playing the piano, 
Life mag has been studying the films for a series of stills, while they’re 
being studied for possible art-house release. 





Lucrative field of tieups between manufacturers’ merchandise ang 
films, radio, television and legit has drawn the scrutiny of Rights Corp, 
of America, a newly-formed organization, which will specialize in that 
type promotion. Currently the outfit has worked out a flock of tieins 


with Paramount’s forthcoming “The Paleface.” 


As an indication of the hoopla and fanfare now handed tieins by the 
industry, is a recent screening of “Paleface” tossed at the Hotel Astor, 
N. Y., by Rights Corp. for a score of manufacturers whose tied-in 
products varied from shirts to pantaloons. 

RKO has staged a heavy draft on moppets for forthcoming pix in 
probably the biggest use of child talent on the Coast in many years, 
Five of the studio’s films hitting the theatres in the next couple of 
months pivot around kid performances. ‘‘Boy With Green Hair” stars 
Dean Stockwell, aged 12. Both Walt Disney’s “So Dear To My Heart” 
and the late Fred Ullman’s “The Widow” are headed by Bobby Dris- 
coll, 11. Latter also features Luana Patten, 10. Samuel Goldwyn’s 
“Enchantment” features the newcomer Gigi Perrau, 7, while “The 
Green Promise” includes both Ted Donaldson, 12, and Natalie Wood, 11, 





Sir Laurence Olivier’s “Hamlet,” in the middle of a battle between a 
|reporter and the regular film critic on the Evening Item, New Orleans 
daily, wound up with the paper panning it on its opening day recently 
and a rave notice in the same sheet the following day. Incident 
stemmed from the chief editor’s bypassing of Dave Baldwin, Item’s pic 
critic, in favor of a review by reporter Flannery Lewis, who has a rep 
as a Shakespearean “expert.” Lewis panned “Hamlet,” but the next 
day after the other local critics plumbed unanimously for the film, the 
paper printed a boost penned by Baldwin. 


| Film industry, which has to keep an eye on adverse legislation pro- 
| posed in state legislatures, will be as busy as the proverbial one-armed 
paperhanger in 1949. Regular legislative sessions are scheduled for 
44 of the 48 states—all but Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Vir- 
ginia. The legislatures of all but one or two of these 44 states are 
| already in session. General industry fear is that, with the increasing 
cost of operation, several of the states will seek admissions taxes for 
the first time, or will try to increase the ones they have. 





New York circuit operator Harry, Brandt has reportedly been for- 
given by 20th-Fox his last two payments on the $237,000 arbitration 
verdict the company won from him several vears ago. Payments which 
| Brandt has been relieved of, it is said, would have amounted to $35,000 


Verdict against the circuit op grew out of claims that he had not 
| properly reported rentals due under percentage contracts in the houses 
he controls. Similar claim by Paramount is now pending. 
Century circuit recently opened a new phone service for its Brooklyn 
| customers. By calling one designated number filmgoers are supplied 
| with starting times, names of pictures, etc., at any of the chain’s houses. 
Idea is similar to that of Movietime, a centralized phone service used 
| by various other metropolitan N. Y. film theatres. However, Century 
| Was never a su bscriber to the info outfit. 








| Merian C. Cooper called off his plans to produce “The Last Days of 

| Pompeii,” the old Bulwer-Lytton novel, which he filmed for RKO in 

| 1935. Early last summer Cooper registered the public-domain yarn 

with the Johnston office, hoping to refilm it for Argosy. Now RKO 
is reissuing the picture he made 13 years ago. 





RKO’s “The Setup” will be released without a music score, except 
_for incidental tunes heard in juke joints and danceries where they 
naturally belong. The rest of the story will be tuneless, an innovation 
designed to make it realistic. The tale deals with prizefighters. 
| 











Curb Releases in Seller’s Mart 


Continued from page 5 

















available to more theatres. Some; Shift to a seller’s market is no- 
of them have taken advantage of where more marked than on Broad- 
it to switch policy from subsequent way. Whereas Jong runs and a lim- 
to first run. ited number of houses formerly 
| Salesmen in Drivers’ Seats caused pix tv pile up on shelves 
The more houses endeavoring to | for months while they awaited an 
get fresh product, the more the | opening, there’s now a brisk de- 
distribs are in the driver’s seat | mand for fresh product. Even the 
on setting terms. And sales organi-| flagship of them all, the Radio City 
zations have geared themselves to | Music Hall. which used to have dis- 
take full advantage of the situation. | tribs standing in line looking for a 
| Paradoxically, the gain in rental} date, now must constantly keep on 
returns as a result of this increase 


the prowl for suitable films. 

in first-runs is coming about despite More B’way Theatres 

the fight the majors put up against Likewise, there are more houses 
|changing clearances and runs. In-| available on Broadway than pre 
die exhibs are pointing out that) viously. As a matter of fact, the 
‘these conditions, giving the distribs| surplus has been so great that 
‘more money, had to be forced on | three theatres have returned to 
them. Many exhibs—and no small 


| legit. They are the Broadway, 
-number of sales execs—feel that| which was taken over by United 
‘in carrying the court action on to Artists for its product at the height 


‘complete divorcement the distribs | of the gold rush; the Winter Gar- 
will eventually profit still further,| den, which was operated by Uni- 
despite their remonstrances. | versal for J: Arthur Rank, and the 
| As far as the declining length of |Golden, which housed the road- 
‘first-run engagements is concerned,|show of Rank’s “Henry V” and 
| whatever profit the distribs get out | then switched to Italian product. 

of the changeover from the buyer’s| Efforts of the majors to hold 
to the seller’s market that is now | down the number of releases to re 
taking place, will serve only par-|tain the present market balance in 
| tially to compensate for the loss | their favor is evidenced in the sur 
of extended playing time. By being vey printed in Variety last week. 
able to force better terms, the re- That disclosed that about the same 
leasing companies will be able to number of films (about 350) will 
make up only a small part of the| be placed in distribution in 1949 
income they were getting in 1946/as in 1948 by the 10 top compa- 
out of lengthy runs. It is this ex-| nies. Big Five distribs are cutting 
tended time in the first-runs that down on their total during the 
is the real gravy in the business next 12 months, while the smaller 
and it is what pictures are now companies are increasing in an ef- 
missing and which is preventing fort to skim off some of the income 
them from piling up the big gross- | which will be available because 0 
es of a few years ago. ‘exhib demand for more product. 
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Reissues to Get Boost This Year 
As Result of Recent B.0. Successes 


| 
| 





Reissues of top-grossing films of + 
years past, which have had a cycli- 
cal career during the last couple 
of years, are in for an upsurge in 
1949. Boxoffice success of some of 
them during the last few months, 
notably RKO’s package of “She” 
and “Last Days of Pompeii,” has 
given even the recalcitrant distri- 
bution chiefs the reissue needle. 
As a result, only Columbia and 
Republic have scheduled. no revi- | 
vals during the coming 12 months. 

Pointing up the impact. of reis- 
sues, Paramount, which has limited 
its distribution of oldies to one or | 
two a year, plans to release @ group | 
of them in 1949. Decision to hop | 
on the revival wagon was made by | 
Par sales veepee Charles M. Rea- | 





Par Inks Jean Arthur 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Paramount signed Jean Arthur | 
to a three-year contract calling for | 
one film per year. 











SMPE on TV | 


Continued from page 7 


be practical.” “The general atti- 
tude seemed to be,” report contin- 
ues, “that it might be possible to 
buy into the television industry at 
some future date and thereby save 
the high cost of research and de- 
velopment.” 


SMPE believes that “while not 
equal in quality to present 35m 


Big B.O. Praises for Tinters 
Fail to Boost Their Production 


——-¢ The recent hosannas in praise 
of color notwithstanding, Holly. 
wood has not increased its output 
of tinted pix in the past year de. 
spite wide predictions that their 
big b.o. would lead to an upping 
in number, Total of Technicolor 
films either in release, in produc. 





Leonard's Negro Pix 


Arthur Leonard, onetime casting 
director for Warners, is mapping 
a series of all-Negro films which 
he’ll produce under the trade name 
of Park Avenue Pictures. Initialer 


| Foreign Affair” on the same lot. 


Actress made her last screen ap-| gm, evidence has been presented 
pearance about a year ago in A which indicates such quality will 

| be approached in the future.” Fur- 
2| ther development of equipment de- | 
pends on the industry interest, re- | 
port notes. 
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Cohn Pact 


am Continued from page 3 








“Active participation | 
| by theatre owners and related or- 
ganizations is essential if og 

; ._,,.| tunity to use this new medium is 
ped although it obtained majority | 1 o¢ A be lost.” 


approval. 
a Govt. Regulations 








Under the terms of the new deal, | 


will be “The Life of Lionel Hamp- 


tion or preparation has held the 


| _Prexies’ Meet 
———— _ Continued from page 3 


line in the past 12 months. Holly. 
wood had 60 Techni films lined up 





ton.” 


Upeoming pic will be shot with ;a year ago and has only 62 at the } 


documentary technique. | Present time. 

,| Failure of American studios to 
boost the tinties was played up this 
week when Technicolor published 
‘its feature schedule for the next 
| six months. Of the total of 80 films 
| listed, 62 originate from Holly- 
all-industry huddle} wood and 18 from British studios, 














whether an 


death benefits would be paid to| 


an after several months of study t ) 
et the market and following|Cohn’s wife or his heirs in the 


huddles with his field sales offi- | amount of $1,000 weekly for 300 
cials. Number to be released by | weeks from the date of his death | 
Par hasn’t been definitely set but | to a maximum of $300,000. In the | 


Discussing Government regula- 
tions, SMPE declares that tele 
transmissions to theatres over tele- 
phone wires or other similar chan- 


should be called later on the Coast. | 


Foreign talks centered about the 
new regulations in South Africa, 


the forthcoming Anglo-American | 


Currently released Techni pix to. 
tal 21 against 18 a year ago and 
|16 at the halfway point. Some 32 
(including eight British) are await. 


nels require no FCC licenses. If|Film Council meeting and other /ing release, report discloses, while 


Reagan indicated it would be con- 
siderably more than the single one 
turned out in 1948—Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s “Crusades.” 

Sales bosses are uncertain about 
what makes for the success of a re- 
issue, but the consensus boils down 
to two beliefs—new audiences 
among the teenagers, which were 
too young to have seen the films 
in their original release, and the 
public’s desire to see the costly 
spectacle films which current sky- 
high production costs have ruled 
out for most of the majors. “She,” 
“Crusades” and “Pompeii” may all 


i i stor. - ; 
be included in the latter factor _|held by the company on Cohn’s life | camera and processing unit of the | 


Most of the companies are fo 
lowing a policy of careful test en- 
gagements on all reissues befor 
putting them out into general re- 
lease. Films are selected only af- 
ter intensive searches through 
studio shelves and aré provided 
with new prints and ad accessories 
before their trial runs. Several 
films for which the companies had 
ambitious reissue plans in 1948 
failed to succeed in the test book- 
ings and so were pulled from re- 
lease after having played only a 
few dates. 

Metro has four oldies already 
scheduled and may have more be- 
fore the end of the year. Those 
earmarked so far are “Wizard of 
Oz,” scheduled for this spring, 
along with “Trader Horn,” “Se- 
quoia” and “Blossoms in the Dust.” 
Twentieth-Fox and Warners both 
ae at least eight reissues, with 

oth companies planning to pack- 
age them in groups of twos. RKO, 
in addition to its two current b.o. 


| event of the illness or physical in- | 


'capacity of Col’s prez which leads 
| to 
|company may elect to pay him 
\$3,000 monthly during his dis- 
| ability. Any such sums would be 
in reduction of the full death bene- 
| fit, with a $300,000 ceiling fixed. 
Proxy notes that approval of 
| stockholders to the contract is not 
|required but will be sought none- 
|theless. Okay by a majority of 


stockholders exclusive of Cohn’s | 


‘own holdings will be deemed suffi- 
cient. 
| retroactively as of Nov. 1, ’48. 

| Describing the three policies 


|for many years, proxy states that 
|proximates $100,800. Although 


|Cohn has no rights or claims 
|} against these policies, it is said, 


‘it’s contemplated that Col will! of 66 seconds is required to de-| public relations 
| maintain them so that the proceeds | velop, fix, wash, and dry exposed sudden cancellation of the Holly- 


| will be available to pay the death 
| benefits. 


Stockholders’ meet will also vote! the subject despite the lukewarm fab in the course 
|on an amendment to the certificate industry attitude, report indicates. in 


|of incorporation providing for an 


increase in the number of directors | 
by adding two to the present seven. | 
| Proxy advises that no decision as | 


| to new directors has yet been made 
by the board but promises, if a de- 
cision is made before the meet, a 
supplementary letter will be sent. 

Named for re-election as direc- 
tors are Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn, 
Leo M. Blancke, Nate B. Spingold, 
Abe Montague, A. Schneider and 
Donald S. Stralem. 


termination of employment, | 


Contract will be effective | 





radio beams become necessary, | 
| necessary, however, FCC approval | 
is required. 

| Report discusses the two basic 
| systems of large-screen tele—the | 
| instantaneous or direct projection | 
| system and the intermediate, film 
| method. Neither type, it concedes, 
|is commercially available in pro- 
duction quantities. As for the di-| 
| rect system (used by 20th-Fox), | 
“experience has shown that with a | 
picture of suitable quality it is) 
possible to produce results accept- | 


} 





| able to critical audiences.” 
| SMPE fixes the cost of receiver, | 


‘film intermediate system (employ-.| 


e {the cash surrender value now ap-| ed by Paramount) at $35,000. The | 


| transmission cameras, as distin- 
| guished from the receiving appara- 
tus, is fixed at $55,000. Maximum 





| film, report states. 
SMPE will continue its study of 


= 











Govt. Re-Exams 


Continued from page 6 











| has never been able to break into 
‘the Society. 

| In disclosing the new Govern- 
|ment survey, Lasser objected to 
| the move for modifications because 
| Greenberg is a private party with 
no connections with the original 
| anti-trust case. The D. of J. rec- 
ognizes its duties to protect pub- 


British problems and the future of | 27 ‘two British) were in the cans 
the Motion Picture Export Assn.|;in 1947 and 37 (six British) six 
On economy, presence of Y. Frank | months ago. 
Freeman, chairman of the Assn.| Production is down to 13 tinties 
of Motion Picture Producers, was; (three British) against 15 in °47 
arranged so that the Paramount! (six British) and 17 (five British) 
studio biggie could advise on pro-'at the half semester. In prepara- 
duction angles. tion are 1* Technics of which five 
Par’s settlement maneuvers in hail from England against 19 last 
the Government anti-trust action| year (nine British) and 21 (four 
are believed also to have been dis- | British) six months ago. 
cussed. Edwin L. Weisl, Para-| Metro leads the parade with six 
mount director, who was actively | tinties now in release; RKO being 
engaged in dickering with the second with four. Warner Bros. 
Dept. of Justice, was on hand to/|holds top spot on Techni films to 
answer questions. The first-day be released, with eight waiting the 
huddle lasted about 90 minutes,| gun. Of the 10 pix in production, 
starting late in the afternoon. An- | Metro has four, while the company 
other meeting is planned for to+| also leads in films-in-preparation 
morrow (Wed.), -after which the| with another quartet. 


confab is slated to end. P ; 
Enchantment’ Contest 


Under pressure to avoid adverse | 
Boston, Jan. 18. 


caused by the 
wood all-industry meet, the presi-| Goldwyn Productions is offering 
dents may yet plunk for that con- |@ seven-day trip to London with all 
of these meet- |€xpenses paid as prize in a limerick 
gs, it’s understood. Whether the |contest being run by the Boston 
|subject has yet been presented is | Post. Tie-in is with the producer's 





} not known, but it is thought likely | “Enchantment,” filmed in London. 


to be the last proposition slated Trip is billed as to “The City of 
| Enchantment.” 


for the agenda. ’ bas he 
| In response to pointed ques-| Goldwyn’s end of the prize pack- 
tions by the press, which noted |48¢ is understood to be costing him 
\that American films in Miami have |Under $1,000, with the newspaper 
‘only performed tepidly, while for-|Contributing $400 in “spending 
eign pix such as “Red Shoes” and|Money” to the winner. Lynn Far- 
“Hamlet” are going strong, Johns- |0l, Goldwyn pub-ad chief, report- 
ton insisted that “the product will |¢dly is studying method of apply- 
get better and that will bring the |ing same gimmick in other key 
|people in.” He naméd_ several cities. 

films, including Metro’s ‘Words’ 
;and Music” and Walter Wanger’s | 
\“Joan of Arc,” as illustrations. 





clicks, also has scheduled “Pride 
of the Yankees,” to which pro- 
ducer Samuel Goldwyn has turned 
over full rights to the prez of his . 
company, James A. Mulvey.. RKO/| consumed over video on a whole- 
also plans to reissue “Dumbo” and Sale basis, it is believed that 
“Saludos Amigos,” both from the | shelves will be low when reissues 
Walt Disney studios, as a twin are required to fatten the supply 
package this summer. of new pix. 

United Artists’ indie producers! Exhib promoters are convinced 
plan to turn out their own reissues that the outfit, once given its in- 
in 1949, with Hunt Stromberg itial push, can be both self-sus- 
scheduling “Lady of Burlesque” | taiming and a source of profit to its 
and Lester Cowan grooving “Story | backers. With a number of large 
of GI Joe.” Universal will have Circuits interested, outfit would 
an indeterminate number of oldies have an assured outlet for its 


released through Realart, indie Stockpile. ; 
distributor. | Interest among exhibs in re- 


Exhib Company 


Continued from page 5 














ie i . : 
en pn d Y — poe — | Attending the meeting are Nich- 
changes on its own initiative if | clas ae is Schenck; Barney 
new conditions warrant them. oe eis! and Freeman for 

Paramount; Ned Depinet, RKO; 


|__ Affidavit of Oscar Hammerstein Major AMibert Warner and Sam 





II, ASCAP veepee, was submitted Schneider, Warner Bros.; Nate 
against the motion. He noted that | Blumberg, Universal: and Jack | 
|before the decree was inked,|Cohn, Columbia. Johnston and_ 


board members were appointed, Joyce O’Hara. his ai 
but now, in accordance with Gov- | han 6 F eget 


by the members. | All toppers except the Schencks | 


and Major Warner are stopping at | 
| Judge Leibell’s decision had the Roney-Plaza. 
/ruled ASCAP’s collection of li-| Regarding the possibility of an. 
| cense fees employed techniques all-industry meeting on the Coast. | 
which violated the anti-trust laws. both National Allied and the 
Case, brought by circuit operator Theatre Owners of America have 
Harry Brandt and 165 other ex- been advised by an official of the 








State Dept. 


Continued from page 3 z=—aa= 


Acheson-Marshall switch was ‘an- 
nounced. MPAA was preparing to 
make its holler when the change 
took place and it is now being held 
up until the personnel situation is 
clarified. Arnall’s followup to his 
original appeal is likewise being 
delayed. 

Canadian situation only de- 
veloped in the past week, so neith- 
er SIMPP nor MPAA has broached 
the subject to the State Dept. as 
yet. Both are undoubtedly plan- 
ning to do so, however. 

Incidentally, force of SIMPP’s 
oft-repeated argument that the in- 











issues has been whetted by recent 
| H’wood Myth 








Continued from page 3 


shot, only 150 feet was trimmed 

following sneak screenings.” 
Brecher discounts the dirges 

over indie film-making. “In spite 


of all the trouble and crying, there | 


still is a great opportunity for in- 


dependents if they can guarantee. 


a solid story, low costs and no 


waste,” he said. “If a producer has | 


that package, I don’t believe the 
banks will turn him down.” 

His deal with Universal is prob- 
ably the sort that other indies must 
offer if they want to continue pro- 
duction, Brecher stated. Brecher 
supplied the story property and 
handled the scripting, producing 
and directing. His salary is defer- 
red until U recoups the entire sum 
advanced by it for costs. Film cost 
well under $1,000,000. 

“Riley,” which is patterned after 


the radio series of the same title|and exhibitor, 


(sponsored by Procter & Gamble), 
has its world preem in Cincinnati 


March 4. U has slotted the pic into }your business common property.” | 


100 day-and-dates in the sector im- 
mediately after. Brecher will stay 
with the film for some time, travel- 
Jing about the country to study 
audience reactions before planning 
another film. 


b.o. performances of the oldies. 


hibs, is now on appeal. 


{ Several of these films have turned | - 


| in handsome profits in the past two 
| Seasons. It is believed that the 


| reissues will continue to be a 
| Steady source of revenue if han- 
dled carefully and released at! 
the proper times, 


| 
Indiana Assn. 


Continued from page 17 





the contract.” Film salesmen th 
allegedly convince the exhibitor to 
Sign the pact and “equalize” it 
when the b.o. statement is sent in. 
Warning exhibs to report all 
such conniving immediately and in 
detail, ATOI launched into an at- 
tack against “forced” percentage 
‘contracts. Bulletin § stated 
deals are unsound because “they 
discourage showmanship, often re- 
sult in wasted playing time, create 
friction between the distributor 
waste money in 
checking and added office expenses 
and make confidential facts about 


Association warned exhibs playing 
percentage pix by choice to demand 
terms at the outset that would in- 
sure a reasonable profit and then 
to “give an accurate report to the 
last penny.” 
















Einfeld 


Continued from page 3 








jis payment for three-month serv- 
‘ices as consultant, which end Feb. 
1, when he takes over full-time. 
Less the sum of $39,000, which 
is being deducted 


weekly plus $500 weekly expense, 
account, In addition, 20th has 
agreed to pay traveling expenses! 
during his employment. 
| Pact runs for two years, and) 


such there’s a clause that provides “it | 4; 


is also within our contemplation 
that, on or shortly after Aug. 1, 
1950, you ‘Einfeld) will have dis- 
cussions with us concerning | 
whether or not we ean arrive at) 
mutually satisfactory terms and_ 
conditions for an extension.” 


Deal calls for Einfeld headquar- | 
tering in N. Y. All expenses in-| 
curred “reasonably and necessari-. 
ly” in connection with his moving 
from the Coast, including ship- 
ments of furnituré, will be footed 
| by 20th under terms of his deal. 


| members was intended to prime 


MPAA that the top brass will 
mull the subject. Both organiza- 
tions were invited to send reps 
|to the called-off Coast shindig. 
nih it - said in some exhib 
| quarters that the meeting was axed lanning 
because company toppers feared = nie dnabine Ga ad the Depts 
| it would backfire when exhib lead- representatives abroad. This may 
ers aired their gripes. . be facilitated by Acheson's acces: 

The presidents, MPAA spokes- | gion to the Secretaryship, since 
man has told exhib heads, want to, WpAA prexy Eric Johnston is said 
avoid that impression. Hence, the 'to be much more friendly with him 


dustry’s battles with foreign na- 
tions should be carried on by the 
State Dept. rather than by reps 
of the film companies themsélves 
is apparently having its influence 





pro-rata from Coast meeting still remains a pos- | th ; : il or Un- 
\first-year payments, new 20th exec sibility. In this regard, MPAA has | demenetnes Wet erent 
is béing given a salary of $2,000 been advised by exhib leaders that 


dersecretary Robert Lovett. 
How closely SIMPP and MPAA 


the theatre groups have gone to will cooperate in the foreign fiel 


considerable trouble in polling| only ti ents wi 
member sentiment on industry tell. a her oe how far 
problems. This canvassing of | Johnston will go along with Arn 
all’s demands on the State Dept. 
exhib reps for the Coast confab. | Arnall wants to make full use of 
On this score, the TOA ques-|the Government reps in foreiéa 
onnaire resulted in a consensus | countries in filing protests and 
that the chief present difficulty in | negotiating agreements. He wants 
the industry lay in the quality of| MPAA and SIMPP execs to sit a 
films during the last year. Most/the side of the State Dept. reps 
of these were turkeys, TOA has/ as advisers, not vice versa. 
been told by the answers to its does not want the State Dept. 
poll. “Give us good pictures and | merely. to introduce the parties 
we'll make them go,” was the gen-| and then walk off. He maintains 
eral theme. ‘that such action in Brazil is # 
_ Allied on its part found the sen- | least partially responsible for 
timent strong against. crime, 
and costumers. 
the main, had no specific beef) renment there by Gera 
against crime or sex though they | MPAA’s former international 
did lambast costumers, | partment boss. 





sex | much-maligned agreement that was 


TOA members, in recently worked out with a fd 
C ’ ’ 
de- 
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TRADE SHOW 
JANUARY 24 


ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 N. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. N.W. + 2:30 P.M. 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M. 

















BE PREPARED 
To FALLIN LOVE 


- " . 
stamina te tate iad on ano se): aed 
— —— ~ _ 


—EE 
= ’ 
e omelets - 
oo : 
I iniseniogsceethsedl sal el coneorenscomeateensneons-nan ct-o-ssctnoinhousSnOLAasaanS 






























BUFFALO 
Paramount Screening Room 
464 Franklin St. + 2:00 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE F 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
| 308 S. Church St. + 10:00 A.M. 
) CHICAGO 
Warner Screening Room ' ; 
, 1307 So. Wabash Ave, + 1:30 P.M. bie 
: CINCINNATI i 
RKO Palace Th. Screening Room i 
j Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th + 8:00 P.M, ae 
| CLEVELAND a 
: Warner Screening Room q 
t 2300 Payne Ave. + 2:00 P.M. ab 
r DALLAS li 
i LA / 20th Century-Fox Screening Room q 
; eas eae i - _ —_— _ -~ 1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. i 
; DENVER a 
0 Paramount Screening Room Pa 
. 2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M. LJ 
: DES MOINES ae 
n 20th Century-Fox Screening Room ae 
1300 High St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 
Film Exchange Building 
2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M, wf 
ig INDIANAPOLIS 
a Universal Screening Room ! 
a "7 Wo. Minois St. + 1:00 P.M tt 
‘7 KANSAS CITY / 
yn. 20th Century-Fox Screening Room i i 
of 1720 Wyandotte St. + 7:30 P.M. 
ke LOS ANGELES y 
im Warner Screening Room ¥ i 
er 2025 S. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M. |? 
ng MEMPHIS iis 
ot 20th Century-Fox Screening Room aiid 
= 151 Vance Ave. + 10:00 A.M. fl 
ey MILWAUKEE j 
Warner Theatre Screening Room 
- 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. * 2:00 P.M. a 
MINNEAPOLIS 5a 
Warner Screening Room 4 
| 1000 Currie Ave. » 2:00 P.M. 1) 
a NEW HAVEN mit 
to | Warner Theatre Projection Room 1 Bh 
ge | 70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. a || 
~ NEW ORLEANS a 
nis 20th Century-Fox Screening Room i i | 
ng 200 S. Liberty St. + 8:00 P.M. ia 
NEW YORK mi) 
“4 Home Office ie ii 
aa 321 W. 44th St...» 2:30 P.M. | 
as OKLAHOMA f 
ane 20th Century-Fox Screening Room : I 
P's 10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M: ry 
in- OMAHA 
nae 20th Century-Fox Screening Room a 
the 1502 Davenport St. « 10:00 A.M. | 
ves 4 - a | PHILADELPHIA ta 
= se — 3 ae aes rials 5, Se ee Warner Screening Room “TF 
ing " <r 230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. Pe i} 
se . . PITTSBURGH fe |) 
a4 ts that kiss-ter ical sta ash with 20th Century-Fox Screening Room fe { 
nee) ying [ay ge sm reen 1715 Blvd. of Allies © 1:30 P.M, Af 
aid ° , lo g u h Cc PORTLAND ie iii 
nim all its g ter on the S | Jewel Box Screening Room AS Hf ! 
oa sani ceieiiianaiial | | : 1947 N.W. Kearney St. » 2:00 P.M. i 
AA a : : SALT LAKE : | 
ield ‘ | acd 20th Century-Fox Screening Room ik 
will | STARRING 216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M. i | 
ne SAN FRANCISCO fet) | 
ept. ® Paramount Screening Room ae 
of ¢ 205 Goldén Gate Ave. » 1:30 P.M. aa 
and SEATTLE i Lif 
ants Jewel Box Screening Room c a 
i: + 


= IAYNEMORRIS-VIRGINIA FELD axni#ing PATRICIA NEAL esx. 


) 
| a ' directed by TERRY. WALD War are bide s - } ' 
13th W. > 10: - 
eo DAV | D B U TLE R Screen Play by Phoebe and Henry Ephron * From the Hit Stage Play by NORMAN KRASNA J E R R } | 
de- | 
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Picture Grosses 











| ’s fine | 
‘Married’ Tops Field In {Sis'000, “St est® 
L’ville, Big at $16,000; “ophree " Musketeers” (M-G) (4th 


wk). Okay $8,000 after last week’s 


‘Countess’ Moderate 66 ages Page (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 


Lousville, Jan. 18. “Angel on Amazon” (Rep). Light 
Rialto is outrunning the field $10,000. Last week, “Scott of Ant- 


this week by several lengths, 
“Every Girl Should Be gy «he cused’ (Par) 
i i Ss - 1r¢ y ‘ y zs ~ r ” 
pulling in Customers van From week, “When Baby Smiles” (20th) 
Colorado” and Strand with “Coe yy aie af ey shah... 
just ining a wae “Snake Pit” (20th) (2d wk). Lusty 
Estimates for This Week $6,000 after last week’s capacity 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; $8,500. ' 
45-65)—“‘Paleface” (Par) (m.o.) Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 36-66)— 


Sali - thi reek down- “Mexican Hayride” (U) (2d wk). 
Solid $5,000 for third week do Satisfactory $7,500 after last week’s 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 36-66)—“Ac- 


town. Last week, “Trail of Vigil- | >a"! 

antes” (FC) and “Badlands of big $11,000. a 

Dakota” (FC) (reissues), $4,500. _, Victoria \ L ,<0U; ~ —_ 
Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 30-40) | “Last Days Pompeii” (RKO) and 

—“When Baby Smiles” (20th) and | “She” (RKO) (reissues) (2d wk). 


“Return of October” (Col). Bright Good $4,000 after last week’s fine 
$3,500. Last week, “Tatlock’s Mil- $5,500. 


oof a “Johnny Belinda” | . 
(WB), $3, . 
‘Godfathers’ Great 226, 
Best Prov. Bet; ‘Blood’ 








Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.200; 
45-65)—“Christopher Blake” (WB). 
Mild $3,000. Last week “One Sun- 
day Afternoon” (WB) (2d wk) oke | 


National (Standard) a B 45- Rich 156, ‘Sky’ 14G, Id 
Til Romer” (WA) Gees re-| Providence, Jan. 18. 


views on “Urubu” but panning for)  State’s “3 Godfathers” is topper 


“ sevelt.”. Thin $5,000. Last; this round. Majestic’s 
gaa. “Aameie Secrets” (FC) and) Sky” looks nice in second week. 


Lionel Hampton orch heading| ‘Kiss Blood” at Albee shapes 
staveshow, solid $18,000. | hefty. 

Rialto (FA) (3,000; 45-65)— Estimates for This Week 
“Every Girl Married’ (RKO) and Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65)— 
“Smart Women” (RKO). Getting | “Kiss Blood Off Hands” (U) and 


call this week, with Cary Grant | “Sons of Adventure” (Rep). Hefty 


strong marquee lure. Sturdy oe $15,000 or better. Last 
“Pale- 


000 or more. Last week, “Every Girl Married” (RKO) and 

face” (Par) (2d wk), strong $14.000. | “Indian Agent” (RKO) (3d wk), 
Strand (FA) Pa a cea nifty $12,500. 

“Countess Monte Cristo” (U) an Carlton (Fay) ( . 

oan . eS i J y 1,400; 44-65)— 

“Shed No Tears oie eee “Belle Starr’s Daughter” (20th) 

$6.000. Last week, — ~.,and “Inner Sanctum” (FC). Fairly 


Stampede” (EL) and “In This Cor- 


ner” (EL), fine $7,500 good $5,500. Last week, ‘One Sun- 


day Afternoon” (WB) and “In This 





' | Corner” (EL) (2d run), $5,000. 
. Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—| 
Gotta Stay’ Happy 12G, | Favs Fay? 1.400; 44-65)— 


show. Attractive $7,000. 
week, “Pin-Up Girl” 
sue) and vaude, good $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) 


Seattle; ‘Pit’ Hot 166 


Seattle, Jan. 18. 

Break in cold snap is helping 
biz here this week. Electric cur- 
rent shortage is imposing volun- 
tary brownout. “Snake Pit,” 
“Gotta Stay Happy” and “Yellow 
Sky” shape as best bets. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘H-E) (800; 50-84)— 
“Return of October” (Col) and 
“Homicide for Three” (Rep) (m.o.). 
Nice $3,500. Last week, ‘“‘Wonder- 
ful Urge” (20th) and “Parole, Inc.” 
(EL) (3d wk), $2,800. | 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 50-84)— 
“Dear Secretary” (UA) and “Inner 
Sanctum” (FC). Okay $8,000. 


Preferred” (20th) (2d wk). 
nice $14,000. First 
$20,000. 


Stars On Parade on stage. Fairish 
$8,500. Last week, 


| issues), fair $7,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 
“Three Godfathers’ (M-G) 


“ : ” «qziq_ | $22,000 or over. Last week, “Words 
Paradine Case” (SRO) and “Kid and Music” (M-G) (2d wk), nifty 


napped” (Mono) (2d wk), $6,400 in $15,000 


days. 
' Liberty (Ind) (1,650: 50-84)--| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 


“Paleface” (Par), -(4th wk). Still =“Dark Past’ (Col) and “Jungle 
rolling at good $8,000 after land- Jim” (Col). Started Monday (17). 
ing $9.000 last week. _Last week, “Paleface” (Par) and 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84)— “Ladies of Chorus” (Col) (3d wk), 


“Paradine Case” (SRO) and “Kid- | bi $13,000. 
napped” (Mono) (m.o.). | 
$3.000. Last week, “One Sun. | ‘ ’ 
Afternoon” (WB) and “Secret in. Busse Boosts Letter 
vestigation” (Rep), (2d wk), $2,800 
in 6 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84) | 
—‘‘Words and Music” (M-G) and |! Omaha, Jan. 18. 
“Guns of Hate” (RKO) (3d wk).; Despite bad weather here, “Red 
Fair $4.500 in 5 days. Last week, River” is headed for a smash 
good $7,300. |; Paramount session, “Letter from 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— An Unknown Woman,” paced by 
“Stav Happy” (U) and 
Agent” (RKO). Big $12,000 or Sisters onstage shapes terrific at 
near. - Last week, “Countess Monte Orpheum. Biz not bad generally 
Cristo” (U) and “Dynamite” (Par), in face of blustery weather. 


moderate $7,000. | Estimates for This Week 
(3,039; 50-84) | 





Paramount (H-E) : , 
—“Yellow Sky” (20th) and ‘Jungle | gsy "Pheu, (rristates) (3,000; 16- 
Patrol” (20th). Strong $16,000 or woman” (U) and Henry Busse 


over. Last week, ‘Rogues’ Regi- 


ment” (UP and “Blondie’s Secret” oreh, Dinning Sisters heading 


(Col) (2d wk), 5 days, okay $4,800. | {88° show. Smash $23,000. | Last 
84. Snake Pie” an) ea Oo | “Gallant Bess” (EL), okay $10,800. 
“ | Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 


haftan Angel” (Col). Great $16,-' : _ 
000 or close. Last e k, “a tur 65)\—*‘Red River (UA). Sock $15,- 
bea Return 000. Last week, ‘Words and 


of October” (Col) and “Homicide , 
for Three” (Rep), $10.000. Music” (M-G) (2d wk), fine $9,300. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 


3 |—“Time of Life” (UA). Fi 
‘Accased’ $12,000 Top "$9,000 looms. — Last mhe 


$9,000 looms. Last week, “The 
¥ . m Paleface” (Par) (m.o.), $9,800. 
New Film in Toronto : 
Toronto, Jan. 18. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Rose Washington Square” (20th) 

With only two newcomers in this 
week, main stem key spots are still 


(reissue) and “That’s My Boy” (In- 
die). Good $4,500 or near. Last 

garnering the most coin via hold- 

overs. “Accused” looks best new 


week, “One Sunday 
(WB) (2d wk), fast $3,400. 
film, okay at Shea’s. 
Estimates for This Week 





Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Blood on Moon” (RKO) “Ladies 


Hyland (Rank) (1,354; $1-$1.50) of Chorus” (Col) (2d wk) split with 
—“Hamlet” (U) (9th wk). Still hold-; “Who Done It” (U) and “In the 
ing at fine $8,500 after previous Navy” ‘U) (reissues) over average 
week’s $9,000. $8.500. Last week, “Blood on 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 36-66)— Moon” (RKO) and “Ladies of 
“Paleface” (Par) (4th wk). Good Chorus” (Col), great $8,800, 


arctic” (EL) (2d wk), okay $11,000. | 
Okay $12,000. Last | 


“Yellow | 


week, | 


and Bobby Jordan heading stage- 
Last | 
(20th) (reis- 


(2,200; 44-65)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th) and “Troubled 
Very 
week won) 
| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44-, “peije 
65)—“Girl from Manhattan” (UA) 

with Horace Heidt and his New 


“Phantom of 
Opera” (U) and “Ali Baba” (U) (re- | 


Terrif $23,000, Omaha 


“Indian |Henry Busse Band and Dinning | 


Afternoon” | 


Pit’ Powerful $18,000, | 


| Cincy; ‘Happy’ Hep 136 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. | 
| Four sturdy new bills are perk- 
ing downtown biz this week. Stand- | 


out are “Snake Pit,” “Yellow Sky” | 








MPEA 


Continued from page 6 =—— 


in Japan) will be contacted to de- 
termine their attitude. 

A number of companies are 
anxious tc give up the joint selling 


| COAST EXHIBS SET 


9006 ‘DIMES’ COAL 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18 
Southern California exhibitors 
‘set a goal of $500,000, to be raised 
through audience collections in 650 
theatres, for the March of Dimes 


and “Gotta Stay Happy.” “One| py MPEA and establish their own ; Campaign. 


Sunday Afternoon” shapes okay. | 
| Estimates for This Week | 
| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“Yellow Sky” (20th). Bright $16,-| 
000. Last week, “Angel on Ama-| 
zon” (Rep) plus Sammy Kaye orch | 
on stage, swingy $25,000 at 64-94c | 
seale. | 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75) — 
“Snake Pit” (20th). Topping the| 
town at wham $18,000. Last week, 
“Paleface” (Par) (3d wk), rosy $9,- 
000. | 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)—| 
“Words and Music” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Sugary $10,000 after hotsy $14,000 
second stanza. 

Guild (Indie) (278; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Hamlet” (U) (4th wk). Solid $6,- 
500 on heels of near-capacity $7,- 
000 last week. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
“Gotta Stay Happy” (U). Torrid 
$13,000 and holds. Last week, 
“Countess Monte Cristo” (U), $8,-| 
000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 
“One Sunday Afternoon” (WB). 
Oke $11,000. Last week, “Every 
Girl Married” (RKO) (2d wk), big 
| $9,500 in five days. 


55-75)— 





‘Colorado’ Okay $12,500, 
|  Port.; ‘Years’ Nice 9G 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 18. 
| Downtown boxoffice receipts are | 
| still holding up this week despite 
freezing weather and hazardous, 
driving conditions. “Man From 
Colorado” is faring well at Or- 
iental and Paramount. “Best Years” 
at popular prices is okay at May- 
fair. “Paleface” is the ace holdover, 
with ‘Words and Music”’ also hold- 
ing up well. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—‘June Bride” (WB) and “Texas, 


Brooklyn” (UA) (2d wk). Good 
$7.500. Last week, sock $13,400. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85) 


—‘‘Best Years” (RKO) and “Blon- 
die’s Secret” (Col). First time at 
pop scale for former. Nice $9,000. 
Last week, “Song Is Born” (RKO) 
and “Money Madness” (Indie) (6 
| days) (2d wk), $5,000. 
' “Wonderful Urge” (20th) 
Starr’s Daughter’ 
(m.o.). Okay $2,700. 
|“Unfaithfully Yours’ (20th) and 
“Sealed Verdict” (Par) (2d wk) 
(m.o.), fair $1,700. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85) — 
'“Man From Colorado” (Col) and 


and 
(Col) 
Last week, 


|hattan Angel” (Col) (5 days), hot 
$10,400. 


Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 50-85) — | 


“Paleface” (Par) and “Manhattan 
Angel” (Col) (2d wk). Sock $10,500. 
| Last week, scorching $16,500. 

. Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
‘Man From Colorado” (Col) and 
| “Fighting Back” (20th), also Or- 

‘iental. Excellent $7,500. Last 
| week, “Wonderful Urge” (20th) and 
|“Hollow Triumph” (EL) (5 days) 

(2d wk). fair $6,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
me cgtiad yy Ry Music” (M-G) (3d 
Ww Soli 000. Last w i 
30006. ast week, Fine 

Guild (Parker) (427: $1.80-$2.40) 
sotant, (U) (3d wk). About 
, 39.900. Last week, ne i 
at $10,000 ar Capacity 





WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
Phenomenal $6,500 for 13th week 
down town after better than ex- 
| pected $6,000 for initial week. 

Little (Lopert) (287; $1.20-$2.40) 
—"Hamlet” (U) (13th wk). Near 
Capacity $5,500 after smash $5,000 
| last week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 
—‘‘Untamed Breed” (Col). 
$9,000 in 6 days. Last week. “One 
Sunday Afternoon” (WB) (2d run), 
| fairish $6,000. 


Playhouse ‘Lopert) (432: 50-85 | 


“Louisiana Story” (Indie) (2d wk). 
This documentary at smash $6,500 
after $6,000 opener. 
National ‘Heiman) (1,600: 60- 
$1.20/—‘Mourning Becomes Elec- 
tra” (RKO). Brisk $11,000. Last 
week, “Blanche Fury” (EL) (2d 
wk), so-so $4,500. 
(2.154; 44-74)— 


Warner (WB) 
'““Whiplash” (WB). Sturdy $14,000 
in 5 days. Last week (“Don Juan” 
(WB) (2d wk), $13,000. 

Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (650: 44-80)— 
_ “Enchantment” (RKO) (4th wk). | 
Extra midnight shows and con- 
tinued interest boosting to sock) 
$12,000 after strong $11,000 last 
| week, 


4 ) ’ ; 


|saving measure 
\tries (and even in the U. S.) has} 
been broached numerous times pre- 
‘viously, but there never has been 


Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— | 


sales organizations. This means 
eliminating the pooling of income 
and divvying receipts on basis of 
the previous year’s U. S. earnings. 
One of the principal reasons why 
some of the majors desire to end 
the MPEA is that the indie pro- 
ducers won’t go along with the or- 
ganization. Indies, it is feared, will 
sell around them and gain advan- 
tages, as well as push down prices 
and flood the countries with pic- 
tures. 

At a previous meeting last month 
MPEA board voted to continue its 
joint operation in the seven Iron 
Curtain countries—Russia, 


vakia, Yugoslavia and Poland. 
Three-year licenses given by the 
companies to the MPEA to handle 
their product expire in all terri- 
tories between about May and Au- 
gust of this year. 

Idea of maintaining the form of 
the MPEA as a service unit to han- 
dle product even if the joint sell- 
ing and pooling of income is given 
up is not new. Possibility of a 
joint physical operation as a coin- 
in foreign coun- 


any ready-made setup such as there 


| would be in this case. 


One of the possibilities discussed 
for the occupied areas is that two 
separate joint operations of four 
or five companies each be set up. 
This was suggested as a solution 
to the squawk that 10 companies 
operating through the same agency 


might make it too big and unwieldy | 


for maximum efficiency, although 
it has been working out satisfac- 
tofily in Holland. 


John G. McCarthy, managing 


director of the international divi- 


sion of the Motion Picture Assn. 


of America, was elected a v.p. of 
session. 
Eric Johnston, prexy of the MPAA 
and MPEA, was on hand for the 
meeting, which was chairmanned 
by Francis S. Harmon, v.p. of the 


the MPEA at Monday’s 


Sister organizations. 














Italian Industry 


Continued from page 4 = 


“Open City” and “Paisan” did well 
| practically everywhere they were 











44-65)— | “Fighting Back” (20th), day-date released in the world, but paradoxi- 
and | with Paramount. Fine $5,000. Last Cally Italian pictures aren’t partic- 
“Piccadilly Incident” (M-G). Socko week, “Paleface” (Par) and “Man- ularly successful in Italy. 


| Rossellini ascribed the reason to 
‘the fact that native product géner- 
ally deals with social and everyday 
problems that are too close to the 
/public’s existence. The home mar- 
|ket is. more interested in escapist 
fare. He stated that it’s impossible 
to regain production costs from do- 
‘mestic distribution alone, hence an 
eye must be constantly cocked on 
world trade. There are cheap films 
especially made for local release, 
he said, but these are unsuitable 
for export. 


Touching on a proposed dubbing | 
tax on foreign film imports, Ros- | 
sellini said he was skeptical of its | 


value as an aid to native produc- 
ition. He conceded that 
from the projected impost may 
help, but felt.that it wouldn't aid 
quality pictures since 
would go to those who make the 
worst films.” In his stay of a few 
weeks in the U. S., the producer- 
director also will discuss a possible 
film project with Ingrid Bergman. 
In association with his American 
partner, Ilya Lopert (who acted as 
Interpreter at the interview), the 


of an English-speaking girl d. P., 
who falls in love with an Italian. 
Upon his return to Rome, Ros- 
sellini is scheduled to finish “The 
Spirit of Rome,” an Anna Magnani 
starrer which he’s directing for 
producer Joseph Baratola. Produc- 
tion was interrupted by the recent 
flu epidemic in Italy. Picture is an 
outside commitment which he 
made before joining Lopert. Italian 
film topper has no plans for U. S. 
production, but if he finds a “sub- 
ject that excites him” he may do 
it. He'll also visit the Coast. Stay 
in N. Y. is primarily to receive the 
N. Y. film critics’ award Friday 
(21) for the best foreign pic (“Pai- 


san”) and as the best foreign di-| 
|rector. 


eye be j rit qy : a | 


Bulga- | 
ria, Rumania, Hungary, Czechoslo- | 


revenue | 


“money | 


| Goal was pledged by Charles Pp 
Skouras at a luncheon for Basjj 
O'Connor, chief of the National 
|Foundation for Infantile Paralysis 
Due to the dire need for help, the 
major theatre circuits are holding 
audience collections for the first 
time in three years. 


- . 
| Tail-End Selling 
| Continued from page 5 _———k, 
ments of “Jennie,” which he’)] put 
into release shortly. 
Bookers on Notice 

Evidence ot his desire for flexi. 
bility is the fact that he put the 
bookers in his offices around the 
country on notice. They were not 
fired, along with the sales staff, 
recently, but given warning that 
the axe mighi fall. Remaining sales 
_execs could handle limited book- 
ing, while the Clark Film Distrib- 
,utors organization will continue 
physical distribution. EL, inciden- 
tally, has picked up a few former 
|SRO staffers, but not under any 
|overalil agreement with Selznick. 


Selznick is getting an advance 
of $500,000 from EL on rentals 
of the nine reissues. Sum is being 
put up by First National Bank of 
Boston, whose v.p., Serge Seme- 
nenko, sat in the EL-DOS negotia- 
tions. Bostor banker has already 
advanced well over $10,000,000 to 
| EL, and ‘the new move is aimed 
at strengthening the bank’s posi- 
tion. 

While the $500,000 advance will 
materially aid Selznick’s current 
cash situation, he is known to be 
in very good overall! financial 
shape. He has about $5,000,000 in 
|notes outstanding at the Bankers 
| Trust Co., N. Y., but the bank con- 

these well covered, since 











| siders 
his RKO package deals and the 
negatives of all his productions 
from “Since You Went Away” 
serve as collateral. These are 
“SYWA,” “I'll Be Seeing You,” 
|“Spellbound,” “Paradine Case.” 
| “Duel in the Sun” and “Jennie.” 
| That means that better than half 


|the income from the EL deal is on — 


| pix pledged to the bank. 

| Selznick’s reported deal over the 
| weekend with Warner Bros. to sell 
‘that studio his entire contract list 
'of actors was quickly denied. It is 
/one of several dickers he has been 
{in—with Metro and Paramount, as 
| well as WB—to add ready cash by 
,farming out as much of his stable 
/as possible, since he has no pro- 
duction plans himself at the mo- 
ment. Loanout of players—mean- 
‘time building their value through 
| very careful choice of films and 
‘roles under the deals—has proved 
one of the most lucrative of Selz- 
'nick’s activities over a period of 
| years. 

| Sidney Deneau, SRO sales chief, 
‘and Leonard Case, Selznick’s finan- 
cial officer in New York, planed 
to the Coast Sunday (16) with Wil- 
liam Heineman, EL v.p., in charge 
of distribution, to confab with Selz 
nick on EL handling of the re 
issues. In addition to those men 
‘tioned above, the list includes “Re- 
becca,” “Intermezzo,” “Prisoner © 
Zenda,” “Garden of Allah,” “Ad- 
ventures of Tom Sawyer” and 
Bill of Divorcement.” 


———— 


RKO Partnerships 


Continued from page 6 —=— 


{ terest in 90 of the houses and 8 











44-74) duo would make a romantic picture 25% cut in 22 others. 
Fine in Italy based upon the experiences | 


Coast Takeover 


| Huddles between Rodney Pat 
‘tages, exec in the Pantages circult, 
‘and RKO biggies in N. Y. this week 
have resulted in an agreement tha 
'RKO will take over operation ° 
the Hiilstreet theatre, Los Angeles. 
| Pantages theatre, pooled with the 
Hillstreet, will be returned ‘0 
| Pantages, date and manner stil 
being ironed out. 

RKO consent decree provides 
‘that the new theatre company ¢an 
‘acquire a maximum of 30 partner 
ship houses by picking up the “ 
| Side holdings. Company has nes 
yet determined whether its acu! 
| sitions will hit the decree ceiling. 
|Understood that will depend 08 
the outcome of current negotla 
tions. 
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Clips from Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Winners of the December, 1948,| a} 


and Sam _ Torgan, 


RKO Showmanship Awards 


Winston, 


N. .¥, 
manager RKO Keith’s, Lowell 


. Since receiving the honor 
a has been switched to 


manager of 
rf 


’| Eagle Lion sales staff. 
’| office now operating under super- 





5 a te i tn in i 


| definite leave of absence because 
|of his health. 

Glaubinger, who resigned 
RKO sales staff here, joined 

Eagle Lion exchange in Cleveland. 
| Jim Velde, until recently man- 
|ager of SRO exchange, joined 
Selznick 
| vision of 


district headquarters 


Chicago as RKO city manager! with skeleton staff of one sales- 


there. 

Advance guard of a si 
homeoffice contingent that will con- 
vene on the Coast for Metro's pre- 


view of new product will be Wil-| 


liam . Ornstein, trade contact and 
sales-pub liaison, and M. L. Simons, 
assistant to Henderson M. Richey. 


Both Simons and Ornstein shove | 


off before the month is up to ar- 
range for the reception of approxi- 
mately 75 h.o. and field execs. Visit- 
ing team will include Arthur M. 
Loew, head of the foreign dept.; 
Howard Dietz, ad-pub veepee; and 
John Murphy, Eugene Picker and 
Ernest Emerling of the theatre 
group. Meets are on the calendar 
for Feb. 6-12. 

Carl Gentzel, Metro field auditor, 
upped to salesman, assigned to the 
Cincinnati exchange. Lou Marks, 
former salesman, has been pro- 
moted to assistant branch manager 
in Detroit. 

Nat Beier, Film Classics Boston 
branch head, moved over to branch 


manager in Philadelphia, replacing | 


Mort Magill, who remains as sales 
manager of Philly branch. 

Al Davis resigned as Philadel- 
phia branch manager of Mono- 
gram. Max Gillis, eastern district 
manager, will supervise district. 


PITTSBURGH 


Wally Allen, 20th-Fox exploita- 
tion rep here and in Buffalo terri- 
tory, let out with dissolution of 
that department by his company. 
Before coming here, Allen worked 
for Schine circuit. 


Ted Tolley, Metro shipper, re-| 


elected president of IATSE Film- 
row Employees. 
Alverne A. Lostetter, Universal 


cashier, named president of Fjlm-_ 


row Employees union. 

Marty Shearn named manager of 
Warner house in Fairmont, W. Va.; 
succeeds Arthur Pearce, on _ in- 


sizeable | 











New York Theatres 














tering INGRID 


BERGMAN 


A VICTOR FLEMING PRODUCTION 
COLOR BY TECHNICOLOR * CAST OF THOUSANDS 


with FERRER « FRANCIS L SULLIVAN +} NAISH » WARD BOND 


+ Gr ector of photagrephy JOSE 
Produced by WALTER WANGER Directed 
erovented by SIERRA PICTURES, inc. + released by RKO RADIO PICTURES 


VICTORIA 


OWAY & 46th 








DAN DAILEY © CELESTE HOLM 
"CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


On Variety Stage—TONY MARTIN 
BEATRICE KRAFT DEAN MURPHY 
On Ice Stage—‘MASQU ERADE” 


f Starring 
ARNOLD SHODA JOAN HYLDOFT 


—ROXY 7th Ave. & 


50th St. 




















a—- RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


Jeanne CRAIN - Linda DARNELL 
Ann SOTHERN 


AETER 10 THREE WIVES” 


ougias - Paul Douglas - Jeffrey Lynn 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





| man, Bob Munn. 

Bernard Randall resigned from 
RKO booking department to go 
into the ladies’ ready-to-wear biz. 

Ladies Theatrical Club, made 
up of wives of Variety Club mem- 
| bers, elected Mrs. Mike Shapiro, 
president. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


North Central Allied member 
theatres again this year will limit 
March of Dimes collections to its 
lobbies and continue its ban on all 
collections inside the theatres 
proper, 
|Northwest Variety club heart hos- 
| pital fund. 





In effort to bolster sagging gros- | 


ses or outdoor competitors, some 
of local neighborhood houses are 


|advertising shows that run three | 


|hours or longer. One house offered 
jthree features—plus three color 
cartoons, a serial chapter and a 
newsreel. 

Earlier availability for indie 
{neighborhood houses here has im- 
| proved their grosses to such an ex- 
tent that exhibs involved are be- 
‘coming reconciled to percentage 
deals and higher film costs. Six 
{such neighborhood houses now 


have 28-day availability in place} 
of a former 56 or 42-day clearance | 


| and are happy despite playing on 
/percentage and paying much higher 
rentals. 

| Glen Straley from the Coast and 
|A. L. MeGlency from _ Dallas 
| joined United Artists sales staff 
' here, filling vacancies. 


Stuart M. Murphy, one-time lo- 
|cal projectionist, is an addition to 
National Screen sales staff, replac- 
|ing Jack Allendar, resigned. 

North Central Allied wants an 
|opinion from Department of Jus- 


| tice as to legality of present action | 
| by some companies in forcing ex- | 


|hibitors in this territory to bid 
| competitively for product in order 


| to obtain it exclusively in a speci- | 


| fied district or for earlier runs. 

Rift among local independent 
exhibs threatens over new clear- 
ance as a result of move by some 
of them now enploying 28-day 
availability to have ceiling placed 
on it. They ask distributors to re- 
strict it to larger deluxe neighbor- 
hood and suburban houses. This 
availability, given exclusively to 
Paramount circuit Uptown before 
consent decree, now is granted to 
six indie neighborhoods and _ su- 
burbans. 

Howard Greenstein, Universal 
salesman, in St. Mary’s hospital for 
major operation. 


ST. LOUIS 


Arnold Amus. Co., East St. Louis, 


Melvin Edel. 
Commonwealth Amus. Co., Kan- 


be closed since the Commonwealth 
owns the Fort Wood, 800-seater in 
same town. 

Jimmy Bradford, Columbia sales- 
man, to hospital for a major opera- 
tion. 

Tom Canavan promoted to sales 
rep in the central district for 
Altec. 

Sam Nieberg, East St. Louis, 
lighted his new Ken, Nameoki, III. 

The Carver, midtown subsequent- 
run house owned by Julius Leven- 
thal and Charles Goldman under- 
going facelifting. 


excepting those for the | ? 


sold the State, Centralia, Ill., to | 


New 500-seater, being construct- | 


razed to make room for a parking 
lot. 

A possibility that members of 
MPTOA of eastern Missouri and 
southern Illinois and the Mid-Cen- 
tral Allied Independent Theatre 
Owners may buy fewer percentage 
|pix this year because their books 
|may be subject to examination of 
‘auditors representing major dis- 
' tributors voiced on film row. Timo- 
'thy E. Benitz, of N. Y. has been in 
| St. Louis supervising auditing op- 
‘erations here. 
| Bernard McCarthy, vet film 
| salesman, is new southern Illinois 
salesman for Republic. 





| CHICAGO 


Essaness Theatres lost lease on 
North Centre house recently when 
when unable to come to new terms 
with the Lincoln-Robey Building 
Corp., owners of 2,500-seater. 
| First quonset shell-type theatre 
|in this’ district, the Rose, opened 
last week in Franklin Park, III. 
| Over $24,000 raised by Film Row 
for the Will Rogers Memorial Fund 
hospital at Saranac, N.Y. 

J. Arthur Rank scouting north- 
side location as showcase for his 


ix. 

Balaban & Katz declared a $3 
|year-end dividend payable Dec. 
| 29. Company paid $6 last year. 
Duke Hickey, MPAA rep, head- 
| quartering here while making mid- 
west theatre survey. 

Arthur Gould, assistant to Jack 
Kirsch, head of Allied Booking, re- 
signed to devote more time to the- 
atre operations. 

Pekin, Ill., 4% theatre tax took 
effect last week. 

William Holden elected Balaban 
& Katz Employees Assn. head. 

Chi federal district court Judge 
Joseph Elward has denied the 
petition of Lou Jacobson to void 
the 99-year leasehold of Essaness’ 
Oriental theatre. 

Mike Godshaw, former United 
Artists salesman, joins Lou Price 
outfit as premium manager. 

Censor board last month made 
cuts in only three films, but four 
pictures received the adult label. 

An injunction against further 
enforcement of Sunday blue laws, 
| which shuttered Zion, Ill. lone film 
fhouse Sunday operation, filed in 

the Lake County circuit court. 
|Sunday film ban went into effect 
Dec. 26. 


DETROIT 


Kenneth Guibard left 
Lion to join General 
Service as shorts booker. 

Wally Mazur replacing Howard 
| Wills as manager of Ace, Wisper 
and Wetsman circuit house. 
| Don Fill, office manager of 

Eagle Lion, leaving to take over 
|as assistant general manager at 
Midwest theatre where he _ will 
| handle bookings of five houses re- 
|cently acquired from Berstein cir- 
| cuit. 
| Allied Theatres of Michigan di- 
irectors elected new officers, 
‘planned a drive for new members 
,and set district meetings. Follow- 
‘ing were elected: Joseph Uvick, 
'Flint, president; Joseph Denniston, 
Monroe, veepee; and Irving Belin- 
sky, Lawson, secretary-treasurer. 

Lloyd C. Rudack leased the Cum- 
C for 10 years to Roy Bommarito 
who will operate the theatre with 
his wife. 

Bill Hart and his brother Leo 
are planning to tie up again with 
Associated News Reel Co. which 


Eagle 
Theatre 





ie TE tae ea on —~ oT |they organized before the war. 
Ghosen, Sedalia, Mo. House wili| 2h & J. circuit’s 420-seat 


| Fox, Grand Rapids, renamed the 
| with emphasis on girl shows (net 
| burlesque) and comedy films. 
| Another J. & J. house, the Alvin, 
| Detroit, will drop films entirely, 
| switching to a “teen-age” show 
| policy, under a subleasing deal 

with WKMH disk jockey Bob Sey- 

mour. House will have a reserved- 
| seat policy, scaled at $1, with new 
| shows weekly. 


| DALLAS 


Cash Wilemon, of Stamford, pur- 


| Fox Follies, featuring vaudeville | 


| 


Spread of Theatres 





| 

Minneapolis. 

| Extent of new drive-in and 
regular theatre construction plus 

| theatre improvement in this ter- 


| ritory is taken as clear-cut indica- 
'tion that exhibitors in this area 


| do not fear television as a threat to | 


| film theatre operation. Drive-in 
theatre activity is going forward on 
a wholesale scale. As more building 
material becomes available regular 
theatre construction also is ex- 
panding at a record-breaking rate 
despite high costs. Two new inde- 
pendent deluxe nabe houses have 
| been launched here this season. If 
council alters its present policy, 
restricting such construction, there 
may be six more theatres built. 


New houses also are planned for. 


| Twin City suburbs. 
| Bennie Berger, head of. North 
|Central Allied, reassuring organi- 
|zation members, expresses the be- 
‘lief that television will be more 
| beneficial than harmful to film the- 
jatre biz via utilization of TV to 
|exploit pictures with trailers. Ber- 
ger is head of Minneapolis Lakers 
|pro basketball team which permits 
‘one game weekly to be televised 
lover KSTP. Despite this, attend- 
|ance at games this season is run- 
| ning far ahead of last year, when 
there was no TV. Some of largest 
crowds have attended 
that were televized. 
Berger believes that when im- 
portant events are televized, film 
|houses will be TV equipped to 
| show them. 
| Some Minn. Exhibs Sell Houses 
| Trend to the drive-in field sees 
,some ‘operators in this territory 
|disposing of their regular houses 
to devote themselves entirely to 
outdoor operations. Ted Mann and 
| Donald Guttman, already active in 
\the drive-in field, are among those 
;selling. Mann sold his Metro, a 
inabe house, to his brother, Mar- 
ivin Mann, and M. L. Grossman. 
|The Mann-Guttman partnership is 
closing a deal for the sale of the 
Durand, Durand, Wis. 


contests 


| 
| 





Negro House In Lex. 
Lexington, Ky. 
The Lyric, new 924-seater, has 
been opened here for exclusive Ne- 
igro trade. George Walston, Jr., is 
house manager. 








New Texas 606-Seater 
Linden, Tex. 

T. L. Richey plans construction 
here of a new 600-seater. Rickey 
owns the Ritz here and Joy in 
|Mount Vernon. 





New 1,000-Seater in New Orleans 
New Orleans. 
The Aereon, new 1,000 seater, 
opened here. Owned by Vernon 
Dupepe, he also is manager. 





Pasadena’s New 750-Seater 
Pasadena. 
Western Theatres opened its new 
750-seat showcase, the Colorado, 
with Terry McDaniel and Jody 
Poynter as operators. Virginia 
Bower, Rose Bowl Queen, film 
names and civic officials .were 
guests at opening. 


New 580-Seater in Texas 
Abernathy, Tex. 
Waters & Reed Co., operators of 
Rita here, announced their new 





|fore the end of year. 


$175,000 Harrisburg, Pa., House 

Harrisburg. 
Plans for constructing 700-seat 
‘nabe house for about $175,000 an- 
|nounced by Mark Rubinsky, Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania circuit exec. He 
already owns Capitol here. 


New 1,000—Seat Texas House 
Kerrville, Tex. 

Hall Industries opened new 

1,000-seat Arcadia Theatre here. 











580-seat house will be opened be- | 


, Drive-Ins Tipoff 


That TV Doesn't Scare Northwest 


-nine-story office and commercial 
| building here. Clarence M. Turley, 
of St. Louis Amus. Co., who will 
manage the new house, said the 
— will cost about $700,- 





Dallas Coronet Opens 
Dallas. 
Alfred Sack opened the Coronet 
here this week. It was formerly 
called the Gay theatre. Foreign pix 
and a few American films will be 
used. 





New Columbus, O., House 


Columbus, O. 
Tenth theatre in the Academy 
Circuit, the Lane, opened recently. 
House is of Colonial design. 





New 1,200-Seater Near Mpls. 


Minneapolis. 

Clem Jaunich, Delano, Minn., 
exhibitor, and Paul Mans and Don 
O’Reilly, local independent circuit 
owners, obtained a license to build 
a 1,200-seat theatre in Crystal, 
Minneapolis suburb. Project will 
cost $750,000. 





Westates’ Deluxer 
Los Angeles. 

Westates Theatres, owned joint- 
ly by Terry McDaniel and Jody 
Poynter, opened their new show- 
case deluxer, the Colorado, in 
Pasadena. Policy calls for first 
runs of American and foreign 
films. 











UA Financing 


Continued from page3 = 














little financing has been available. 

The $5,000,000 Nassour fund re- 
portedly is being advanced by 
Huntington Hartford, heir to the 
A&P stores fortune. Nassours are 
understood to be putting up the 
studio as collateral. Money would 
no doubt be in the form of a re- 
. volving fund, so that the whole 
| $5,000,000 would not be likely to 
be out at one time. 

Grad Sears, UA prexy, presided 
at the session, which was attended 
‘by Chaplin and Miss Pickford; 
Harold Weill, Vitalis Chalif, 
| Charles Schwartz and E. C. Mills, 
who constitute a special committee 
|of the board of directors; Arthur 
W. Kelly, UA exec v.p.; George 
| Bagnall, v.p. in charge of produc- 
_ tion; Harry Muller, controller and 
| assistant secretary; Paul O’Brien, 
‘of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & 
Lawler, company’s counsel; Otis 
T. Bradley, of Davis, Polk, Ward- 
well, Sunderland & Kiendl, attor- 
neys for Miss Pickford, and attor- 
ney Davis Furry. 

Meetings are slated to go on for 
several more days, depending on 
developments, with the New York 
|contingent returning over the 
| weekend. 
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ANATOLE LITVAK + ANATOLE LITVAK & ROBERT BASSLER 7% 


‘RIVOLI 





MIOMIGHT Featual 
miontir 


dalek 





ed in Bunker Hill, Il., for Thomas | chased the Texas at Lueders from 
A. Baker, will replace the Lincoln, | W. W. Davis, who plans to enter a 
350-seater badly damaged by the hospital shortly for an operation. 
tornado last March. R. N. Smith sold his Lantex and 

New Grand Central, first film Ritz at Llano to N. J. Wooten, who 
house in midtown St. Louis, being | has closed the latter house. 
wrecked to make way for parking, Sack Amus. opened its new 
lot. Once headquarters of the;|Coronet. House seats 500 and 
Skouras Bros. when controlling the | policy is arty and foreign pix, 
nearby Missouri theatre, house has | opening with “Barber of Seville,” 
been shuttered for about 15 years. | Italian-made. 

Frank Glenn, Tamaroa, IIL., will | 
light his new 600-car drive-in,| testing that 
south of Mt. Vernon, IIL, 
spring. ‘Some 60 petitioned for interme- 

Benefit performance staged by diate price for 12 to 16-year-olds. 
Dick Wright, manager of Fox Mid- Interstate recently announced a 
west Capitol, Benton, Mo., for John | small boost in admission at Plaza 


the 55c. admission 


Eldridge, whose home was de- and Ellanay. ; 
stroyed by fire recently. James H. Sollack, former man- 
Pirtle Amus. Capitol, McLeans- ager at Uptown, San Antonio nabe 
boro, Ill., relighted after facelift-| house, named manager of down- 
ing. town Prince. 
The New Grand Central, first Leroy Beavers named manager 





house in midtown section, will be of new Coronet here. 


Teen-agers in El Paso are pro-' 


next | price at picture shows is too high. | 








Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 
Service for 


\Replaces old Arcadia which was 
'gutted and the new one built in its’ 
place in about seven months, 


New 500-Seater for St. Loo 

St. Louis. 

A new 500-seater in downtown | 

| business district is planned in con- | 


REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 


from Coast to Coast 
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junction with the face-lifting of a|_ 


HELLO JOE: 


I know the Gremlins in Jan August's piano as 
shown in last week's Variety is a gag. But | still 
don't see how he "plays so much piano." ~ 
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Storm Gathering on BMB Future | 
Despite Another Crisis Weathered 


While on the surface it would¢ 


appear that Broadcast Measure- | 
ment Bureau has weathered an-| 
other crisis, various industry seg-)| 
ments are plenty sore over what's 
been happening. Cries of “politi- 
cal maneuvering” were heard over 
the weekend, with particular re- 
sentment against NAB prexy Jus- 
tin Miller, claiming that Miller ef- 
fected the ouster of John Churchill 
as director of research without 
even first seeing him. 

Some see a plot to put the net- 


works in control of BMB. Mu- 
tual, meanwhile, has already pulled 
out. CBS, while denying it was 


taking a similar move, nonetheless 
is plenty disturbed and it wouldn’t 
surprise many if Columbia did pull 
out 

Some are of the opinion that, 
far from weathering the crisis, ac- 
tually the powers-that-be aren't 
too concerned over preventing the 
eventual scuttling of BMB. 

Coming out of the fog of uncer- 
tainty and secrecy which surround- 
ed the emergency BMB exec com- 
mittee meeting in New York last 
week, on the surface these facts 
took shape: (1) BMB will continue 
(2) its organizational setup will re- 
main more or less intact and (3) the 
second BMB survey of station and 
network audiences will proceed on 
schedule in March. 

Indication of deep-going gripes 
against BMB, however, was re- 
vealed by the resignation of 
Churchill. Churchill’s spot will 
be taken over by Ken Baker, 
research director of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters who’s on a 
loanout to BMB in order to handle 
the audience survey. 

Hugh Feltis, on the hot seat as 
BMB prexy, will remain at his 
post, and will bend his efforts to- 
wards corralling new subscribers 
for the survey to build up the thin 
exchequer. There are currently 
802 subscribers, including the four 
major and several regional nets. 
Exec committee, meanwhile, an- 

nounced that steps were being 
taken to assure ample financing 
for the bureau. Recently, NAB 
prexy Justin Miller was in N. Y. 
to discuss with web toppers the 
matter of raising additional coin 
for BMB operations. 

The audience survey, which has 
been the focal point of criticism, 
will start operations within a cou- 
ple of weeks despite persistent re- 
ports that it would be delayed un- 
til 1950. Some local stations around 
the country have been charging 
the networks with bringing pres- 
sure to bear to delay the survey 
indefinitely because it would al- 
legedly reveal that most of the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Baseball-Conscious 
Indies Want BMB To 
- Delay Study Till May 


A hot fight is developing be- 
tween network and_ unaffiliated 
subscribers to BMB over the sea- 
son in which BMB has selected for 
its audience survey measurements. 
Unaffiliates, many of which carry 
full coverage of the local baseball 
team’s schedule, claim that during 
March they will be at a disadvan- 
tage vis-a-vis the webs on their 
rating averages. 

Since baseball broadcasting is 
now considered as a 30-week pack- 
aged series comparable to the 39- 
week cycle of regular network 
shows, local stations want the BMB 
survey to reflect their increased 





listenership during the season. The | 


month of March, they claim, how- | 
ever, represents the peak month | 
for the webs and the low ebb for 

the non-affiliates If BMB conduct- | 
ed their survey in May, instead of 

March, the indies feel they would 

be getting a better break since it 

would be, at least, the outset of 

the baseball season. 

Arguments against delaying the 
BMB survey beyond March hold 
that it would put off the final pub- 
lication of the reports past the fall | 
buying season of October at which 
time they can be used for selling | 
purposes. On the other hand, the 
indies state, the material will be 
used by all stations for the next 
two years or more. A delay of 60 
days, they say, should not stand 
in the way of turning out a more 
accurate selling tool. 

BMB, meanwhile, is going ahead 
with plans to conduct the survey 
in March. 





| 


‘tape 


Chi ABC Scribe Talks | 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Negotiations for a new contract 
covering ABC’s newswriters, which | 
opened in December, still continue, | 
with possibility that new setup will | 
be signed at end of this month. 

Contract calls for increased | 
minimum wage, salary hikes, im- 
proved working conditions and af- 
fects newswriters Jim Murphy, 
Rachel Ann Bottoroff, Gene Far- 
inet, Brace Pattou and Fred Shee- 
han. 


Coke in Pause On 
Faith-Froman 


Coca-Cola is taking a pause 
from radio that’s anything but re- 





freshing to network execs. In its 
most serious budgetary cutback 
since its postwar radio re-entry, 


the soft drink company has served | 
notice on CBS that it is cancelling | 
out on the Percy Faith-Jane Fro- 
man musical show. 

Latter was recently switched into 
the Friday night 10:30 period 
from Sunday at 6:30, with the cli- 
ent’s other CBS showcase, the 
Spike Jones Show, in turn put into 
the Sunday spot to precede the 
Jack Benny stanza. Cancellation 
of the Faith-Froman show means 
a $1,200,000 annual time-and*talent 
pull-in. It goes off after Feb. 12 
broadcast. 

Coca-Cola is also dropping the 
three-nights-a-week Morton Dow- 
ney program on NBC and may 
cancel out on sponsorship of the 
daytime cross-the-board “Claudia” 
transcription show. Coke bottlers 
have been paying for the time 
(show has been sold locally rather 
than on network basis), with the 
parent company paying for the 
program. 

Although the coke outfit is drop- 
ping Downey from radio, it is cur- 
rently mulling a television show 
for the tenor. 

Decision on the three-way can- 
cellation comes as something of a 
surprise in view of the fact that, 


only a few weeks back, the com-} 


pany was involved in negotiations 
for a capital gains acquisition of 
Edgar Bergen. 


ABC’S TAPE SERVICE 
OFFERED TO SPONSORS 


Following experimentation with 
recording of its program 
schedule for 22 weeks last spring 
and summer, ABC net is making its 
recording facilities available to 
sponsors and ad agencies under a 
rate card schedule. Lawrence Rud- 
dell, ABC’s recording director, 
moved to throw open the service 
since the net has sufficient ma- 
chines now to handle both its own 
and client’s program needs. 
Charges for an original and pro- 





tection tape recording which may | 
range | 


be used for broadcasting 
from $35 for a 60-minute show to 
$15 for a 15-minute show. An ad- 
ditional $25 is being charged for 
editing jobs on a one-hour show. 
The tape will remain ABC prop- 
erty unless the client pays another 
fee for his own spool. 














Hooper Top 15 and Opposition — 


(Jan. 15) Total 
Network 
Hooper- Competi- 

| Program ating Sponsored Network Competition tion 

‘Walter Winchell 29.7 Electric Theatre 8.2 19.5 

_ Man. Merry-Go-Round _ 77.5 aie 

| Jack Benny 27.6 Horace Heidt 112 174 

| Lux Radio Theatre 27.2 Gabriel Heatter 6.7 132 

Fishing-Hunting Club 0.8 me 

Johns-Manville 1.9 : 

Telephone Hour 6.9 

Dr. I. Q. 9.3 qe: 

Fibber & Molly 25.1 Erwin D. Canham 2.0 11.8 
Johns-Manville 1.9 

My Friend Irma 22.7 Arthur Gaeth 1.5 11.7 

Contented Program 6.7 ; 

Di Bob Hope 225 We, the People 88 16.7 

ripe Fg Meh . Gabriel Heatter 5.2 | 

F. TOM BOISE ._| Duffy’s Tavern 20.2 Milton Berle 8.4 20.6 
Boise keeps KLZ’s heavy traffic ‘ County Fair 73 

schedule of network, national Gabriel Heatter : 60 ' 

spot and local business —— Mr. District Attorney 19.3 Groucho Marx 12.0 19.0 
smoothly along KLZ’s — a Mr. Distric poets cenwest of Meaie 47 

Boise’s experience in sales an be 7 a on 1“ es 

traffic with leading air lines quali- | Amos ‘n’ Andy 19.1 nage — iis o 22.3 
5 j i Vy ¢ ce y Wiad | * 
non ys Bilary ae eer Phil Harris-Alice Faye 14.0 

; an KLZ, Denver. (Godfrey’s Talent Scouts 18.8 Railroad Hour 45 24.2 
Henry J. Taylor 2.5 
Sherlock Holmes 7s 

’ | Voice of Firestone y | pie 

Mutua S 0 a | People Are Funny 18.3 (No sponsored shows) 98 

Stop the Music (average) 17.7 Sam Spade 10.7 19.6 
Fred Allen 12.2 

Eases Out Of Bob Hawk Show 16.1 ‘(No sponsored shows) 10.9 

Mystery Theatre 16.1 This Is Your Life 11.3 15.9 

Bing Crosby 16.0 Big Story 13.7 20.9 








BMB, Hooper 


Ed Kobak, Mutual prexy, has 
quietly cancelled out of the Hooper | 
rating service. Kobak took the | 
position that the network didn’t 
need two services and has decided 
to string along with A. C. Nielsen’s 





Don Lee Gets Into Feud Act, Charges 
ABC with Riding Winchell Fre 





operation. + Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
The MBS prexy cancelled out a There’s nothing like a good, old 

couple Weeks ago, immediately COLGATE GETS GILMAN feud to enliven the radio scene 

prior to his checking out of Broad- and Don Lee doesn’t like NBC 


cast Measurement Bureau. (CBS | 
denies reports that it, too, is bow- AFTER LEVER BREAK 
ing out of BMB, in the wake of the | John Gilman, for many years 
industry organization’s present up- veepee and advertising director of 
heaval.) Lever Bros. until his recent resig- 
It marks the second time that nation because of policy differences 
Kobak has nixed the Hooper serv- With prexy Charles Luckman, joins 
ice, he having also cancelled out ,Colgate Feb. 1. 
last year because of his feeling! Move thus gives Colgate two of 
that the price was way out of the top advertising men in the soap 
range. However, he returned to field, the other being Bob Healy, 
the Hooper fold when the tab was veepee-director of advertising. 
readjusted to $15,000 a year, al-| Colgate’s Gilman acquisition has 
most half the original price. raised in some quarters the ques- 
This time the reason differs, “OM of Healy’s future status, but 
however. Kobak, it’s known, has it’s reported in authoritative quar 
long felt that the Hooper compari- ‘Ts that the Jatter will continue as 
son-of-shows technique has been Boss Man in advertising, with Gil- 
unfair to his network clients; that ™4": like Healy, reporting direct 
his quotes of BMB figures dating |‘® Prexy E. H. Little. 
back to 1946 have been unfair to 
Mutual in its present status. e 
Kobak checked out on BMB) On oast ig 
(he’s paid in up till April 1, with 
three-months cancellation notice 
required) because of a feeling that 
the organization failed to do the 
/necessary thing to make up the. 
errors of its first survey. He takes 
the view that while BMB made 
_promises of improvements to the 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Metro is ready to write off 





_networks and stations, they haven’t KMGM, its frequency modulation | 
been forthcoming, so he’s going to Station, as a bad investment. In_ 


string along with his own “listen- line with the studio’s retrench- 
ability.” _ment, the station will be put up 
|for sale at whatever price it will 
‘™) | bring. 

B’FAST CLUB’S TEXAS TOUR | It has been costing M-G around 


San Antonio, Jan. 18. | $75,000 a year for operating costs 





ABC network’s “Breakfast Club,” | and the ledger has been deep on | 
with Don McNeill and the entire | the red side in the station’s short- | 


cast, will make a six-day Texas of-a-year’s regime. FM sets have 


tour in March, opening at the State | been selling slowly and advertisers | 
|Fair Auditorium in Dallas March have offered little encouragement | 
/12 and then the following night | for continuing. Bert Lebhar; exec 


at Fort Worth. | with Metro’s AM station, WMGM, 


in New York, last week conferred 





_ 





Nielsen's Top 20 


(DEC. 11) rescinding their applications, de- | 
— Seev, Cur. Points | SPite FCC urging to get behind the 
Rank Rank Program Rating Change _| high fidelity medium. 
. 1 Lux Radio Theatre: .:. .isccees is: 32.2 —1.9 . 
2 2 Godfrey’s Talent Scouts........ Zt —1.0 
3 + i, £ & eee 26.6 +2.2 AFRA Using Sealtest 
4 3 NE en, PEN cache ccdade s 25.0 0.0 ; 
5 7 fs 8 Ae ee 24.7 +1.5 Coin for Health Fund 
6 6 Jack Benny teh Se bore a 24.3 +0.8 Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
7 14 Phil Harris-Alice Faye Show.... 23.4 +1.4 | Funds from the Sealtest program 
8 5 WOMEEEE WOMOIIEL 55.550. Sco cd eess 23.0 —1.3 | will be used by the American Fed- 
9 48 MNO 6 55.6.0 van bo amaiens vape's 22.5 +66 (eration of Radio Artists for a 
10 8 Dufty’s Narr yee 21.9 —1.0 | health insurance program for mem- 
11 24 re ff et es 21.8 +2.1 | bers in good standing at least three 
12 10 Mr. District Attorney .......... 21.6 —0.7 ‘| years. 
13 15 People Are Funny teens eeeeeeed 21.3 +1.4 Plan calls for members to re- 
14 18 Day in Life of Dennis Day...... 21.1 +2.9 (ceive $6 a day during hospital con- 
15 37 Mr. Keen ASS, dt CGS a eee 20.7 +49 finement, with a limit of $186 for 
7 31 FBI in reace 6nd War ........ 20.5 +3.9 31 days ir any year, plus $60 extra 
4 13 RR a ee er 20.4 —0.2 | hospital expense per year. All pay- 
33 Truth or Consequences ........ 20.2 +2.5 ments would be subject to the 
19 17 Charlie McCarthy stees: BE —0.5  |amount of money available in the 
20 1l Inner Sanctum ......3. eseecen, OE —23 fund. 


with studio toppers and decision 
is said to have been reached to un- 
load. Metro’s action is in line with 
other FM operators around the 
country, who are either selling or 








Headache to MG 


and CBS to hog the act. So they've 
worked up one of their own and 
the object of their disaffection is 
ABC, so that makes all the major 
nets mad at one another in their 
respective brakets. 

Don Lee’s particular peeve is 
that ABC is allegedly giving Wal- 
ter Winchell a free ride on the 
Coast repeat in retaliation for the 
competitive regional knocking off 
the rebroadcast billing from Kei- 
ser-Frazer. And to point up their 
charges of spite work, Don Lee 
puts in with the clincher that WW’s 
second airing on ABC is slotted di- 
dectly opposite (8:30 p.m.) the time 
bought by K-F on Don Lee. 

ABC says it ain’t so, that the 
| automaker is paying card rates for 
the repeat and nobody fets a free 
ride. In reply to the howcum of 
the time slotting, ABC offers in de- 
fense that the important thing is 
'the break between the repeats of 
Winchell and Louella_ Parsons, 
which was bought by K-F to reach 
more dialers. Don Lee calls it 
| pure subterfuge and holds to its 
original charge, which is yet to 
= battered down to its satisfac- 
ion. 


Rev. McClain (Ex-Dr.1.0.), 
Going Back on Air To 
Pay Off Church Debt 


Dallas, Jan. 18. 

Radio listeners soon will hear a 
familiar voice again, that of the 
ia? James McClain, former “Dr. 

McClain, who in 1946 gave up 
his $50,000 a year radio post for a 
$225 per month position as an Epis- 
copal minister, will go back on the 
air starting Jan. 31 to help pay for 
the church he leads at Eastland. 

He will act as announcer on & 
| transcribed shortening company 
| program to pay off a $12,000 in- 
debtedness on the church. He said 
all the money he makes will go to 
the Eastland church and his 6ther 
parish at Breckenridge. 

McClain will fly here one day 
each week, make a series of tran- 
scriptions, then return to his 
/parish. The airings will be for the 
| Mrs. Tucker’s Smile Program. 








Jameson’s Bar Post 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Federal Communitations Bar 
Assn., whose members represent 
‘most broadcast stations before the 
|Federal Communications Commis- 
‘sion, last week elected Guilford 
Jameson, Washington radio lawyet, 


‘as its president. 
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* @ oF efe.@ 
Rating Risibilities 
Perhaps the strangest phenomenon of the current broadcasting 


season is the manner in which the resentment toward ratings on 
the part of air performers is being projected into the listeners’ 


homes. 


This is apart from the fact that kidding the Hoopers is now 


standard material for the majori 
scripters, 


ty of the radio comics and their 


But in the case of some comedians who make no effort 


to conceal their antipathy, it’s become strictly a case of kidding- 


on-the-square. 


Fred Allen’s dislike for the Hoopers is matched only by that 
publicly registered by Goodman Ace, whose “Mr. Ace & Jane” CBS 


show was recently cancelled by 


General Foods because it wasn’t 


pulling the kind of Hooper GF wanted. Allen would very much 
like to get C. E. Hooper on his Sunday night NBC program as a 
guest and put the pros and cons right up to the coast-to-coast 


public. 


(It’s recalled that several years back when Crossley dom- 


inated the rating field, Allen managed to get the top nose-counter, 


Archibald Crossley, to do a guest 


shot.) 


Meanwhile, Allen over the past couple of Sundays has been 


taking some pointed potshots at 
urement technique. 


Hooper and his audience meas- 


In some byplay with Portland Hoffa, the 


comedian even went to great lengths on statistics in an attempt 


to illustrate the smallness of the Hooper sample. 


between-gags contention that, wit 


It was Allen’s 
h 60,000,000 U. S. radios, Hooper 


calls 1,500 people, and that the technique of multiplying that by 
40,000 to arrive at a listening audience “is like taking a bite out 
of a roll and telling you how many poppy seeds there are in the 


country.” 








Py 4 6 I ‘years —. been har the crest 
Lever Bros. Leads Radio Honor Ro fos nated aa 


With Its Contribs to Top 10 Lists 





Both on a homes-per-dollar pay-¢ 


off and Hooper draw over the past | 
couple of seasons, Lever Bros. goes 
into 1948 as the most enviable 
bankroller on the network-agency | 
books. LB’s five-out-of-six Top 10 
show parlay is perhaps without 
precedence in radio. 


Lever’s honor roll reads: ‘Lux 
Radio Theatre,” “My Friend Irma,” 
“Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts” 
(comprising the sock Monday 
night back-to-back CBS layout), | 
Bob Hope on NBC and Amos ’n’ 
Andy on CBS, with even LB’s sixth 
nighttime showcase, “Big Town,” 
inching into the big-league rating 
sweepstakes by virtue of its in- 
heritance of the ex-Hope Tuesday 
at 10 segment on NBC. 


Of all the top bankrollers in ra- 
dio, including Procter & Gamble. 
Colgate, Sterling, Miles, American 
Home Products, Bristol-Myers and 
General Foods, none has ever 
grabbed off five of the Top 10) 
ratings two seasons in a row. “Lux | 
Radio Theatre,” of course, has | 
been a consistent winner over the | 
years, but in view of its current 
$40,000 a week time-talent-produc- | 
tion tab, its homes-per-dollar pay- | 
off is less impressive than the 
brace of CBS-developed shows the 
client acquired last year, “Irma” 
and “Talent Scouts.” Latter two 
have been right up with the lead- 


! 


ers since the LB sponsorship, but | 


(Continued on page 34) 


TV Sampling Irks 
N. Y. Radioite 


Some of the New York radio 
Stations are squawking over the 
sampling technique being used in 
measuring television audiences in 
the metropolitan area. 
One station has registered its 
beef with the C. E. Hooper organ- 
ization and has asked for huddles 
in a bid to arrive at a more real- 
istic method of evaulating audi- 
ences. 

It’s the feeling that, on the 
basis of the present method of 
counting TV noses, radio is un- 
justifiably getting much the worse 
of it; that if an accurate sample 
were made it would not write off 
— iv RS lost cause but would 

, a ’ 
molten t’s still a vital, potent 
se one thing, it’s pointed out, 
€ Hooper restriction on sampling 
a: telephone homes (in projecting 
the question “Are you listening to 
the radio or watching television) 
- Weighted in video's favor, since 
; S a cinch that any home boast- 
= a TV set would also have a 
phone, whereas it doesn’t neces- 
sarily follow that a home with a 


radio receiver 
woul 
phone. d have a tele- 





~€ S90 F91t att 


At least | 


Ford Meets Ford 


Moving up of the Fred Allen 
NBC Sunday show from 8:30 to 
Edgar Bergen’s former time at 8 


situation whereby Ford is now com- 
peting with itself in the radio vs. 
television sweepstakes. 

Ford Dealers sponsor Allen. The 
Ford family bankrolls the once- 
monthly ‘Ford Television Thea- 
tre,” which is heard in the 7:30- 
8:30 Sunday time on CBS-TV, the 
last half of which bucks the AM 
competition from NBC. 


WOR, N.Y., Builds 
Name Day Sked 





Vs. Tele Time 


WOR, N. Y., is currently blue- 
printing the most ambitious sched- 
ule to date designed to project 
nighttime personalities on the day- 
time kilocycles (cued to an aware- 
ness that television will supersede 
radio in after-dark programming). 

Negotiations are under way by 
ithe station and in some instances 
| have already been initiated to line 
/up such personalities as Hilde-- 
| garde, Eddie Albert, Tony Martin 
|and Rudy Vallee for afternoon 
i'shows. Plan is not to surround 
i'them with bigtime or costly pro- 


ductions, but to build “personality | 


_shows” for casual banter, singing, 
| playing records, etc., following the 
'“Kate Smith Sings” - ‘“Kate Smith 
'/Talks” noontime pattern on 
| Mutual. 


And if there’s any doubt as to 


Smith-Ted Collins $9,000 weekly 
| take for their cross-the-board co-op 
shows is cited as evidence. 


Recent months has seen a num- 
ber of bigtime artists moving into 
‘the daytime picture, with Kay 
Kyser, Don Ameche, etc., joining 
‘such established a.m. perennials 


as Arthur Godfrey, Fred Waring» 


and Art Linkletter. 





| 
_ WNBC Ups Norman 


| Donald A. Norman, sales mana- 
‘ger of WNBC, WNBC-FM and 
'WNBT, has been upped to as- 
‘sistant manager of the stations 
with John C. Warren stepping into 
‘his sales managership post. Har- 
‘vey Gannon was appointed to new 
| post of service and traffic mana- 
ger. 

'  Norman’s chores will include co- 
‘ordination and administration of 
‘the recently integrated AM, FM 


i and TV operations. 
, 


HING GOES 





DUBIOUS PLUGS 
RIDE AIRLANES 


NBC Reported Ready to Yield On 
Disk Ban to Ward Off 


New Raids 





By GEORGE ROSEN 


The new battle cry on the AM | 
front is “sell.” As a result, sta- | é 
|tions throughout the country are | Basil Rathbone Saturday night 


: : ‘| series for Fatima cigarets ona 
real wn egies the ty aa of busi | sustaining basis, have been do- 
|ness that was strictly in the “du- 


| ing a fast double-take since 
|bious” or “verboten” categories | 


the show preemed and asking 

‘until recently. Both the class and | = a — ra 
. ; ou such stations 

fringe stations are no longer look- | markets. not on the Fatima 

ing the other way when it comes | 

to plugging borderline products. 


lineup agreed to accept the 

show, sans commerccials. But 
In a bid to maintain billings in| What they didn’t know—and 

the face of television’s inroads, ra-| have since found out—is that 

dio is entering an era when practi- | 

cally anything goes. Even the kind | 


the integration of the trade 
name Fatima into the weekly 
of business previously labeled as 
“nuisance value,” because it in- 


scripts adds up to a series of 
cuffo plugs. 

volves mail-order type of deals, is | 

acceptable to radio today. 


The stations are doing 
plenty of squawking. 
It’s all part of the fear that’s | 
gripped AM < station operators. For | 6 


Crime Wont Pay 
For Femme Trade, 
Toni May Scram 


Unusual situation of a sponsor 





Smoking Slightly 
Flock of CBS stations that 
agreed to carry the new 














frowned on accepting borderline | 
| products, it was because there was 
'sufficient “class” business around | 
\for everyone to share. But today | 
|}even the top stations are lowering | 
these standards, with a continuing | 
infiltration of spot commercials | 
| into heretofore untouchable night- | 
time station-break segments. 


| TV Siphons Coin Off 


|has created a “sponsor overlap” |and luxury products that previous- |radio has cropped up in the case of 


ily embraced radio now getting Toni, the homemade permanent 
| their TV feet wet and beginning to hair wave outfit. 


planning to cancel out on a pro- | 
: gram in the face of one of the most | 
| With more and more of the class |enviable per-point rating payoffs in | 


daytime radio paying off, the Kate | 


|siphon off their AM expenditures 
|for increased video splurging, ra- 
dio station operators have passed 
| the word on to their salesmen to get 
|new business and forget the sen- 
sitivities. As result the “liver pill 
fraternity,” previously banne 

| from stations, is now riding the air- 
| lanes with a vengeance. More and 
more fringe stations are going for 
the P. I. (Per Inquiry) type of biz 
that’s always been frowned upon— 
the stations getting paid off per in- 
|quiry. Stations are willing to talk 
| business today with mail order 
| book houses, the kind of deal that 
| Somer involves the station in 
multiple bookkeeping chores. 


| The changing times are reflected 
|in the copy creeping into commer- 
(cials, particularly on vermouth and 
| wine, with the accent today on the 
“good mixer for drinks” aspect. A 
| couple of years back stations, re- 
specting the liquor advertising ban, 


_wouldn’t have touched that kind of | Bergen or Phil Harris. 


copy. 


Toni wants to pull out of the 


audience-grabbing “Crime Photog- | 


rapher”’ show at the end of the 13- 
|week cycle in March, despite the 
fact that the program as part of the 
sock -CBS Thursday night crime- 
adventure lineup which has cast a 
pall of gloom over the top-budgeted 
NBC competition, has a 15.8 rating 
and has been inching into the 
| Hooper Top 15. A CBS-built pack- 
| age, “Crime” is a modestly-budget- 
(ed affair. 


However, it’s Tori’s contention | 
'that the show is failing to sell the | 
| product; that essentially “Crime’s” | 


chief appeal is toward a male audi- 
ence and Toni’s only interested in 
| attracting the femmes. : 

CBS  had_ recently’ offered 


+ Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
NBC reportedly is ready to yield 
on its platter policy as a defense 
against CBS raiders. Network has 
stood fast on its pre-recording ban 
but is said to be ready to yield if 
that’s what it takes to save big 
name shows. Among those who've 
champed at the bit over the re- 
cording ban are Al Jolson, Ozzie 
Nelson and Harriet Hilliard, Jimmy 
Durante and Eddie Cantor. 
Advantages to taping weeks in 
advance are pointed up by cam- 
paigning comics and NBC, facing 
fullblown threat rather than sim- 
mering discontent as last year, is 
willing to relax ban rather than 
lose more topnotchers to rival 
skein. ; 
Case in point is Groucho Marx’s 
“You Bet Your Life” (ABC) which 
has shown vast improvement over 
last season when it was broadcast 
live. , 
Understood NBC will yield on 
tape only where both ad agency 
and program’s star concur in use 
|of recordings. Many agencies are 
|said to be opposed to recording, 





except for Coast repeat. This may 
cause conflict with NBC in middle. 
fox is said to favor lifting of ban 
| because it can’t fight fire with fire. 
It has no capital gains deal to of- 
,fer stars, having withdrawn from 
this phase of negotiations, ‘and 
bonuses of stock are too involved 
since NBC is an RCA subsidiary. 





Bergen Free Man’; 


In N.Y. for Huddles 


Edgar Bergen, who dropped out 
of radio at the end of ’48 while he 
reappraises the whole radio-tele- 
vision picture prior to making any 
future commitments, arrived in 
New York over the weekend to 0.0. 
everything in sight. First thing he 
did was to install a television set 
‘in his hotel suite. 

Despite reports that he’s been 
wrapped up by CBS board chair- 
man William S. Paley as a Colum- 
| bia exclusive next season, Bergen 
| actually hasn’t signed anything and 
|is still a “free man.” He’s intimated 


‘that, coming next September, he 


“Crime’s” Thursday 9:30-10 seg- | May decide to skip radio altogether 
ment to Wildroot for a switchover | 4nd segue into video entirely. What 
of its “Sam Spade” show in the | he'd like to do is negotiate a deal 
hopes of recapturing Sunday at 8, | that will permit him to do either 





(“Spade” time) for either Edgar 
But Wild- 
| root said no dice. 





On-Avain, Of- Again 20th-ABC 


Trade interest over the weekend 
_ was spotlighted on the question of 
whether Ed Noble had already dis- 
_ posed of his ABC network to 20th- 
_ Fox in a hush-hush transaction last 
| week. (Similar negotiations had 
broken down_a month ago.) 

Only comment forthcoming from 
ABC execs was that “unofficially 
t’aint so,” while 20th-Fox officials 
| went even further in refuting the 
widely-circulated reports, claiming 
that the film company’s interest in 
ABC had cooled off and that Spy- 
ros Skouras & Co. were now cast- 
ing their eyes in an entirely differ- 
ent direction. 

From some quarters came re- 
| ports that a Noble-Skouras deal 
| was actually consummated the 
| middle of last week. This fol- 

lowed published reports by the 
Securities Exchange Commission 
revealing that top officials of ABC 
had liquidated substantial amounts 
of their common stock holdings 
in the network, among them prexy 
Mark Woods and exec veepee Rob- 
ert Kintner. 

Stock Sale vs. Salaries 


On top of that it was revealed 
that both Woods and Kintner had 
entered into new five-year con- 


i tracts with the broadcasting com- , ship. 


Purchase Rumors in New Maneuvers 


pany, terminating Dec. 31, ’53, with 
Woods signing on at $75,000 a year 
and Kintner at $50,000. In the 
event that ABC’s net income ex- 
ceeds $1,000,000 a year, both are 
to receive $5,000 a year more for 
/each $250,000 in excess profits, 
with a $100,000 salary ceiling ear- 


marked for Woods and $75,000 for | 


Kintner. In addition, both are to 
share in bonuses. 


The Woods-Kintner stock was 
unloaded during December follow 
ing the breakdown of initial nego- 
tiations with 20th-Fox. Woods 
sold 30,500 common shares, re- 
ducing his holdings to 6,500 shares. 
Kintner disposed of 17,500 shares, 
retaining 16,000, and C. Nicholas 
Priauls, veepee, treasurer and di- 
rector whom Noble brought in 
from his Life Saver operation, sold 
4,000 shares, now owning 1,000. 

Trade impression was that the 
stock was disposed of to meet bank 
loans, and it’s been intimated that 
20th-Fox “dummies” had _ been 


_ quietly buying up ABC stock, with 


the film company achieving the 
status of an important minority 
stockholder as a prelude to Skouras 
sitting down with Noble to talk a 
new deal for a change of owner- 


- 


‘a once-monthly or semi-monthly 
series, thus permitting him to com- 
mute from Hollywood. But every- 
thing hinges on his exhaustive 
probe of the whole AM-TV picture. 

Bergen doesn’t plan doing any 
TV guest shots while here 
(although he'll show up on video 
at tonight’s (Wed.) entertainment 
| program from Washington in con- 
nection with the Presidential in- 
auguration ceremonies.) But he’s 
definitely open for offers next sea- 
son and will be huddling with po- 
tential clients, agency execs, etc., 
while here. 


FORD DEALERS TO SCRAM 
— RADIO IF ALLEN QUITS 


| If Fred Allen’s threat to quit 
|radio at the close of the season 
|stands up, his sponsors, the Ford 
| Dealers, will probably divert much 
‘of the radio budget to television 
| and other media and scram out 
of radio, it’s reported. 

| It was the Ford Dealers deal that 
| kept Allen on the air after he was 
dropped by Standard Brands. His 
|retirement threat has been a sea- 
/sonal occurrence, but this time he 
‘is said to mean it. But whether or 
'not he comes back next season, the 
Ford Dealers are said to be anxious 
to get out from under the tremen- 
|dous budget of the show. 


| NBC’S ‘BKLYN’ AUDITION 


| New half-hour comedy series by 
| Nicholas Cosentino, titled “They 
Live In Brooklyn,” based on writ- 
er’s Broadway play, “Moon Over 
Mulberry Street,” had audition 
platter cut yesterday (Tues.) at 
‘NBC, N. Y., for trial airing soon, 
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ALAN YOUNG SHOW IT’S ALL IN THE FAMILY | 
With Louise Erickson, Ken Christy, |,With Mitzi Gould, Bill Quinn, 
Jim Backus, Hal March, George Roger de Koven, Martin Wolf- | 
Wyle orch, Regalaires; Don Wil-| son, Amy Sidell, Ethel Everett; 
son, announcer Rabbi Wm. F. Rosenblum, Rev. | 
Producer-Director: Helen Mack Elmer C. Dressel, Rev. Francis | 


Writers: Dave Schwartz, Artie) Reh; Roy Shields and orch; Dick | 
Stander, Joe Young | Dudley, narrator; Bob Denton, 
30 Mins., Tues., 8:30 p.m. announcer 


Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums) ; 
NBC, from Hollywood Supervisor: Edward Lyman 
(Roche, Wms. & Cleary) | Director: Clay Daniel 
After standing pat for years 30 Mins., Sun., 2 p.m. 
with its Tuesday night “Date with Sustaining | 
Judy” comedy show on NBC, the | WNBC, N. Y. 
Lewis-Howe Co. (Tums) has de-| WNBC’s (N. Y.) Documentary | 
cided on a change of pace and last Production Unit has come up with | 
week put Alan Young into the highly - touted network documen- 
8:30-9 spot as a substitute. It’s! taries well in the shade. “It's All 
doubtful however, that this newest in the Family” is a highly meri- 


| | 
Writer: Hugh Kemp 


attempt to project the ex-Cana- torious series of programs, deal- 
dian comic into the big-league ing boldly with such controversial 
sweepstakes will be any more suc- topics as birth control, divorce, 
cessful than in the past. sex education, mixed marriages, 

It’s not the first show, of course, religion in the schools and juve 
built around Young (meanwhile delinquency. In its frankness, 


he’s also been sharing the Friday honesty and sincerity of presenta- 
night spotlight as the junior comic tion, it is public service program- 
on the Jimmy Durante Camel ming of the highest order. And 
show.) His Tums showcase, in| though the conclusions of the pre- 
fact, practically reprises the situa- miere broadcast Sunday (16)— 
tion comedy routine of a couple which dealt with the mixed mar- 
seasons back, with its inevitable riage of a Protestant boy and a 
“Hubert Updyke” (Jim Backus) | Catholic girl—left this listener a| 
sequence and rivalry for gal friend | little heart-sick because of the 
Betty. And as before, the Backus rigidity of its stand, it faced facts 
contrib remains the standout bit squarely and had its honest say. 


of buffoonery the show has to Opener wasn’t a perfect pro- 
offer. ; .. gram because some of the script- 
Perhaps the major fault in ing was a little self-conscious and 


Young’s continued “junior” status the acting just average, and be- 
= network comedian — be at- cause the station overdid the in- 
tributed to an unfortunate script- | troduction with too big a buildup 
ing assist. Young himself has dis- for the series. But otherwise, the 
tinctive, individual qualities as 4 oGandor and adult approach to the 


a ag a can PR ag in the ticklish subject was one to admire 
role with a warmth and Create au-| and the station’s courage some- 


dience sympathy, always an essen- : ‘ . 
tial. But just as he’s been bogged | thing to spplauc. 
down in the past by some lack-| , The program, of course, was 
lustre material, so, too, on last| Stacked. The series is being pre-| 
Tuesday’s (11) preem of his new | Pared in cooperation with the Co-| 
show, the spark was missing. The ordinating Committee of Catholic | 
show was never bad. But it never| Lay Organizations, so that only | 
made contact. | the Catholic viewpoint will be 
Don Wilson, as usual, did an ef-| Shown on these airers. But this, | 
fective job on the commericals. | t90, 1S important. 
Rose. The program discussed a young 
/couple in love. Both were nice 


kids. They had known each other 

age te RIGGS oo aigel , for years; their families were 
‘Ad aia wy Betty Lou, Diane friends. Their respective parents 
rian, red ne orch; an- counseled them _ against the 
Gites Ccesmey — dangers of a mixed marriage. The 
Seaies . deste Aves M- girl’s priest pointed out that the 


dheaiie church did not countenance di- 
30 Mins.: Mon. thru Sat., 7:30 vorce; that their children would 
P “ti inati ‘ sat., 4:00 P.M. have to be raised as Catholics: 

articipating that “birth control was out.” But 


WMG¢M, N. Y. : mf : ; 
Return of Tommy Riggs and his oo So wees ee. eee ee 


ventriloquial pal, Betty Lou, to the es ge Ag Ml ge 2 oll 
air Monday (17) via a half-hour she did. She would not permit 
shot on WMGM, N. Y., was not a! cex relations with preventatives. 


particularly auspicious one. Show 
was a rambling affair while the 
repartee of Riggs and his alter ego 
seldom scored for a real belly 
laugh. Comedy material of a bet- 
ter calibre along with a decided | F 
tightening up would brighten this COUld have no meat for dinner. 
cross-the-border considerably. ae ae Ng poe B sg st 

: : . P > ~h was nearby for 

Format brings in besides Riggs ae tide te attend wane, 


So they had kids. 


And little problems mounted. 
They were uncomfortably socially; 
he would bring business friends 
home Fridays, forgetting they 


and Betty Lou, Joel H : Finally 
house band, songstress “Diane came the break. The man left his 
Adrian, while announcer Phil Wife and kids, and admitted he 


Goulding also has a fair sized WS lonely. The story ended with 
stint. Introductory remark of the man admitting that if he had 
Riggs to Betty Lou, “You're a ‘the choice again, he would go a 
pretty girl,” followed by her re-| different way... “with a girl of 
joinder, “You're pretty, too,” sums ™Y,own kind. cen 
up fairly well the ensuing punch-, Honesty in scripting matched 
less dialog between the duo. frankness in situation. “I don’t 
Miss Adrian displays an ade- Want my private life dragged over 
quate voice in warbling a couple the coals to your ,priest,” the 
of pops. Herron’s band supplies harassed man exclaimed at one 
okay backing. Also woven in the ‘me, objecting to his wife going 
show are recitations by Goulding to confession. She on the other 
of allegedly humorous verse con-| @nd had to cleanse herself of the 
tributed by listeners. Quality of Si? of fighting with her husband. 
these lines is best attested to by; Phere was frank talk about God. 
Riggs’ observation that “it’s best| Jesus, and the Pope. All of 
to have some music to clear up the ‘t needed saying, and was done 
atmosphere.” Sandwiched in the 5° by sincere, sensitive, worried 
stanza are plugs (both canned and people. A priest, rabbi and Protes- 


live) for a reducing tablet, a deo- | t4nt minister chimed in at the pro-| 


dorant and a California wine. |gram’s close to say they agreed 

Gilb. | that mixed marriages generally 

penny Pa tae But one — 

GREAT V ; who feels at a one-wor idea 

sNGRae OF GREAT cannot succeed under these re- 

With Robert Merrill, Robert Shaw | Strictions, who disagrees with the 

Chorale, Eleanor Steber, Jan Program's stated preachment that 

Peerce: religion is stronger than life it- 

Announcer, David Ross self, turned off the radio ‘knob 

Writer - Producer - Director: Sam at the close, feeling quite empty 
Elfret _and sad. Bron. 

a aane hae tt 1:45 p.m. 

T CLUB OF AM 
ERICA 61D GOLD PARTY TIME 


MBS, from New York 
With Bert Parks, emcee: Kay Ar- 


(Al Klinger Associates) 
“Great Voices of Great Singers” men, Buddy Weed Trio; Don 
Hancock, announcer 


represents a bid to capture the! : ~ 

more culturally inclined among the | Writer: Bill Raphael 

air audience in order to vend re-| Director: George Wiest 

productions of the masters for its 15 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 1 p.m. 

bankroller, the Radio Art Club of P. LORILLARD CO. 

America. With such concert names WJZ, N. Y. j 

as Robert Merrill, Eleanor Steber (Lennen & Mitchell) 

and Jan Peerce on the transcribed This is an informally conducted 

inaugural, the show’s musical as- quarter-hour session of music, gab | 

pects were of high calibre. and trivia that serves as pleasant | 
Stanza is obviously well suited early afternoon fare. Sparkplug of | 

for its intended market and Mer- the show is Bert Parks, vet emcee | 

rill’s “Toreador Song,” assisted by now serving time also on “Stop the 

the Robert Shaw Chorale; Miss Music.” Parks keeps up a steady. 

Steber’s “Stars in My Eyes” and ad-lib patter with an energetic | 

Peerce’s “Sorrento” were ideal sense of humor that’s infectious. 

Sunday afternoon tare. Sales pitch, Good support in the musical de- 

Gilb, partment is furnished by vocalist 








tinue for the next 13 weeks. 


! 

DOROTHY DIX ON THE AIR 
|With Barbara Winthrop, Nancy 
Prescott; Joe Ripley, announcer 
Writer: Barbara Winthrop 
Director: Perry Lafferty 
Producer: Marge Kerr 

/15 Mins.; 1:45 p.m. Mon.-thru Fri. 
| SEALTEST 
| ABC, from New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 

| “Dorothy 

| presumably an air version of the 
| vet columnist’s advice to the love- 
'lorn and other problems. How- 
| ever, the airlane version is handled 
by Barbara Winthrop under the 
| Dorothy Dix tag and is formatted 
| strictly for femme listeners in the 
| daytime. On stanza caught Friday 
'(14) Miss Winthrop gave solace to 
a young gal who was peeved for 
having been criticized for wearing 
slacks. She agreed with the kid 
that this was ‘“‘a man’s world.” In 
passing out advice to the middle- 





BEN LUDLOW 


as a remunerative way to balance 








MUSIC a limited budget. 
Stanza was climaxed with a dra- 
BETTY CLARK SINGS matic vignette pointing up what 


can happen when an over-ambi- 
tious couple live beyond their 
means and try to keep up with the 
Joneses. This was solved with the 
young wife taking her advice and 


With Betty Clark, Veryle Mills, 
harp; Frank Banta, novachord; 
Sal La Porta, guitar; announcer, 
Don Lowe 


ee Marilyn living within their means, which 

“teeny j made for a happy solution. It was 

y bg _— all handled in competent fashion. 

ABC. from N Y si Joe Ripley handled announcing 

7 . (Clements Co.) chores okay, with Nancy oe er 

ape ae i a ’ getting in the commercials for 
Previously active in concert, Sesitest. Edba. 


hospital tours and occasional radio 
guest shots, 12-year-old blind 
warbler Betty Clark made her net- 
work bow on ABC Sun. (16), bank- 
rolled by the P. J. Ritter Co., 
canning firm. Inasmuch as the air- 
lanes have been relatively devoid 
of the voices of immature girls of 
late, the basic novelty of the pro- 
gram no doubt will attract dialers’ 
attention. 

While Miss Clark’s singing is 
akin to the shrill soprano of most 
girls of her age, to her credit is 


BIG ’N’ LITTLE CLUB 

With Dick Collier, Phil Cramer, 
others 

Prod.-Dir.-Writer: Steve Carlin 

30 Mins.; Sat., 10:30 a.m. 

Dr. Posner Shoes 

ABC, from New York 


(Hirshon-Garfield) 


The Big ’n’ Little Club is suit- 
able fodder for the extremely 
young. It’s a harmless and fre- 
the-fact that her tones are gener- quently appealing session with 
ally melodious and tuneful. Mop- juvenile clowning by Dick Collier 
pet essayed such pop standards as|and Phil Cramer, and a service 
“Wishing,” “Swinging on a Star,” | department that will be appre- 
| etc. Musical backing of a nova-| ciated by parents. Latter is likely 
chord, guitar and harp were com- to consist of exhortations from the 


petent. Extra long plugs praised | air such as “Joe Doakes, Jr., why 

the virtues of “Ritter’s Fine|don’t you eat your morning | 

Foods.” Gilb. mush?” There’s no permanent 
| harm 


TALKING TO THE STARS 
| With Buddy Clarke orch, Charles 


with this show. 


Dix On The Air” is | 


age set, she suggested baby-sitting | 
as a solution to loneliness as well | 


to either child or parent! personal essentials that a 


LUNCHEON CLUB 
With Johnny Olsen, Ella Mason 
Producer-Director: John O’Rourke 
30 Mins., Mon-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m, 
Participating 
WMGM, New York 

“Luncheon Club” is a revamped 
edition of the former food quiz 
show, “Ask Ella Mason,” packaged 
by the American Institute of Food 
Products, with participation spon- 
sorship of various food products 
Aside from Johnny Olsen, who has 
taken over as emcee, little 





n 
has been added. ial 
Program slotted ‘cross the 
board on WMGM, N. Y., in the 


/12:30 p.m. segment and broadcast 
|from the Rendezvous Room of the 
| Victoria hotel, N. Y., where the 
‘curious hausfrau contestants buy a 
$1.25 luncheon to participate, it’s 
the food quiz as formerly, with 
possibly a more generous passout 
|of merchandise. 

Olsen roams among the diners 
with hand-mike, interviewing the 
gals and passing out minor items 
as souvenirs. Later numbers are 
selected from ticket stubs and 
holders are brought to the plat- 
form to participate in food and 
|household quiz of Miss Mason. 
| Winners are given Capital prizes. 
| Those unable to answer the ques- 
|tions are given consolation prizes 
| consisting of the sponsors products, 


‘ranging from dog food to soup 


| mixes, peanut butter, etc. 
| Olsen keeps things moving on 
ithe stanza but seemingly does not 
| have the scope for comedy as on 
'his previous ‘Ladies Be Seated” 
stanza. Perhaps he’s just getting 
the feel of things and will spark 
|it up later. When program gains 
|the desired momentum it should 
| snare its share of femme listeners, 
| Edba. 
| ee 
JOHN REED KING’S BEST GIRL 
| With King, George Hall; audience 
participants 
| Producer-Director: Woody Klose 
| 30 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 3:30 p.m, 
| Participating 
| WOR, N. Y. 
| Strictly for the housewives is 
| “John Reed King’s Best Girl,” new 
|audience participation cross - the- 
boarder which began on WOR, 
N. Y. last Monday (10). Transcribed 
show is based upon novel idea of 
having a guest celeb state his own 
“best 
| girl” should have. Whereupon sev- 


| 


| 


Collier, with a hearty type of|eral femme participants proceed 


| Baldour, Day Dreamers; Don delivery. contrasts with the mousy |to demonstrate how well they 

| Cameron, Len Chappell, an- yoice of Cramer in some cute bits|™meet these under King’s adept 
nouncers — of business. Interest is furthered | €™Mceeing. 

Producer: Bill Hannah by a quiz feature in which the kids|_ On stanza caught Thurs. (13) 


Supervisor: Bill Harwood 
30 Mins.: Sunday, 7 p.m. 
IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO. 
CBC, from Montreal 
(Cockfield, Brown) 

| To push Sweet Cap cigarets, 
Imperial Tobacco has picked a 
strictly formula show and put it 
in a top Sunday night listening 
spot on a coast-to-coast network : 

out of CFCF, Montreal. Re Sat., 2:03 p.m. 

| Rg offering is centered around) wMcA N Y 

the gimmick of a listener winning) ‘his ‘is a go ia . 

| ‘ good straightforward 
a chance, by letter, to talk to his informational series on a subject 
(or her favorite of the screen, stage, not covered thoroughly enough on 
‘radio, sport or literature. Winners the airlanes. Dr. Robert Brittain 
{= picked well in advance and) conductor Of the program, is pre- 
poe gg is recorded and senting a series of radio essays on 
|dropped in during show. Opening the latest scientific advances in 
show this month (9) featured Joe various fields with an approach 
(E. Brown, who managed to save a completely understandable to the 
oon with some good ad jayman. Switching away from the 
libs. Music for the show is han-| more sensational and destructive 
'died throughout by Buddy Clarke | discoveries, such as the atomic 
.and a 21-piece orch, features the bomb, Dr. Brittain is accenting the 
singing of baritone Charles Bal-| positive aspects of scientific re- 
dour and the harmonizing of the | search in promoting human wel- 
| Day Dreamers, who scored here | fare. 

recently with local nightclub dates. | On the opening program (8),-Dr 


| Musical arrangements are stand-| Brittain’s theme was the science 
ard and smooth, the top tunes by | and world food situation. He told 
Baldour are fair, but could stand | of the new technique of utilizing 
a change of pace and a little more | waste material in the canning in- 
effort in their selection. Day , dustry and described a revolution- 
_ Dreamers get one featured spot, ary process, made _ possible by 
faery then work in a couple of sing- | atomic energy, of extracting abun- 
‘ing plugs. Don Cameron, taking | dant food values from the ocean. 
over his first big live show, works | Relating his remarks to the world 
the introduction pitch with okay) scene, Dr. Brittain held out the 
| effects. : promise of a new era in history in 
| Commercials feature the “Fac- which hunger would be abolished. 
| tory Fresh” theme using the quar- | Herm. 
ae —_, voice and other stunts | 
without being too heavy or long. | 
Timing throughout is good, but a ge Me ih Pete F h 
tighter script with a definite angle | K ip gg int wg 
for the intervi : en Rush, James’ Finnegan, 
erview with the star. Phil Sutterfield 
concerned would make for better Producer: Bill “ald ich 
listening. Current setup will con- 60 Mins.. Sun.. 8 ying 


LIBERTY NATIONAL BAND & 
TRUST CO. 
WHAS, Louisville 


full regalia guested. 


unobtrusive. 
Jose. 


SCIENCE LOOKS AHEAD 
With Dr. Robert Brittain 


| 


Kay Armen and the Buddy Weed 


instrumental trio. Whi : P — 
t , hile the idea is not original, 
Show is also featuring the this compilation of news events, 


weekly winner from the ABC -) ibr : 
work show, “The Original Pai _assembled from library recordings, 


teur Hour,” also bankroll _and embracing international, na- 
cig outfit. The amateur ap tnd re | oo aT ef ies en 
a week’s contract on this series. | 48, most of them reproduced by 
For initial week, Henry MacRoss. | oe ge of Fecerdings mae Se 
is giving forth with some operatic | spot, made for an interesting hour's 
baritoning with some good-natured review of the past year. 

kidding from Parks. Like the rest! _ Jimmy Finnegan, WHAS sports 
of the show, two Old Gold plugs Chief, and Phil 
are handled in a casual and palat- | Viewed the high spots of the year 


able style. Herm | (Continued on page 34) 


are asked some simple questions, -| 
and on initial show, an Indian in| £ar 


Sutterfield re-. 


| guest George Hall, a “Lend an 
legiter cast member, sup- 
plied the requirements while four 


Commercials are comparatively }¢arnest women showed that not 


/only did they have a “sense of 
| humor” and “‘managed the house- 
hold finances” capably, but tossed 
‘in some rope skipping, played a 
| Tschaikovsky piano concerto and 
'whistled for good measure. Gal 
'who “best met the qualifications” 
| won a new suit, a simulated pearl 
imecklace and an evening at a 
rw nitery. 

Session came off well thanks to 
| King’s glib line of comments. De- 
spite the varied situations, he was 
|never at a loss for words. Withal, 
'a show of this type is tailor-made 
|for the hausfraus inasmuch as 
they’re bound to have a profound, 
| Vicarious interest in who cops the 
/ award. In addition, there’s always 
| the fond hope that they, too, might 
| be eligible merely by writing a let- 
|ter stating why they think they 
| Should be chosen as an actual con- 
‘tender. Three painless plugs con- 
sisted of spots for Colgate’s tooih- 
paste, Vel cleaner plus an upcom- 
ing homemaking program on a 

Gilb. 





|'LET’S HAVE FUN 
| With Betsy King 
_Writer-Producer: Gene King 
'60 Mins., 9 a.m., Sun. 
WCOP, Boston 

Originally skedded as a _ ftem- 
porary fill-in when a network show 
cancelled out, this package has de- 
veloped into a neat kid stanza. 
| With Betsy, eight-year old daugh- 
‘ter of producer Gene King, at the 
helm, show clicks nicely with its 
listeners. Youngster does a slick 
| job of handling all announcements 
with a firm voice and no trace of 
|mike fright that any eight-year 
‘old could easily have, especially 
/on an hour show that has picked 
/up as many listeners as this one 
| has in the past few weeks. 
| Show is made up of recorded 
stories and songs requested by 
moppet listeners and introduce 
‘by Betsy. Script writer father 
avoids long-winded spiels so that 
intended listener interest is not 
lost. Records and stories are well- 
diversified using such platters 48 
i“I Wuv a Wabbit,” “Teachers 
. Song” and “Mickey and the Bean- 
stalk” with a “novelty” ban 
record used occasionally. Show 
‘winds up on a serious note with 
/Betsy giving a prayer. Elie. 
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Sen, Johnson's Anti-Superpower 
Bill to Curb Wattage, Stations payirHT AFTWEFN 


Washington, Jan. 18. 


An anti-superpower bill was in- 
troduced in the Senate last week 
by Sen. Edwin Johnson of Colo- 
rado, Chairman of the Senate In- 
terstate and Foreign = Commerce 
Committee and long-time foe of 
clear channel stations. 

Johnson’s measure would amend 
the Communications Act, under 
which the Federal Communications 
Commission operates, to provide 
that no station in the standard 
(AM) broadcast band can be li- 
censed to operate with more than 
50kw power, the present limit on 
U. S. standard stations. 


The bill, if enacted, would not 
only blast the hopes of superpower 


advocates who have been asking | 


for 250kw, but would also be a 
body blow to the stations orre- 
ating on exclusive clear channtls. 
A provision in the measure speci- 
fies that FCC can assign only one 
station to a channel. 

The Commission has been wres- 
tling with the hot clear channel is- 
sue for years and while it won’t 
say so officially it is no secret it 
would be relieved of a big “head- 
ache” if Congress acted one way 
or another on the issue. However, 
various complicated technical prob- 
lems are involved in the claims 
and counter-claims of advocates 
and opponents of the clear channel 
outlets. 


Gen. Mills ABC's 
Top 48 Spender 


General Mills, with total billings 
of $4,666,348, topped the list of 
client spenders on ABC for 1948, 
when the network achieved peak 
annual gross time sales of $44,303,- 
376. This exceeds the web’s pre- 
vious high in °’47 of $43,548,057. 

Dancer - Fitzgerald & Sample 
headed the list of agencies buying 
time on the network during ’48, 
with gross billings of $5,361,292. 


TOP 10 ADVERTISING 





General Mills ......... $4,666,348 
Procter & Gamble..... 2,879,348 
0 rae er re 2,128,069 
eee Oe Ras ei ciaks 2,112,742 
Sterling Drug ........ 2,025,268 
Quaker Oats .......... 1,973,205 


Libby, McNeill & Libby 1,778,550 
, eR eae) a 1,714,040 
Westinghouse ......... 1,318,029 


U. S. Steel 1,052,090 
TOP 10 AGENCIES 


o» 2 ees 6 Ge 0 60 


Dancer - Fitzgerald - 
yee eee $5,361,292 
J. Walter Thompson... 3,891,292 
McCann-Erickson ..... 3,139,435 
ere 2,392,145 
I oo ee ee et 2,225,036 
Hutchins eek 2,128,069 
Kenyon & Eckhardt 1,717,630 
Foote, Cone & Belding 1,714,040 
Benton & Bowles...:.. 1,549,931 
MS. npc Ocanks c 1,504,820 





Battle for WSNY Goes 
Back to N.Y. State Court 


Schenectady, Jan. 18. 

The legal battle for control of 
WSNY, 250-watt independent in 
Schenectady, was returned from 
federal court to state court last 
week when Federal District Judge 
Stephen W. Brennan in Utica rul- 
ed that the case did not fall under 
federal jurisdiction. Winslow P. 
Leighton, president of the station 
and defendant in an action brought 
by George R. Nelson, made the 
move to put the case before U. S. 
courts. 


Nelson, former vice-president 
a general 
Charges that Leighton improperl 

y 

a nnved him from the position. 

elson also has petitioned FCC to 

review | 
7 stock control of the station. 

tet, indicated the case which 

elson brought against Leighton 


would be continued in the state su- 


Preme court, 


manager of WSNY, 


eighton‘s actions in gain- 





Cleve. Pools Air Talent 


Clevetand, Jan. 18. 

Cleveland’s AM stations are pool- 
ing talent for a major campaign 
'to raise the city’s $300,000 quota 
for the March of Dimes. Under the 
plan, stations signoff at midnight 
and audiences will be asked to 
tune in station remaining on the 
_air with the drive promotion. 

Each of the cooperating stations 
|has been given one night each to 
| promote March of Dimes drive 
ifrom the midnight-on period, sign- 
|\off coming only when _ pledges 
| stopped coming into the station. 

Pinky Hunter, WHK program di- 
rector, is in charge of radio com- 
; mittee, which includes Reg Merri- 
|dew, WGAR; Jake Hines, WTAM; 
Lawrence. Webb, WJW, and Sam 
|Sague, WSRS. AFRA and Musi- 
|cian’s Union also cooperating. 


3706 Loss To 


} 
! 
| 
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~ Meyers in Sale 


Of WINX (D.C) 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

One of the heaviest postwar los- 
ses taken in the sale of a radio 
station was revealed here today 
(Tues.) in a _ formal 
| filed with the FCC by the Washing- 
|ton Post to sell WINX, its AM indie 
| outlet, to William A. Banks, owner 
of WHAT, Philadelphia, for $130.,- 
000. Post paid $500,000 for the 
station in 1944 and has since in- 
| vested approximately $100,000 for 
boosters in suburban sections. 
| The newspaper simultaneously 
filed for transter of WINX-FM for 
$160,000 to WTOP, former CBS 
owned-and-operated outlet, in 
which the Post recently purchased 
a majority control for $875,000. 





} 
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| In 3006 MOD Drive 


| months. 


SMALL NATIONS 





By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 


Mexico City, Jan. 18. 

Uncle Sam’s plea for divvying 
up scarce shortwave bands among 
some 60 nations will be formally 
released to delegates at the Inter- 
natronal High-Frequency  Broad- 
casting Conference here tomorrow 
(19). The event marks a crucial 
point in the parley since it is the 
first alternative put forth to an 
elaborate and completely unaccept- 
able allocation of DX ether which 
the Russians have been trying to 
sell the delegates for the past two 


U.S., like the Russian plan, must 


| fall short of giving most countries 
the shortweve epectrum they are 


|! requirements calling for a total of | 

13,000 hours. As a result, the U. S. | 
| blueprint must cut demands of the | 
| big three—U. S., United Kingdom | 


demanding. So from here on, it is 
anyone’s guess whether the confer- 
ence will break up pronto or end 
in some sort of agreement by the 
target date of Feb. 1. 


The present shortwave spectrum | 


at best can accommodate 5,500 
hours of DX airers a day, but the 
60 countries have put in minimum 


|and the Russian bloc—as well as 
| pare down request of Latin Ameri- 


|ecan and other small countries. 


The 


| Latinos and small European coun- 


| but 


ithem hard too. 


tries outside the curtain are solidly 
opposed to the Russian allocation 
may be disappointed when 
they find the U. S. plan will hit 


put it, short of a miracle, it’s no 


| longer possible to make two loaves 


application | 


and five fishes feed a multitude. 
Latinos Dislike Cost 


Yankee engineers burnt the mid- 
night oil to get their plan out this 
week after the Brazilian delegation 
—speaking for most Latin-Ameri- 
can countries—served notice that 
they were ready to pack their bags 

(Continued on page 34) 





Radio-Shy NAM 


| Post said it was taking over WINX- | 
'FM to enable WTOP to start FM 


service immediately, through re- 


| linquishing its conditional license | 


grant for WTOP-FM. 

The newspaper listed the re- 
placement cost of its FM property 
at $176,000. The FM station was 
established after the Post acquired 
WINX. Along with the applica- 
tions, the Post requested the FCC 
to approve the transfer without 
formalities of going through the 
!AVCO procedure, which requires 

(Continued on page 35) 


P&G Topped CBS 


“48 Purse List 


Procter & Gamble, with billings 
totaling $8,055.361, was the top 
client spender on CBS during °48, 
with Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample 


($6,327,912) tops :mong agencies. 
| TOP 10 ADVERTISERS 


|Procter & Gamble .....$8,055,361 
‘Campbell Soup 4,689,818 
|Lever Bros. 3,883,595 
‘General Foods 2,955,625 


‘American Home Products 2,259,824 








|\Liggett & Myers ....... 2,180,766 
Saeco 1,946,971 
|General Electric ....... 1,828,226 
{Armour & Co. ....---++-> 1,825,611 
Ce eer ee 1,690,887 


| TOP 10 AGENCIES 


'Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
| Sample .......- 
Young & Rubicam 
‘Foote, Cone & Belding . 
Ward Wheelock 


... $6,327,912 

. 6,207,510 
5.647.380 
4.689.818 


ED 24. ve be veseewes 3.583,717 
‘Compton. ...-+eeeees 3.272.123 
'Newell-Emmett .....--- 2,609,910 
Benton & Bowles ....-- 2,595,419 
‘Ruthrauff & Ryan ..... 2.458.280 


|MeCann-Erickson 


Mulls Top Show 


The National Assn. of Manu- 
facturers, up to now radio-shy as 
regards allocating budget funds for 
institutional advertising, is plan- 
ning to earmark $1,500,000 a year 
for a top-budgeted nighttime net- 
work show. NAM’s agency, Ben- 
ton & Bowles, is in process of audi- 
tioning a 30-minute weekly musi- 
cal series with Andre Kostelanetz 
and Gladys Swarthout, with a dif- 
ferent musical student from one 
of the U. S. colleges to guest 
weekly on a commercial fee basis 
in a bid to showcase promising 
new _ talent. Tentative title of 
show is “Music America Loves.” 

NAM as yet hasn’t definitely 
committed itself on the show, with 
a final decision expected next 
Wednesday (26) at the January 
board meeting, when the annual 
NAM budget comes up. Prior to 
that time, the public relations 
policy committee of NAM will pass 
judgment on embracing radio, as 
well as newspapers and magazines, 


in telling the NAM _ story to 
America. i 
Fact that the organization is 


lending an attentive ear to radio 
for the first time since its incep- 
tion, stems from the present man- 
aging directorship of Earl Bunt- 
ing, who moved into the post last 
May. Bunting is the first radio- 
minded man to step into the high 
NAM echelon. He is the former 
prexy of O'Sullivan Rubber Co., 
and it’s recalled that when he took 
over the reins of the NAM presi- 
dency in 1947, he was responsible 
for the sponsorship of Leon Hen- 
derson on the air. 


Plan is merely to use an “NAM | 


Presents” opening tagline for the 
show, with 200 words of strictly 
institutional copy third way 
through the show. At the end 
there will be a one-minute cut-in 
to project grass-roots thinking via 
local manufacturers. 
Network has still to be chosen. 


RUSS, U.S. SNARL DX POWWOW 





The tragedy is that the | 


As one delegate | 


Broadcast Time Sales Go Into A 
Reverse for 3d Quarter of 1948 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Broadcast time sales went into 
a reverse in the third quarter of 
1948, on the basis of partial figures 
released last week by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 
| CBS racked up business of $15, 
772,000, contrasted with $16.087.- 
'000 in the second quarter. How- 





Platters That Pop 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 
Sev Widman, disk jockey, 
will switch Feb. 1 from WMIN 
to WDGY, reportedly because 
he refused to quit munching 


popcorn while at the micro- ever, there were time sales of $23,- 
phone. 146,000 in the third quarter of 
Widman, who left KSTP | 1947 (including an extra week). 


some time ago after an inci- | 
dent in which he heckled Vir- 


ABC revenues fell from $9,693,- 
{000 in the second quarter to $7,- 


ginia Mayo, screen actress, [376,000 for the third quarter. 
was warned about popcorn ;|RCA turned in an overall figure 
habit by Frank Devaney, {which includes not only NBC 


WMIN manager, Devaney said, 
but kept on munching. Deva- 
ney said he didn’t actually fire 
Widman. 

Story also circulates. that 
Widman annoys superiors dur- 
ing conferences by putting his 


| broadcasting, but also the manu- 
| facturing end of the business. The 
| total was $80,733,000 for the third 
| quarter, well behind the $87,701,- 
|000 for the second quarter, but 
/more than $10,000,000 improvement 
| over the third quarter of 1947. 


| feet on their desks. - the radio and television set 
we. : | production business, sales for 13 
whet "ais BA pas get Be companies amounted to $249,651,- 


000 for the third quarter of 1948. 
This was off from the $262,021,000 
of the second quarter, but well 
| ahead’ of the $217,424,000 racked 
| up during the third quarter of 
} 1947. 

| The RCA figure given here was 
|somewhat misleading. The same 
figures as in the broadcasting to- 
|tals were used. Hence, the figure 
|includes not only manufacturing, 


Atlass Buys 

| | but also the NBC times sales. 

| Indication is that Philco drew 
| | ahead of RCA in manufacturing 
| during the period. The Philco fig- 


|ures amounted to $69,539,000 of 
| Sales in the third quarter of 1948; 

| $65,956,000 in the second quarter; 

;and $49,267,000 in the third quar- 

Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Ralph Atlass of Chicago may add 
KLAC in Hollywood to his radio 
holdings after the FCC has ap- 


| ter of 1947. 
proved Warners’ package buy of | 


Chevalier Show 
stations, one of them KLAC-TV. | Set for Mutual 


| Understood deal is set, even to the | 
price, around $450,000, subject to 
Maurice Chevalier will star in a 
half-hour transcribed variety show 


the commission’s approval. Atlass 
is owner of WIND in Chicago. 

Under FCC policy on dual over the Mutual net starting March 
ownership in the same market,']> according to Samuel C. Pierce, 
Warners would have to dispose Of who is writing and producing the 

upcoming airer with William Rob- 
son, who has just checked out of 


one of its Hollywood stations, and 
it is considered certain that KFWB 
CBS, on the Coast, to do the series. 
While bankrolling details are 


will be retained. Deal with Atlass 

is reported to have been wrapped 

up last week at a meeting here’ ji) ; han kha 

with Don Fedderson, manager of still smoomprele . s understood thet 
: . - the program will either be backed 

the Thackrey stations here and in 9) the web by one sponsor or will 

Frisco, and Col. Nathan Levinson, | he seid on & co-op haaie , 

representing Warners. Understood | . “tag 


desk.’ Regarding popcorn, he 
said, “We don’t have any pop- 
corn sponsors. He should try 
to chew on something made by 
a sponsor.” 











“ ; ; Prior to sailing ; ‘is, Sat- 

that Fedderson will be retained as urday (15). on Ce eee 
‘ r of the two Warner sta-|,. °° : : ¢ 
roa = | Pierce revealed that he previously 


‘had prepared a sample tape re- 
corded stanza built around Cheva- 
lier in an earlier trip to France. 
On the strength of the initial cut- 
ting it was decided to go ahead 
with the venture. 

Pierce, who was accompanied by 
his wife and family, expects to be 


P&G Heads NBC 
away about a year. Robson also 


5 e * 
A8 Coin List pect 
sailed on the Caronia. Chevalier 


Procter & Gamble, with its flock deal was set through the comedi- 
of daytime soapers and its Red 4n’s personal rep, Arthur Lesser, 
Skelton-"“Truth or Consequences”- following the usual preliminary ne- 
“Life of Riley” nighttime airers on 80tiations. All shows will be tape 
the web, was the top NBC spender recorded. In keeping with the 
among advertisers on NBC during Variety format, other French talent 
1948, with total annual billings of Will also be woven into the airer. 
$5,100,000. 


Among agencies, Dancer, Fitz- NBC MULLS 9-WAY 


gerald & Sample (as in the case 
cies buving time onNBC. with to:| SPREAD FOR BURROWS 
tal billings of $9,000,000. Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


m NBC is mulling a two-way 
TOP 10 ADVERTISER ope : 
radio-v show J 'S, 

Procter & Gamble $5,100,000 adio-video show for Abe Burrow 


who has been missing from the air- 








Sterling 4,000,000 | janes ‘as a regular since his CBS 
General Foods 2,800,000 | Listerine program last season. 
Miles 2,224,000 | Meanwhile, there are some spon- 
Colgate 2,170,000 | sorship nibbles on a late afternoon 
Liggett & Myers 1,920,000 | cross-the-board AM show, which 
Amer. Tobacco 1,850,000 | Burrows is angling as a tape-re- 
Amer. ge Prod. 1,600,000 | corded showcase 

General Mills 1,520,000 | ote sytem ‘ i 
Kraft 1'400000 | Burrows is punctuating nitery 


| engagements with work on a book, 
Top 10 agencies, with billings He opens at the El Rancho Vegas, 
ranging from $9,000,000 to $3,000,- Las Vegas, tomorrow (19). then 
000, were, in the following order,| goes to Minneapolis Feb. 11 and 
Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample; J., St. Louis Feb. 25. 
Walter Thompson, Benton & Bow-| Burrows does a couple of guest 
les, BBD&O, Wade, Biow, Newell- | shots on the Bing Crosby-Philco 
Emmett, Young & Rubicam, Duane | show, the first one coming up Jan, 
Jones and Lee Burnett. ' 26. 
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FCCH 


Par Claims; CBS, 


A. 


indering TV Advance by Ceilings, 


NBC Back Pix Co. 





Washington, Jan. 18. + 

Paramount Pictures yesterday 
(17) charged the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission is hindering | 
the development of television by 
its limitation on the number of sta- 
tions a single interest may own. | 
The Commission’s projected ceiling | 
of five was also opposed by CBS. 
and NBC as premature and arbi- 
trary. 

At oral arguments before the 
Commission on its proposed 


} 
{ 


UA’S ‘SCANDAL’ BRINGS 
$85 PER TV STATION 


First feature film to be released 
for television by the new United 
Artists TV department, “A Scan- 
in Paris,’ brought in only 
about $85 per station. Admiral! 
Radio, which bankrolled the trans- 
mission on the combined NBC- 
TV and DuMont webs Friday 


multiple ownership rules on radio | (14) night, paid $2,000 for the one- | 
and video stations, Duke Patrick, | chot booking but the fact it was| 
counsel for Par, challenged the | carried by 24 video outlets brought 


Commission’s power to invoke a 
restriction dealing with monopoly 
or anti-trust questions. He argued | 
that it is now impossible to stay | 
whether ownership of a given num- | 
ber of television outlets will con- 
stitute a monopoly irrespective of 
the type and location of the sta- 
tions. 

Patrick brought up the pending 
litigation in the courts involving | 
divorcement of theatres from pic- | 
ture producers. It is a distinct pos- | 
sibility, he said, that Par may be 
required to dispose of certain of 
its theatre properties, which would | 
entirely change the situation re- | 
garding its television applications. 
He said a situation could arise 
whereby Par’s interest in commer- 
cial video might be vested in a} 
single company, Paramount Tele- 
vision Productions, Inc., which is 
not engaged in the theatre busi- 
ness but has one television station 
and a pending application for an- 
other. If separated from Par, the 
theatre companies would stand on 
their own feet, he said. 

Patrick contended the Commis- 
sion is attempting to impose limita- 
tions on ownership in a field which 
has_ not 
where a single operation is profit- 
able. Adoption of such restrictions 
at this time, he said, would create 
unnecessary individual hardship 

(Continued on page 33) 








y Vaudeo Shows Now 


ate, WKRC, towers, ; , 


Facing an Additional 
Burden of Boniface Fee 


Newest wrinkle vaudeo talent 
booking cropped up last week with 
the “aul and Paulette Trio con- 
tract with the Texaco Star Thea- 
tre for last night’s (Tues.) show. 
Texaco paid N. Y. Latin Quarter 
operator Lou Walters $200 for per- 
mission to use the trio on that 
show. 

Walters’ position is that while 
an act works in his cafe, he has 
exclusive rights on its services. In 
the case of Paul and Paulette 


Trio, Walters feels that he should | 


be compensated for loss of their 
services for one show. However, 
even if telecast time doesn’t con- 


yet reached the point) 


the price per station down con- 
siderably. 

Released theatrically by UA in| 
1946, the film was produced by 
Arnold Pressburger and _ starred 
George Sanders and _ the late 


‘Gulf Road Show’ Turning 
Into College Showcase 


Bob Smith’s “Gulf Road Show,” 
which has operated as a quasi- 
vaudeo program since its incep- 
tion last year, takes on a new 
format Feb. 3. At that time, Smith 
will turn the show into a talent 
showcase for college students and 
has already lined up Yale, Colum- 
bia and New York Univ. to supply 
the talent for the first three edi- 
tions. 

Program remains in the Thurs- 
day night 9 to 9:30 slot on the 
NBC-TV web under Gulf Oil spon- 
sorship. Agency is Young & Rubi- 
cam, 


NBC, Film Brass 





Coast Expects as Good TV as in East: 
To Benefit by New York's ‘Mistakes’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Hollywood's television problem 


B’WAY LEGITERS TO PLUG i sri 
MARCH OF DIMES ON TV 


‘ions of video’s key men, who aired 

their views at a luncheon of the 

Special television show to plug ce igaetee Line pga was pretty 
he March of Dimes campaign, in-|™MuCcn established, however, that 
posthencct some of the top talent | the development of talent in all 
from current Broadway clicks, has | facets of the operation, and more 
|advertising dollars to improve the 


been set by CBS-TV for Saturday | quality of programming, will 

) , get 
(22) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Show, | high priority in the worry depart. 
to originate from the stage of the! ent 





Maxine Elliott theatre, N. Y., will 


Klaus Landsberg, KTLA chief- 


be produced by Barry Wood. itain, dropped a few bombshells 
Either Rudy Vallee or Thomas | among the rattling of dishes when 





Huddle on Vidpix 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 





Carole Landis. It’s been com- 
pletely played out theatrically, 
thereby making it possible for UA 
to make it available for tele. 


AGVA in Tiein 
On 126 Vauder 


First television variety show in- 
corporating a direct tiein with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has been packaged” by Radio Ar- 
tists Corp. and is now being of- 
fered to prospective clients. Hour- 
long program, carrying a weekly 
budget of $10,000-$12,000, will at- 
tempt to recreate the true two-a- 
| day vaude, with a complete lineup 
| of new aets each stanza. 

Jack Bertell and Bernard L. 
Schubert, partners in the package 
outfit, are now attempting to re- 
cruit both a producer and director 
for the show from among those 
who staged vaude shows on the 
|old Keith-Albee, Loew, Pantages, 
| ete. circuits. Two top-spending ad- 
| vertisers, who now have time on 
| both the NBC and CBS webs, are 
|interested in the show and the final 
| determination of a web will de- 
pend on which sponsor buys it. 


AGVA tiein will be effected 
| through turning over a part of the 
talent budget each week to the 
_AGVA fund, similar to the way in 
| which Actors Equity now gets a 
| cut of the budget from the ‘“Philco 
| Television Playhouse” on NBC-TY. 








Baltimore—Bud Freiert named 
|to the sales staff of WAAM, indie 
| television station here. He for- 
/merly worked with the sales ‘staff 
of WFBR, local AM indie, for 
| seven and a half years. 


los 


Deal for major film studio pro- 
duction of features exclusively for 
NBC’s tele net is being talked here 
| by network and picture execs. NBC 
| brass, here for the takeoff of the 
chain’s Hollywood telestation 
KNBH, Sunday (16), are huddling 
also on the availability of old films 
|for TV. 

Net’s video topper Eidney N. 
| Strotz and Hal Bock, KNBH man- 
| ager, are piloting the web’s toppers 
|around the studios. In the group 
'are Charles V. Denny, exec veepee; 
John R. Royal, program develop- 
ment veepee; Norman Blackburn, 
national program manager, and 
O. B. Hanson, v.p. in charge of en- 
| gineering. 


CBS Shifts Amsterdam 
Show in New Cable Setup 


CBS television, in a group of 
| program time changes to get shows 
/on the newly-opened east to mid- 
west cable, has slotted the “Morey 

Amsterdam Show” in the Mon- 
| day night 9 to 9:30 segment. Show 
|was formerly aired Friday nights 
|at 8. ‘““‘What’s It Worth?” previous- 
ly aired Friday nights from 8:35 
| to 9, is now slotted in the Tuesday 
night 9:30 to 10 segment, and 
| “People’s Platform,” 
aired Fridays from 9 to 9:30, is to 
;be seen henceforth on Mondays 
|from 9:30 to 10. 
| Other shows now aired on the 
‘cable are ‘“‘That Man Godfrey and 
|His Friends,” “The Goldbergs,” 
| Tournament of Champions boxing 





|matches, “Toast of the Town,” 
|\“Lucky Pup,’ “CBS Television 
News” and “Vanity Fair.” Web 


; plans to add other shows to the 
| cable time it has been allocated 
| as soon as arrangements are com- 
| pleted and will also begin soon to 
| transmit midwest-originating pro- 
grams to the east. 











Tele Chatter 


fiict with the nitery display, Wal- | 


ters says that any act wanting to. 


do a teleturn will have to get 
sponsor or network to compensate 
the cafe for act’s circulation out- 
side his club. 

Walters says that other cafe 
owners will follow his stance re- 
garding doubling on video. 

Walters anticipates no difficulties 
with the American Guild of Variety 
Artists since an act’s AGVA con- 


tract gives him jurisdiction in the | 


variety field while he pays them. | 
AGVA, so far, regards vaudeo as | 
still being in the variety field. 

It’s seen that if other cafe own- | 
ers follow Walters’ lead, vaude | 
costs will go up considerably. Since 
many top acts double, an additional | 
cut to bonifaces will add to variety | 
shows’ costs. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





° e 9 e | 
Cincy Skyline’s Facelift — 
Cincinnati, Jan. 18. | 

Tele transmitters have given | 
Cincy’s skyline a facelifting, three | 


of them now dominating the ridge! .. 


of one of the burg’s famed seven | 
hills and closest to the downtown 
section, whose skyscrapers, includ- 
ing the 55-story Carew Tower, are 
reduced to basement proportions. 

Mortimer C. Watters, general 
manager of the Scripps-Howard 
WCPO, says the tower for its video 
station, which is nearing comple- 
tion, will be 576 feet fall and 1,400 
feet above sea level, giving it an/| 
edge of a few feet over Crosley’s | 
WLWT and the Times-Star affili- | 


|dramatizing a 











New York 


“Riddle Me This,” half-hour quiz 
'show sponsored Sunday nights on 
| WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.), now car- 
'ried on CBS-TV’s five-station east- 
}ern network. ..WBEN-TV (Buffalo) 
|added to the CBS-TV web.. .‘‘Cam- 
‘ano, An Accordion” being fed to 
| DuMont affiliates in the 12:30 to 1 

-m. across-the-board segment, 
with General Mills continuing to 
sponsor the Ted Steele show on 


|WABD IN. Y.) only at that time... 


N. Y. Daily News’ sports editor 
Jimmy Powers announcing pickups 
of the Golden Gloves tournament 
over the News’ WPIX...Post Pic- 
tures, N. Y. indie film distributor, 
peddling three two-reelers pro- 
duced by William Cameron Men- 
zies.. Elaine Stritch and Edward 
Holmes now playing the leads in 
DuMont’s comedy series, “Growing 
aynes’...John Harvey set for 
lead in the “Colgate Television 
Theatre” roduction of “A Hus- 
band’s Rights” Jan. 31 on NBC-TV 
Judge Anna Kross signed for 
“Home Term Court,” tele show 
municipal court 
packaged by Noel Wesley Associ- 
ates...“Horn and Hardart Chil- 


| dren’s Hour” set for simultaneous 
| AM-TV airing Sundays at 10:30 to 
|11 a.m. starting Jan. 30 over WNBC 


and WNBT. ..Patsy Kelly, now ap- 
pearing with Fred Keating at 
Spivy’s Roof, signed for a group of 


| video comedies to be produced by 
ABT Television...Ralston Purina | 


offering a toy replica of an RCA 
video set as a premium giveaway 


{jon the Tom Mix radio show... { 


era Headlines” and “A Girl, A Pi- | 


| Television Fund directorate voted 
/an initial dividend of 10c. per 
‘share, payable Feb. 15 to rec- 
|ord of Feb. 5...Next meeting of 
| the National Television Film Coun- 
(cil scheduled for tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night at the Brass Rail, N. Y. 
| eatery. American Television So- 
ciety prez Charles J. Durban is 
guest speaker...James Warwick’s 
meller, “Blind Alley,” | already 
staged both in legit and films, set 
| for CBS-TV’s “Studio One” Jan. 30 
...Film feature on the General 
Motors Auto Show, slated for the 
Waldorf-Astoria Jan. 20-27, sched- 
uled for transmission on the full 
CBS-TV web Jan. 24... Bunin Pup- 
pets featured in CBS-TV’s “Lucky 
| Pup” show scheduled for appear- 
ances on the stage of two Queens 
theatres Feb. 5. 

Rita Colton, recent Life mag 
cover girl on the basis of her tele 
appearance on ABC-TV’s “Holly- 
| wood Screen Test,” cast in an in- 
/genue role in “Pride and Preju- 





| dice” on next Sunday’s (23) pre-| 


| sentation of the “Phileo Television 
| Playhouse” on NBC-TV ... Film 
star Charles Korvin co-starring 

with Luise Rainer on “Chevrolet 
| Tele-Theatre”’ Monday (24) 
| NBC-TV 





Hollywood . 
IMPPRO toppers, Harlan Thomp- 
_Son, Herb Strock and Paul Garri- 
son, inked contracts with Noel Gur- 
ney retaining him as “special rep- 
resentative” in all business matters 
pertaining to production and dis- 
(Continued on page 34) 


formerly | 


Mitchell will emcee. Already set|he declared that television should 
‘to participate are Henry Fonda take the place of radio 100%, and 
from “Mister Roberts,’ Betty Jane | daytime programming is ready for 
| Watson from “As the Girls Go,” | early development. He said his sta- 
Bill Skipper and Sandra Deel from | tion would have matinee shows be- 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shirley | fore year’s end. 

|Booth from “Goodbye, My Fancy”| Landsberg said that filmed re- 
|and David Atkinson from “Inside! cordings are 10 times better than 
|U.S.A.” Web is currently lining up | live coaxial, that the.quality suffers 
|additional performers from the |in the cabled transmission. He said 
'easts of “Kiss Me, Kate,” “Along| KTLA’s recording equipment 
| Fifth Avenue” and “Lend an Ear.” | would be in operation by end of 
| the week and that shows will be 


distributed much the same as Para- 
| ° 9 mount sells and releases its films. 
Writers eatre KNBH’s Hal Bock called on the 
tele industry to develop its own 
i'talent and added that the NBC 

Co-op in H wood 
p lat this time, said Haan Tyler, of 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. |KFI-TV, are programs that can be 
Establishment of a cooperative put on the air with a minimum of 
{rehearsal time so that advertisers 


station would take an aggressive 
Fat ont Cy > > _— a fai | i 
Writers’ Theatre for Television to than dise 





{lead in bringing new performers 
‘can be attracted rather 


|into video. Tele’s pressing need 
function in much the same way | couraged. He told of a clinic being 





that the American Society of Com- | established at the station to de- 
posers, Authors and Publishers Velop new accounts. Tele should 
have more hours on the air, he 


|acts for songwriters, was set last |“: 
|'week by a group of Hollywood |opined, and he concurred with the 
iscreen writers. Theatre is to han-| thers that the quality of Coast 
‘dle tele properties under an ar- |Video is as good or better than 
'rangement similar in part to the _ what is being telecast in the east. 
|standard Broadway  playwright’s | Talent on Assembly-Line? 


ad Sesh afer i: | Carleton Winckler, program 
OF ASCAP. ee Pe Pee |head of KTSL, said that the new 


| : . |stations coming on the air have 
| Dickering is already under way | forced everyone to step faster to 
|with an undisclosed network for | meet the competition. He says they 
|exclusive video rights to all mate- | have worked on the trial-and-error 
|rial of the Writers’ Theatre. Thea- | system and know a bad show when 
tre will retain tele rights, with all | they see one. Harry Witt of KTTV 
other rights reverting to the |told of the advantages of sharing 
writer. Plan calls for a long-range 
licensing program, with a sliding | Times). 

|scale percentage of payment, in-| ABC’s Richard Goggin said that 
cluding maximum participation in | tele’s biggest mistake is to work 
corporation profits in addition talent on an assembly-line basis. 
_to specific individual earnings.|Once a week, he averred, is too 
| Writers are to be paid for each | often and five-a-week is suicide. 
| property, with additional payment | He said it would be fatal to ape 
| to be made for each station using | radio. Tele needs constant change 
material in addition to the primary |and those who appear too often 
| station. Portion of the fees will | will only burn themselves out with 
|go into the Theatre’s kitty for) the viewers, he declared. Don 


ownership with a newspaper ‘L. A, ° 


on | 


later sharing, a la ASCAP. 


Incorporated into the group’s 
bylaws are complete protection for 
an author’s material in its original 
form and a continuing participa- 
tion by the author in development 
and presentation of his material. 
Officers” include Emmet Lavery, 
prexy; John Larkin and Paul 
| Radin, veepees; Jerry  Horkin, 
| treasurer, and Allen Rivkin, sec- 
retary. 


WNBT, N.Y., Swinging Into 
Line as Daytime Video 
Airing Gains Momentum 


Daytime television, tried and 
proved commercially successful by 
the DuMont network, is apparent- 
ly here to stay. Latest web to join 
the ranks is NBC-TV, which re- 
vealed p'ans to back up its daily 
curtain time on WNBT, key N. Y. 
flagship, 
p.m. to 3 p.m. New schedule, 
forerunner of full daytime opera- 
tions, tees off Feb. 1, with plans 
calling for the station to take the 
air at noon soon afterwards. 

Disclosure of the WNBT plans 
| follows by a week those for WJZ- 
TV, the ABC web's N. Y. outlet, 








mid-February a two-hour morning 
show slanted mainly for house- 
wives. Titled “Market Melodies.” 
'the WJZ-TV show will feature 


ences, together with guest inter- 
views and recorded music. WNBT 
has lined up a string of performers 
to take over, including health edu- 
|cation expert Claire Wann, actress 
|Bess Johnson, who’!! conduct a 
/woman’s club show, and Maria 
Cimino of the N. Y. Pubic Library, 
_who’ll present literary classics for 
|moppet viewers. 





from the present 5:30) 


which is seheduled to launch in| 


special services for femme audi-| 


Forbes, appearing for KLAC-TV in 
the absence of Don Fedderson, in- 
dicated his station would concen- 
trate on sports. 


It Costs $1,000 Daily 
To Run Tele Station, 
NAB’s Survey Shows 


Washington, Jan. 18. 


The National Assn. of Broad- 
/casters last week estimated the 
|average minimum cost of operat- 
|ing a mythical metropolitan tele- 
‘vision station at $356,000, or 
| approximately $1,000 a day. The 
| estimate was based on a schedule 
/of 31% hours a week, employing 
network, film, remote and studio 
programs. 


In a report prepared for mem- 
bers who contemplate entering the 
| television field, NAB said that out- 
‘lays of $1,000 a day are not un- 
common among existing stations. 
A breakdown of the estimate 
showed an expense of $80,000 
annually for 14 hours per week of 
network programs, $65,000 for 
seven hours of film, $60,000 for 
seven hours of remote telecasts, 
and $80,000 for 31% hours of studio 
shows. Another $55,000 is shown 
for transmitter operation for 50 
hours a week (includes 18!2 hours 
of test pattern) and $3,000 is ear 
marked for _ studio-transmitter 
link. 

By applying the formula used in 
arriving at its estimate for 4 
ietropolitan class station, NAB 
stated, an annual operating cost of 
slightly more than $100,000 can 
also be shown. But such an ex 
pense would provide for “a S€ 
'verely restricted operation with 4 
|community-class transmitter a? 
/no programming source but net- 
| work,” the report said. 
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$10,000,000 SPORTS GATE NEAR 


Overdoing It 


While the jury is still out, the guess here is that somebody has 
pooted one in sending Arthur Godfrey to the post twice a week 
on television. The basis for this pessimistic crystal gazing is the 
tremendous rate at which video eats up material and talent. 
Triple that of radio. And there’s too much radio in Godfrey’s 
second program. That’s another reason. There’s too much radio 
in almost all video live shows from vaudeo to sports. 


Godfrey starts the week Monday nights with his half hour for 
Lipton’s Tea and bounces right back Wednesday night doing a 
full hour for Chesterfield cigarets. This second session looms as 
the trouble maker. It’s a lot of Godfrey and added to the Monday 
night shindig it’s more than enough Godfrey regardless of what 
segment of the network either program covers. On the Lipton 30 
minutes Godfrey is backed by the professional talent opportunity 
tryouts. There are people to be displayed, things happen, things 
move and it is on and off in a half hour. The Wednesday night 
60 minutes is merely a transfer of Godfrey’s morning AM show 


for its same sponsor, routined and photographed as she -plays. | 


The mistake is figuring that television is radio or close enough 
for Lil’ Arthur to push anything across. 


Where the Chesterfield presentation stubs its toe is in its ram- 
blin’ and amblin’, taking its time while depending too much on 
Godfrey. Everybody does just about what they do mornings ex- 
cept that now it’s in front of a camera, and this won’t do at all 
because an hour on tel is longer than an hour on radio. For 
instance, the support people with Godfrey. They hinder as much 
as help. Neither the boy nor girl vocalists know how to handle 
themselves in front of the camera, the quartet groups itself 
around a mike and the orchestra laughs at Godfrey’s “locals.” 
There isn’t enough animation on or in the show. But not even 
the liberties allowed Godfrey in his informality should permit 
him to display and prolong into a bit a small model privy labeled 
“Arthur Godfrey’s Office” with “three desks inside” as he re- 
marked and held up to show. All right, so it was funny in the 
saloons. Say that Mom and Pop and the kids (if the modern 
youngster recognizes a privy from the outside) laughed at it. 
Neyertheless this is bathroom comedy and television is coming 
into the home on a plane never reached by radio. So what about 


the girl entertaining her beau? They decide to watch Arthur, 
Godfrey and he pulis out a privy for them to look at. Cute. How | 
many couples has radio embarrassed with its laxative commer- | 


Cials? 


However, the point here is not the question of judgment or taste, 
CBS will take care of that, the object is to bring out that a per- 
former can queer himself in television by being on too long or too 
often. A bad show simply hastens the process. Another theory, or 
guess, is that the smartest thing Milton Berle could do right now 
is take himself off the Texaco show. Despite the recently gained 
mid-west network Berle wili always be a welcome program addi- 
tion out there while the east has now seen him for 33 weeks. That’s 
a lot of weeks at the Colonial or Riverside and is there so much 
difference? The exiting might be good while they would be asking, 
“What happened to Berle?” “When’s Berle coming back?” He has 
long since been repeating bits, pieces of business, gags, and has 
fallen into the same set introductory phrases in bringing on the 
other acts. That’s not all Berle’s fault. It's those 33 weeks. Maybe 
it is time for a rest. 


Then what about Lanny Ross? He’s been on the Swift show 43 


weeks. That’s longer than Berle, yet the comparison is not good | 


because Ross gives a different type of performance. He is quiet, 
pleasant, ‘and sings a nice song where Berle explodes. Still, Ross is 
another who should watch himself in this respect. 


It could be that the “time to get lost” idea may be best applicable 
to the “names” who make or break television shows. But it is some- 
thing for every performer to keep in mind. The day also could be 
approaching when sponsors who sign for 26, 39, or 52 weeks may 
Present two or three different programs within the period of that 


Same contract. Why? To get that change of pace and play the ace | 


talent close to the vest. Such is television and the speed with which 
it devours what it sees. 


Public Stock Issue May Be | THEATRE GUILD GETS 
Made by Lion, Formed 


; Th Guild series of televisi 
By Six N.Y, Film Execs. iakies may tab cy ‘aes 


Reports that Lion Television | the summer. Guild execs are cur- 
orp., recently organized by a/Trently dickering with two inter- 
8roup’ of six New York film execs, eSted bankrollers and confident 
may float a public stock issue were that, if they don’t sign one within 





confirmed by Earle W. Hammons, | the next couple of weeks, they'll’ 


Lion prexy, Monday (17). Ham-/|4efinitely bag one to start the 
mons declared, however, that if the | Series next fall. 
Siares are issued it won't be for| Guild ran a series of hour-long 
another year or more. | plays on NBC-TV last year as sus- 
Former Educational Pictures| tainers. It had almost set General 
prez said that Lion, with a paid-in | Foods to pick up the tab this year 
Capitalization now of slightly over | but the deal fell through when the 
$100,000. had plenty of coin to estimated budget was hiked about 
Carry out present plans for setting $5,000 weekly over the original fig- 
up video production units financ. | Ure. GF wanted to slot the show 
ing others and building shows, | in the Sunday night 8 to 9 slot on 
st progress during the pes = gy of Philco, 
st year and which staged its 
of the Ty induces ‘ail oe ‘ house” an hour later on the same 
wt web, is also believed to have helped 


(Continued on page 35) | nix the pact. 


NEW THEATRE T\ 
c¥STEM 1S HYPE 





TV SPONSOR NIBBLES 224, NBc- Plan, calls: 


“Television Play- | 


iM. Beville, Jr. 


By BOB STAHL 
That boxoffice gate of $10,000,- 


000 and over for top sports events, | 


long predicted as the end result of 
theatre television’s 
ginally anticipated through 
tem slated to sell for about $5,000 
—or about one-seventh the cost of 
the methods now in pse. 


Fact that this new system will 
thus be within the reach of many | 
indie exhibitors is expected to pro- | 
vide the final impetus to the for-| 


mation of a nationwide theatre tele 


development, | 
may occur much sooner than ori-| 
the | 
manufacture of a theatre TV sys- | 








V Coming to Grips for First Time 
With Summer Replacement Problem 


| * Television industry this year for 

ithe first time will give serious 
| MCA Vs. MCA |\thought to summer Tesinanindione 
|for some of the more expensive 
| shows on the air. Present indica- 
|tions are that some of the top 
|Hooperated programs, because of 
}an anticipated slump in viewing, 
| will either take a 13-week hiatus or 
| else undergo a drastic budget prun- 
| ing. “Philco Television Playhouse,” 
| aired Sunday nights on the NBC- 
|TV web, has already been ear- 





Those all-embracing tenta- 
cles of the Music Corp. of 
America will get tangled with 
each other tonight (Wed.). 

CBS-TV, at 10 p.m., launches 
the first of a series of boxing 
matches promoted by the 
Tournament of Champions, of 
which MCA is a 25% owner. 
At the same time, ABC-TV and 
DuMont will be carrying a | marked for the hiatus route. 
pickup from Washington of |. Despite the mushrooming growth 
President Truman’s “gala” | in receiver set circulation and net- 
celebration. most of the talent | working facilities, broadcasters are 

the audience dip 


circuit comprising hundreds of, for which is being booked di- | convinced that 

| theatres, whose accumulated b.o. rectly by MCA. Outfit, con- | will be much more pronounced 
| take would provide both exhibitors sequently, will be virtually | than it’s ever been in radio. Un- 
|and sports promoters with the big- competing with itself to snare like AM, which can still count on 
| gest gates in history. Manufacture viewers. a quota of summer listeners be- 


and sale of the sets will be the first 
|move of Arthur Levey, Scophony 
Corp. of America prez, following 
the Government’s action last week 
in throwing the Scophony patents 
on the market via a consent decree 
in the SCA anti-trust suit. 

Levey, now planning a pilot 
plant to develop the system which 
has been held back since before the 


war, has already started dickering | 


with top indie exhibs in the metro- 
politan New York area for installa- 
tion of the units in their houses. 
He huddled last week with Max A. 
Cohen, prez of the Cinema Circuit, 
whose New Amsterdam theatre on 
42d street, N. Y., has been wired 
for TV. He also plans talks with 
Si H. Fabian, recently revealed to 
have started formation of an exhib 
syndicate to promote and _ book 
sports events to theatres. 

| Home Tele Sets Angle 
Scophony system, which is equal- 
|ly. applicable for home tele sets, 
incorporates the only alternate 
method yet devised to the cathode- 
ray tube receiver. Instead of the 
|cathode-ray kinescope, Scophony 
utilizes a “supersonic” cell, based 
on a system of optical storage. 
Through storing the light in the 
cell, it’s possible, according to 
Levey, to project TV images on a 
full-sized theatre screen using only 
/carbon-are lamps for projection. 
| Thus, Levey said, in addition to 
the comparatively low cost of the 
unit, exhibs will be able to oper- 
ate the system using only their 
'regular projectionists. As a result, 
a further considerable savings will 
_be effected through elimination of 
‘the highly-trained and high- 
| Salaried technicians necessary for 
| all other theatre TV systems now 
in use. 

Levey is now mulling the feasi- 
‘bility of leasing the units to ex- 
hibitors at a small fee, instead of 
selling them outright. Whichever 
/method he decides on, he hopes to 
| get the system into operation in as 
many theatres as possible immedi- 


(Continued on page 32) 


‘NBC BUYS SCHWERIN 
TESTER FOR VIDEO 


| 
| 





| Horace Schwerin’s 
| while-you-wait” system of qualita- 
| tive audience research will be pro- 
jected into television for the first 
time in about 60 days under a deal 
set this week between Schwerin 

Plan calls for the 
elec- 
tronic recording device, to be used 
by audiences of about 75 people to 
judge a group of half-hour NBC 
video shows. 


System measures the instantane- 
ous reaction of individual viewers 
to each phase of programming. 
Thus, NBC hopes to find the an- 
swers to such current video stick- 
lers as the best screen size for 
maximum viewing pleasure, the 
preference of the public for live vs. 
film shows, the determination of 
audience viewing fatigue, ete. 
Viewers will also judge such fac- 
tors as the sequence of program-, 
ming, camera techniques and the 
type of shows that can best be 
simulcast. 

Deal was set up with Schwerin 
by NBC tele chief Carleton D. 
Smith and research director Hugh 





|cause of automobile and portable 
|sets which can be carried to the 
| beaches, tele has no such vacation 
é S é use 0 | receivers to rely on. With the ex- 

| ception of those resorts within re- 

ceiving distance of metropolitan 

* os 
Relin wish Co-ax | cause for vacationers. 

| Problem hasn't cropped up until 

now because, until 1948, there 

costing some $15,000 weekly, Mil- 

ton Berle’s ‘‘Texaco Star Theatre” 

hitting the $12,000 budget marker 





TV transmitters, tele will be a lost 

s 9 were few expensive programs on 

or a a the air sponsors to worry about. 

* 8 |Today, however, with ‘Philco” 


Midwest television viewers will 
see only the last part of President 


Truman’s pre-inaugural “gala” | 
from Washington tonight (Wed.), | 
despite the fact the committee han- 
dling the affair has made the: en- | 
tire show available to video for 
free. Complete inauguration cere- 
monies and _ parade . tomorrow 
|(Thurs.) and the Presidential Ball 
| tomorrow night, however, will be 
carried on the full east and mid- 
west networks. 

Snarl on tonight’s show ~ was 
created by NBC and CBS, both of 
whom refuse to relinquish their 
time on the east to midwest coaxial 
cable. NBC has the ‘Kraft Tele- 
vision Theatre” in the 9 to 10 p.m. 
slot. which is fed to all intercon- 
nected _ stations. CBS _ tonight 
preems its Tournament of Cham- 
pions boxing matches at 10 p.m., | 
under sponsorship of Ballantine’s. | 
As a result of the cable tieup, ABC 
and DuMont will carrw the D.C. | 


_show from its 9 p.m. curtain only | 


on their eastern webs. CBS will | 
cut in as soon as the fight is over, | 
at which time the “gala” will go/| 


on certain weeks, and other top- 
production shows costing similar 
sums, advertisers want a promise 
of full coverage. Whether “Texaco” 
remains on the air throughout the 
summer hasn’t been decided, but 
Berle will definitely take a vaca- 
tion, with less costly guests sub- 
bing if the show stays on. 

What will happen to the time 
franchises established by adver- 
tisers who decide on the hiatus is 


still a moot point. It’s expected, 
however, that they'll follow the 
same procedure as in radio, Either 


the same advertiser will slot in a 
lower-budgeted show during the 
summer months, or else give way 
to another sponsor or sustaining 
program on the guarantee he'll be 
able to recoup the franchise next 
fall. Phileco is tentatively mulling 
a new show, budgeted at about $6,- 
500, for the dog days but hasn’t yet 
decided on its format. 

Those networks carrying a full 
complement of expehsive sustain- 
ers, such as CBS-TV, may find the 


“pre-testing | 


out to the midwestern stations, | S¥U™mer an especially difficult pe- 


NBC may not carry tonight’s show | Ti0d to contend with. If no spon- 
at all. |sors are tagged for such programs 

ABC, CBS and NBC take the air | 28 the “Morey Amsterdam Show,” 
_at 11:30 tomorrow morning for a ,/he Goldbergs” and “Make Mine 
‘pickup of the inauguration cere- | Music before June, the web must 
monies and parade, planning to | decide whether to pull them for 
‘remain with the show for the full |! the summer months, which would 
on a | reduce by that much its chances of 
seven hours it’s expected to last. | coming up with a bankroller, or 


DuMont will carry the ceremonies ‘ 
from 11:30 to 12:30, then cut to its | keep them on the air to play to a 
daytime programming for an hour greatly-reduced audience. 


"50 to 4. All four webs will share CLUB 15 MAY MAKE TV 


jin the pool pickup from the ball 


‘tomorrow night, from 10 to 10:30. BOW ON DON LEE WEB 


| | Campbell's Soup’s Club 15, 
WPIX Begs Off on D.C. wiht emanates nightly from the 


SO; Hee a0 ESM ‘Gove Wesehlgah Oak Oa a 
eee ae she poh Wickets uae | Don Lee network. This string, part 
. . 'of Mutual, has been airing video 


Washington of President Truman's | performance of a.m. broadcasts 


inauguration ceremonies because | ‘ se: ne tag 
of the high per-station cost of the |SCcuPYINE, other networks, Camp 


pool, reported at about $1,600 for Lou Levy, manager of the An- 


each participant. * ly ace 
Station, which is strictly a local om ee Sw preaies 
operation, feels the cost is too high | Monday (17) to participate les ine 


in view of the fact that the same)... . 
show will be carried by the four | cussions on video tests for the trio. 


major networks’ outlets, giving G Sell P 
viewers in the N. Y. metropolitan 

area a chance to tune in on them. | ovt. to atents 
WPIX management was willing to | 











come in for the inauguration cere- 
monies only tomorrow (Thurs.) | 
morning, but gave up on that idea | 
also when the other participants re- | 
fused to pro-rate the cost. | 


MPLS. RENTAL SERVICE 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 





TV is getting into wider circula- . 


tion here as the result of set rental | 
service which some dealers have | 
inaugurated to offset slow sales. | 

Pilot portable sets are available | 


\fice of 
thrown open yesterday (17) on a 
| royalty-free, non-exclusive basis to 


On Projection Devices 


Washington, Jan. 18. 
Six patents for television image 


projection devices, held by the Of- 


Alien Property, were 


anyone who would pay $15 per 
patent. 

Title was formerly held by Man- 
fred von Ardenne, a German. List 
of the patents is available without 
cost at the Office of Alien Prop- 


ifor as low as $2.50 per week rental,! erty, Dept. of Justice, Washington, 


Wee none 


wi ditt en en. ern 
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with ‘Sonae Bex. Philip ina Co-ax Link Is Boff in Chi 
Despite So-So Work; Top 


Arlene McQuade, Larry Robin- 
son, Ruth Gilbert, Celia Adler, 

Reception in Cleveland 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 


Eli Mintz, Harry Davis, Roy 

Irving 

Writer: Miss Berg 
Producer: Worthington Miner 

Director: Walter Hart Co-ax linking of the midwest 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. television network with the east 


Sustaining 
CBS-TV, from New York 


Gertrude Berg’s longtime radio) 


package “The Goldbergs” has 
been revamped into a video pre- 
sentation by CBS, with the TV se- 
ries preeming Monday (17) in the 
8 p.m. period. With a flock of capa- 
ble actors, including Mrs. Berg’s 
return to the Molly role, and 


Philip Loeb (both of whom headed | 


up last season’s “Me and Molly” 
legit version on Broadway), and 
with Worthington Miner giving it 
a topgrade production aura, “The 


Goldbergs” in its sight-and-sound | 


revival came off on its initial pre- 
sentation as one of the top en- 
trants of the season. There’s no 
basic change in the familiar char- 
acterizations, but it’s as though a 


new dimension has been added to) 


bring them to life via the new me- 
dium. 

Despite a 17-year reign on ra- 
dio, “The Goldbergs” as video fare 
is still alive and kicking. Mrs. 


Goldberg is warm and real. On the | 
she came to} 
grips with a situation (the search | 


initial installment 
for an partment) familiar to most 
viewers, and vested the story line 
with a charm that was completely 
captivating. The characters were 
vital; the dialog smooth and in 
tune. 

One of the first situation comedy 
packages to hit the bigtime in TV, 
“The Goldbergs”’ will probably 
spark a succession. If Mrs. Berg 
can continue in the same vein, as 
in her initial installment, but keep 





brought about a new 
high here, with over 
ers estimated to have seen the 
web’s debut last Tuesday (11) 
night. Newspapers, department 
and radio stores and set manufac- 
‘turers launched an all-out promo- 
tion campaign prior to the open- 
ing, with several thousand sets 
being sold as a result. 

Reception via the cable was ex- 
cellent, but production-wise much 
of the work was below Chi stand- 
ards. Most of the camera lensing 
was static, with very few attempts 


being made to angle the shots. 
Fades, in most instances, were 
abrupt and fuzzy, with makeup 


lighting and backgrounds in many 
instances inadequate. Makeup was 
especially poor. 

While seat holders liked the 
New York fare, Milton Berle car- 
|ried off top honors with his short 
| preview of the “Texaco Star Thea- 
_tre’-show, on which he was given 
|a neat assist by Harry Richman. 
NBC-TV part of the preem is to 
be carried as a regular feature on 
the entire midwestern web. Arthur 
Godfrey and the cast of his AM 
radio show were good in the CBS- 
|TV offering, but the 15-minute bit 
showed lack of preparation, with 
Godfrey forced to overdo his usu- 
|ally top adlibbing. He also over- 
' plugged his AM sponsors. 


DuMont’s bit, featuring the new | 


Tea Steele orchestra, showed good 
production mounting but suffered 
from insufficient lighting. Best 


part of this segment was the short | 


dance turn, with the twin spot- 





“Phileo Television _ Playhouse, 
‘after its superlative job on “Cy- 
rano de Bergerac” the previous 





{Patterson Greene’s “Papa Is All.” 
'With the exception of the fine 
‘thesping turned in by  Mady 
‘Christians in the “Mama” role, 
ithe hour-long legiter was a 
‘ding, melodramatic show that 
failed to equal the presentation 
not only of the Broadway version 
from which it was adapted but 
of a previous video staging two 
years ago on “Kraft Television 
Theatre.” 

| Basically a character study of a 
'Pennsylvania Dutch family which 
revolts against the tyrannical 
father, the entire emphasis of the 
play must lie in well-rounded 
| characterizations. With the excep- 


Tele Follow-up Comment 
PEEDEEEEEAEEEEESE ODED PEEEEP EPP PHPFIPIPPI OPI OOEEEG 4444, 2 


plod- | 





{singer who knows audience values | ings evidence the sponsor was hold. 
lin any medium and gave a good | ing a tight rein on the budget. 
account of himself. Filmed plugs for Vel and Lys. 
Other highspot was. with Car- | tre-Creme Shampoo were good and 
ter, who came up with some ‘di- that filmed intro to the play via 
verting material rapidly projected. scenes of a theatre auditorium and 
His fast and brash delivery has 4 playbill was novel. Producer 


made him an important asset on made the mistake, however, of run- 
the Berle displays several times. | 28 the same auditorium sequence 
twice during the show, thereby 


Carter’s turn was capped by a fi-| i : 

‘nale in which Berle and Fatso  Pegating its usefulness. 
/Marco did a trio of three Jimmy | 
Durantes. The multiplication of | 
‘famous personalities has been a 
| sock running gag on this show. 

| One of the major disappoint- 
ments was Patricia Morison’s ap- 
|pearance. The cameras and audio 
| equipment failed to make the most 
| of her qualifications. It’s possi- 
| ble that Miss Morison in having to 
| get off-in a hurry to perform in 
the “Kiss Me, Kate” legiter may 








“Man Who Came to Dinner,” the 
George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart 
|comedy which has already clicked 
in both legit and films, achieved 
almost as much success in its video 
version Sunday (16) night in the 
|“Ford Television Theatre” series on 
CBS-TV. Tele script, adapted by 
Max Wilk and Ellis Marcus, man- 
aged to retain most of the original's 
best lines while still eliminating 
|the blue remarks, and the cast, 


tion of Miss Christians, who man-|have provided a mental hazard. 


her Molly from becoming §sac-| 
charine and also beware of setting 
her up as a plaster saint, she has 
a valuable TV property. It is cer- 
tainly a departure from tele’s pat- working, presented by American 
tern to date and a welcome addi- | Telephone & Telegraph. Difficult 


tion. it : amah’ 
z F |techknical explanation was broken 
Both producer Miner and direc-| gown into a terms in a highly- 


tor Walter Hart have utilized their | entertaining style, with the story 
show biz know-how to advantage of how a ballet originating in N. Y. 
in translating the Molly saga for is carried as far west as Wisconsin 
video. The camera work hurdled | proving both entertaining and in- 
many of its usual handicaps and | formative 

turned out a slick job of synchron- | , 
ization. The production was tele-| 
scoped to camera scale without too 


lighting creating a pleasant video 


hour-and-a-half cable preem was 


effect. Standout part of the entire | 


the short film depicting the cable’s | 


| Formal speeches of the four! 
network prexies and civic digni- | 


|taries could best have been dis-| 


aged to make her role particularly 
appealing, the rest of the cast was 
far too shallow. Carl Benton Reid, 
lrecreating his original Broadway 
irole of “Papa,” never broke out 
'of the one-dimensional limitation 
ihe set for himself in the first act. 
| Walter Starkey, as the son, and 
|Mary MacArthur (daughter of 


|Helen Hayes and Charles Mac- | 


Arthur), the daughter were 
adequate. Supporting roles were 
played by Philippa Bevans, Edmon 
Ryan, Anthony Carr and Lili 
| Valenty. 


as 


Coe was also sub-standard. Script 
ealled for no ambitious sets but 
the bleakness of the two-room 
scenery reflected Philco’s attempt 
to trim expenses after the am- 
bitious “Cyrano” production. Com- 


Lytell and Bob Stanton, this time 
with a repeat assist from. magician 
| Russell Swan, were par for 


| course. 





“Toast of the Town” 
| better-th 
iTV Sunday night 
|mainly by Rudy 
i|turn on the show. 


(16), 
Vallee’s 


| 


Her rendition of “Beguine” and a 
satire on the Mr. and Mrs. air- 
shows didn’t stamp her as video) 
material. 

There were some moments in the | 
surrounding show. Guerre’s seals | 
were satisfactory, and Ming and| 


Ling did some okay selling of hill-| 


billy songs and gags. Sid Stone’s | 
pitchman commercial was _ enliv-!| 
ened by a fast chattering femme. | 
It’s still the best sales spiel in 


|Edward Everett Horton 


production and direction were top- 


| notch. 


Only fault lay in the casting of 
as the 
vitriolic Sheridan Whiteside. Hor- 
ton did an excellent job and was 
probably as mean in the role as 
either Monty Woolley or Alexander 
Woollcott ever were. Fact that he’s 
been typed for so long as a namby- 
pamby character, however, unfor- 
tunately made his acute acidity 
difficult to absorb. Vicki Cummings 


Work of producer-director Fred | 


mercials, handled as usual by Bert | 


the 


hit aj} 
an-average clip on CBS-| 
powered 
repeat 
Climaxing a|the quiz operation. 
good layout of vaudeo items, Val-| as emcee, does an effective job in| standout. 
lee came on with an easy-going 
|rendition of “Button and Bows” 








video. }as the ham actress, Rex O’Malley as 
|Beverly Carlton and Kevin Mce- 

“Winner Take All,” CBS-TV)|Carthy as the young newspaper 
sustainer for the last six months,; editor were excellent and were 


|went commercial for the Chevro-| followed closely by Whitford Kane 


let dealers last Thursday (13)\ as the doctor and Judy Parrish 
with another well-designed sight-| as Whiteside’s secretary, Maggie, 
and-sound quiz show. Format of}Mary Wickes and John Mariotte 


the program (also aired over AM |§recreated well their original roles 
on another day) continues as aj/as the nurse and butler, respec- 
competition of wits between two tively. Zero Mostel was interesting 
| studio participants, the winner re-| in the “Banjo” part, but displayed 
|ceiving sumptuous giveaways and/a particular aptitude for scene- 
|a chance to compete again until|stealing. Production supervision, 
beaten. Chief asset of this showin the hands of Kenyon & Eckhardt 
lis the eye appeal of the brain-|tele chief Garth Montgomery, was 
lteasers as, for example, the use of | fine. Samuel Leve’s setting of the 
live models and films in the formu-! home in which Whiteside was in- 
|lation of the questions. Topnetch|terned was excellent and Ben Lud- 
plugs for the bankroller, also on|low’s scoring punched up the play’s 
film were neatly integrated into|theme. Direction by Mare Daniels 
Bud Collyer, | of both the thesps and cameras was 





keeping the show rolling at an ex- 


citing pace and keeping both the 


much resort to closeups. The de- 
tailed setting of a cluttered Bronx 
apartment was perfect, contribut- 
ing to the projection of the Gold- 


bergs in television. 
Rose. 


WONDER BOY 


With Erik Rhodes, Louise Holden, 
Harold Stone, 
Melody Masters, Claire & Sana 


Leslie Cutler, 
Writer-Director: Eddie Nugent 
Camera director: Sid Davidson 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 
“Wonder Boy” 


that’s tailor-made for 


is based on a) 
snappy and original program idea 
television. 
Designed as a-weekly series, show 
combines elements of tongue-in- 
cheek soap opera and vaudeo with | 
a story line tying everything into | 
a palatable package of varied en- 


at 


congratulatory 


|recording of ABC prez 


weak lighting. 





Experimental Chi 


co-ax. preem, 


matics. 





pensed with. A guy speaking from | 
behind a desk is poor video fare | 
the best and the way they | 
|echoed one another with the same | 
remarks and pre- 
dictions turned their stint into a 
dull piece of business. Tele-tran- 
scription of Dr. Allen B. DuMont | 


|came through okay, but the video} Thier : 
Mark |Ccrooner’s ingeniously constructed 


y 


| Woods suffered from fuzziness and | 


“Stand By for Crime,” 15-minute 
murder mystery staged by ABC- 
TV from Chicago as its part of the, 
demonstrated that | 
Chi TV’ers haven’t yet passed the 
experimental stage of video dra-| /. 
Resembling Look mag’s | Dill 
crime quiz in format, the show’! 
‘suffered from a weak story, inept “©! veh “ 
acting and the director's appar- did a neat rendition of “My 


and stayed to dominate the last 
| quarter-hour of the show. Teamed 
with Bob Evans, also spotted 
earlier, Vallee displayed some of 
‘his amateur ventriloquism with 
|nice impact. Better camera work, 
| which could have covered up Val- 
|lee’s lip movements, would have 
helped but, in any case, the 


studio audience and participants 
under control. Like the other Bill 
Todman-Mark Goodson creation, 
“Stop the Music,” this program has 
parlayed the giveaway gimmick 
into solid dialer fare. 





“Actors Studio” presented a dis- 
turbingly grim play over ABC-TV 
Sunday night (16) which, despite 
its bitter taste, rated as one of the 
top offerings of this series. Drama, 
adapted by David Shaw from “The 
Little Wife’ by William March, | 
was marked by good writing, su-| 
perb acting and clever production. | 
Tom Ewell etched a deeply mov- | 


ing portrait of 4 man who refuses | 


dummy stole the honors by doing 
everything but talking by itself. 
Still another facet of Vallee’s tal- 
ents was highlighted in an origi- 
;nal number, ‘Where To,” a full- 
'dress monolog, set to music, about | 
New York cabbies that had plenty | 
of dramatic punch. Once again, | 





(he showed as a “natural” for) . : + beh 
video. Other reprise acts on the gaa ~ ee ee | 
gong Se a with | setting for the play was a well-| 
og i N rr 0 Pabrey wl ‘designed railroad car wherein| 
ing, an anette Xabray, Who! Ewell, suppressing his sadness | 


Ideal | with a mad intensity, belabors the | 


Perry Como’s television broad- 
|casts for Chesterfield (Fri. only, 
| NBT, including repeat) have be- 
come in the few weeks since the 
first broadcast, almost models for 
similar shows. In fact, the produc- 
ers of the shows have gone from 
|; one extreme to the other. Whereas 
‘the opening video-AM simulcast 
| presented the picture of tele lenses 
| looking in on a regular broadcast, 
|last Friday’s performance, due to 
the presence of Borrah Minevitch’s 
Rascals, was strictly a video show. 
On the AM broadcast at 7 p.m., 
Como and his regular crew racked 
up a solid show. But, in Minevitch’s 
act, the byplay with the half-pint 
laugh man in the act was indistin- 
guishable. All the AM audience 
heard were those harmonicas and 
rousing audience howls which they 
couldn’t understand. Later, the 
repeat video performance brought 
it into focus. This show was ex- 
cellent. Como, by now accustomed 





tertainment. It may be that this 
rogram will crack the riddle of!,. lies 
ow to project solid video fare on | his use of the subjective camera 
a modest production nut. ‘trying to break away from the 


BP get Rell g engl ent _vaudeo stylizing of the other three 


Ing'g broad ribbing to the-"wonder  Retworks; but 15 minutes ts hardiy 
ae e Industry. | chow of any kind pay off. 

Erik Rhodes, whilom screen play- | Playwright Mare Connelly intro- 
er, holds down the role of a newly- | dueed the thaw trom . ¥ ith 
appointed TV station manager who en See . ee 


’ ‘a 3 | the web then switching to Chi for 
doesn’t know an iconoscope from the play. At the finish. the cut was 


|technique. Web rates credit for 





a _co-ax. With the plot involving | made back to N. Y. for Connelly 


Rhodes’ 


tion out of the red, series is wide 


open as to possibilities for gag) 


situations and presentation of va- 
riety acts. 

On the kickoff stanza (13), basic 
characters of the series were in- 
troduced and the major action re- 
volved around an agent, sharply 
played by Leslie Cutler, who was 
trying to sell Rhodes on a couple 
of acts. This was the pretext for 
ushering in a couple of turns by 


the Melody Masters male quartet | 


and the roller-skating team of 
Claire and Sana. 
items were moderately good, open- 
ing show committed the error of 
holding them too long. The acts 
slowed down the madcap comedy 
pace which Eddie Nugent, both as 
writer and director, imparted to 
the opening show. If Nugent can 
maintain this sharp satirical edge, 
series will prove a surefire winner. 

Rhodes performs expertly as a 
befuddled, frightened and pedantic 
character. Louise Holden, as his 
assistant, contributed one of the 
bright spots of the show with her 


lib, free-wheeling thesping style.| At the moment, the schedule snag! as endmen. 
is tying up active local progra 
| ming expansion. Because of the 
| flow of network co-ax here, 


ther players in lesser parts added 


to the all-around pleasantry. 
Herm. 


simultaneous efforts to) 
orient himself and bring the sta-| 


Although these | 


to guess the murderer. A.T.&T., 
incidentally, should do something 
to eliminate the time lag in that 
cable switching, which resulted in 
too many dead screen pauses. 


| 
j 





Cleveland Hypo 

Cleveland, Jan. 18. 
| Co-ax video is giving this area 
a hypo in programming and TV 
/set sales. NBC’s WNBK and 
Scripps-Howard’s WEWS _ wel- 
comed iast Tuesday nights’ mar- 
riage with the east with brief 
intro ceremonies and all-out prop- 
aganda. It’s the propaganda that’s 
believed responsible for hypoed 
set sales of almost 24,000 as of 
Jan. 1 and estimates that sets will 
move henceforth at a 2,000 per 
month rate. 

Co-ax reception here is_ tops. 
Network shows will give WNBK 
35 hours of. operation when all 
schedule kinks have been ironed 
out. according to TV chief Charles 
Bevis, Jr. At WEWS, the station 


ent indecision on how far to carry | “an. 


| Program opened with a_ sock 
routine by Waally Boag, trickster 
|with rubber balloons. He topped 
| off his series of stunts with a fancy 
terping routine. Two other items 
were solid comedy bits. Jean’ Car- 
|roll gave a fast spiel of gags, halt- 
‘ing at the end of each snapper for 
| the studio reaction, which was gen- 
erally loud. Evans delivered with 
|firstrate ventriloquist comedics 
that hurdled poor camera techni- 
.que in handling this sort of act. 





Milton Berle gave another top- 
flight vaudeo exhibit on “Texaco 
Star Theatre” (11) after getting off 
to a comparatively spotty start. 
Berle apparently had some trouble 
warming up—after all, it’s virtu- 
'ally impossible to start off with a 
| gag that fells the audience pronto. 
'Comic had to provide a selection 
until he came up with one that 
/served the purpose. However, the 
| combination of Berleisms and some 
|upper-category acts accomplished 
the usual Grade A result. 


| With this layout, the show in- 





| its overtime problem. It was one 
of the rare instances when layout 

| finished on the button, permitting 
the final scene to end gracefully 

ff allow the singing commercial 
nale. 


| The sock of the session was con-! the woman faced wi aC 
tained in the last half of the show! of giving énath peta . 
can pick from three other webs, via a minstrel show satire with| hated son-in-law, was far too flam-! “ 


,other passengers with constant | to cameras d i ‘e work in 
chatter about his happy household. | liglinwaod, i tee Ee goalie both 
| Unfolding via flashbacks with | vocally and otherwise, We looks 
film clips serving as bridges, story! good, and the script and mike 
,cut back to Ewell’s relationship| shortcomings so evident on_ the 
| Alth his wife and ‘mother-in-law. | opening show have been cleaned 
Although the curtain came down) up. Too, the camera work is good. 
| too abruptly, rest of the produc-| For example, numbers calling for 
| tion was smooth and well-inte-! brief interpolations in Como songs 
grated. Kim Hunter, as the wife,| by the Fontaine Sisters brought a 
also played with touching sincerity |montage of Como and the girls 








| of the lead character. 


' dicated that it has straightened out | = sow, matic tompe which: failed 


while the rest of the cast helped | 
to sustain the play’s haunting at- | 
mosphere of tragedy lurking be- | 
— the cliches of parlor car) 
alk. 





“Colgate Theatre” improved 
slightly Monday (17) night with its 
presentation of “Murder by 
Choice” on the NBC-TV web but 
the series still has far to go to 
achieve the pace and quality of 
other video dramatic shows. Chief 
trouble on round two lay in Ian 
Maxwell Smith’s adaptation of 
Robert M. Yoder’s short story, 
which attempted to relate the tale 
through the off-screen narration 
Result was 


to achieve the suspense the mys- 
tery meller should have had, in 
view of its interesting theme. 


Cast also failed to toe the line’ 





| under the faltering supervision of 


producer Vic McLeod and director 
Hal Keith. Myrtle Tannahill, as 
pice | 
her | 


delivering at the same time. 

But the show’s preducers must 
remember in handling guest acts 
that the largér audience is on AM. 





ALSOP, ASHER TO MAKE 


VIDEO PIX IN ENGLAND 


Radio producer Carlton Alsop 
and Irving Asher, long a film-maker 
with Warners in Britain, have 
joined in a venture which calls for 
production of 26 streamlined fea- 
tures for television as well as an 
unspecified number of 12!2 minute 
shorts. Films will all be made in 
England, Alsop revealed prior to 
sailing from New York Saturday 
(15) on the Caronia. Features wil 
be 27 minutes in length. ; 

While moving into the video 
field, Alsop said that he'll com 
tinue his radio activities as well as 
his work as a talent agent. Asher, 
10 also sailed on the Carona, 


that are offering approximately 30 | Benny Fields acting as interlocutor! boyant in the role and Edward| “®S with Warners for 14 years in 


hours of Chicago and N. Y. shows. 


/and Berle and Jack 


_ feeling that closed the show with 


Carter working | Cullen showed a tendency toward 
| Gags were fast and| melodrama as the doctor. Augusta| headed his own IA 
m-| corny and produced a nostalgic} Dabney and William N. Neil were | More recently he’s been rath 
a | slightly better as thé young couple. | active. Alsop expects to retur 


Britain before the war and also 
Productions. 
er in- 
n to 


;warm feeling. Fields is a superior | Sets and other production mount-'the U. S. in about two months. 


- 
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UR MAGIC WINDOW 
vith Ed Schaughency, 
Martha Briney, 
Lawrence, County Commissioner 
John Kane, Dr. Allen B. DuMont, | 
Homestead Steel Male Chorus, | 
Television Kids, 
Slim Bryant and the 
Pittsburgh Savoyards, 
and Howard, Al Schacht, Evans 
Family, Maurice Spitalny’s Orch | 
Producer-Director: James L. Cad-!| 
digan 
60 Mins., Tues., Jan. 11, 8:30 p.m. 
DuMont-WDTV, Pittsburgh 
Inaugural show of Pittsburgh's 
first television station, DuMont- 
owned WDTYV, probably served its 
chief purpose, which was to ac- | 
quaint the city with the new thing 
it had just inherited. Since set- 
owners and those who could crowd 
into public places with video 
screens had for the most part never 
lamped a TV presentation, the in- 
terest was centered more on the 
medium itself than the entertain- | 


Mary! 


ment. A good thing, too, since on| 
the latter score, “Your Magic 
Window” missed out on nearly 


every count. 

With couple of exceptions, entire 
program had the look of one of | 
those well - intentioned pageants | 
civic-minded bodies are always 
putting on, and it made for a 
pretty dull hour on the screen. Of 
course, all the dry gab between 
owner (Dr. Allen DuMont) and city 
(Mayor Lawrence) and _ county 
(Commissioner John Kane) officials 
didn’t help matters much, but then 
that’s an inevitable part of opening 
ceremonies and couldn’t be helped. 

What could have been. helped, 
however, was the quality of the 
entertainers WDTV picked for the 
teeoff. It wasn’t that all of them | 
in their own right aren’t okay per- 
formers, but put together for TV, | 
there wasn’t any consistent sock, 
and by the time the novelty itselt 
had worn off, ennui had set in. | 
Helene and Howard, comedy danc- | 
ers, came on late and delivered 
the first bonafide sock with the best | 

arts of their standard act, and | 

vans Family of four also deliv- 
ered at the finish with their flashy, 
show-wise terping. These two turns | 
were the extent of the vaude and} 
provided the only visual excite- 
ments of the inaugural. 

Expected parade of name talent 
to wrap up the tremendous tub- 
thumping for television in Pitts- | 
burgh didn’t materialize and Du- | 
Mont interests were apparently 
content to slide by as_ inex- 
pensively as possible, and put it | 
on a purely local basis, with some | 
emphasis on nationalistic groups, | 
such as the Pittsburgh Polish Fal- | 
cons doing their native polkas, a 
segment that fell flat, by the way. 
Al Schacht was brought on to do 
his baseball panto and it also 
dra8ged the layout down to a limp. 
For a strictly sports crowd, Schacht 
may be okay but his spot here was 
not only a trial but a mystery as 
well. 

For the m.c., “Your Magic Win- 
dow” had Ed Schaughency, w.k. 
Pittsburgh radio _ personality, 
dressed up as Pa Pitt, dispens- 
ing plenty of corn _ between 
numbers in one of those fatherly, 
benign voices, and Mary Martha 
Briney, singing “The Star Spangled 
Banner” to launch the show, got 
a bad break on two counts. The 
cameras kept getting her out of 
focus and the music was so loud. 
it practically drowned out her) 
voice. Official dedication followed 
Miss Briney, and male chorus of 
Homestead Steel Co. took it up 
from there for a couple of so-so) 
numbers. with Television Kids 


next. Team of hot drummer and 
accordion player was strictly ama- 
teur hour stuff. 


Falcons Preceded Slim Bryant 
and his Wildcats, hillbilly quintet 
that has a wide AM following 
locally but will have to dig up) 
something more for TV, and Pitts- 
burgh Savoyards then clicked best 
of all among the local acts with 
excerpts from “The Mikado.” Bits 
weren't staged too well but the 
voices were good and their session 
Packed a punch. 

On the whole, the DuMont debut 
~~ pretty disappointing, only from 
_ Standpoint of show, however. 
on the other hand, it’s very likely 

lat station officials realized Pitts- 
—— interest in video was at such 
ever pitch that they could have 
Froably put on an hour of natural 
fe slides and made their point. 


Mayor David L. With Jack Carter, Pick & 


| gleaned 


| gram 


| settings that 
| songs, and Jimmy Birrell’s chirp- 
| ing was perfunctory. 


/most part, on a couch. 


- it was, they didn’t quite do that, 


ul they came close. Cohen. 


KTTV’s $250 ‘Clown’ 


. Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
KTTV, Times-CBS is 
Station, will lay out $250 weekly 
for Bozo the Clown” show. Pro- 
stam is based on Capitol Records’ 
ee “Bozo” will be a half- 

’, circus iety > starri 
~ snl tena show starring 
Single circus act will be set each 
Week in addition to Colvig and a 
Magician and stooge yet to be 
set. KTTV will bring in audi- 
ence as part of program. 
Wul be canned. 





television | 


Music 


| AMERICAN MINSTRELS OF! 


194 


Pat, 
Smith & Dale, 
Nelson’s Cats, 


Estelle Sloan, 
Mary Small, 
Jimmy Birrell 


Polish Falcons,| Calgary Bros., Vie Mizzy Orch 
Wildcats, | Producer: Ed Wolfe 
Helene Director: Fred Carr 


Writer: Billy K. Wells 
Sustaining 
60 Mins., Thurs., 8 p.m. 


| ABC, from New York 


The combination of minstrelsy 


'and modern vaudeville doesn’t jell 


on the Ed Wolfe package “Ameri- 
can Minstrels of 1949.” The mix- 
ture of two eras of American 
entertainment doesn’t provide a 
workable combination in this in- 
stance. Even with an assured. 
brash and fast-talking emcee, Jack 
Carter, the show fails to spark suf- 
ficiently to meet video’s needs. 
There are several factors 
tributing to the sub-par presenta- 
tion. Surrounded by fast modern 
acts, the leisurely paced and old- 
time entertainment offered by 


| blackfacers Pick and Pat seems too 


corny in comparison. They fail 
to get the feeling of a running gag 
in their numerous appearances. 
Cut down to a pair of spots, they 
might provide some welcome at- 
mosphere and variety, but inclu- 
sion in fast company seems to re- 
tard their reception. 

However, the primary fault of 
the display is that it fails to 
achieve a sense of character. In 
this respect, a lesson can be 
from the Milton Berle 
Texaco show, which it tries to emu- 
late in many instances. 
of this type may stand or 
fall on the character of its emcee 
and pacer. Carter has proven 
himself to be superior tele fod- 
der through his numerous appear- 
ances on Texaco. He can hold up 
in fast company and deliver some 
rapidly paced _= entertainment. 


| Given fuller opportunity to make 


himself evident, Carter could prob- 
ably make a show-fronter in the 
Berle tradition. 


With the inherent contradictions | 


in the setup, some acts didn’t show 
up advantageously, as for exam- 
ple Mary Small, who was provided 
detracted from her 


On the plus side were the tap- 
ping of Estelle Sloan, Nelson's 
Cats, Calgary Bros. and Smith and 
Dale. Latter did their bank rob- 
bery skit, which, like their famed 
Dr. Kronkheit bit, is a highspot of 
low comedy. 


The production and camera 


| work were similarly sub-par. Dur- 


ing the Pick and Pat dialogs there 
were a couple of bits in which they 
were on full-stage with a minstrel 
retinue behind them. The camera 
picked up a bored background of 
faces during those moments. An- 
gles from which Carter was photo- 
graphed made him look like he was 
wearing a suit of two colors. 
Opening show’s commercials 


were turned over to Army recruit-| 


ing. Jose. 


WREN’S NEST 

With Virginia Sale, Sam Wren 

Producer: Sherling Oliver 

Director: Tom de Huff 

15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., Sat., 7:15 
p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from N. Y. 


“Wren’s Nest,” 15-minute serial 
supposed to depict the homelife of 
a suburban N. Y. family, is a 
strange combination of radio's 
soaperas and Mr. and Mrs. shows. 
In either case, it would probably 
go okay as a daytime AM offering 
but, as presently constituted will 


need considerable rewriting and 
format polish to make the TV 
grade. 


Preem show (13) took place en- 
tirely in one small corner of the 
couple’s living room and, for the 
The hus- 
band and wife sat together while 


‘he told her of his fairly-humorous 


experiences in trying to ride the 
“20th Century Limited” into the 
city. For all the difference it 
made to viewers, the two could 


have been standing just as easily 


around a radio mike. Only ac- 
tion in the show occurred when 
the wife got up and stood behind 


her husband, thereby giving the, 


camera crew a tough shot which 
they were unable to solve. 

Virginia Sale and Sam Wren 
(Mr. and Mrs. Wren in private life) 
are both experienced radio and 
legit actors and so_ had _ little 
trouble in carrying off their lines. 
Trouble was there was no place 
for them to carry them. Some 
kind of action or movement must 
be injected into the script if it’s to 
catch on. The Wrens’ 12-year-old 
twins are due to appear in sub- 
sequent shows, which should help 
matters somewhat. 

Program is the first indie pack- 
age of Sherling Oliver, ex-staff 


director for the N. Y. Daily News’ 
WJIX, 


Stal, 


con-| 


A pro-, 


Top Radio Names Get 


| KNBH Video Preem Off 
With H’wood Flourish 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Gales of 75 - mile velocity 
whipped around Mt. Wilson trans- 
mitter site giving KNBH, NBC's 
new telestation, a shaky debut 
Sunday (16). Technicians stood 
by with makeshift equipment to 
keep station on the air in event of 
antenna damage. 

Opening show ran three hours 
and 40 minutes, with set owners 
hailing the station, the sixth lo- 
cally, for clarity and sharpness of 
picture. Program gave a strictly 
Hollywood touch, with many radio 





names making their first video 
appearance. 
Formal dedication had on tap 


Earl Warren, Mayor Fletcher Bow- 
ron, Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz, 
Charles Denny, of NBC, Ed Mur- 


ray, managing editor of the LA 
Mirror, with which station has 
news tieup. Sidney Strotz. NBC 


western chief, handled the intros. 


The first live program was the 
Pickard Family. The full cast of 
“One Man’s Family” did a 12- 


minute capsule of their air pro- 
;}gram, marking the first time a 
full radio cast has appeared be- 
fore the tele cameras. 


Inaugural special, directed by 
Ed Sobol, with script by Jesse 


Goldstein, and Chuck Stewart, was 
set in a nitery seene with Bill 
Goodwin emceeing and Billy Mills 


directing music. 

Among those presented were 
|Peggy Lee, . Robert Lamouret, 
Shirley Dinsdale, Eddie Bracken, 
Jerry Colonna, Abe Burrows, Art 
Linkletter, and Cass Daley. This 


was followed with kinescoped ver- 
sion of Philco playhouse’s “Ram- 
shackle Inn,” plus “Review of 
'News” and kinescope of Arturo 
Toscanini conducting the NBC 
Symphony. 

For the time being the station 


Sunday through Thursday. 





NIPPER’S RECORD SHOP 
With Guy Cherney, Mary Milford, 
Vernon Alley Trio; Lou Holtz, 
Dizzy Gillespie, 
guests. 
Producer-Director: Keith Kerby 
|30 mins., Sunday; 6:30 p.m. 
| MEYERBERG CO. 
| K PIX, San Francisco 
San Francisco's first sponsored 
live video offering suffered from 
customary first night lack of dove- 
tailing, including a camera that 
had the jitters, but in spite of ob- 
|vious economies in production and 
newness of medium in hands of 


local technicians, program  dis- 
played’ a_ potentially exploitable 
format. Work of Guy Cherney and 


Mary Milford showed competence 
and promise of enhanced effective- 
ness, particularly if braced’ by 
sharper scripting. Guest shot by 
Lou Holtz clinched evidence that 
the Lapidis yarn spinner will take 
° still another lease of showbiz 
\ life. 

| Portrayed in front of a spit-and- 
thumb-tack painted set depicting a 
record shop, with Cherney behind 
the counter as proprietor and Miss 
|Milford in role of zany clerk, the 
‘set is on over-obvious side as a 
frame for Cherney’s pleasing sing- 
ing and Miss Milford’s chatter. 
Comedy is of old vaude_ level 
which however does not hamper 
proceedings as main slant is to 
songfesting. 

Vernon Alley Trio, sepia trio of 
piano, guitar and bass-fiddle, are 
a swingy combo working well as 
backdrop for Cherney and coming 
through neatly with own items. 

In spite of rough production and 
direction, poor lighting and cam- 
era trouble, all of which are ex- 
cusable in a preem_ presentation, 
Frisco video stepped of to a hope- 
ful start. Experience is sure to 
show its effect as the video me- 
dium matures on the local poe. 

eda. 


Jules Fields Productions 
Sets Slate of Officers 


Walker Stuart and Beverly Kan- 
zer have been named officers of 
Jules Fields Productions. N.Y. 
tele outfit which recently concluded 
a distribution deal with United 
Artists. Jules Fields is president, 
and the new officers are veepee 
and secretary, respectively. Fields 
outfit makes pix for video. 





Stuart has just completed the 
first of series of sports reels. 
“Sports Sidelights,’ and Miss 
Kanzer is preparing “Fashions on 
the Go.” women’s’ fashion series. 
R. L. Montgomery is prepping 
“Superstitions,” another _ series, 


will be on only five days weekly, | 


| KUKLA, FRAN AND OLLIE 
| 


ARTHUR GODFREY SHOW 


With Fran Allison, Burr Ttillstrom ) wiih Bill Williams, Janette Davis, 


| 30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m, 
| RCA-VICTOR 
| NBC-TYV, from Chicago 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Seen for the last 18 months over 
WBKB in Chicago where it has 
gained top-rating prominence, this 


charming puppet show has come)! 


east via the coaxial route to widen 

‘its circle of fans. Program is 
geared for juve audiences but has 
an appeal, like all good kid enter- 
tainment, which cuts across all age 
levels. 

This half-hour session is peopled 
by a fanciful species of puppet 
characters who, through the ex- 
pert manipulation and vocal calis- 
thenics of operator Burr Tillstrom, 
have developed their own separate 
personalities. Only live player on 
the show is Fran Allison, good- 
looker with a warm direct quality 
that projects across the TV screen. 
The main puppet characters are 
Kuhla, a dwarfish chatterbox, and 
Ollie, a whimsical, well-mannered 
dragon. A collection of other 
imaginative creatures also pop in 
an out as the action demands. 

Setting is a simple miniature 
stage with an occasional prop used 
to illustrate a scene. Except for 
the cast, show has no continuity 
from day to day. Last week, one 


of the scripts was based on an 
imaginary excursion to Buffalo, 


while on Monday (17), the cast 
gave a ten-twen’-thirt’ meller about 
a gold mine at the North Pole. In 
both cases, program was marked by 
a stream of irrelevant but delight- 
ful gab and some uninhibited high- 
jinks among the puppets. Miss 
Allison also delivers a couple of 
tuneful ditties on each — 
erin 


CAFE DE PARIS 
With Sylvie St. Clair, Stan 
Trio, Jacques Aubuschon 
Producer: James Caddigan 
Director: Byron McKinney 
15 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri. 7:45 
| Sustaining 
WABD from New York 
Sylvie St. Clair, who has chan- 
i teused in New York and Continen- 
| tal niteries, is the central figure in 
|a pleasing 15-minute thrice week- 
lly strip which adequately utilizes 
‘her excellent floorshow 
| ality. Show 


Free 


| situations are discussed 
| hand and even if there are no set 


person- 
is supposed to be 
Jimmy Lyons,| scriptless and Miss St. Clair, aided 
| by the Stan Free trio and one oth- 
|er character, Jacques Aubuschon 
| are supposed to improvise within 
ithe framework of a set continuity. 
| Actually, it appears that general 
before | 


Archie Bleyer’s orch, Mariner’s 
Quartet; Tony Marvin, announcer 
Producers: Margaret Richardson, 
Jack Carney 
| Director: Paul Nickell 
| 60 Mins., Wed., 8 p.m, 
| CHESTERFIELD 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(hh ewell-Emmett) 


With the addition of this one 
hour weekly variety-comedy video 
program for Chesterfield, which 
started last Wednesdaqg (12) in the 
8-9 p.m. segment on CBS, Arthur 
Godfrey is now facing those tele 


cameras 90 minutes a week. (His 
Lipton Tea “Talent Scouts” show 


gets a Monday night AM-TV simul- 
cast on the same web.) Add to 
these video chores his full hour 
cross - the - board morning radio 
show for Chesterfield, National 
Biscuit, and Glass Wax, and that 
“Iron Man Godfrey” appellation 
sticks. But two shows a week may 
be too much televised Godfrey. 
This new 60-minute 
duplication, with pictures. of the 
AM morning show’ comprising 
singers Bill Lawrence and Jeanette 
Davis, Archie Bleyer’s orch and 
the Mariners quartet. Yet no mat- 
iter where they focus those cameras 


stanza is @ 


it’s Godfrey's show. And it’s the 
|Godfrey personality that stamps 
this Chesterfield presentation as 
unique. 


Godfrey is a natural for televi- 
sion because he comes into the 
room with the viewer. He's not a 
performer doing a set routine but 
a genial guy with a hearty laugh 
and a relaxed, lazy way of talking. 
'He seems oblivious to the camera 
lexcept when he purposely uses it. 
| His homey qualities enable him to 
fuse comedy material and business 
that would ordinarily get the 


|heave. The fact that Godfrey, him- ~ 


|self, seems to be getting such a 
ibang out of the show is another 
factor in sustaining the tempo of 
the show. 


| To AM fans this will be stand- 
lard Godfrey. But a week-in weck- 
/out full hour of personality alone, 
‘even if it’s Godfrey, may not be 
‘able to carry this entire perform- 
ijances. Even those integrated com- 
|mercials, which sneak up on the 
viewer before he knows it, can be- 
come too much and too many. It 
iwould appear wise to ration God- 
|frey from the beginning; not to 
jmake him bear the brunt of the 
|program, but to fortify him with 
;enough strong acts. 

While Bill Williams is a poten- 
tially promising singer, although 





lines, dialog seems pretty well in-|he doesn’t know how to move in 


tegrated before it hits the mikes. 


Result is a display that has the 
virtue of being natural. Miss St. 
Clair has the ability to make her- 
self interesting in visual or audio 
counts. Song spots are well-chosen 
;and_ personably presented. The 
/Stan Free Trio 


her chimes in equally well musical- for the camera. 


ly and verbally. 

Story line has Miss St. Clair in- 
heriting a ramshackle Paris nitery 
|from a defunct rélative. Since she 
has no money to operate it, she 
| hires three street-musicians on a 
' percentage basis and is guaranteed 
an assured income when a tele- 
vision network rep tells her she 
must adhere to a contract for a 
2,000 franc teletast. Miss St. 
Clair is: using Michel Emer tunes, 
which fit her extremely well. 

Direction is lively and sets cre- 
ate the feeling of a :sundown bis- 
tro. Jose., 


CLUB EBONY 
With Odell Baker Quintet, Gutter 
Pipers, Edmonia, Dabney: Lionel 
Hampton quartet, guests 
30 Mins., Sun, 8:30 p.m. 
Producer-director: Jean Starbecker 
WAVE-TV, Louisville 
Half-hour show built for the 
Sunday night 8:30 slot is an all- 
colored revue, claimed the first 
such for TV in the south. Pro- 
ducer Jean Starbecker built a nice 


show around the Odell Baker 
Quintet, a group working local 
night spots, and consisting of 
piano, bass, sax, guitar, and Ed- 
'monia, sultry femme warbler. 
They alternate with the Gutter 
Pipers, four-man group’ which 
beats out a lot of rhvthm on a 


jug, washboard and guitars. These 
bovs deliver an infectious beat. 
and register on the tele frame. 
Odell Baker televises well. and 
m.c.’s the show in character of 
Charles, the waiter. 

Guester Lionel Hampton came 
over from the National with four 
of his band boys and femme pian- 
ist to lend an assist in getting 
the new sepia show off to a good 
start. 

Producer Starbecker intends to 
spot colored talent in this weekly 
Sunday night spot. and will use 
pro talent available locally, or 
those acts en route to other en- 
gagements, Looks like he has hit 


with a major film company other upon an okay format, as first show 
then UA dickering for the release’ drew a lot of favorable te!’ ow 
| rights. comment. ‘ Hold. 


front of the lens, and the Mariners 
quartet registers, this is not 
enough. Archie Bleyer’s band is a 
satisfactory musical background 
but Janette Davis cannot move 
either, handles herself poorly, and 
although she boasts a fair enough 


accompanying Voice she needs plenty of coaching 


All of which 
/means that Lawrence stands still, 
Miss Davis stands still, the quartet 
‘stands still, the orchestra sits down 
and so does Godfrey. There’s no 
animation in the show. Besides, 
‘something or somebody has got to 
stand off those slow ballads with 
which the vocalists persist. It’s all 
too much radio. Which may be all 
right for AM but this is TV—and 
a full hour. Such a setup can be a 
tough load even for the mythical 
Godfrey. Rose. 


STANDBY FOR CRIME 


With Boris Aplon, Geraldine Kay, 
| Muriel Bremner, Sid Breese, 
Charles Flynn. 
Producer: Greg Garrison 
Writer: Nancy Goodwin 
30 Mins.; Sat. 8.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WENR-TV, Chicago 
With a little better pacing, por- 
haps more blood and guts, there 
seems to be no reason why this 
package touldn’t become standard 
TV fare. Although using no names, 


‘all of its actors being recruited 
from AFRA ranks. all of them 
seem to have solid training in 


stage techniques. 


Perhaps the telecasting stand- 


‘ards are higher than broadcasting 


codes. but the drawing room tyve 
of mystery fares worse on video 
than on radio. Clever sides and 
sound affects aren't enough, with 
the viewers (probably brought up 


on the old wegterns which are 
standard fare in tele) demanding 
more action. via the murder and 


other gory routes. 

Most of the action in this epi- 
sode, revolving around the death 
of an actress. takes place in a liv- 
ing room. which has been weil de- 
signed so as not to clutter the 
camera. Shots are clear although 
limited to the one set. Characters 
are all keenly etched with Boris 
Aplon doing a fine job as Inspector 
Webb. In show caught (New Yovrk- 
Chicago co-ax opening. Jan. 11). 
Mare Connelly was “guest detec- 
tive,” putting the finger on the 
murderess. Zabe, 
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16% Clearer 


On 


WABT 

















° NBC Television as on any other network. 
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pa noe ag a caer 





o-room screen is 16% 


The face on the living 





clearer on WNBT than on the next best 
New York station... and WNBT is | 
setting the standard of technical reception 
for all the other stations of the NBC 


Television Network. Technical superiority 


ewer 


multiplies viewers... and the 





audience lo N Bt. 


three to one 


Images clearer on NBC, programs more 











popular, audiences larger... in fact, 






in answer to the question “Which one 






television station do you view the most?” — 





viewers in the New York area state 





a three to one preference for NBC over 





the second ranking station.* 







With a lead like this, it’s no wonder that 


te 9 nN eT APS te aT eS 


four times as many network advertisers are on 







* Complete details on request 
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D.C. Gets 4th Tele Station as WOIC {Expect Ruling Soon On 


Takes Air: Plans Fulton Lewis Shows 


+ 


SET PRICES IN CHICAGO 


Washington Jan. 18. 

The Capital’s fourth television 
station, WOIC, owned by the Bam- 
berger Broadcasting Co., starte 
regular operation Sunday (16) with 
the full evening. schedule of the 
CBS network. Debut of the outlet 
was timed to catch the inaugural 
coverage 

Station plans to add projected 


Mutual regional TV network when 
its sister outlet, WOR-TV,. New 
York. takes to the air in late 
spring. Meantime, WOIC will tele- 
vise. beginning Feb. 21, the regu- 
lar news. broadeasts of Fulton 
Lewis. Mutual commentator, which 
will be fed to network several 
months hence Lewis’ newscast 
with film accompaniment for tele 
vision audienee, will be made avail 


able later for local cooperative 
sponsorship, believed to be an in- 
novation in television for a na- 
tionally known commentator. 
Opening of WOIC prompted the 
Washington Post to prepare a spe- 


cial 16-page supplement for to- 
morrow’s issue (19) welcoming the 
new station. The Post recently ac- 
cuired control of the CBS key 
standard station in the Capital 
Wwro?P. 

Addition of WOIC to the Capital 
scene forced a revision of program- 
ming on the Washington Evening 
Siar television station. WMAL-TV 
an ABC affiliate, which hac also 
been carrying CBS shows. WMAL- 


TV added 13 ABC shows, five com- 
in*:- over the new coaxtal from 
Chicago. 

Manager of WOIC is Eugene S. 
Thomas, former sales head of 
WOR, a D.C. native. James S. Me- 
Murray, formerly with WBAL-TV, 
Baltimore, is program _ director. 
William D. Murdock, formerly with 


WOIL., Washington, is sales man- 
ager. John F, Hardesty, formerly 
with Mutual, is public relations 


director. 


Miami—Bill Terry, formerly with 


Fort Industry’s outlet in Atlanta, 
WAGA, has joined staff of Fort’s 
sister-CBS affiliate. WGBS. Miami, 


as news editor and special events 
director. 





IN POST-XMAS TUMBLE 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Although tele set installations 
have hit the 60,000 mark in Chi- 
cago, tele set prices have been tak- 


ing a tumble, with retail dealers 


unloading holiday season surplus 


Surprisingly enough, all the cuts 
have not been in the large, more 
expensive sets, but also in the 
lower price field. 

Hallicrafters cut its $179 and 
$189 sets by $40, with some deal- 
ers even offering liberal radio 
trade-ins. Other dealers are of- 
fering discounts on all brands, 


with leading department stores, for 
the first time, mentioning manu- 
facturer’s name. Emerson, Philco, 
Admiral, GE and RCA-Victor have 
slashed as much as $60 or more by 
retailers. 

Higher-priced receivers have also 


been hit, with Farnsworth Tele- 
vision announcing a $50 to $200 
cut on its Capehart models. Al- 


though several thousand sets were 
sold for the opening of Chicago- 
New York tele web, apparently 
most of those were sold during the 
holiday season and since then the 
sales situation has become _ stag- 


nant. 


Whiting Making Vidpix 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Newest vidfilm producer is Art 
Whiting, who is converting his re- 
cording and rehearsal studio into 
a telepic sound stage. Bulk of the 
product will be 16m commercial 
strips and Whiting also plans to 
rent his facilities to other pro- 
ducers. 

Partnered with him are Elwood 
Nicholson, who quit a cameraman’s 





post with Vallee Video to go into | 


business with Whiting, and Jack 
Weidman who, it’s understood, 
furnished most of the coin. 


Tele Soundtrack Scale 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


Musicians scale for television 
soundtrack is expected to be set up 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians shortly according to J. 
W. Gillette, international studio 
rep for AFM. 

Gillette revealed that he has had 
definite word from James C. 
Petrillo that union was hard at 
work on the problems involved in 
setting up wage scales for canned 
music. AFM is working on a scale 
that will take into consideration 
the number of sets in use through- 
out the country, the range of each 
transmitter and the number of sta- 
tions beaming TV programs. 


WTTG Gives Washington- 


Regular Daytime Video 
With New Program Setup 


Washington; Jan. 18. 
Regular daytime television pro- 
gramming began here yesterday 
(17) when the DuMont station, 





‘WTTG, took to the air at 10 a.m. 


with 41% hours of morning and 
afternoon shows on a Monday 
through Friday schedule. Outlet is 
now carrying 50 hours a week, 
plus 17 hours of musicale and test 
pattern. 

All of the daytime programs 
originate from DuMont's New 
York station, WABD, which also 
feeds the schedule to the com- 
pany’s Pittsburgh outlet, WDTV, 
which started operations last 
week. DuMont affiliates in Balti- 
more and Chicago were expected 
to take the schedule, which is be- 
ing offered affiliates on the east- 
midwest coaxial hookup. 

WTTG is offering its daytime 
programs for local sponsorship at 
the current station time rate and 
it not charging for cost of talent 
or production. Contracts are for 
not more than 13 weeks, after 
which time the station hopes to 
have audience data on which to 
base future charges. A 15-minute 
show is being offered on a once-a- 
week basis at $60 a day, twice-a- 
week for $57, and so on to a mini- 
imum of $48. 
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a tele contract with the William 
Morris office. 


| Inside Stuff—Radio 


| 
| 


KDKA. 


J. E. (Pat) Garner, vet news commentator for WFPW, Fort Smith, 
Ark., and state senator in the Arkansas legislature, recently did yeo- 
man relief work in behalf of the town of Warren which was struck 
Together with Remmel Young, the- 
atre circuit exec, and other station officials, Garner organized collec. 
tion depots for food and clothing for the Warren residents and his pleas 


by a devastating tornado Jan. 3. 


Bob Carter, Pittsburgh radio singer and m.c. at Nixon cafe there for 
10 years, paid a debt of long-standing off in part to Jack Fulton last 
week. Back in the mid-thirties, Fulton was with Paul Whiteman and 
heard Carter sing. He recommended him to Pops and the young tenor 
got the job. So when Fulton came back to Pittsburgh for the first time 
since then to play Mercur’s Music Bar, Carter plugged him nightly 
from floor of Nixon cafe, a rival spot, and also spotted him as the paid 
guest on his (Carter's) Suppertime show, a long-running commercial on 


for help over special broadcasts netted over 46 tons of relief material, 


WFPW was on the air around-the-clock that day doing the disaster job, 


The Federal Communications Commission, the only agency in gov- 
ernment which is subjected to a Congressional investigation every two 
years like clockwork, is apparently due for another probe during the 


8ist Congress. 


There is considerable sentiment, particularly on the Senate side, for 
a thorough look into the matter of moving FM up in the spectrum 


number of Senators are convinced 


it shifted FM upstairs to its present slot. Dr. Edwin D. Armstrong 





that the FCC blundered badly when 


is still fighting to remain in the old section of the ether. 


Fact is, after FM moved up into a supposedly interference free band, 
new gimmicks interfering with reception began to occur. 
these had been predicted by private radio engineers such as Dr. Arm- 


strong. FCC engineers insisted there would be no interference. 


Phil Silvers will emcee the entertainment at the annual Radio and 
Television Directors Guild ball to be held Friday (21) at the Astor hotel, 


N. Y. 


Among the others slated to appear are Joey Faye, Milton Berle, 


Henry Morgan, Cardini, Morey Amsterdam, Katherine Dunham dancers, 
Ray Block’s orchestra and a rhumba band will be on the podium. 


SAVO HEADS LIST OF 5 
TV HOUSE PACKAGES 


Group of five new television 
shows, topped by Jimmy Savo cast 
as a detective in “Sheflock Jones, 
Jr.,” has been packaged by TV 
House, Inc., new indie firm, and is 
being peddled to ad agencies and 
networks. Outfit is headed by Zina 
Provendie as _ production chief, 
Harry Brent as talent director and 
Dick Shack as business manager. 

Featured in the Savo show, which 
will carry a week-to-week story 
continuity, is songstress Janie Ford. 
Other shows on the fire include 
“And in This Corner,” narrated by 
Barney Ross and Harry Balogh and 
featuring the most embarrassing 
moments in the ring history of 
name boxers; “Teen Fry,” half- 
hour show featuring Miss Ford, 
Ethel Shell, Betty Jane Smith, 
Mike Manners, Al Kelly and Peter 
Gray; “Over the River,” 15-minute 
spot plugging Brooklyn, to be con- 
ducted by the N. Y. Mirror’s Brook- 
ilyn columnist Eddie Zeltner, and 
“TNT and a Shell,” 15-minute mu- 
sicale with the Teddy Napoleon 
Trio and Miss Shell. 





KSTP, Mpls., to Operate 


On Seven-Day Schedule 


Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 
KSTP-TV on Jan. 21 will close 
the Friday night gap in its tele- 
vision schedule to operate on a 


| seven-day weekly lineup, the new 


program to continue at least until 
the end of the hockey 
Then President Stanley 
announced, Saturday 
casting ,may be 

Seven-day schedule will 


night tele- 


include | 


some 40 hours of operation. 


Heading new Friday night shows 
will be Admiral’s “Friday Night 
Frolic,” as well as American To- 
bacco Co.'s “Your Lucky Strike.” 
Other network features will be 
broadcast from film. An NBC 
affiliate, KSTP also starts Wednes- 


day (19) the broadcast of CBS’ 
=— Godfrey “Talent Scouts” 
snow, 





TED LEWIS’ TV PACT 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Ted Lewis, currently appearing | 
here at the Chez Paree, has pacted 


c 
Deal is for one year only, with | 


WM packaging video offering as | 


‘Ted Lewis Show.” 


| 


season. | 
Hubbard | 


discontinued. | 


‘Vandalism Takes KXLW, 
| St. Louis County Indie 
Off Air For 64 Hours 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 

| An act of vandalism last week 
|cut KXLW, indie St. Louis County 
| station, off the air for 614 hours 
|and added another chapter in the 
trouble that has beset the station 


during the past year. The vandals, 
according to Guy Runnion, station 
president, scaled a six-foot fence 
around the 205-foot tower to short- 
circuit the juice by wiring together 
'two wires at the base of the tower. 

Some equipment was burned out 
and the station was silent until 
new parts could be located. Run- 
nion said, “It obviously was done 
by someone thoroughly familiar 
with radio broadcasting equipment 
and most likely KXLW installations 
in particular.” 

Last week Runnion and two of 
the station engineers were arrested 
by the marshal of Olivette, a resi- 
dential community in the county, 
on charges of violating the zoning 
ordinances by erecting the tower 
without a permit. 

Efforts of the station to erect 
another tuwer on a different site 
in the county have been halted 
by a strike of AFL engineers which 
started last month over a wage in- 
crease dispute. 
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PUBLICITY WRITER 
EDITORIAL STAFFER 


Background: All phases publication 
work, publicity and promotion writing. 
Idea man, experienced in book, ree- 
ord, music, theatre, advertising fields. 
Contact Kobert Wronker, 81 Charles 
Street, New York 14. CH, 3-7875. 




















by KATZ 





Chicago 1 





Radio Station Wanted 


WANT TO ACQUIRE OWNERSHIP, 
INTEREST OR CONNECTION IN ES- 
TABLISHED NETWORK AFFILIATED 
STATION. CASH AVAILABLE. 


Write Box N-32, Variety, 360 N. Michigan 
, Minois 
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Inside Television 


Claim that all major technical problems in the use of Stratovision as 
‘an airborne method of television networking have been solved was 
made this week by Walter Evans, veepee of Westinghouse, which is 
developing the system in conjunction with the Glenn L. Martin Co. 

Extensive flight tests during the last three years prove that Strato- 
vision is both “practical and useful,” Evans said. He declared the com- 
mercial development of the system now awaits further public demand 
for expanded service offered by the system and the broadcasters’ use 
of Stratovision to meet that demand. In addition, he said, channel 
facilities must be made available. According to Evans, weekly test 
flights utilizing a converted B-29 Superfortress have brought in suc- 
cessful reception reports from viewers within a 250-mile radius of the 
plane circling at 25,000 feet. 





Television Hgoperatings started this month in nine additional cities, 
with results to be made available to subscribers Feb. 10. New cities 
added to N. Y., on which TV ratings have been taken since February, 
1948, include Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Boston, Baltimore, Cleveland and St. Louis. . Reports are to be based 
on the regular coincidental telephone sample in each city. 

Publication of a N. Y. TV Pocket Piece was also announced for Feb- 
ruary publication by C. E. Hooper, who said the name of the service 
was being changed from N. Y. Teleratings to N. Y. TV Hooperatings. 
In addition to detailed information on TV cities, stations, affiliations, 
radio and tele families in a 50-mile area, etc., the Piece will also show 
TV and radio listening in TV homes, number of stations carrying each 
network show and time allocations on the coaxial cable. 





ABC, makes his first trade appearance in his new position as guest 
speaker tomorrow (Thursday) night at the monthly closed huddle of 
the Independent Television Producers Assn. Meet is scheduled for the 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza, N. Y. 

Barry is slated to speak on ABC-TV’s plans and problems and will 
brief the indie producers on how to establish good relations with the 
web’s stations relations. Kudner ad agency veepee Myron Kirk launched 
the closed sessions last month with an outline on the packagers’ rela- 
tions with agencies. 


N.Y. SOLONS TO GET BILL Quincy Howe Seguing 
BANNING TV IN AUTOS Into TV as Narrator 





Albany, Jan. 18. | 


Sen. Seymour Halpern, Long 
Island, N. Y., Republican, has in- 
troduced a bill which would ban 
television sets in automobiles 
where the viewing screen is visible 
to the operator. 


In view of the fact Senator Hal- | 


pern is chairman of the motor ve- 
hicle committee in the Upper 
House, it is thought probable the 


measure will be favorably reported. | 


Sen. Thomas C. Desmond, New- 


CBS radio commentator Quincy 
| Howe 


, Brooke, 


IMPPRO Seeking Theatre 
Dates for ‘Drake’ TV Pix 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

IMPPRO Productions, telefilm | 
outfit now winding its first series | 
‘of “Eddie Drake” films for CBS! 
‘television, is dickering for thea-' 
trical release of the pix. They 
star Patricia Morison, Don Hag- 
gerty and Theodore von Eltz, and 
feature Luis van Rooten, Hilray 
Jorja Curtwright, Gail 
Robbins and Whit Bissell. 

Films, running 27 minutes each, 
are readily adaptable to situations 
where exhibitors want a quicker 
audience turnover than they now 
get with double bills, 


Swezey Heeds 








| Robert D. Swezey, who resigned 


several weeks ago as exec veepee | 
,and general manager of Mutual as | 
the result of a split with prexy Ed 
Kobak, is leaving New York and} 
checks in Feb. 1 at WDSU in New | 
Orleans. He becomes exec veepee | 
and a director of the station’s AM- | 
| FM-TV operations. 
| Oddly enough, Swezey succeeds 
Fred Weber, who in turn was 


| former general manager of Mutual 


makes the switch to tele- | 


vision Saturday (22) night as nar- | 


rator on a weekly analysis of the 
news, which is to be slotted in 
the 7:30 to 7:45 segment over the 
full eastern and midwest network. 
Howe will henceforth devote most 
of his time to TV, 
ception of a few AM shows, such 
as his current “You and...” 
series. 


burgh Republican, had announced | 


sal, as a safety measure. 
along the same line has been taken | Doug Edwards, who now hardles 
in several large cities throughout |the web’s. across-the-board 15- 
the country. 'minute news show on video, 


a few years back in approximately 
the same top level post that 
Swezey held. Weber, who went to 
WDSU as part owner, plans to buy | 
his own station. 

WDSU was sold several months 
ago for $650,000 to the Edgar 


| Stern family, one of the wealthiest 


P | operation, 
with the ex- | 


in New Orleans. Edgar Stern, Jr., | 
is the station’s prexy. A month | 
ago WDSU preemed its video} 
the first in that city. 
Latter is affiliated with ABC, NBC 
and DuMont. 

Kobak meanwhile is on the prowl 


|for a No. 2 man to head up sales- 


iG He’s the second CBS radio news- | 
he would sponsor a similar propo-| caster to ankle towards the newer | 
Action | medium, having been preceded by | 


program operations. It 
Kobak’s. original insistence 
bringing in another top man to 
supervise sales and programming 
that brought about the cleavage 


|but in 


Call of South; 
| WDSU Veepee 


Charles (“Bud”) Barry, recently-named exec television veepee for | 


was | 
on | 


Tele's Impact Keeps FTC Hopping 
To Check on Station's Commercials 


Washington, Jan. 18. 


The impact of television, com- 
bining visual with audio forms of 
advertising, is creating a big job 
for the Federal Trade Commission, 
where commercials — printed or 
broadecast—are given the once- 
over for possible misrepresenta- 
tion. The speed with which the 
medium is taking hold, VARIETY 
learned last week, is being re- 
flected immediately in the agency’s 
advertising review operations. 


It's only nine months since 


| FTC extended its radio continuity 


examinations to include television, 
that time growth in the 
volume of copy submitted by video 
stations has been fantastic. Last 
April, when FTC canvassed tele- 
vision broadcasters for the first 
time, there were 22 stations in 
various degrees of operation. The 


Commission called on 14 of these | 


stations to submit advertising 
copy, but only five of them had 


any sponsored programs involving | 


products which move in interstate 
commerce, the programs FTC scru- 


tinizes in carrying out its statu- 
tory functions. 
In those distant days of last 


spring (which is ages ago in tele- 
vision), FTC would receive 
more than 15 pages of commercial 
script from any one of the five sta- 
tions in the 15-day period it 
specified for copy. None of the 
stations at that time had more than 


five items of advertising of a type | 


normally coming under FTC juris- 
diction (the Commission calls for 


copy from each station four times | 
15-day pe- | 


a year for a specified 
riod. These calls are staggered by 
groups among the total number of 
stations). 


In December—only eight months 
later—there were 54 video stations 
in various degrees of operation 
and the average amount of com- 
mercial copy received from 10 sta- 
tions submitting script, out of 14 
canvassed (the other four had 
nothing of interest to FTC), dur- 
ing the 15-day period studied 
ranged from 125 to 140 pages. 


‘and decision of Swezey to resign. ' Each of the 10 stations, which’ in- 


not | 


cluded some which had been on 
the air hardly a month, had an 
average of about 35 items of 
advertising under FTC scrutiny. 
| The advent of television added 
a new wrinkle to FTC’s broadcast 
coverage—use of advertising film. 
To get at the source of this visual 
advertising, the Commission can- 
vassed 87 companies which pre- 
pare or place films for commer- 
cials. It found that about 20 firms 
produce the bulk of these films 
and made arrangements with them 
to supply text. 

The use of slides, film, or live 
visual commercials has presented 
no great problem to FTC. Slides 
are usually employed in local ad- 
vertising to show a trademark or 
place -of business. The spoken 
word usually accompanies film or 
live demonstrations and text is 
available for this form of adver- 
tising. Even Sidney Stone’s fa- 
miliar “Tell you what I’m gonna 
do” routine on the Texaco show 
'is a well-memorized text which is 
| submitted for examination. 

But not so simply with Arthur 
Godfrey, who takes new liberties 
every day with the basic script 
which’ FTC receives. However. the 
Commission doesn’t concern itself 
too much with this type of com- 
mercial unless there are com- 
plaints, in which case monitoring 
is done—after offite hours ‘with- 
out extra pay) by an official on 
his home television set. 





‘Operation Watermelon’ 
Huge Success at WQXI 


Atlanta, Jan. 18. 

WQXI, Atlanta indie, garnered 
some national publicity last week 
by broadcasting appeal for water- 
melons needed in treatment of ail- 
ing New Orleans boy. 

Response to station’s self-styled 
“Operation Watermelon” produced 
the equivalent of 50 melons in 
whole form and concentrated juice. 
Flown to New Orleans, what wasn’t 
needed there was transhipped to 
Wichita, Kan., to treat child there 
with similar ailment. 











made of? 





what is a good program 


Little girls are made of sugar and spice 


and all things nice. 


Little boys are made of sticks and stones and puppy-dog bones. 
WOR’s “Tele-Kid-Quiz” is made of little girls and little boys; thousands of them. 


It’s packed with sugar and packed with spice and there’s a good layer of verbal 


sticks and stones tossed around every weekday at 5:00 PM on WOR by the show’s 


two ingenious and inventive conductors, Dan McCullough and Bruce Eliot. 


It’s the sort of thing that’s pulled 12,188 letters from juveniles in less than, 


8 weeks. It’s the sort of thing that has limitless sales and merchandising possibilities. 


WOR’s “‘Tele-Kid-Quiz” is another great program creation that can 


build greater sales, greater goodwill, greater and more economical impressions 


per-thousand-homes-reached than any juvenile show on ata similar time 


in New York today. 
Please write, wire, phone, or just saunter over for 


a recording or full description. But, quickly. 





WOR... 


~at 1440 Broadway, in New York « LOngacre 4-8000 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John T. Madigan appointed director of n 
Scheffels named asst. to the veepee in charge of news and Ss 
events. Michael Roshkind continues as ABC’s director of special events 
under the realignment, with Priscilla’ Lombard named asst. director of 
this division....J. Donald Wilson in from Coast to take up duties as 
ABC veepee in charge of programs. . ; 
package getting network nibbles on the heels of Drake's 
Kate” legit smash. . ; 

John E. Hade, after three-month absence due to illness, back at his 
account exec desk at WJZ-TV....Martin Block being partied at Ritz- 
Carlton Feb. 3 by WNEW on occasion of his 14th anni with station. . 
WOR now planning a midnight pickup from Reuben’s bistro featuring 
Ann and Bob Russell in a change of heart about dance remotes... 
Russ Arms, Coast baritone, into afternoon cross-the-board show on 
WNEW. station still hoping it can come up with another Dinah Shore 
or Frank Sinatra....Whatever happened to Arde Bulova’s unloading 
of WOV—in the works for five years?.... After leave of seven months, 
Eleanor Hurley back at WQXR....After 15 months on WNYC, Heidy 
Mayer’s “Here’s Heidy” gets a Sunday buildup on WOR. 

Ever since the capital gains maneuvers, cueing intense NBC-CBS 
rivalry, those once-a-month powwows between the four network prexies 
to talk things over have suddenly come to an end....Thelma Ritter, 
wife of Y & R radio veepee Joe Moran, has signed a three-year contract 
with 20th-Fox to do three pictures a year as result of her performance 
as a hard-boiled maid in “Letter to Three Wives”. . . Nora Stirling out 
as scripter for Conti Shampoo’s “Yours for a Song” on Mutual. Dale 
Robbins, copy chief. of Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce agency, who 
writes the commercials, takes over... Herb Shriner CBS show for 
Miles now extended to the Coast, where it’s heard at 4 p.m., following 
Arthur Godfrey....Lawson Zerbe and Whit Vernon added to cast of 
“Lora Lawton”....James Meighan and Cathleen Cordell to “Fhe Ro- 
mance of Helen Trent” ...Les Damon and Phil Clarke to “Our Gal 
Sunday”....Flora Campbell and William Redfield to “Backstage Wife’’.... 
Jack Hartley, John Craven, Somer Alberg and Virginia Kay to ‘Front 
Page Farrell.” ; 

Brice Disque, Jr., to Marschalk & Pratt agency in a contact and 
writing capacity on the Standard Oil (New Jersey) Philharmonic broad- 
casts. He’s former manager of radio department of Compton agency. 
As executive editor for Phillips H. Lord, he wrote and produced Gang- 
busters” and other programs....Dan McCullough, WOR producer- 





ews for ABC, with Paul 


“Kiss Me 

















Like 
Jack's. 
Beanstalk 


Television towers can 
grow sky-high over- 
night, but it takes more 
than just a tower to make a television station foremost 
in its community. WWJ-TV, now in its third year~of 
operation, is a firmly established leader in the Detroit mar- 
ket. It has taken full advantage of its two-year “head- 
start” to stake its claim on the lion’s share of desirable 
local television features. And, through its NBC Television 
Network facilities, WWJ-TV has stretched its “seeing power” 
beyond the horizons to bring Detroiters an even greater 
diversity of entertainment features. Unquestionably, 
WW4SJ-TV is the one best television ‘buy’ TODAY, in the 
multi-billion dollar Detroit market. 





WWJ-tTVv 


NBC Television Network 


FIRST IN MICHIGAN .. . Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





National Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION Wwa 





pecial | 


_.The Alfred Drake-Chuck Lewin | 


‘vision writer-director for the Hot | highly 


She’s a former receptionist at WOR....Lorraine Sherwood celebrates 
her 14th year of broadcasting on WOR, Jan. 30. Her ayem gabber for 
Port of N. Y. Authority is a city travelog.... Sylvan Levin Opera Con- 
cert, WOR local, goes Mutual net Sunday (23) with WOR taking it via 
‘transcription Friday nights beginning Jan. 28... . Paul McGrath, “Inner 
'Sanctum” host, signed for role of heavy in new Clifford Odets legiter, 
“The Big Knife,” due in town late February. . 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Charles Collingwood and his wife, Louise Albritton, film actress, 
' shoved off for Washington where he'll cover the capitol beat for CBS. 
| His sponsored news analysis strip passes to Chet Huntley....Arthur 
Mortensen, recently with the Intermountain Network, went on the KNX 
payroll as merchandising manager....Norman Ostby checked out of 
ABC after 11 years with the network. He was assistant to the veepee, 
of which there is none since Don Searle decamped for private enterprise 

..Ed Gardner is booking air passage for Honolulu next month now 
that Jimmy Durante has consented to assume his duties for one broad- 
cast of “Duffy's Tavern.” Durante’s show, incidentally, added two new 
writers—Jack Elinson and Harold Goldman....Harry Maizlish’s KFWB 
won annual award of Parents and Teachers Ass’n for “making an out- 
standing contribution to the welfare of the family”... .Ted Wick signed 
off as radio director for David O. Selznick to form his own company for 
packaging radio and television shows....Bert Lebahr came out from 
N. Y. to try to talk Metro out of players and properties for his Man- 
hattan station WMGM Paul Baron packing for Paris, where he'll 
direct the- music for Raymond R. Morgan’s cafe show with Maurice 


announcer, wed to Priscilla Brown Saturday (15) in Yonkers, N. Y. | 











TV Sports Gate 


—_——. Continued from page 25 


ately. Once a sufficient number of 
houses is linked to the circuit, he 
said, it will be possible for the ex- 
hibs to outbid any commercial ad- 
vertiser for TV rights to top sports 
events. Events could be piped into 
the theatre either on ultra-high 
frequency microwave channels or 
over leased telephone wires. In 
|either case, the events would not 
be received on home sets. For 
something like a heavyweight 
championship fight, theatres could 





charge top admission prices, grant- 
|ing the promoters a cut of their 
| gross. 

| Scophony system, invented and 
| developed by Dr. A. H. Rosenthal, 
| who is still chief research engineer 
| for the company, was introduced in 
|London in February, 1939, draw- 
|ing favorable reaction from both 
j|customers and the British press. 
| Another installation followed in 





Chevalier, which will be taped for the Mutual net....Het Manheim dos- | tp 2,000-seat Odeon theatre in 


Starting Friday (21). Eigen is head-| 


siered up with CBS scripts to push a couple of picture sales back east | 
that have been lingering on the verge. 


IN CHICAGO... | 


Ben Park, producer of “It’s Your Life” via WMAQ, given award and | 
included in Chicagoland Honor Roll, for his radio work against racial | 
and religious discrimination... .Irna Phillips and script editor Myron | 
Golden, will address Radio Writers Guild Thurs. (27). ...Myron Wallace, | 
Chi radio actor, being considered for films by Warner Bros.’ Harry | 
Mayer, who’s in town giving Wallace a look-over....600 production | 
workers at Belmont Radio Corp. will decide on their collective bar- | 
gaining agent Jan. 21 through a National Labor Relations Board. elec- | 
tion....ABC chalked up 190,000 persons as 1948 attendance record of | 
Don MeNeill’s “Breakfast Club”....George E. Inghram, former veepee 
and gen. mgr. of WMAW, Milwaukee, appointed sales mgr. of WISN, | 
AM and FM, replacing R. E. Shireman, who's going into his own biz | 

..NBC Central Division contracted for exclusive rights to Sat. aft- | 
ernoon races at Chi’s Arlington and Washington Park racetracks dur- | 
ing 1949 season Camilla Williams, sepia soprano and member of 
New York City Opera Co., will sing lead in “Chicago Theatre of the 
Air” broadcast of ‘“‘Aida’’ Jan. 22, via WGN. 


Chi Bears quarterback, Johnny Lujack, being packaged in a 52-weeker, 
across the board, through Pierre Andre....‘*The Fight Against V.D,,” 
backed by Cook County Health Dept., debuted Friday (14) on WGN, 2:45 
p.m.....Lowell Thomas does his CBS casts from WBBM studios, Jan. 
17-20....Quiz Kids flew to Charlotte, N. C., for March of Dimes broad- 
cast, Sunday (16) Dorothy Miller, WBBM director of education, 
week-ending in Gotham....WGN has revived its broadcasts from Mar- 
riage License Bureau, with Lee Bennett handling the interviews. Show’s 
a five-a-weeker, originating from offices of county clerk in court house 

..Herb Landon of Kenyon & Eckhardt agency, N. Y., in town prepar- 
iag for CBS’ “County Fair” broadcast from Medinah Temple, Wednesday 
(19)....W. C. Johnson upped to veepee in charge of sales of Admiral 


Leicester Square, key house of the 
Odeon chain. When the war termi- 
nated British television activities, 
Levey sold an interest in Scophony 
to Paramount and General Pre- 
cision Equipment Corp., a 20th- 
Fox subsidiary, hoping to promote 
the system in the U. S. Alleged 
action of the two American firms 
in refusing to develop the system 
or permit licensing of its patents 
to other manufacturers finally re- 
sulted in the Government’s anti- 
trust suit. Under last week’s con- 
sent decree, both Par and General 
Precision were forced to divest 
themselves of all Scophony stock 
interests, which finally reopened 
the patents for immediate exploi- 
tation. 











Radio Corp.....Norman Kraeft, WGN announcer, has started a new 
service for baby-sitterless parents, by throwing a Sunday afternoon 
frolic at the Martinique for the whole family. Chi theatre and radio 
talent offer entertainment each Sunday....William S. Ahrbeck, former 
NRi Eastern Sales Division head for A. C. Nielsen Co., elected to veepee 
post with marketing co.....Sidney Renthal, Evanston Illinois scripter, 


program Jan. 27 from Hollywood....Gene Autry broadcasts from Chi 
Jan. 29, since pic star skedded for personal appearance at Chi Opera 
House the same day. 


WTIC’s Eaton to Head 


Conn. AP Casters Group 
Hartford, Jan. 18. 





‘Stop the Music,’ Barron 
Suit Settled for 426. 
Tom Eaton, news director of 


Bandleader Blue Barron’s N. Y. | WTIC. w Tse f th 
: ; , was elected prexy o e 
|Supreme court suit against Mark Connecticut Assn. of Associated 


has authored “Quoth the Raven” to be heard on CBS First Nighter | 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 














/Goodson and Louis G. Cowan, pro- | Press Broadcasters at a meeting 
ducers of “Stop the Music,” was /|last week. Outfit was created to 
settled out of court last week for | eed po Berm ener Bc ra 
a ; : | ‘ roadcasters for | 
nye voor had claimed he | the handling of all suggestions with 
had an interest in the show and | respect to air news material. It’s | 
/also demanded an accounting of | part of a nationwide AP move to. 
|monies paid the defendants by correlate activities of its radio 


; members. | 
ABC and the program’s sponsors. | Other officers elected fies | 

Jury had been picked for trial Michael Goode, WNHC. New 
‘of the action before Supreme | Haven, vice-prez; and Paul i.e 


Court Justice Aaron J. Levy when | Cochrane, AP Connecticut bureau 
attorneys for both sides informed | chief, secretary. 


the court that settlement of the | 
Mpls. Busses Go FM 


action had been made. 
Minneapolis, Jan. 18. 


Monica Lewis Eigen Sub | First bus line in this territory 


; ; : |to have radio for its customers 
Singer Monica Lewis takes over this week was equipped with re- 


as two-week replacement for Jack! ceivers by KBTR, Minneapolis sta- 
Eigen on his disk jockey show tion which broadcasts FM excl 
from the Copacabana, N. Y. nitery, sively. oe 
Suburban _ Bus i 
ing for a Florida vacation. | southerly suburbs, becsives an 
Miss Lewis will conduct the installations, but four other lines 
usual interviews with visiting ce: | of similar character will be similar- 
lebs. She won't do any live singing | ly serviced to ring the Twin Cities 
but may play some of her own with traveling receivers. 
disks. She’s also to take over 
Eigen’s Thursday night video show | 
on the DuMont web during the | 
two weeks he’s away. 








—_—___ 


D.C.’s_ ‘Music-As-You-Ride’ 
Washington, Jan. 18. 
“Music-As-You-Ride” will sgon 
a pat on 20 buses of the 
|Capital Transit Co. here by WWDC- 
Hot Shots Packaged FM. which will completely revise | 
Hoosier Hot Shots, rube comedy ‘tS daytime schedule to program | 
band, has been packaged as a mu-| Primarily for the “audited” audi- | 








\sical audience participation show ence, the station and transit firm | 
tagged “The Old Hokum Bucket,” | has announced. 


originated by 


Fritz Blocki and| WWDC will install 
Charlie Althoff. the receivers, 


It’s planned to; made by Stromberg-Carlscn and/| 


pipe the package from Hollywood, | provided with six speakers in each | 
| but it will also tour key cities sim-| bus to give uniform volume level. 


ilar to the current p.a.’s of Horace The inst 
Heidt and Jack Carson. 
Blocki will act as radio and tele- | 


allation is a development 
of Transit Radio, Inc., of Cincin- 
nati, where the service has been 














accepted by bus operators | 


Shots, jand riders, 


Do you share with Robert Browning 
the belief that “there is no truer truth 
obtainable by man than comes of music’? 
Over half a million New York families 
do. They seck that truest truth in the 
fine music that comes always over 
WOQXR and WOXR-FM. So con- 
stantly do they seck it that no other 
Stations can reach them so effectively. 
For the advertiser, these are New York's 
choice families, too... people who love 
good things as they love good music, 
and can afford to buy them. For the 
advertiser, these families form one of 
the choicest markets within this biggest 
and busiest of all markets. You'll find 
it profitable to ask us to tell you more. 


AND WQXR-FM 
RADIO STATIONS OF THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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and retard normal and healthy de- | 
velopment of television. 
FCC’s ‘Quiet Treatment’ 

Patrick also brought up the Com- 
mission’s rroposed decision deny- 
ing Par’s various applications for 
television on' the ground the firm 
controls DuMont, which has three 
stations, in addition to Par’s two. 
He said Par applications have re- 
ceived “quiet treatment” by the 


Commission since 1947, when it) 


questioned control over DuMont. 
Pointing out that Par and Du-| 

Mont have gone ahead in good 

faith with their applications for 


stations at substantial expense; that | 


the film company acquired its 29% 
interest in DuMont, now worth 
$10,000,000, before the multiple 
ownership rules were proposed, 
and that both companies have pio- 
neered in television, Patrick argued 
that Par and DuMont should be al- 
lowed to pursue their applications. 

Joseph H. Ream, executive vee- 
pee of CBS, told the Commission 


the question is not one of “pulling | 


something out of the hat but of 
the development of television. He 
said he didn’t know what limita- 
tions should be placed on video. 
“We don’t know enough about the 


ultimate pattern of television,” he | 


added. 

Ream objected to the Commis- 
sion’s proposed rule to limit an 
owner to seven AM stations. He 
said CBS finances video from the 
profits of its own AM stations and 
hopes “to preserve the vitality of 
the aural, broadcasting system.” He 
said he did not think that film ex- 
changes can provide much of the 
programming for video stations. 

Gustave B. Margraf, 
NBC, opposed imposition of ‘“‘arbi- 
trary limits.” He contended that 
broadcasters “should have 
portunity to show in any given 
case that ownership of an addition- 
al station would not be contrary 
to the pvblic interest.” He said 
he was not advocating that there 
be no limit, but that the way be 
left open for consideration of each 
case as ic is presented. 


Paul A. O’Brien, of Dow, Lohnes | 


& Albertson, counsel for the Fort 


counsel for | 


an op- | 


FCC Hindering 


Continued from page 24 








,Industry Co., opposed the six-sta- 
tion FM iimitation as well as the 
ceiling on video outlets as “illogi- 
cal and impractical.” He thought 
the limits should be the same for 
all three types of stations. 


O’Brien said his company would 


station in Fairmount, W. Va., if it 
can’t provide FM service in the 
area. Fort Industry, he said, now 
has its limit of seven AM stations 
| and therefore can’t apply for FM 
‘in Fairmount. “This is hardly a 
|reward for years of providing pub- 
lic service,” he said. 








Heilmann’s 2-Way 
Stint for Detroit 


Detroit, Jan. 18. 





half of the Detroit Tigers’ home | 
baseball games in 1949. Edwin J. | 
Anderson, president of the Goebel 
| Brewing Co., which sponsors the 
| telecasts, also announced that 
Harry Heilmann would handle both 
radio and television microphones 
| this season. 

This season will mark 
mann’s debut on television. He 
has done the regular broadcast of 
Tiger games for Goebel for 
seasons. In 1949 he will speak the 
same text into two 


/Announcer Van Patrick will par- 
| ticipate with Heilmann in the play- 
|by-play and vocal interpretation. 
Patrick has broadcast Cleveland 
| games for the past two seasons. 





Kelvinator Bankrolling 
Coast Hoop Games 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
KLAC-TV has sold 12 Univer- 
sity of Southern California-Univer- 
| sity of California in Los Angeles 


'a reported $14,750. 


be compelled to discontinue its AM | 


WWJ-TV, will televise at least | 


Heil- | 
Six | 


microphones | 
|during games which are televised. | 


basketball games to Kelvinator for 


| WKRC Bags Cincy Gardens | 
| For Sports Despite Arena 
Mgt. Tie With Crosley 


Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
Exclusive video rights for Cin- 


cinnati Gardens, Inc. sports arena, | 


scheduled to open Feb. 22, were 
| bagged last week by the Times- 
Star WKRC, whose video station 
is slated to start commercial op- 
eration April 
mental tuning up of several weeks. 
Deal aroused surprise in local ra- 
dio circles, the .Gardens acting 
general manager, Charles Sawyer, 
Jr., being longtime exec in the 
Crosley fold, the only broadcasting 
firm now operating locally in tele- 
|vision. Crosley’s video engineers 
|; were consultants in planning of 
ithe new Gardens’ 13,000-seat lay- 
out. 

Hulbert Taft, Jr., managing di- 
rector of WKRC and its TV unit, 
said the contract is for 18 months 
and covers ice shows and other big | 
road attractions along with boxing, | 


wrestling, hockey, basketball and 
other sports. 
Cincy’s only video station, with 


nearly a year of operation under 
its belt, Crosley’s WLWT has done 
a commendable coverage of gen- 
eral indoor and outdoor sports, in- 


cluding some of the Cincy Reds’ | 


baseball games last season and for 
which the station has the WKRC 
and WCPO newcomers as bidding 
competitors on the 1949 season. 





WPIX’ Latin Quarter, N.Y., 


Tie-In on Talent Quest 


A new variety show is slated to 
emanate from the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., starting Feb. 1. WPIX, N. Y., 
has slated a talent quest for acts 
seeking a Broadway showcase with 
winner to get a week’s contract at 
the cafe. Bohack chain of markets 
will sponsor and LQ operator, Lou 
| Walters, will produce and direct. 
| Display will go on Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m. for a half-hour. 
| Program labeled “Stairway to 
Fame” will have a similar format 
to the Arthur Godfrey show inas- 
much as professional acts will be 
used. If necessary, Walters will 
furnish performers with material 
and wardrobe. 





1 after an experi- | 





i just 


WDTV Makes Pitt Video-Hep Despite 
Fact That It's Town's Single Outlet 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 

Launching of city’s first tele- 
vision station, DuMont-owned 
WDTV same night (11) that the 
coaxial cable linking east and mid- 
west opened, gave Pittsburgh its 
biggest show biz shot in the arm in 
vears. Prior to event, in the neigh- 


borhood of 2,000 TV sets were re-' 


ported sold in the district and since 
then that number has been doubled, 
with orders piling up so fast deal- 
ers can’t supply the demand. 

And this despite the fact that 
WDTV is likely to be Pittsburgh’s 
sole TV outlet until at least mid- 
1950. Although three channels re- 
main to be allotted locally, FCC 
freeze on hearings of applicants 


CBS Hub Bid 
Kept Alive 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Because of the “freeze” on proc- 
essing of applications, Federal 
Communications Commission ruled 
last week that CBS may keep pend- 
ing its bid for a television station 
in Boston while the Commission 
decides whether it will approve the 
network’s bid to purchase a con- 
struction permit in the area. 

No sooner had the FCC an- 
nounced its decision, when The 
Meredith Publishing Co. filed a 
competitive bid matching the $242,- 
000 price which CBS agreed to 
give the Raytheon Electric Co. for 
its unfinished station in Waltham, 
outside Boston. Meredith, 
which has a television outlet in 
Syracuse, N. Y., and is seeking ad- 
ditional stations in Rochester and 
Albany, got in its application just 
under the 60-day deadline period 
provided for matching bids under 
the AVCO procedure. It is ex- 
pected the CBS and Meredith ap- 
plications will be given a hearing 
to decide which is the better quali- 
fied to operate the Raytheon sta- 
tion in the public interest. 


probably won't be lifted until late 
summer and before arguments can 
be heard and acted on, another few 
months will elapse. Which means 
that by the time transmitters are 
built by the three outlets which 
are okayed, better than a year will 
have passed. 

In the meantime, AM radio may 
be in for some curtailment of ad- 
vertising revenue from long-time 
sponsors, many of whom have al- 
ready climbed aboard the video 
wagon. WDTV began first day of 
operation with such _ top-flight 
bankrollers as Kaufmann’s and 
Joseph Horne department stores, 
Pittsburgh Brewing Co., Fulten 
theatre, Chevrolet Dealers and a 
flock of others. 

All local shows on WDTV for the 


'time being will have to be on film 


since station hasn’t the equipment 
yet to televise live shows and must 
do everything from the _trans- 
mitter. As a result, Kaufmann’s 
and Horne’s are using newsreel 
clips, with Beckley Smith and J. 
English Smith, respectively, doing 
the spoken narration, and Pitts- 
burgh Brewing has taken the Russ 
Hodges sports short from DuMont 
network. It’s introduced by Bill 
Sutherland, sports broadcaster for 
the local outfit, but he’s shown do- 
ing his opening spiel on film. Bill 
Beal, radio producer and packager, 
has a strictly local newsreel-under 
co-op sponsorship. 

With WDTYV assured of a virtual 
monopoly well into 1950, it’s cer- 
tain of grabbing plenty of atten- 
tion, that should continue to pay 
off even after competition arrives, 
and also getting a toe-hold-on the 
first-line sponsors. That’s already 


been well indicated by the video 
pay brigade. 
For the time being, WDTV 


hours of operation are only from 
6 to 10 p.m., although during first 
week, it’s been channeling through 
number of DuMont network shows 
from New York to establish test 
patterns. These aren’t regularly 
programmed, however, but man- 
agement says they will be within 
a week, and that daytime schedule 
will run from 10 a.m. to 3:30. 
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On Tuesday evening, January 11, 1949, 
thousands of families—in fourteen metro- 
politan centers and surrounding towns— 
sat before their television sets and watched 
the FIRST program ever to be telecast over 
the newly-joined Eastern and Midwestern 


of the Bell System. 


Part of this program comprised the tele- 
vising of a motion picture entitled “Step- 
ping Along with Television.” It was pro- 
duced by Caravel for the Bell System; and 
it was the FIRST film ever to be transmitted 


When thousands, even millions of people, are the final judge, is it prudent 
to compromise with quality? After all, the TRUE yardstick is RESULTS. 


ze CARAVEL FILMS, INC. 


WHERE WERE YOU 
ON THE NIGHT OF 
JANUARY 11,1949 " * 5 


over these newly-combined T-V networks. 

We don’t attach too great significance to 
the fact that this Caravel film was a “first” 
—though it’s something pleasant to remem- 
ber. We do believe Caravel would never have 
been chosen to produce it if we had not first 
proved our ability to do a top-flight job. 

If you missed the program on the night 
of January 11, 1949, we shall be happy to 
show our part of it—either at your offices 
or ours. We can’t make ALL the films for 
television, but we do try to make the BEST. 
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Tele Chatter 


Continued from page 24 








tribution of motion pictures for 
both theatre and television. . .Tele- 
vision Picture Distributing Co., 
headed by Toby Anguish, will make 
a series of one-reel westerns for 
television Doy O’Dell will star 
in the pix titled “U. S. Marshall 
O’Dell”.. Jubalaires doing new 
show on KLAC-TV... Hal Eugene 
Roach Productions has _ started 
shooting first of series of 13 do- 
mestic comedy vid-pix today. June 
Collyer and Stuart Erwin are han- 
dling the lead roles. Films are be- 
ing tailored to half-hour slot 

Philco Digest of Sports has moved 
from KTSL to KTLA. Half hour 


video program gets Friday night 
beaming Masked Spooner, tele- 


lensed over WTSL and sponsored 


by Kaiser-Frazer, has been can- 
celled.. Steve Allen, KNX disk 
jockey, doing “Take It From 


There” TV show over KTTV. Allen 
emcees the half-hour show which 
features guest appearances. Format 
revolves around a given incident 
which guests are asked to build 
into a story...Don Tatum, NBC 
and ABC attorney, will represent 
both nets at Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences first Annual 
Seminar Jan. 25. Tatum will dis- 
cuss TV problems...Perry Pasme- 
zoglu making a television survey 
for Fox-West Coast theatres and 
keeping the theatre chain posted 
on new developments... Hal Gib- 
ney and Frank Barton have been 


put on KNBH announcing staff... | 
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W DSU broadcasts 5000 watts 
from the. French Quarter to 
the Gulf and South Louisiana listeners. 


From daily association with time-honored 
New Orleang institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time regularly 
and exclusively to the Sc. Louis Cathedral, 
the International House, Moisant Inter- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Station, the Municipal Auditorium, 
Symphonies and Operas. 
WDSU's dominate Hoop- 
erating proves that hon- 
oring local institutions 
creates high listener 
loyalty. 
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NEW ABC 
ORLEANS Affiliate 
1280 ke ome 


rehash the whole thing could be) 
| edited down to a half-hour. Hold. | 


WESTON’S PRESENT 
With Jimmie Shields, Mary Mor- 
rison, Edmund Hockridge, John 
Sturgess, Geoffrey Waddington 
Orch and chorus; Byng, Whitie- , 
ker and John ODrainie, an- 
nouncers 
Chi Producer: Gordon Forsyth 
| 1cago Writer: H. Ernest Foster 
' Fran Allison has added another 30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. | 
‘video show to her schedule, with WESTON’S BISCUITS 
the “Fran Allison Show,” debuting CBS, from Toronto 
Sunday (16), 6:45-7 p.m. (CST) on (Harry Foster) 
WENR-TV, and telecast over east-| Jy a bright musical format, fea- 
ern and inldwestern ABC net turing highlights from famous 
sing new ¢ ; ; musical comedies and operettas, 
scope 42 hours weekly, in place of Wedlen’s thin eternal to the ait 
station's ee pomern. Soe ae for its first postwar program series. 
even —_— = poe Walt's Teeoff (7) showed a generous 
al Take a Dare added loosening of the purse-strings, with 
°WNBt ‘. lineup. each starting tOP Canadian soloists and a 16- 
to. " Q's G Ip, Harvey, sales | Voice mixed chorus backgrounded 
this week WGN-TV. addressed Ad by Geoffrey Waddington's 27-man 
Tree Club of Chi and gave hints|oreh. Originating from CJBC, 
to future tele advertisers. . . Vivian Toronto, program: is carried by 32 
Blaine, pic star and singer, hosted stations of the Dominion network 
by Nate Gross, Herald-American of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
columnist. on his “Man About| In three 10-minute-act segments, 
Town” show, WGN-TV, Friday (14) opener featured solos and choruses 
_. “Tea Time,” new video offering, from Romberg’s “New Moon,’ 
WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, is aimed at | Friml’s “Rose Marie” and G. & S.’s 
women audiences via household “H.M.S. Pinafore” for a stirring 














Jerry Lawrence has_ forsaken 
spinning platters for a charade 
| program on KFL-TV. 


———— 


|'demonstration...Over 750 Chi-| stanza that saw all principals, 
‘eagoans on hand Thurs. (13) to|chorus and orchestra in top form. 
catch Lanny Ross’s NBC Swift Production was spirited and dis- 


show, beamed out of Chi for first ciplined, with the four soloists 
‘time to eastern outlets plus added | and chorus all bringing requisite 
midwestern stations. . . “‘Cross Ques- | interpretation to rousing marching 
tion,” WGN-TV’s weekly jury trial | songs and other pops that have been 
| program, goes over east and mid- famous for many years. Whole 
| west CBS tele network, starting stanza packs plenty of punch, with 











Jan. 18...John Mitchell becomes | credit to all concerned. Commer- 
/new business manager, WBKB, this cials were brief and pointed. 
week “Spell With Isbell,” Stay. 
| WGN-TV, moved to new spot, Mon- : 

'i day (17) from former Wed. eve 
|'schedule...Lyn Connelly joins 
'WBKB as member of publicity Russ U S 
'staff...Jay Faraghan, program di- 9 e e 
| rector, WGN-TV, represented video | L Continued from page 23 











at four-man parlay for furniture ; ‘ 
and appliance conventioneers, at| and head home. Specifically, they | 
Merchandise Mart last week... | indicated despair of an agreement 


| Duane Bogie becomes an assistant | and put the bee on the U. S. to re- 
/producer in program department, | lease its plan by Jan. 24 at the 
| WNBQ.. James Taylor and John | latest. The Latinos also made much 
| Alexander joined WBKB as assist-| of the fact that it is costing the 
|ant directors last week...Arthur countries $13.56 a minute just to 
|Avery, WGN-TV broadcast techni-| keep the secretariat in Mexico, 
‘cian, upped to supervisor, with| apart from the expenses of the in- 
Elmer Cawthon, Woodrow Crane dividual delegations themselves. | 
and Charles a raaee | 500 stratospheric costs have led 
asst. supervisors , has nage : 
pe NBC-TV siaff as script girl here Swiss and other small delega 

Ken Ponte’ going full-speed | 5 ¢ 
ahead in new post, WBKB’s pro- 
duction dept. 


the sessions. Countries are 


shortwave is reached here, work 











conferences last year may be nul- 
lified. 

The U. S. or Russian proposals 
mean that some shortwave trans- 


Radio Reviews 


i———~-. Continued from page 22 


|in basketball, ‘baseball, football, 











| f 
1 esting, it would seem that in the F 


ience of all U. 


aware that unless agreement on | 


of the Atlantic City and Geneva | 


mitters will actually have to shut | 


'and hockey, the latter introduced 
'to Louisville for the first time in 
1948. Other local news took in the 
Farnsley story, recounting of the 
town’s mayor and his innovations, 
such as “beef sessions” at the City 
Hall, and other projects, which 
have garnered much space in the 
local newspapers, and on local ra- 
dio stations. 

Show was a fine example of 
building an hour show from li- 
| brary material, as well as showing 
fine coordination between the vari- 
ous departments of the station. 
‘While most of the stuff was inter- 
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down in many countries if all na- 
tions are to get effective use of the 
air. The Russian group is expected 
to oppose any retrenchment 
their part of the globe and none of 
the delegates wants to accept less 
than they now have. To hurdle the 
space shortage, it was suggested 
that power up to 1,000,000 watts 
be used—instead. of the present 
50kw ceiling—for long-hop broad- 
casting, say from New York to 
London. The Russos have already 
objected to this since their limit 
right now is 120kw power. Some 
of the smaller countries who can’t 
efford top power are going along 
with the opposition too. 
Continuing headache at the ses- 
sions so far has been the Soviet’s 


‘insistence on its plan for DX pro- 


gramming—a proposal which cuts 
present U. S. operations over 40% 
but gives satelli‘®. Ukraine, for ex- 

















ample, more channels than that 
country actually requested. 
| Lever Bros. 
aan Continued from page 21 
“Irma’s” $7,500 weekly tab and 


“Seouts” $6,500 nut add up, on a 
per-point basis, to one of the juici- 
est commercial parlays riding the 
kilocycles. 

Since moving up an hour into 
the ex-Amos ’n’ Andy NBC slot, 
Hope has maintained about the 
same rating average, but in view 
of the $22,500 talent-production 
nut, the homes-per-dollar story is 
less impressive than “Irma” or 
“Scouts.” Anc while A’n’A nose- 
dived immediately following their 
switchover to CBS, as inheritors 
of the post-Jack Benny slot on Co- 
lumbia, they’re again riding high 
and handsome. 





in | 











i____. (gntinued from page 20 


high-powered stations had lost 
some drawing power during the 
the past couple of years due to 
the great increase in the number 
of stations. 

Threatened to Cancel 


One station operator, Julian L. 





'Skinnell, manager of WLBR, Le- 
‘banon, Pa., threatened to cancel | 


his subscription to BMB if the sur- 
vey were postponed. In a letter of 
Miller, Skinnell said that the great 


changes in the broadcast picture | 


demanded early completion of the 
study. He said few stations “will 
continue to pay the substantial 
dues required month in and month 
out without some service in return 
for this expense.’”’ Subscription 
fees for the BMB service are 
charged in 
revenues. 
Format, of the upcoming survey 
will be virtually identical to the 
first one conducted in 1946 with 
the exception of a couple of refine- 


ments. Via mail ballots to 600,000 | 


families, BMB will cover the audi- 


county-by-county and city-by-city 
basis. One of the improvements in 


the current study will be a break- | 


down of station audiences on week- 
ly and daily, and daytime and 
nighttime averages. BMB’s mini- 


mum requirement is 50% returned | 


ballots from each county. 


End result will give each sta- 
tion’s pulling power on a numeri- 
cal and_ percentage-of-the-whole 
basis. Only subscribers will receive 
the info collected, 


cision to go ahead with the survey 
was composed of J. Harold Ryan, 
Fort 
Frederic Gamble, 4 A’s_ prexy; 
Paul West, ANA prexy; Joseph 
Allen, Bristol-Myers Co.; Leonard 


Bush, Compton Advertising; Roger | 
Clipp, WFIL; and Miller and Feltis. | 


UOPWA CBS UNIT SEES 


tions to plead for a quick windup | 





FIREWORKS AT N.Y. MEET 


Factional struggle brewing with- 


|the United Office and Professional 
Workers of America is expected 
to break into the open at a mem- 


bership meeting of the local to-| 
Opposing groups | 


night (Wed.). 
/comprise the present leadership of 
the UOPWA and a dissident rank- 
and-file caucus calling itself the 
“Pro-America group.” 


Dispute stems from dissatisfac- | 


tion with the wnion pact UOPWA 
recently signed with CBS manage- 
ment. The dissidents claim that be- 
cause of the failure of the union 
to comply with the Taft-Hartley 
law it was at a disadvantage in 
the contrict negotiations. 


ratio to the station’s | 


S. stations on a+} 


including all | 
data on non-subscriber stations. | 
Results of the survey are slated to 
| be published in September. | 


Exec committee making the de- 


Industry stations, chairman; | 


in the CBS white-collarite unit of | 


‘| With JOHN K. M. McCAFFREY 


—— 


Int'l Harvester Going 
Back to Daytime With 


Its ‘Harvest of Stars’ 


International Harvester has de- 
| cided it’s had its full of nighttime 
radio and is restoring its “Harvest 
of Stars” show back to Sunday 
|afternoon on NBC. - Harvester 
|switched over to CBS last year, 
_taking the Wednesday night 9:39 
isegment, but in the face of the 





“Mr. District Attorney” competi- 
'tion from NBC, it never made the 
| bigtime Hooper grade. 

Beginning of April “Harvest” 
moves into the Sunday 5:30 period, 
|currently occupied by RCA’s Bos- 
ton Pops- Robert Merrill show. 
Latter program, in turn, would be 
moved up a half-hour, but that’s 
still contingent on an okay from 
the RCA moguls. Jane Pickens is 
now heard at 5 and she would be 
moved into the 4:30 slot. 

Previously “Harvest” and RCA 
had also been showcased back-to- 
back Sundays, the former occupy- 
ing the 2:30 period, with RCA at 2. 





Air Royalty 

It’s Park Avenue audition time 
around WOR, N. Y., these days. 

Brace of shows on the station’s 
upcoming agenda, if the audition 
wrinkles can be ironed out, in- 
clude a Gloria Vanderbilt femme 
chatter stanza, and a program by 
Princess Obolensky, emanating 
from her home, featuring guest in- 
terviews, etc. 














M-G-M— 


“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























“Well above the usual daytime 
fare.” 


BILLBOARD. 


P 
E 


For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 





Written and Directed ‘by 
ADDISON SMITH 









































**‘Wheaties, natch!” 














DEAR AL: 





Clair R. McCollough, 


Represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 





STATIONS 
Managing Director 


Denver — Outbidding two east- 
ern breweries, with bidding stop- 
ping at $50,000, the Adolph Coors 
Co., brewers, has latched onto the 
broadcasts for the Denver Bears 
‘baseball games, both home and 
_abroad, for the year, using KMYR 
'for the airing. 


New York Los Angeles 





I still don't believe Jan August could make a 
piano sound off that many notes without some 
gimmick. I'm sure there's more on this in this 


week's Variety, page 45 JOE 
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Consent Decree Settles 
Scophony Suit as Par, 


Gen. Prec. Unload Stock...) 


Scophony anti-trust suit, in liti- 
gation for more than three years, 
was finally settled last week 


KFLTV Pitching for Co-op 


| 
| 


| 


through a consent decree signed | 
py N. Y. federal judge Edward A. | 


Conger. Under terms of the settle- 


ment, Paramount Television Pro- | 


Pracielen | Bill Ryan, general manager, con- | 


ductions and General 


| 


Equipment Corp., a 20th-Fox sub-| 


sidiary, are required to divest 
themselves of all stock interests in 
Scophony Corp. of America, and 
through ending their exclusive li- 
censes on Scophony patents, imme- 
diately release those patents to the 
public. 

SCA prez Arthur Levey dis- 
missed the counter-claims against 
Par and GPEC, in return for which 
the two companies turned over to 
him their entire stock holdings. Par 
had owned 340 shares of B stock, 
worth some $43,000, and GPEC had 
660 shares, valued at some $86,000. 
In return for the stock transfer, 
Levey granted the two firms roy- 


alty credits on Scophony patents | 


of $130,000. 
Complaint, filed Dec. 18, ’45, 
charged all three companies with 


with having established illegal car- 


Tieup With Film Studio | 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

local indie station, is 
sending out feelers to film studios | 
regarding prospects of lining up a | 
co-operative deal for mutual video | 
benefit. Station is not for sale as | 
a whole or in part, according to | 


trary to strong rumor which is 
circulating throughout town. | 
Ryan declared that station would 
like very much to work out a co- 
op deal with one of the film studios 
but realizes that studio would have 
all to give and nothing to receive 
from the station for some time to 
come. 

Ryan stated that they have had 
offers to sell the outlet which more 
than likely accounts for the strong 
rumors being bandied about town. 
He also said that station is in the 
midst of preparation of budgets 
for this year and that programming | 
has just been riding along which | 
may account for added momentum | 
to sale rumor. 

Ryan asserted that program- | 
ming to date has just been in the 
way of experience as far as the 


ca : c ‘ | station is concerned and that no 
conspiring in restraint of trade and | 


tel agreements with Scophony, Ltd., | 


a British firm, to divide up world 
markets. Complaint charged Par 
and GPEC with refusing to develop 
or exploit the Scophony patents 
and with restraining SCA from ex- 
ploiting them. In line with this, 
Levey declared that, while the two 
film companies elected only two of 
the five directors, their representa- 
tives had to be present at all board 
meetings to vote any action. Thus, 
he said, they could exercise an 
automatic veto through absence 
from a meeting. 

Levey retains a cross-claim 
against British Scophony. Govern- 
ment, having established jurisdic- 
tion over the British firm early in 
the proceedings, plans to move im- 
mediately for a summary judgment. 
Levey, who now owns 125 of SCA’s 
A shares, plans to acquire the 625 
A shares still in the hands of Sco- 
phony, Ltd., as well as another 225 
A shares now owned by a Czech 
syndicate in London. 











Lion Stock Issue 


Continued from page 25 











whether or not stock will be float- 
ed, Hammons stated. 


specific program format has been 


set up. Entire schedule will be 
revamped in the near future, he 
said. Shows that are on the right 


track will be slotted while those 
falling below standard will be 
weeded out of the lineup. 





‘Chi WNBQ Gets Up To 





| 


| 


| 
| 


20-Hr. Week Sked Fast 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Addition of six NBC Chi pro- 

duced tele programs and several 

commercial network shows to 


| WNBQ’s schedule, boosts station’s 


operations to over 20 hours weekly 
in its third full week. New net- 
work telecasts added include Col- 
gate Theatre, Phil Silvers Show, 
Americana and Chesterfield Supper 
Club. 

NBC Chi productions include | 
Irna Phillips’ These Are My Chil- 
dren, Walt’s Workshop, debuting | 
Jan. 
News, teeing off on same date, The 
Weatherman, five-minute spot 
which began Monday (17) and Take 
a Dare, an audience participation 
half-hour 
(19), 





Detroit—Joe Gentile and Ralph 


Present capitalization, for which | Binge now doing a television show 


pared this week, consists of 1,000 | nesdays at 7 p.m. 


preferred shares at $10 par and 
50,000 no-par common. All of it 
has been subscribed to by Ham- 
mons, Neil Agnew, Jules Levey, 
Charles Casanave, Paul White and 
Robert Savini. 

Hal Horne, former 20th-Fox pub- 
ad chief, may also become a stock- 
holder or, in any case, be associ- 
ated with Lion. Hammons said 
Horne was interested in joining 
the group and the members were 
pleased to have him. He may be 
partnered with Levey in a produc- 





tion unit or handle promotion or | 


both. 

Horne has been on the Coast 
during the past week with the Lion 
toppers. All except Hammons have 
been there looking over prospects 
for setting up production units and 
laying out product for Lion to fi- 
Nance and distribute. Agnew re- 
turns to New York today (Wed.), 
Casanave comes back at the end 
of the week and the others will 
follow within the next few weeks. 





Albany—WPTR is now present- 
ing, in cooperation with the Al- 
bany Pharmaceutical Assn., “Ad- 
ventures in Medicine,” 15-minute 
Sunday noon program with local 
Physicians as participants and with 
Scripts written by Philip Gelb for 


the Medical Research Bureau, of 
Chicago. 











listen to 


KURT 
WEBSTER 


on 
WBT —Charlotte 
a feature 
Gracie Field's London Record 


FOREVER 
AND EVER 

















24, Clifton Utley and the | 
| Stars 


teeing off Wednesday | 


TV’s Sparkler 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

What was billed as “the 
most expensive show in televi- 
sion” was carried tonight (18) 
by WMAL-TV when Jack 
Werst, New York diamond col- 
lector, was interviewed by 
Ruth Crane, who conducts the 
station’s ‘Modern Woman” 
program. Werst, who travels 
with police escort, brought 
with him about 300 stones 
valued at $3,500,000. His prize 
is the Vanderbilt diamond, in- 
sured for $250,000. 

Miss Crane also had on her 
program Mrs. Nellie Taylor 
Ross, Director of the U. S. 
Mint, who displayed the newly 
minted memorial medals hon- 
oring the inaugural of the 
President. 


KLAC-TV Drops Fites In 
Shuffle to Make Mon. 
Entertainment Night 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


KLAC-TV has dropped the Mon- 
day night boxing bouts. Station! 
plans to make Monday its big en- 
tertainment evening as the other 
six days will be filled by the Los 
Angeles baseball games and prob- 
ably the Hollywood Stars games. 
Stars have not yet been inked but 
station toppers expect the package 
to be sealed within the next few 
weeks. 

KLAC has switched the Don Otis 
Variety show to Monday from 
Tuesday and has also inserted 
“Headline Charades,” a _ western 
and a dramatic program. Western 








|show will topline Carolina Cotton. | 


Jon Slott’s original dramatic biogs 


| will be used as a format for half- 


hour skits. Gilbert and Sullivan | 
operettas are pending as later hour 
programming. 

Bob McLaughlin’s “Picture Al- | 
bum” and David Street show will 
be set in early Tuesday preceding 
diamond telensing which cuts loose 
at 7:45 nightly. Following night’s 


| programming has not been laid out 


yet. 

Station does not yet have a spon- 
sor for the Angels games. Fred 
Henry, program director, revealed 
that KLAC-TV is waiting for the 
inking and will then offer 
both games as a single package to 
sponsor. 





San Antonio—Arthur L. For- 


| rest, former promotion manager of 
| WOAI, has been named new pro- 
/motion and merchandising man- 


3 |ager of KTSA here, taking over his | 
stock certificates were being pre-| Once a week over WJBK-TV, Wed- | 


new duties on Monday (17). For-| 


‘rest replaces Bill Lamar at KTSA. ' 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Detroit—J. E. Campeau, CKLW | 
president, announced the appoint- 
ment of Charles Gunn, w.k. De- 
troit radio man to the newly- 
created post of assistant sales man- 
ager. He spent 15 years with 
WXYZ. Appointment was in prep- 
aration for the station’s power in- 
crease to 50,000 watts this spring. 





San Antonio—Latest addition to 
the staff of KCOR is Bud Riley 
who takes over duties as Farm 
and Ranch Editor. He will be 
heard in a daily early morning 
roundup of Farm and Ranch news. 


Pittsburgh—Al Steppling, for- 
mer WJAS announcer, has quit 
staff of WLOA in Braddock to re- 
turn to his old station as music li- 
brarian. Len Firestone, sports an- 
nouncer at WEDO in McKeesport, 
nas resigned to rejoin WPGH, 
where he previously worked. Bob 


Thomas, who left sales post at 
WWSW some time ago, has re- 
turned to airlines work in New 


York, which he was in before turn- 
ing to radio. He’s since been re- 
placed here by Chet Clark, one- 
time announcer at WCAE. Larry 
Israel, who hails from nearby Mc- 
Keesport, has come back to town 
from Philadelphia to handle pub- 
ligity for DuMont’s video: station, 
WDTV. He’s been in tele-radio 
work in Philadelphia lately. 





St. Louis—A sports program at 
breakfast time, new in this neck 
of the woods, was inaugurated yes- 
terday (17) over KXOK, the Star- 
Times station. The program, a 
four-a-week stint, features France 
Laux, well known sportcaster, and 
covers a review of the preceding ! 
evening’s activities in sports around 
St. Louis with a brief run-down of 
national sports, interviews with 
outstanding sports personalities 
and a feature. Rax Rixman Mo- 
tor Co. is bankrolling. 





Fort Wayne—Bill Bailey has re- 
signed aS news’ announcer at 


| WOWO, Fort Wayne, to join WLS, 


Chicago, where he will be a staff 
announcer with emeee duties and 
will be associated with the Na- 
tional Barn Dance program. 





Warren, O.—Harry 
advertising manager-of the Warren 
(O.) Tribune-Chronicle, has been 
appointed manager of WRRN, that 
city. FCC last week (13) approved 
the sale of WRRN and WRRN-FM | 
to the Tribune-Chronicle for $300,- | 





Wichita Falls—Cold weather | 
played havoc here last week with 


R. Farrall, | 


KWFT and KFDX going off the 
air intermittently throughout the 
day. Radio network and press 
service wires were also down. 
Heavy ice snapped the telephone 
lines causing all the damage. 





Philadelphia— Scholarship 
awards totaling $1,000 were made 


.to Joan McDonald, Highland Park, 


Pa., and John Barnum, Clifton 
Heights, Pa., in the third annual 


; Benjamin Franklin essay contest 
conducted by WPEN  and_ the 
Charles Morris Price School of 
Journalism Winners were an- 
nounced at the annual Franklin 
Birthday dinner of the _ Poor 


Richard Club (17). 
Philadelphia—Sports announcer 
Jules Rind named program director 
of WPEN, according to announce- 
ment made by Edward C. Obrist, 
general manager. William B. 


























Caskey, former assisiant to the 

manager and supervisor of program 

operations, has been upped to 
assistant manager. 

. | 

Meyers’ 3706 | 

| 

=m Continued from page 23 Qo 

60 days in which matching bids 

may be filed. Transfer of WINX- 

FM from the Post to WTOP in- 

volves the moot question of 


whether a competitive bidder may 
file to purchase a station which the 
owner is virtually selling to him- 
self. 

The Post also requested that it 
be allowed to take over WTOP im- 
mediately. This would permit CBS 
to take over KQW, San Francisco, 
in which it purchased the remain- 
ing 55% interest recently from the 
Burton family. Approval of the 
KQW sale was made contingent on 
the selling of WINX by Eugene 
Meyers, owners of the Post, before 
he took over WTOP. 


Newspaper’s application was 
filed by Loucks, Zias, Young & 


Jansky. It showed the balance 
sheet of WINX on the liabilities 
side, listing $485,857 as “unap- 
propriated earned surplus (defi- 
cit).”. Banks has arranged for a 
bank loan in Philly of $100,000 
towards purchase of the station. 
By cutting expenses to $14,000 per 


'month, considerably below present 
| expenses, 


he expects to put the 
outlet in the black within four 
months. He plans to select a 
Washington man to manage the 


| station. John Hayes, present man- 


ager of WINX, will assume WTOP’s 
management. 

















— 6th YEAR! 


“THE LIFE OF RILEY” 
with Wm. Bendix as “Riley” 


writen by- ALAN LIPSCOTT, REUBEN SHIP, DICK POWELL 
cos- PAULA WINSLOWE, JOHN BROWN, TOMMY COOK, BARBARA EILER 
Music by- LOU KOSLOFF Directed by- MITCH LINDEMANN 


Sponsored by PRELL SHAMPOO — Friday Night (NBC) 





* 





To All These Skilled Participants, a Deep Bow 


Inuing Brecher 
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Coral Now a Fullfledged Co-Label 


Of Decca, Unravels Brunswick Snarl 





Decca Records has been having+ 
@ difficult time in marketing, 
Brunswick label disks it bought in| 
1940 for $1,400,000 from the old) 
American Record Co. Several | 
months ago Decca announced that. 
it would issue Brunswick platters 
on a regular release schedule for 
world-wide distribution. Then the 
company found out that its world 
rights to the Brunswick title was 
not part of the deal on which the, 
masters were secured. Coral Rec- 
ords, a Decca subsid, was formed, 


and it was planned to release 
Brunswick masters under that 
label. 


Recently, Decca determined that 
another clause in the original ar- 
rangement by which it picked up 
the Brunswick masters, forbade 
their release under any other label 
title. Now Decca will market the 
disks under their original name, 
but the independent distributors 
that were set up to disperse the 
new Coral label, will handle the 
line. Previously, the owned and 
operated Decca distributing points 
took care of Brunswick platters. 
And Coral, set up chiefly to handle 
Brunswick reissues, will become a. 
fullfledged co-label of Decca. 
Some Decca talent may be trans- 
ferred to the new label, fresh 
talent will be added, plus which 
it will serve as an outlet for Decca 
reissues. 

Among the 6,000-odd Brunswick 
masters acquired by Decca are a 
great number of collector’s items. 
They were not pressed during the 
war, but could be bought when the 
big battle was over. Many of these 
items are on the first Brunswick 
release, set for Feb. 14, which 
includes 25 albums and a batch of 
singles. Two albums are by Bing 
Crosby and two by Duke Ellington. 

Decca’s original idea in wanting 
to revive the Brunswick label as 
a world-wide label was to ship 
mterial into England. U. S. Decca 
however, 


has an arrangement, 

with British Decca under which 
the latter markets all U. S. Decca 
stuff in that country. The two 
firms don’t get along anymore. 


Decca figured to market sides in 
England via the Brunswick label 
and so bypass the British Decca 
call on them. That was prevented 
bv the lack of world rights to the 
title and the Coral label was the 
answer. That, too, was stymied by 
the clause prohibiting the use of 
any other title on a Brunswick 
disk. 


WMCM (N.Y.) STUDIOS 
PUT AT CAP’S DISPOSAL 


Capitol Records has made an ar- 
rangement with WMGM, New York, 
under which the disk manufacturer 
is using the station’s new broad- 





casting studios on an experimental | 
basis for recording. Since the old | 
Pathe Studios, which Cap leased, | 


were taken over by ABC's tele- | 
vision division, Cap was without 
studios. During the ban it had no |} 
problems, but since that was lifted | 
the disker had to find new studios. | 


| 
| 


As it stands, Cap is trying out 
WMGM's studios and if they’re 
found suitable the company’s Hol- 
lywood office will make a deal. 
with Loew's, Inc., owner of WMGM, | 
for a term lease. WMGM has no) 
recording equipment and the ma-| 
terial Capitol has already made | 
from there is transmitted by wire | 
to Cap’s N. Y. offices where it is. 
placed on tape. This is shipped to 
Hollywood and transferred to mas- | 
ters. 


Lisbona-Lubin Tune Taken 
Off Shelf By Leeds 


Leeds Music has purchased the 
rights to an English song that 
Chappell, New York, had on its 
shelf for seven years. Tune, “I Get 
Up Every Morning,” by Eddie Lis- 
bona and Joe Lubin, had been ac- 
cepted by ChappeH’s English firm, | 
Bradbury Wood, Ltd., and nothing 
had ever been done with it. 

Last year, when Lou Levy was 
in England, he heard the song and 
took a liking to it, but couldn't 
find out who owned it. Recently, | 
in N. Y., Lisbona and Lubin were 
demonstrating songs, none of 
which Levy liked. They started to | 
perform the “Eyes” song, explain- | 
ing that Chappell owned the rights. 
Levy then approached Max Drey- | 
fus and bought jt,,.,..,; 





erfinute? 


'spot in a couple years. 





JD Into Statler, N.Y. 


Jimmy Dorsey is set for a run 
at the Cafe Rouge of the Statler 
hotel, New York, his first at the 
He'll open 
March 21 for four weeks with a 
two-week option, following Tony 
Pastor, who opens Feb. 7 replac- 
ing the current Frankie Carle. 

Tommy Dorsey completed a 
three-month run at the Statler on} 
Xmas Day. It was his first date, 
there in five years. 


COL. RECORDS ‘KATE’ | 
WITH ORIGINAL CAST 


Columbia Records completed the 
recording of the score of Cole 
Porter’s “Kiss Me Kate” in New 


| 








York over the weekend, using the | 
Disks were cut Sun-| 


show’s cast. 
day (16), but all of the work was 
not completed that day and the 
cast had to return Monday (17) af- 
ter midnight (following that eve- 


ning’s performance) to clean it up. | 


Music will be released in alhum 
form; it’s the first complete legit 


score recorded since the end of the | 


disk ban. Columbia’s deal with 
the show’s producers, Saint Sub- 
ber and Lemuel Ayers, calls for a 
royalty, with the cost of the record- 
ing being borne by Columbia, but 
applied against royalty statements. 


Ayres Ankling Col. As 
Soon as Sub Is Found 


Mitchell Ayres will sever con- 
nections with Columbia Records in 
New York just as soon as CRC 


finds a_ suitable replacement. 
Ayres, musical director for Colum- 
bia for the past few years, will 
thereafter freelance and conduct 
for all of Perry Como’s musical 
activities, including his Chéster- 
field broadcasts (NBC) and _ his 
recording dates for RCA-Victor. 
Though Ayres has not yet left 
Columbia, he directed a recording 
date for Como in N. Y. last Thurs- 
day (13); at the same time he was 
still conducting dates for Colum- 
bia. Latter was aware of the Como 
recording and gave Ayres permis- 
sion. 





Stevens’ New Cap Post 


—— 








Capitol Records’ promotion and 
publicity setup in New York under- | 
went a change Monday (17) when 
Dan Stevens was brought in from | 
Hartford, where he was a disk | 
salesman. Dick Linke, head 
of Cap’s promotion in the east, will | 
confine himself in the future to 
pushing national mag, wire service, 
columns and trade material. 

Stevens has the title of eastern 
head of regional promotion, under 





Mercury Planning 








Sammy Kaye “Powder Your 
Face With Sunshine’’—‘Careless 
Hands” (Victor) Victor’s entry by 
Sammy Kaye in the “Powder” 
sweepstakes is a fast, cleanly cut 
arrangement that jocks and jukes 
will find to their liking. It moves 
at a good clip and the Three Kay- 
dets turn a listenable,vocal. It’s 
nothing, however, like the impact 
of the flipover, which brings up a/ 
hillbilly piece that Buddy Morris 
is going after as a pop promotion. | 








A 45c Record? 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Mercury Records, according to 


music circles here, is planning a 
new label to sell at 49c in con- 
junction with its regular 75c re- 
leases. Irving Green, Mercury 


president, flatly denies that the 
company has any such intentions, 
but it is known that several local 
bandleaders not now connected 


Properly rigged with steel guitar | 


accomp, the disk forms a Very|ceems a 


| pleasing approach to a tune that) 
sounds good. It'll earn its way| 
for jocks and jukes. Three Kay-| 


|dets and Don Cornell tag the vocal. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 








figures to get a strong reaction out 
of Danny Kaye’s lyric lines. 
“McHugh” brings the trio and 
Kaye up on a saleable novelty 
Kaye doing a Scotch imitation. It 
moves at a fast clip. Vic Shoen 
ably backs both sides. 

Ronnie Deauville “Here |’}] 
Stay”’—‘“Portrait of Jennie” (Mer. 
cury). Deauville, has gotten some 
attention since his “Gloria” disk 
with Ray Anthony (Signature), 
This is his first Mercury disking, 
It’s fair. On “Here I'll Stay,” he 
bit uncertain; too, he 
sounds a lot like Frank Sinatra. 
On the reverse, Deauville is a lot 
more uncertain and the tune is'nt 
there, which doesn’t help. He’s 


Blue Barron “Cruising Down the | assisted on both by unbilled chorus 


| River’—‘‘Powder Your Face With! and orchestra. 


| Sunshine” (M-G-M). One of Bar- 
ron’s first post-ban sides may give | 
him a hit. His waltz arrangement 
and performance of the “Cruising” 





that jocks and jukes figure to get 
plenty of calls for. It’s the ttype 
of things that just naturally urges 
community | singing. Record is 





Frank Sinatra “Orchids for My 
Lady”—‘Why Can’t You Behave” 
(Columbia). Sinatra has two good 
songs here and the reaction of 


song, an old English hit, is one) 


| them figures to be just what's de- 
| served. It seems obvious not too 
|much time was spent learning 
|either before they were recorded. 
| “Orchids” sounds okay, but actually 


| with any recording company, have | weil made at a swinging two-beat | a lot more could have been gotten 


been approached on the idea of 
cutting material for the new series. 


According to the deals that have 
been offered these leaders, Mer- 
cury intends buying talent for the 
lower-priced disk on a flat per side 
basis with no royalty allowances. 
That would be necessary to the 
marketing of a recording that 
would sell at 49c. Costs of opera- 
| tion—talent music royalties, ma- 
| terials and production, etc., just 
| about make the manufacturing of 
'a disk pegged at that retail price 
a prohibitive item unless every 
cost ingredient is played close to 
the vest. Even then it’s a penny- 
profit problem. 





Paxton ‘Preems’ as Pub 


Ex-maestro George Paxton has 
launched his new music publish- 
ing firm, titled Paxton Music, Inc. 
He’s going into business with a 
song by Charles Tobias and Nat 
Simon called “A Million Miles 
Away,” now being recorded by ma- 
jor companies. 


Paxton has dropped all maestro- 
ing activities. At the start of the 
music publishing venture, he fig- 
ured to try to combine the two, 
‘but revised that intention. 
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POWDER FACE WITH SUNSH 


BRUSH THOSE TEARS (Peter 


SO TIRED (Glenmore) 


GLORIA (Rene) 


or ee ee eee reese 


WHAT DID I DO (BYC) 


FOOLS RUSH IN (BVC) ...... 
IS IT TRUE ABOUT DIXIE (?? 


sa y 4 
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BELLA BELLA MARIE (Leeds) 


SWEET GEORGIA BROWN (Remick) 


IT’S TOO SOON TO KNOW (Morris) 


SAY SOMETHING SWEET (Mills). 


LAVENDER BLUE (Santly-Joy) .. 


pace, with ensemble  vocalling. 
| Backing is_ another version of 
| “Powder,” done in Barron’s own 
| style and with ensemble vocalling. 
| He doesn’t help the disk with a 
|midway switch to shuffle rhythm, 
| later reverting to the opening up- 
|tempo. It'll be played, but ‘“Cruis- 
| ing” should take most of the play. 
Tony Pastor ‘Grieving for You” 
| —“‘Saturday Night Mood” (Colum- 
|bia) Rosemary Clooney started 
|something for herself with 
' vocal she did for Pastor on “You 
| Started Something,” and her vocal 
|of ‘“Grieving’—will solidify her 
| personal gain as well as pushing 
| Pastor onward. It’s a natural juke 
| and jock piece. 
ithe lyric of the old tune that is 
| full of appreciation for its content. 
| It’s warm, and her diction is clear 
}as a bell even in her subdued 
| style of delivery. Pastor lays 


down a background that’s com-| 


,mensurate and it all adds up to a 
socko disk. Backing is good con- 
trast that’ll corral its own plays, a 
bouncy rhythm arrangement spot- 
lighting Pastor and the Clooney 


kids. It’s nice. 
Andrews’ Sisters-Danny Kaye 
| “Beatin’, Bangin’ ’N’ Scratin’ ’— 


| Amelia Cordelia McHugh” (Decca). | 


The “McHugh” side is supposed to 


be the big gun on this coupling. | 


It’s good, but the ‘“Beatin’, Ban- 
gin’’”’ piece is the better for jocks 


and jukes. It’s a comical bit that | 
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{ Evelyn Knight......... 
‘| Barry Green... 
{ Russ Morgan..........:..Decca 
(Kay Starr...... 
Brother Bones...........Tempo 
§ Mills Bros. ., 
\Ray Anthony..........Signature 
ee { Orioles 
wovcceeee"l Ella Fitzgerald........ 
§ Helen Forrest ....... 
(Dinah Shore..........€olumbia 
§Ink Spots.... 
* (Anne Shelton...........London 
Billy Eckstine...........M-G-M 
Jolson-Mills 
§ Dinah Shore..........Columbia 
“(Sammy Kaye............. Victor 
[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
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Dinah Shore .........Columbia 


.. Decca 
.London 


...-Decca 


... Decca 
cecccee aindOw 


Evelyn Knight......... 


Andrews Sisters 


..Capitol 


....Decca 


.. Natural 
... Decca 


...M-G-M 


.. Decca 


sv eeeeeeeae 


..- Decca 


the | 


She does a job on} 


|out of the tune. Billy Eckstine’s 
| recording (M-G-M) is far superior, 
|As for ‘“‘Behave,” by Cole Porter 
|from “Kiss Me, Kate” it’s much 
| better, but it’s not up to his per- 
|formance level either, although 
| jocks will get some mileage out of 
| it. Background by Axel Stordahl 
|is excellent. 


Tony Martin “Tenement Sym- 
phony” (two sides) (Victor). Jocks 
will find good use for this lyrical 
travelog on New York’s east side. 
| It’s a good melody and story and 
it’s brightly performed by Martin 
| with lush orchestral background 
(made in England). It’s not the 
| sort of material that will fit just 
any jock show. The more picky 
programmers will latch onto it 
mbre often. 


Andrews Sisters “More Beer’— 
“Let a Smile Be Your Umbrella” 
(Decca). Andrews trio could give 
the “Beer” side the push that will 
| bring it out of regional favoritism. 
Their brightly paced arrangement 
smacks of the things they made 
national hits out of in the past, 
particularly ‘‘Beer Barrel Polka.” 
| Jukes figure to grab a lot of 
nickels with it and jocks will use 
it, although they probably will be 
|more interested in the backing, a 
| uptempo version of a good stand- 
ard. Vic Shoen gives both mov- 
| ing accompaniment. 

Eddy Howard “Rosewood 
Spinet’—“Love Me, Love Me, 
Love Me” (Mercury). One of 
Howard’s first sides made specifi- 
cally for Mercury gives him a good 
chance to click. ‘‘Rosewood” is a 
good tune and he beribbons it 
smartly in the vocal style that 
brought him to attention. It’s the 
best recording of the tune so far; 
the melody seems .tailored for his 
style. Background is_ subdued. 
“Love Me” is well done, too. A 
medium rhythm item, it’s nice 
listening and provides good con- 
trast. Jocks will find both very 
useful. 


Frankie Carle 





“Sweet Sue”— 
“Let a Smile Be Your Umbrella” 
/(Columbia). Solid jock material. 
Very much akin to the  piano- 
| rhythm section album disks Carle 
|made for Columbia in the past, 
| except that these use full band 





| backgrounds. At any rate, the ar- 
| rangements in which both stand- 
|ards are dressed are excellently 
| tailored, in good taste and, studded 

pianistics; they're 
“Sue,” vocalled by 
is the better. 


with Carle’s 
| jock musts. 
Gregg Lawrence, 
“Umbrella” is slightly too fast. It’s 
| instrumnetal only and Carle gets 
| more of a workout. 

| Johnnie Johnston “Funny Little 
Money Man’”’—‘Can’t We Talk It 
Over” (M-G-M). If the first tune 
gets anywhere, Johnston's disking 
ought to run with the leaders. This 
guy has always been able to make 


works a sharper picture of the 
new pop than even the _ better 
nown Jo Stafford (Capitol), 
though she figures to garner mos 
of the play. “Can’t We Talk” 1s 
okay, but not outstanding. Sonny 
Burke handles 
chores smoothly. 
Doris Day-Buddy Clark “Pow- 
der Your Face With Sunshine’- 
“I'll String Along With You" (Co- 
lumbia). Jocks and jukes will g0 
big for the “Powder” side. It's 
another excellently tooled pop by 
the pairing that has been very 
successful for Columbia. Miss Day 
and Clark hit a solid rhythm 


the background 
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| the lyric of a “story” tune clearer 
than most contemporaries. And he 
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groove and get brightly colored 
accompaniment by George Siravo. 


“String.” in ballad form, is also 


(Continued on page 42) , 
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Cap’s Tele-Funken Release Forges 
Link With RCA on 45 RPM Disks 





Hollywood, Jan. 18. + 
Capitol Records is readying a na- | 
tional splash due in a couple weeks 


(1) the release of the first F ’ ° 
cinettenl pressings derived from the | or Loew’s Music Cos. 


last summer Loew’s, Ine., will consolidate the 
ag oe German coun- New York headquarters of its Big 3 
terpart of RCA-Victor and (2) its! ™usic firms under one roof some- 
acceptance of Victor’s new 45 rpm rae, during the next couple 
recordings. It’s not disclosed Monts. Feist and Miller firms, 
whether initial Tele-Funken re- now occup.ing space in the Brill 
cordings will be issued on the building, New York, will shift to 
seven-inch 45 platters, as well as the Columbia Record building, in 
on standard 78 rpm disks, but it’s which Robbins is situated. 
assumed that latter will be the case Arrangement will establish the 
since the company is timing the three companies on the second and 
two announcements to coincide. third floors of the CRC structure, 
In recent months, Capitol has whereas Robbins now occupies 
been busy pressing sides from the only the third floor. Bourne Music, 
masters shipped here last fall by "OW On the second, will shift to 
Tele-Funken, in a deal that called SPace on the 5th. 
for Capitol masters to be shipped 
overseas to provide pressings for- 


| 
‘ : i — 
Tele-Funken. Capitol, however, has Cap Puts Ma jor 
factories in part to produce the Vic- 
Accent on Bop: 


New Housing Setup 





tor 45 disks. It’s very probable that 

if the company does come out as ex- 

pected with the Tele-Funken series 

on the seven-inch disks, that Victor 

pressed them for Cap. Victor is also | ° 

making its new changers for Cap Pacts Big Roster 
It wouldn’t be the first time Vic- 

tor made gore fa Capitol. Capitol Records is going in ex- 

Last summer, when Cap was ene gaentignally - : 

deavoring to establish a backlog of a a Rensais ae Op Mame 

pressings of its old material, none and eeereuesd = 

of which had ever been released rival major labels. 


(see separate story). 
comparison to 
abroad, Victor pressed a consider- | weeks Cap has signed a long string 


able amount of them at its mid- of combinations and vocalists rep- | 


western plant, taking a load off... ‘ ; : 
Cap’s own factories, busy then with resenting the new style of jazz, to 
current material. Majority of these add to the ones already under con- 
pressings were banked in readiness |tract. Only Victor has made any 
for the start of Capitol’s arrange- | attempt to stay 
ment with English Decca, cited |company, signing Charlie Ventura’s 
soon after the completion of the ;combination (it already had the 
Tele-Funken deal. The British “king” bopper, Dizzy Gillespie). 

Decca deal calls only for shipment Cap grabbed Miles Davis, Dave 





Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Frederick Bros. agency went out 
of the band business last week 
when it gave a release to Tommy 
Carlyn’s orchestra. He was the last | 
of the band properties the agency 
represented, its toppers, such as 
Lawrence Welk, having switched to 
other organizations within the past 
year or more. At one time, FB was 
undisputed king of the “territorial | 
band” situation in the midwest. It | 
represented a long string of names 
virtually unknown in the east or) 
on the Coast. . 

Carlyn, incidentally, signed with 
Music Corp. of America immediate- 
ly upon receiving his release. He’s 
currently at Bill Green’s Casino, 


mca, 2 Welk is also with Dotunct Cosmo Execs, 
Brokers Set for Trial 


of pressings from the U. S. to Eng- Lambert, Babs Gonzales and Three 
land; it does not involve masters Bips and a Bop, Tad Dameron, and 
nor a reciprocal arrangement. the big bands of Woody Herman 
British Decca releases in the U. S. and Charlie Barnet. These add to 
via its London label. June Christy, Stan Kenton’s vocal- 
ist, and of course Kenton’s own 
‘ band, which features “progressive 
ar iH] ast jazz’ more than bop. Columbia has 
3 only Gene Krupa, who also is not 
exclusively bop. No other artists 
featuring the style have been se- 

all é ease cured by Columbia, however. 

? | Remainder of the numerous out- 
standing or comparatively obscure 
name are distributed among vari- 
ous other labels, including numer- 
ous indies. 

“Jazz at the Philharmonic,” Ma- 
chito and other names are on the 
Mercury label. 
While it has only a comparative- 
ly slight foothold in the musical 
scene, from an overall viewpoint, 


tions and sheet music are healthy 
sellers. 
sist nicely on the material sold in 
that vein. Perhaps the largest 
music catalog of bop is held by 
J. J. Robbins, who does well with 
iH. 





Frederick operations are now 
concerned only with acts. 





Carlyn’s Rumored Killed 
. Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
Long-distance wires between Chi- 
cago and maestro Tommy Carlyn’s 
ome here were burned to a 
frazzle, last week, when a report 
spread all over Chi’s Loop that 
pods i had = a . an —_ lespie & Co., who were indicted 

ile smashup while driving ou ‘ 

to Bill Green’s Casino, wheie lens! last month by a recurs: Grane 
maestro’s orchestra has been play-_ Jury for allegedly deceiving the 
ing for last five weeks. Reason for 
the concern in Chi was that Carlyn 
has been working out of there. 
lately, until recently for Frederick 


Bros. and now for Music Corp. 
of America. 


Carlyn doesn’t have any idea how 
the rumors started. 


BURKE TO HEAD COAST 
RECORDING FOR DECCA 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. duced to invest 

Sonny Burke was hired by $300,000 by purchase of Cosmo 

€cca Records last week as musi-| common stock. Named as defend- 

me director in charge of Coast ants are Harry W. Bank, former 
Pane He replaces Morty president and director of Cosmo; 
on who recently shifted to Harry J. Weiner, ex-Cosmo direc- 
t umbia Records as Coast direc- tor; Rubin Uslander, Cosmo treas- 
“ urer in 1946; Nathaniel Weltchek, 
another Cosmo official; Eugene F. 


Certain officers and directors of 
the defunct Cosmo Records, Inc., 


St. investment house of E. F. Gil- 


are scheduled to go to trial in 
N.Y. federal court on March 1. In 
setting the date, Federal Judge 
Sylvester J. Ryan last week point- 
ed out that if the defendants 


case they should so state before 
/ him on Feb. 15. 

| Indictment grew out of charges 
that although Cosmo was insolvent 
and losing money in June, 1946, 





Burke was with M-G-M here. An 


arranger and former bandleader, Gillespie, Kenneth McK. Smith, 
De was put on by Dave Kapp, | Paul T. Omer plus Cosmo Records, 
ecca v.p;, here from New York. /Inc.’and E. F. Gilléspie’& Co. 


|B.G.’s Wness Held 





In the past few | 


with the newer | 


Norman Granz and his | 


recordings of bop and orchestra- | 


Many indie diskers sub- | 


Key to Theatre Walk 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Your article (Jan. 12, 1949) on 


Benny Goodman was at variance 
with the facts. 


SB Test Suit vs 





You state that Mr. Goodman has 
“been seen around New York night | 
epee since he quit the bandstand” | 
(Paramount theatre, N. Y.). The| 
truth is that Mr. Goodman was un- | 
der treatment by a prominent New | 
York physician for several days | 
during the week preceding his 
virtual collapse on Saturday, Jan. 
8, for a severe sore throat and bad 
cold. Being a good trouper, Mr. 
Goodman refused to quit. 

When Mr. Goodman left the 
Paramount on Saturday night, he 
was on the verge of a collapse. He 
was taken home and put to bed. 
The Paramount theatre was cailed 
and neither Mr. Weitman nor Mr. 
Shapiro was available. A message 
was left with the person who 
answered the phone advising that 
Mr. Goodman was ill and that in 
all probability would not be able 
to appear the next day. Mr. Good- 
man’s personal representative re- 
affirmed this to Paramount officials 
the next morning. Mr. Goodman 
was confined to bed Sunday, Mon- 
| day and Tuesday, when he was ad- 
vised by his doctor that he could 
{return home to California as the 
best step for a quick recovery. He 


has never been more pleased with | 


any band than he’ is with the 
present one ... He has no thought 
of abandoning his group. 
Wm. B. Jaffe. 
Weisman, Grant & Jaffe. 





Goodman Returns East 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
Benny Goodman planed back to 
New York to resume at the head of 
his band, scotching reports he was 
breaking up because of ill health. 
Before leaving he assured MCA 
he’d be on hand for scheduled 
opening at Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
Jan. 27, would fill out three weeks 
of one nighters before opening Pal- 
ladium here March 1. Gene Krupa 
follows Goodman into Palladium 
April 5 for five weeks. 


CRC-RCA RPM 
Tiff May Turn 
Up Free Players 


| 





Record people confidently ex- 
pect to see the situation between 
_Columbia Records and RCA-Victor 
over their respective new record- 
‘ing developments reach the point 
where the buying public will be 
able to secure the players of each 
for practically nothing. Last 


week, for example, the Micro- 
groove LP player made for Co- 
lumbia’s product by Philco, was 
being advertised at $19.95 for the 
player plus a_ batch of disks, 
which combined ordinarily would 
sell for close to $40. That’s a 


start. 
Columbia’s ideas of course are 
obvious. They want to get as 


many of their 3314 rpm players in 


tor’s changer hits the market. 
ictor’s price for their product, due 


a 
— 


SPA Looms 


On Ownership Rights to Dreamer’ 





D.C. Juke Box Owners 
Reelect de La Viez 


Washington, Jan. 18. 

Hirsh de La Viez, of the Hirsh 
Coin Machine Corp., was reelected 
last week as president of the 
Washington Music Guild, organi- 
zation of juke box owners and op- 
erators in this. area. Jack Kaplan, 
of Music Supply Co., was chosen 
vice president; and Evan Griffith, 
of Pioneer Novelty Co., secretary 
and treasurer. 

Organization pledged $2,500 to 
the Boys’ Club of the Metropolitan 
Police, and donated 12 juke boxes 
to be installed in the various police 
Boys’ Clubs in the city. 


Moody's London 
~ Decca Post Stirs 





Decea Records last week named 
Walter R. (Wally) Moody as its 
English representative, headquar- 
tering in London. Move came as a 
distinct surprise to recording cir- 
cles and immediately launched a 
guessing game as to how long it 
| would be before U. S. Decca’s con- 
‘nections with British Decca would 
be broken off completely. Moody 
moved over to Decca after 18 
years with EMI (Electrical Manu- 
'facturing Industries), which con- 
sists of a handful of English labels 
‘and the representative of other 
U. S. firms, including M-G-M. 

Moody’s job will be to “look 
after Decca interests in England.” 


/He will work independently of 
| British Decca, which seems _ to 
| strengthen the thought that the 


|two firms will soon break off rela- 
| tions. Up to a couple years ago, 
the two Decca companies were 
closely allied; Ted Lewis, British 
Decca head, was a member of the 
U. S. Decea board. As a result of 
'conflictions within the setup, he 
; was moved out. 

Later, British Decca developed 
the London label, which is dis- 
| tributed only in the U. S. in oppo- 
| sition to Decca here and other 
U. S. firms. On the other hand, 
British Decca’s agreement’ with 
U. S. Decea calls for the former 
to market any or all U. S. Decca 
product in England, an arrange- 
;ment U. S. Decca no longer cares 


for. As a matter of fact, U. S. 


'Decea’s revival of the Brunswick | 
label and later its setting up of | 


the new Coral label was designed 


to get around British Decca’s call | 


on English circulation of U. S. 
Decca material (see separate 
story). 

Jack Kapp, prez of U. S. Decca, 
denies that the hiring of Moody 
and his establishment as its direct 
representative presages a final and 
complete break’ with English 


Decca. 


MCA in a Stew Over 





record buyers’ hands before Vic-' 


On Fraudulent Stock Rap «: 


Severance Talk. ‘is cause. 


as well as several execs of the Wall | 


public in a Cosmo stock flotation, | 


wished more time to prepare their | 


nevertheless the public was in-— 
approximately | 


about April 1, isn’t announced. But | 
‘Victor execs have said during the | 
past week that they wouldn’t be. 
surprised, if the competition with | 
CRC gets really hot, to see them 
going for free with the purchase Benny Goodman 
of a group of recordings. That Corp. of America are in quite a 
Columbia — a ey - dither over B.G.’s projected open- 
move is indicated somewha . ‘ 
‘the fairly drastic reduction in the 18 at the Palladium Ballroom, Hol- 
price of the LP player last week. lywood, March 1. 
Victor, incidentally, says it has whether or not tne 
between nine and 12 radio 
manufacturers ready or already in .yo¢, MCA says he did and B.G. 
the process of building combina- s be ten 
tion sets that are equipped with 45 SAYS 2 . 
‘rpm turntables. One has been agency had advised the Palladium 
rumored as building a console that that the deal was okay and is now 
‘will contain all three turntable jn the middle. 


. from CRC’s 3314, Victor’s t ’ : 
rue te ae standard 78. Elliot Wexler, Philadelphia re- 


Goodman’s Scheduled 


| Capitol Records, incidentally, is cording distributor and personal 
| set to market 45 rpm changers manager of Benny Goodman, ad- 
which will be supplied by Victor. mits that he okayed the Palladium 


It’s not known for certain, but it’s | : 
‘assumed that Capitol will place | 4te to MCA. Then, after going 
them on the market under the | over the deal with B.G., it was 
Capitol name. Such a course would decided not to take the date. 
have the effect of inducing the MCA was advised of the change of 
thought in the mind of buyers that | stance, but in the meantime had 
the 45 rpm development is more advised the Palladium that it was 
widely accepted than the Columbia set. Situation has developed into 
' Microgréot LP cHahbér and disks. quite’ a*fuSsle. ‘"""** 


Palladium Date on Coast. 


and Music: 


Dispute is over | 
maestro | 
set okayed the idea of going into the 


Meanwhile, the: 


+ Shapiro-Bernstein is threatening 


| to launch what could become a test 
| suit against the new Songwriters 
Protective Assn. contract. Dispute 
| between the publisher and the 
| songwriter organization grew out 
of a comparatively minor clash be- 
tween S-B and the George Simon 
company over the song “Dreamer 
With a Penny,” included in the 
musical ‘‘All For Love,” opening 
in New York Saturday (22) night. 
The song, written by Alan Rob- 
erts and Lester Lee, was originally 
placed with Columbia Pictures 
That firm is in a three-way part- 
nership with Shapiro and Decca 
Records in Mood Music. Columbia 
placed the tune in Humphrey Bo- 
gart’s ““Knock On Any Door” film, 
but it was subsequently withdrawn. 
Columbia gave the writers a re- 
lease on the tune. Meanwhile, 
when it was first accepted for the 
film, Shapiro had signed the writ- 
ers to a regular SPA contract, sep- 
arate and apart from the Columbia 
pact. This was never cancelled, 
| it’s claimed. 
| However, due to a mixup at S-B 


office, its SPA -contract on the 
tune, dated Sept. 30, 1947, was 
The lat- 


ter organization demands that such 
agreements be ratified and coun- 
ter-signed by SPA execs before 
they are in force. Simon filed his 
SPA pact on the tune Jan. 7 last, 
and Shapiro filed a few days later. 
But SPA wouldn’t accept the Sha- 
piro contract, pointing out that a 
prior agreement was on file from 
Simon. 

It’s Shapiro’s contention § that 
the terms of the SPA basic con- 
tract, while they do state contracts 
must be ratified, do not cite a time 
element, that though it did not file 
its contract with the SPA prior to 
Simon’s, it still has a prior claim. 
Too, and this is the main argu- 
ment, Shapiro claims it is not with- 
in the province of SPA to decide 
who has a prior claim. It is only 
the organization’s duty to ratify 
contracts submitted, if in proper 
form, regardless of how many 
publishers assert a hold on a par- 
ticular song. That it is for the 
courts to decide, as in this case, 
whether Simon or Shapiro actually 
owns the rights to “Dreamer”. 

If necessary, Shapiro intends to 
go to court to compel the SPA to 
recognize its earlier agreement 
with Roberts and Lee. After that 
it will worry about Simon’s hold on 
the song. 


Music Jebbers 
Sales Upbeat 


Music jobbers have felt a stir- 
ring in music sales during the past 
week or 10 days. Total business 
figures have crept upward from 
the pre-Xmas marks, during a pe- 
riod that normally brings a lull. 
January and early February have 
always been slow, the same as it 
is in most luxury item buying. 


It’s pointed out that there are a 
'number of good songs on the best- 
seller lists, which accounts for the 
increasing interest of music users. 
However, the pickup in sales is 
/not confined to the six top tunes. 
‘It also has affected others that 
have been promising to become 
best-sellers for weeks, but have 
lagged. 


RCA CONVERTS NOBLE 
OLDIE INTO HUB PLUM 


Boston, Jan. 18. 


RCA-Victor may have drawn a 
plum out of an unusual bit of doc- 
| toring done on an old recording by 

Ray Noble of “Lady in Spain.” 
| Originally the disk carried a vocal 
| by Al Bowly. But Victor made it 
/a quartet vocal by superimposing 
a trio over the Bowly voice. They 
|gave pre-release copies to Bob 
Clayton, local disk jockey. 

| As a result of Clayton’s plug- 
‘ging of the disk distributors here 
/have been plagued by requests for 
|it and Victor has made_ ship- 
ments totalling 14,000 disks to 
take care of the demand. This 
despite fact that the disk hasn't 
been released. It originally was 
‘cut in 1935 (Noble is now with 
Columbia Records ‘*"* ~** 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 39 


RH Tele-Log | | 


VARIETY 


Jolson Cuts Special | 
‘Brother’ Disk for Dimes 























“ , , » i 

Weeks ow — Following is tabulation of song performances on New York television ai 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date Hollywood, Jan. 18. networks NBC, CBS, ABC and DuMont. They are based on ratings of ei 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2) ............ . 5 2,075 9,525 Al Jolson cut a special recording seven top shows: Texaco (Milton Berle) 80; Chesterfield ( Arthur God- a 
Gardner Benedict* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) ...... 6 900 8,325, here of “Brother Can You Spare /frey) 55; Emerson (“Toast of the Town”) 50; Chevrolet, 30; Kraft, 30; q 
Guy Lombardo . . . Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ........ 11 1,800 27,675} Dime” for the March of Dimes Chesterfield (Perry Como) 25; Arrow Shirt, 25- 4 
Frankie Carle ... Statler (450; $1.50-$2)............ 3 1,700 4,300/ campaign. His disking for Decca jyere | Ewe Lite? —Chas rr. 1 
followed the granting by E. Y Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life”’—Chappell . ..........ccecevees 85 q 
; : : ¥ . . | , : - A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne 70 Seg apap aey SY ery ae ee 55 i 
* Waldorf, Mario & Floria, Jim my Carroll; New Yorker, ice revue. | (Yip) Harburg, composer, of per- On a Slow Boat to China—Melrose .. . a AR ae as Be alates 50 | 
hicago a for the writing of special | Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane ...........eeeeceess 45 

Barclay Allen (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550, $3.50 min., $1 lyrics, Isham Jones did them. oe. Be SS ae eee eee . 40 

cover). Evelyn Knight, McCarthy & Farrell, Landre & Verna big 4,100. All concerned with the record-| Cuanto Le Gusta—Southern ........ 1.0... esse see eee eee een eens 30 


Jack Fina (College Inn, Sherman; 500, $2.50-$3.50 min.). 


“Salute 








ing are donating services and 


The Pussycat Song—Leeds 


. ccocsenece “00 


eet eee 


to Gershwin” still big draw. Lush 3,000. some 2,500 copies of the disk are’ My Darling, My Darling—*‘‘Where’s Charley”—Morris oa eh aos 20 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650, $3.50 min., $1 cover), eins shipped to disk joekeys all Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle .. peter sce eres ccemapbesece 20 
Continues as transient gathering place with fine 3.600. ever the country to plug the Pretty Baby—Remick ............ccccccsescccccssccccccecceece 20 
Henry Brandon (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700, $1.20 cover). Re- Dimes event Say It Isn't So—Berlin..... 1... cece c ee ceecceccccvcvccvvens 20 
placed Leighton Noble Fri. (14). Nice 3,000. ennai That Certain Party—Bourne 20 
Don Reid (‘Walnut Room, Bismarck, 300, $2.50 min.. $1 cover). Swiss You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro 9) 
Chalet becomes main spot here next week. Walnut Room so-so 1.700. S Until—Dorsey Bros. ........- -ssesecccceccscccccvecccevens 10 
Peer hakes Up NY. ee Beebe fOr OB Be TOG —— Ws oa a tins cdc meee newebe ees 0 
rd For You—Witmark +s anne k aes. 10 
a 7 J Los Angeles Exec Lineup to Free Lavender Blue—?+*‘So Dear to My Heart Santly a ee ee 0 
Carl Brisson, Freddy Martin (Ambassador, 900: $1.50-$2). Good If f 0” r, l illette-Jeffereon 10 

3,600. Se or ‘Seas 1€S Down Among the Sheltering Palm iller 
‘ , i es g the Sheltering Palms—Miller ...............e.8.. 10 
Jan Garber (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). Okay 3,200. o gcechtithgg “ Tine Miemey Mome-Cvenbeee.. «oi vacsas +. .csonsceoedsdseces 10 

ne a Peer Music Satovestoa ‘neaie Buttons & Bows—7“Paleface’—Famous .... ........cecceccsees 190 
-—~ cv ~o> Whe i —+When My Bz Smiles”—Triangle............ 10 f 
Location Jobs, Not 10 Hotels | Ralph S. Peer, revised New York ha at Did I Do—*"W hen ly Baby Smiles Triangle 
Di cee, Ed : s a Bie Wide Wonderiul WOrit—eks 6 ee. is eee cee desocces 10 
prs an | office exec lineup so he may devote Sunfl th “ 10 
: { g ; ‘. _ _| major time to foreign subsidiaries, ©U"ower—Famous TEFeRATE SER ee ee tet teeeeees 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.). Ted Lewis show faring E. M. Roberts becomes v.p. and Once in Love With Amy—**“Where’s Charley’’—Morris .......... 10 
high n’mighty; big 5,500. | general manager of all Peer music Green Up Time—*" Love Life athe Se er ee ees 5 


Eddie Howard ‘Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.).. Continues socko in third publishing companies in U. S. Rob- '— ‘a 
week with 18,000. ovengpeeaers > aia ae a. a / 
Ces * : ae “— : erts was for many years an RCA- 7 
Art Kassel ‘Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Conventioneers like it here. | victor exec. Robert P. Iversen will Dailey Sets Top Bands MCA UPS COAST BAND 


Neat 2,500. 


Lawrence Welk ‘Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Danceable tempos keeping 


ticket takers busy. Sweet 16,000. 





(Los Angeles) | 


Tex Beneke (Palladium B., Hollyw 


ood, 4th wk.). Okay 7,500. 


be assistant general manager: R. B. 
Gilmore, secretary; John L. Lister 
treasurer, 

Shake-up indicates concentrated 
personal supervision by Peer of his 
foreign offices from his headquar- 


For Meadowbrook Dates 


Frank Dailey has set a string of 
top name bands to play his 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 


, between now and the spot’s annual 


HELP TO 10 HANDS 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
With Larry Barnet, national di- 
rector, remaining here for another 


r ters in Hollywood. Since Septem- cummer hiatus, usually beginning two months to oversee activities, 
SAMMY KAYE INTO 9 el n Kni ht Renews ber he has been on globe-girdling | jy)y 4. He has completed negotia-| Music Corp. of Ameriea’s local 
V y g | trip, conferring with reps in his tions to bring in Charlie Spivak,| band department, under Eames 











BOWLING ALLEY BIZ D Si With ATS London, European and Australian Frankie Carle, Sammy Kaye and Bishop, has been enlarged to 10, e| 

ecCca, igns | offices. | Jimmy Dorsey in that order. Spot) including Hershey Martin, who ‘| 

Sammy Kaye is going into the | Chicago, Jan. 18. ——- hasn’t had a consecutive string of Moves over from nitery booking. | 

bowling alley business as a side- Riding on the crest of approxi- ~ | bands of that calibre in years. Lee Carroll, who formerly oper- 

line to his bandleading and music | mately 1,000,000 copies of “Little Tops of the Tops Art Mooney is current at Mead-| ated a travel agency, moves in re- é 
publishing activities. Maestro has| Bird Told Me,’ Evelyn Knight re-| Retail Disk Seller owbrook. He'll be followed Feb.) placing Hal Howard, who shifted 
leased a building in Lakewood, O.,|newed her contract with Decca | “A Little Bird Told Me” 18 by Ray McKinley for his second | to Dallas where he'll split activi- 
a suburb of Cleveland, in which) Records last week. She also inked ~~ . shot at the spot within two months, ties with Norman Steppe. Also new 

will be built a string of 18 alleys. with Associated Transcription | Retail Sheet Music Seller Spivak on March 28; Carle, April | are Bill Stringfellow and Laverne f 


Discussions are going on currently | Service for 60 new tunes. | “Buttons and Bows” 15 or May 5; Kaye, May 17; and! Boyer, an ex-batoneer. Others in 
with Brunswick-Balke for the in-| With “Little Bird” continuing its | “ ; toa” Dic Dorsey on June 5. In the event! the department are Bob Mohr, Bud 
stallation. climb, Miss Knight stands to make | on Take ded take tae Dailey can secure a band suitable Overback, Craig Flanagan, Reuel 

Kaye is native of the Cleveland a cool $25,000 on the single disk. for the usual 10-week layoff period’ Freeman, Bob Christy and Fred 
area. He was born in Rocky River, Singer is now at the Empire | Selier on Coin Machines it’s possible he will not close for Hamilton, who’ll handle concerts 


another suburb. 


Room, Palmer House, here. 


“A Little Bird Told Me” 


the summer. 


henceforth. 
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Coral Record AWete 
FAR AWAY PLACES I’M JUST WILD ABOUT HARRY 


YOU, YOU, ARE THE ONE 





MORE BEER! 
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Direction 


GOOD FELLOW MEDLEY 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON 
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GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
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NEW TORK + CHICA 


=: 


HOLLYWOOD 


BERLE ADAMS AGENCY 





| The Skidmore Masquerade (Mul- America, appearing at Booth’s The- 





VARIETY 
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7 | gan Guards’ Nominee). w., Edward 


: ae. m., David Braham. Wm. A. 








CAP GRABS RUGOLO AS. 


















































































































































| /RE’ IL 5 | Pete Rugolo, arranger for the 
. disbanded Stan Kenton orchestra, 
‘ has been named musical conductor 
VARIETY TY panned is % 3 ; ‘ for Capitol Records in the eastern 
j P ° ’ j 
Survey of retail sheet music a |= 4 x o Oo territory. He An agen e =e 
| eports obtained ® | =<16 2 A) jazz sessions and will assist Walter 
| sales, he ee Pp is th abhed p a el é Bls|$ Rivers, head of Cap's artists and 
from leading stores tn a 1S 216 Ss|O|\si fr repertoire division in the east. 
and showing comparative sales sloc bs _ Shae be tala ke Rugolo will be subject of course to 
rating for this and last week. @1,/S/e/a|21¢%|s] 3/3 | vr |) Paul Weston, musical director of 
16 | e-+-ei ble | & e %|S/|&{ qa |jthe company, just as is Rivers to 
nlin-!| eo} © =le| os SiLisi « | Jim Conkling, head of all artists 
als |A2l¢6 ji/O;*)R |] 3/4 and repertoire. 
e _ ° ° . a ee . . . 
W =|eila|si a4 -| ei olin) al @] p Capitol is going in heavily for 
_ 1 eek Ending | } = x) = re = z 5 a 8 Oo bop and in that phase is where 
Nationa = | 6 | *& = E 3 7) 3 io | a I |Rugolo will come in handy. He 
ee JAN. 15 > el Sls Eliel/si gig = | = iN wrote the majority of the “pro- 
a cintilials« | % i"|jsSlgeis|slaitT gressive jazz” arrangements which 
ang wh. Title and Publisher a o © | S| a alt | Ey s | te ca La _S Kenton featured. 
= oe a ng ie 8 ‘ae ee 
1 1 “Buttons and Bows” (Famous)......._2 1 1 2 3 1 ae ae * . 
> 2 “On a Slow Boat to China” (Melrose). 5 5 3 1 2 2... 7 2 ie Ia. Chi S Music Bowl Hopes 
. x en ae ees: ne a 26 wh ok ae ae e 
3 6 “Far Away Places” (Laurel)........ a I A PR ER EE Bs. 
3 Se paling Me Darling” (Monisy—6 6 236353 —s_e6 70 | To Recoup With Hampton 
5S 4 “A Little Bird Told Me” (Bourne) . 2. *. 6. Se Be Chicago, Jan. 18. 
§ 5 “Lavender Blue” (Santly-Joy).........7 4 6 6 7 6 9 8 4 3 4 57 Music Bowl, loop bistro on site 
7 7 “You Were Only Fooling” (Shapiro-B) Be 8 5.7 Ss 8 .. 29 | of defunct China Doll and Latin 
8 8 “Galway Bay” (Leeds).............. 7 a we . 5 3 23 Quarter, is struggling to keep its 
> “Cuanto Le Gusta” (Peer-Inter) SE. A ee, eees ee. 18 head above water, with high-budg- 
10714 “Powder Your Face” (Lombardo)..... 4 ak See = _ 15 eted floor shows built around name 
il 9 “Until” (Dorsey Bros.).............. wi 9 a. Gimk . bod ae 7 14 jazz artists. Spot opened Dec. 23, 
ie Wine” (Glonmare 3 4 10 with no cover or admission, billing 
12A — So Tired (Glenmore) samen 10 Mildred Bailey, Dorothy Donne- 
12B “Again” (Robbins)..............-- : —_— gan and Art Van Damme Quintet. 
i3 ; “Gloria” (Rene).............. , , 4 10 8 New Year's Eve brought $O-SO biz, 
i412 “Among Sheltering Palms” (Miller) 4 7 with spot still hoping for big re- 
»| turns in post holiday period. 
. | Satira opened Jan. 10, has done 
0-44-466664466664646444 | on East 14th St., N.Y., as a variety |fairly well, but fact that she 





VARTETY SONG CAVALCADE: 


++++ (Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) ++*+++++4 


| 


99449 OO44464446446664 


| 


° a 
Compiled for JARIETY | 
By JULIUS MATTFELD 

(Copyright, Variety, Inc. All Rights Reserved) , 

Legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 
|and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
| Cavalcade started publication serially. It is suggested that these installments be 
clipped and filed for future reference. 

Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyright and may not 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. 
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| (Continued from Last Week) 
1880 ; 
| Cradle’s Empty, Baby’s Gone. w., | tion (302 in 1930). 
|m., Harry Kennedy. Boston: Oliver the cooper, or barrel and cask- 
| Ditson & Co., cop. 1880 by William | ™aker, however, was declining; 
|H. Kennedy, Brooklyn. N. Y. fovre oes poo = - Re aor 
ay Shave. w. | population, only abou a o 
gy «natn | os Harding’ 1850’s figure, and by 1930 the trade 
‘cop. 1880. ~’| numbered but 92. 
| The Full Moon Union (The Mul- coach makers numbered 995 per 
|ligan Guard’s Surprise). w., Edward million population (in 1930 the fig- 
Harrigan. m., David Braham. Wm.| ure was 34). Plumbers and _ rub- 
| A. Pond & Co., cop. 1880. | ber makers increased greatly at 
| Funiculi-Funicula. Song in Neo- this time. 
!politan dialect. m., Luigi Denza. | 
| Milan: G. Ricordi & C. [,1880]. 
| De Golden Wedding. w., m., | women ih 1928). 
mes Py —— John F.| The U. S. population crossed the 
Hide Thou Me. Hymn. w.,| 92,000,000 mark. 
Frances Jane Crosby [Mrs. Alexan- | 
der Van Alstyne]. m., Rev. Robert | 
‘Lowry. The Biglow & Main Co.,| 
wa’ cked Out After Nine (Th 
one . 2. ae © | & Bailey show, gave birth to the 
Mulligan Guards’ Picnic). w., Ed- | : : : hahha 
ward Harrigan. m., David Braham. | first elephant born in captivity in | 
Wm. A. Pond & Co., cop. 1880. 


. | 
The Mulligan Braves (The Mulli-| the foundation for his $100,000,000 | 


|Harrigan m., David Braham, Wm. | !'tune as a stock broker (notably | 


: |in railway issues). | 
[A end “tame ae: ee, oe. | Ab 110th St. and Sixth Ave., N.Y.,| 
Fr = ae “Th eM li ofa bull fight was staged, but the 
OM ot eee ee, Mulligan | venture was later dropped for lack | 
| Guards’ Surprise). w., Edward Har- of customers. | 


Sarah Bernhardt arrived in 


numbering 39 per milliom popula- 
The trade of 





Pond & Co., cop. 1880. 


ligan Guard Nominee). w., Edward ®& edly yomgr-soke rp hl 


, P ,and “La Dame Aux Camelias.”’ The 
A beet & Coens. aaa Wm. | hit play, “Hazel Kirke,” rang up | 
| Songs My Mother Taught die. Brig try. th t 
German Title: Als Die Alte Mutter had plow 4 vilte dcki “ rat oy 
(no. 4 in: Zigeunermelodien, op 55). , 7, 2 eee SRHY ONG Fer 
German words, Adolph Heyduk; S®Y t© show off her figure, the fem- 
English words, Mrs.’ Natalia Mac. imine world at large tried to dupli- 
farren. m.,-Antonin Dvorak, Berlin: °@t¢ her. Tailor-made clothes for 
N. Simrock [,1880]. | women were something new and 

Why Did They Dig Ma’s Grave [ashionable. 

So Deep? w., m., Joseph P. Skelly. 


Richard A. Saalfield, cop. 1880. 1881 


res | Good-Bye, w., G. T. Whyte-Mel- 
Highlights of the era now coming ville, m., Francesco Paolo Tosti, 
into bloom included the mandolin, London; Ricordi [1881]. 
banjo, guitar, family a)bum, horse- I Am Coming. Hymn, w., Helen 
hair furniture, the parlor (which R. Young, m., Ira David Sankey. 
later evolved into the drawing | Cop. 1881 by Ira D. Sankey. 
room), the bicycle, and (still) the, Paddy Duffy’s Cart (Squatter 
chaperon. oie | Sovereignty). w., Edward Harrigan. 
Nearly 15° of all women, aged m., David Braham. Wm. A. Pond 
10 or over, were gainfully employ- | & Co., cop. 1881. 
ed (by 1900 this figure was 18.8°C;| Tell It Out Among the Nations 
and by: 1930 it stood at 22°). | [Heathen] That the Lord Is King. 
Per million U. S. population, | Hymn, w., Frances Ridley Haver- 
there were now 894 mianicurists,| gal, m., arranged by Ira David 
barbers and hairdressers (by 1930 | Sankey. Cop, 1881 by Ira D. San- 
the figure was 3,049). Likewise, 10,- | key. 
690 clerks, stenographers and typ- | 








| he turned to vaudeville. 


Wagon and} 


. | 
| Public school teachers were now | 
| composed of 57.2°0 women (83.4% | 


At the Battery, N. Y., Commis- | 
sioner George Scott Railton and | _ — 
seven women launched the first | 
U. S. Salvation Army drive. | 


Hebe, an elephant in the Cooper | ¢..4, platter. Phil Moore will back- 


|} stop on all etchings. 


‘this country. . | 
Edward H. Harriman was laying | 


house. He was an ex-minstrel, cir-| worked the Silhouette, northside 
cus performer, and comic vocalist. |spot, two months ago, seems to 
When he launched his new venture, | have taken punch out of the d&n- 
variety was the prevalent enter-' cer’s run. 

tainment, and Pastor soon was one| with pistro’s outlook definitely 


of the foremost exponents. Later lon the grey side, Lionel Hampton's 


|orchestra has been booked for two 

James Abram Garfield became | weeks at more than $5,000 per 
president, was assassinated by | stanza, in hopes of rejuvenating 
Charles Guiteau, and Chester Alan | room’s biz 
Arthur succeeded him. : - 

The American Red Cross Society | 
was founded with Clara Barton, | 
American nurse, philanthropist and 
teacher, in charge. Largely through 
her efforts, the Red Cross is a 
peacetime, as well as wartime, or- 
| ganization. ee 
| Negro education received a stim- 
|}ulus through Booker T. Washing- 
ton’s founding of Tuskegee. 

The U. S. Lawn Tennis Assn. 
was founded. 

Adoiph Strasser and Samuel 
Gompers, both cigar makers, uni- | 
ted the disgruntled elements of the 
old Knights of Labor into the 
American Federation of Labor. 
| Edwin Booth reappeared on the 
| American stage after an English | 
| engagement. 
| Life, the humor magazine, was | 
| first issued. 

(Continued next week’s issue) 


Discovery Inks Raye . 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 














From the Current 


WALT DISNEY 
Hit Picture 


A Beautiful Ballad 


SO DEAR 
TO MY 
HEART 


SANTLY-JOY 
1619 Broadway 
New York 19, N. Y. 


EDDIE JOY, Gen, Prof. Mor. 

















Discovery Records has_ inked | 














Martha Raye to a three-year ex- 
clusive waxing pact calling for a 


Listen to 
5% royalty and $1,000 advance on 


PAUL 
DIXON 


WCPO —Cincinnati 
feature 
Gracie Field's London Record * 


FOREVER 
AND EVER 


DARDANELLE 


And Her MEN OF MUSIC 
Just Concluded TEN MONTHS 
SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 


Starting ‘Jonuery 19 


PARK SHERATON HOTEL, N. Y. 


(Formerly Park Central) 


First stint calls for six sides. 


Fontaine Sis to RCA 


RCA-Victor last week added the 
Fontaine Sisters to its talent ros- 
ter, after previously signing. the 
Pied Pipers, who quit Capitol Rec- 
ords in a dispute over the coin 
angle of a new contract. Fontaines, 
a trio, occupy a spot on Perry 
Como’s Chesterfield broadcasts. 

Victor also took on Shorty Long, 
a race artist. ’ 
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Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 





ists per million population (49,805 | 


Tony Pastor started his well-re- 
in 1930). Chemists 


increased,| membered Tony Pastor’s Theatre 





Beverly Hills 
11. Fl. Bey. Wil, Hot 


245 5th Ave. Pl. 9-4600 





Now York | res Tietale le) I, 
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‘RH’ Logging System 


Richard Himber’s new development in logging broadcast perform. | 


ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. | 
They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 


2 points for sustaining vocal; 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for | 


commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 rajor territories, New 
York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all 
three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 
of commercial shows, which account for the .arge point tallies below. | 


Week of January 7 to January 13 


Total | 

Song Publisher Pts. | 
A Little Bird Told Me—Bourne ............... 60S beens ee 
My Darling, My Darling—**Where’s Charley’ ‘Morris .... 06Gb 192 


Buttons & Bows—?*‘Paleface’—Famous ..... Sas ciate es ee 


So In Love—*“Kiss Me Kate”—T. B. Harms ............., cece 6 ee 
By the Way—?t“When My Baby Smiles At Me”~—BVC ............ 163 
On a Slow Boat To China—Melrose ......... 1o PLC Pinabeaw ean 160 
You Were Only Fooling—Shapiro-B ............ cc ccccccevces 126 
Here I'll Stay—*“‘Love Life’—Chappell ............ ccc ccc cee ees 119 
ee er rr 
Lavender Blue—7‘So Dear To My Heart’ 'Santly See See 113 
In the Market Place of Old wr NP ee eee 113 
Galway Bay—Leeds Cae xieth 2 RR Ree Peay Re | ae 113 
For You—Witmark ...:......... ee eI. et Oe ere e 113 
Down Among the Sheltering Palms—Miller ioe eee weer’ 105 
Cuanto Le Gusta—7“Date With Judy’—Southern .. a vee 
What Did I Do—*“When My Baby Smiles At Me’ ‘Triangle. eee 
Bouquet of Roses—Hill & Range ................ cee cece eeee eee ee 
Say FE FEE 6 EE occ ccc ccd scnsveseves Serre covecee 83 
iy te ee TE RES 6 0): Denkceserens “ee 
Brush Those Tears From Your Eyes—Leeds ........ cieeenseowes” Fe 
A Bluebird Singing In My Heart—Advanced ........... ibe eeae (oe 
ie ee INES. Cc bis PAL Sao ches st abeeaneenne err 74 
My Own True Love—Paramount ...............e5ee008 PC TRE EE 74 
Hold Me—Robbins .............. (ipa sesso Fs 
Powder Your Face With Sunshine—Lombardo TeGCLAe Cee eo 71 
Eg) EE | re arr ene 69 
I Got Lucky In the Rain—*“As the Gir Is Go’ *_Sam Fox. cosvewe Se 
That Certain Party—Bourne ......... ee ee 65 
I've G6t My Love To Keep Me Warm—Berlin ............006 63 
One Sunday Afternoon-—Remick . Cece eee Tee ee eee eT Te 63 
Down By the Station—Am. Academy ..............ee0008 peatnws oe 
I Love You So Much It Hurts—Melody Lane ceca eelearas beorwenbeaas See 
Sufiday In Old Santa Fe—Pemora ............csecee8 eer ee 52 
EE Seni OOPEEORTIE, no 5 ow eietdaes dies ss cca cbeedese ‘eeseeaeeatecs ae 
You, You, You Are the One—Campbell ............03. rer eer ee 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World—BMI ........... peoctes ert 48 
zittie Jack Frost Get LOst——Spiteer ow. cc cccccccccccesces cere ae 
Maybe You'll Be There—Triangle ................. 64-064530000/2480 
ree 5g 31D a eres oly. 6.0 0.0-0.4.5% 6.686.008 ee aealeobe sa. ee 
Senorita—*“Kissing Bandit”—Feist .............06. ecvcecccsces 42 
De Mi occ e Vere ta ga pe abe) 6s 6s 5 0.066500 6006 sseeteeoeee. SI 
Green Up Time—*“Love Life’—Chappell ............0. ceeian de! > Ee 
Rendezvous With a Rose—Jay-Dee ....... La wins oo aah lk a 8 oes oe 


Sunflower—Famous hi ia8 
Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart—Mills (Cimacuweeseeece ae 


iO BEGG CCIE ww. cece ccc ccceccoee reer Te 38 
Beyond the Purple Hills—Goldmine ................ Sesvesccorse OF 
One Has My Name—Southern ............e0-ee00:8 cwiedeesewcecs Ee 
ee Io 5 0k s0'0 oe 60 800 000060000008 eulcnacie iavaceiecece,. « 
IIE Fo 55a 0.5 Se. hg 6b. 6.0:64.4.0 C0C0h0 453 00.0 GOO EH EOE 26 





Arthur Godfrey Music Corp 


chartered to conduct a music orp. ABE OLMAN DEAL T0 
lishing business in New York, with UNITE WARREN- GORDON 


200 shares of capital stock, no 4 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 


value. Directors are, Arthur M. | 
Abe Olman is reported set to 


Godfrey, T. Newman Lawler and 
Arthur F. Driscoll. Each holds one | 
share. close a deal uniting Harry War- 














| writing team. Tunesmith duo 
would be teamed also in their own | 
pubbery under the Robbine- | 
Feist-Miller banner. 

Gordon previously had his own | 
pubbery with 
Conn. Warren has been with Metro. | 
Josef Myrow, Gordon’s co-writer, 
remains under BVC pact. 


ASCAP’s First Postwar 


JA DREAM OF A LULLABY 


TARRA 


TA-LARRA 
TA-LAR 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 








New York 





1619 Broadwov 





| Authors and Publishers will stage 











‘New York the week of Jan. 31. 
‘It'll be the first gathering of the 


TONY 


PASTOR 


|war halted such activity. 


| termined, but it will range around 
60 to 75. There are 25 ASCAP field | 
offices. 


SOMETHING”’ 


,to the Society's N. Y. offices (hav- 
with ‘ing joined since the last conven- 
tion), ASCAP execs are arranging 


ROSEMARY CLOONEY tours to show them the workings 


on of the organization from top to bot- 
COLUMBIA RECORD 38297 tom. 


I'M IN 
THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 














SALT LAKE JOCK MAESTROING 
Salt Lake City, Jan. 18. 
Al “Jazzbo” Collins, KNAK disk | 
jockey, is working as a maestro at 
_ the Dixieland, a Savoy-like ball-| 
/room here. He's a guitarist. 








|gether a month ago and got the | 
| Dixieland job after two “try-outs 
for conventions which had “turn- 
|aways” at the gate. He followed | 
| Jack McVea’s band. 


bass, ‘““Dev” Jen- | 








tenor sax. 





S| ren and Mack Gordon as a song-| 


Bregman-Vocco- | 


Powwow for Field Men 


American Society of Composers, | 


a convention of its field men in| 


\field staff since 1942, before the | 
Actual 
number of men coming in isn’t de- | 


4é Since a fair number of the visi- | 
YOU STARTED | tors will be making their first visit 


Collins brought his group to- | 


The combo: Denverite Pete ia 


ee ene pose Ol ic ski star; 
nings, a 1 ympiec s | 

JIMMY McHU GH | drummer, Don Heath; localite gui- 
ROBBINS itarist Bob Gray; and Jack Clark, | 





Harris Riled at London = | f*@°****** 


On‘Angelus’ Release Date ¢ Songs with Larsest Radio Audience 


Attorneys for Chas. K. Harris 
| filed the usual threat of an in- 
' fringement suit against London 


Records last week for jumping a | 
Feb. 1 release date of the song, 
“While the Angelus Was a. 
“Harris, a Ralph Peer firm, 
burned over the release of the disk | 
;to the point where it has barred | 
the disk’s use from the air until | 
the proper time. ,.London’s record- | 
ing is by Anne Shelton. 


The top 31 songs of the week based on the copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. 
John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of January 7-13, 1949 
A Bluebird Singing In My Heart ................. Advanced 
A Little Bird Told Me +... Bourne 
Bella Bella Marie—i“‘Melody Man” ..............-Leeds 
Bouquet of Roses ....... .. Hill & Range 
Brush Those Tears From Your POR. OE Sem ows Ks Leeds 
Buttons and Bows—‘“‘Pale Face”.... .... Famous 
By the Way—i“When My Baby Smiles at Me". .BVC 


What made London's early re-| 4 Cuanto Le Gusta—i“Date With Judy”... ......... Southern 
lease bothersome to Harris is Down Among the Sheltering Palms ...............Miller 
the caliber of disks by rival com-| Far Away Places ie PS ee Laurel 
panies. Tommy. Dorsey did it for SC” "ERIE eieS Be. or Witmark 
Victor, Frank Sinatra for Colum- 


Ce OS ss Sic no ors ss bee ER 6 wh ee Leeds 


bia, Margaret Whiting for Capitol, 
Dick Haymes, Decca; Eddy How- 
ard, Mercury, and Johnny Des- 
mond, M-G-M. Tune, a French 
melody by Jean Villay!. with Eng- 
lish lyrics by Dick Manning, is 
known overseas as “Les Trois 
Cloches.” Jerry Johnson is South- 


Here I'll Stay—*“Love Life” 
Hold Me 

I Got Lucky In the Rain—* 
I Love You So Much It Hurts . 

In the Market Place of Old Monterey 
Lavender Blue—i"“So Dear To My Heart” 
Little Jack Frost Get Lost .. 


we eeee-- Chappell 
oh BO Robbins 
“As the Girls Go”...... Fox 
- ow eimels Melody Lane 
120eeees RRO 
sage eet Santly -Joy 








a : rece Ue ... bcs. ... Patmar 
ern’s professional manager. My Darling, My Darling—*“Where’s Charley”. ....Morris 
On a: Blow. Bene te Cie foe. nde 6 6b bcc weWe Melrose 
SADERUP EYEING TD’S Powder Your Face With Sunshine ............0.. Lombardo 
BenEesvOus Wie. @ TORO ok... ck cone eparscescces Jay-Dee 
TRUM POIMEN COUR 8c 2 sho noch + Eek bene Ramvass £00 bes Oxford 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. HOt COPtee BONG bss i 64 eh eK een bee eee eeu Bourne 
Deal is cooking for Sunde’ ii ie ee ees enna eee Ieee .... Dorsey Bros. 
“Pop” Saderup, operator of the What Did I Do— ‘“When My Baby Smiles”........ Triangle 
Aragon Ballroom, to take over | Tee Were Gait Feet ... Goo ede tena ws decease Shapiro-B 





[Tommy Dorsey’s lease on Casino The remaining 2 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 


rasa loci pote pened by. Ba- | Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 

oneer’s lease on the place still has| $ Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 

some six years to run and it’s un-| : 

derstand he wants $150.000— Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

amount covering some _ $125,000 mevyone the Purge Bis . on... Seca etd ete 6 sbeRa Goldmine 

in refurbishing he’s done since he | Down By the Station ... ccccoees American 

took over the spot -four. years ago. | Girls Were Made To Take Care Of ‘Boys. ise $6 atsles 5 Remick 
Saderup’s lease at the Aragon Hair Of Gold.. Seer Tier +++». Robert 

heads expired and he can depart on | ~ /t’s a Big Wide Wonderful W Mh idrecessoned BMI 

30 days notice. However, he has|¢ lve Got My Love To Keep Me Warm..,............ Berlin 

some $40,000 worth of equipment | f Villette... sr erereeeeeeeeeeees Jefferson 

in the ter pery and unless he can Maybe SOG 1s BO SHS. . oi 6% 6.5 44484RE8 eeoeeecers Triangle 

dispose of it (Casino already being | Money Song Tyee Eee Tee Te oa hihaiete aus ... Crawford 

completely furnished), he may|f My Own True Love ............. sc ceeeeeeseaeess Paramount 


Night Has Thousand Ey es—t* Night Has Eyes”.... 

One Has My Name 

One Sunday Afternoon—‘*‘ 

Pretty Baby 
Say Something Sweet To Your Sweetheart _ 


. Paramount 

.. Southern 

. Remick 

.. Remick 
Mills 


stay where he is. Trouble with 
present location is owner Charles 
Lick’s insistence that terpery re- 
main lighted six nights weekly in 
order to provide a biz lure for the | 


‘One Sun. Afternoon” 


adjacent amusement pier which the | So Dear To My Heart—7*‘‘So Dear To My Heart” . . Santly-Joy 
brewer also owns. Saderup has|¢ Sunday In Old Sante Fe . Preece er ee eee sans Pemora 
been losing coin lately on the full- | Sunflower coh e ee ree reese c cea weesesecccceens Famous 

w eek operation. Cc asino, on the | Too Much Love © 0000 600666 & 6B .0 0 6 66.6 © * Harms 
other hand, has been operating re-| ¢ You You You Are the ONG... .sxccraiensas¥es0e% Campbell 





cently on a three-day weekend | 
, proposition and made a. profit. 

| Harry James starts a series of |’ 
eight weekends at Casino on Jan. | 
28 at $2,500 against 60° privilege | 
for the Fri.-Sat.-Sun. stand. Deal | 
won't be disturbed even if Saderup | 
takes over the lease. 


| 
| 
F: 
; 
t 
t 
CASING GARDENS LEASE ? ie Meet alien Bae adel eee T 3. Harms 
Ee 
+ 
3 
B: 


*Tegit Musical. + Filmusical. 





44444 


SRE 


junket through Toronto and Monte 


JACK MILLS TO TO MICH. CLINIC 
real this week by taking in the Uni- 


Jack saree, ee of Mills Musie, versity of Michigan music clinie 
will wind up his current business’ where his firm has an exhibit. 








== 





‘Wheres Charley?” 
Ray Solgers SHOW STOPPER 


ONCE IN LOVE WITH AMY 


av Prank Loesser 





| 





| 
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ONCE IN LOVE WITH A-MY.__ 
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a — EDWIN H. MORRIS AND COMPANY, INC. 
maAR Sole Selling Agents 
| FREDDY 1ctOR 1619 BROADWAY . NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 
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|RCA Pop Albums Cut 


Coast AFM Local 47 | x | 
“Bocas Seale on 2 RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS = To 3 Records In Order } 
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e o 
Aspects of Arranging Fae 3 ms To Shave Retail Price 
Holl d.J 18 ARIETY £is 5 RCA-Victor is reducing the rec- 
ollywood, Jan. 18. ee. - 
Creating a marked difference be- Survey of retail disk best iin v2 8 ~ & £ ord content of its albums from 
© s ~ Md | e 
tween scales here and in New sellers, based on reports ob- é Zi tle &§ cs > z ‘four disks to three as a means of 
= = . ; > ? _ ~A Py e e 
Ore: Ree: SOC Fe ee Ee cid chet ioe bow s|¢% A = “4 ele (cl Bis a.) T cutting retail prices. At the mo- 
« > arr ; , . es w ‘ 4 ae 4 ms “ | ® 
scale. on arranging work done 7 "KS “ ting for this wm) § Sle lg Do 5 4 5 eis oO ‘ment, the regular four-disk pop 
ee ree ping ak. it & | & E ele/6is |x rs e e| 7 /packages sell for $4; by cutting 
% ram awe 849 7 $s 1eeK. | , ' 5 : 
Tilt was okayed, it’s under ana last we 9); Elo |v a a 2 Sis 8 8 A /out, one recording, Victor will be 
stood, after consultation with 21\2/8/7/8lalSis FISiy| Lb ‘able to retail them for $3.25 in the 
James C. Petrillo anent f the ‘ a | 3 | 2 % iv | l £ | | ‘usual album. In some future cases, 
long-standing demand of 125 or- es Week Ending lize ls Bll iB heels 2 | &|p | however, the company will market 
chestrators within local’s ranks for National ei 1 IiSlely gigi7| 2] = | O [albums in a different container 
are coin. Rating JAN 15 - 12 ~ s i | Sl ow | aig] I |'which looks just like the current 
Straight orchestrating rate re- * e ai< | fe 8 2 | | S | = = <iN type, but will enable the price to 
mains at $5.60 per page, but for Thic ' Fisiale |/BVlm ls |S lalelg T be brought down to $2.95. 
partial creative efforts such as This Last nes 2; } 6 |} @ | © | lel Si@ial s&s | Ss ie 
m dul: tions, the per-page rate was wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title IZ IOIim INDIO IN im | MINI A IY Bk First package being sold at that 
on , t $8.40 ‘ A regina enka. > ren aa FOE : his oe ee level is a new Perry Como group- 
te - ember tit to $11 20—just EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) 43 me ’ - mq |{ing of sides titled ‘Perry Como’s 
Geuthe te Gd sandeth wate 4 1 1 “A Little Bird Told Me” ie IS. Ae de S$ 3 7 79 P Supper Club.” It is made up of 
ouble e stana: ate AE acs ton SR clos tose osc ; 
OU a ; 7 »s which have been the most ‘ 
60 KAY KYSER (Columbia) - tunes W wee 
: New scale is purely local 2 4 “On a Slow Boat to China” : 4 4 @ Ss 8: 4 1 9 54 popular on his Chesterfield Supper 
. eyo ———. ae er DINAH SHORE (Columbia) Club NBC broadcasts. 








© 
—_ 


~ 





JAMES RE-FORMS FOR | 2—2—yButloms ant Bow ania naaiaanaen | 
’ 4 3 “My Darling, My Darling” iE FR TS Se Se A See ee RCA’S FOURTH QUARTER 
EIGHT MONTHS WORK MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) iim Bieta eK are ROY ALTY COIN UP 












































Hollywood, Jan. 18. 5 5 “Far Away Places” nee | 
Harry Jamés is reforming his BING CROSBY (Decca) 9 - 34 | RCA-Victor’s fourth quarter roy- 
ar to ie a as, work 6 6 “Galway Bay” ; ve - ce see see eeee 8 Bi eas Behe ee 8 Pi che ‘ | sity statements to mutie publish- 
with a Jan. 28 opening at t LES BROWN (Columbia) ; peng & ishtiv over the vre- 
Casino Gardens. Band will play 7 9 “I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm” 6 1 4 6 ....-0.,,....-...-..' 29 Jers wae up slightly over the pre 
eight consecutive three-day week- —————"INK SPOTS (Decca) | vious quarter. J hird three-month 
ends at the terpery at $2,500 Sesagecelags spite Sen Sfies a9 9 3 4 i 5 27 | payment of 1947 had been approx- 
BS wes tah , 8 13 “You Were Only Fooling os iid 3 ERE AS ee |imately 40% lower than tl al 
against a 60% privilege. <SETWN KNIGHT (Decca) | imately 40% lower than the tota 
Following the Casino stand, crew EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) —" > oF }coin disbursed for the correspond- 
will fly to Chicago for eight weeks 9 11 “Powder Your Face With Sunshine 8210 810 26 Bing period of 1946, indicating the 
of one-nighters and thence back nt SAMMY KAYE (Victor) . a |sharp drop of sales during 1947 
to the coast for eight more frames 10 7 “Lavender Blue” ......... ,. 10 i , AY ee, 6 - 10 21 | from the wartime boom period. 
as Casino Gardens. = CG. MIRANDA-ANDREWS SIS (Decca) : ~ Tl Victor's fiscal year ends Dec. 1 
11 8 “Cuanto Le Gusta”.......... _ eT OY 3 J. 19 and it gets its statements out within 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) | five weeks. Other companies run 





in 12 13 “So Tired” dA we s-aek 0 bane eo) ae bp Oe © ¢e oe ee ee ee ee 7 ee ht . 1 14 | their year from Jan. 1 to Jan. 1 and 
DOWN AMONG ils , MILLS BROTHERS (Decca) - fl usually take six weeks to deliver 
bee. “Glori ere eer ae ae ee ee | 13 statements. 


13 14 “Gloria” 


























































































































' ; JO STAFFORD-G: MacRAF. (Capitol) Le 
Nagai ; PALMS 14 : “The Pussy-Cat Song” ates a lr eee ae See 12 ae ' 
. EVELYN KNIGHT (Decca) ae , 
; ; 15A 13 “Buttons and Bows”................ -. -- +. ++ ++ ws se ss 10 — 
aes BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) ba 
lyric by James Brockman 5B. OO REO LE PEL RT RT Se Pera: 
nay ener ——- DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
A 15C “Lavender Blue”............+--see0- a ae ee ae ee. ee ee ae ee 10 
Scoring A BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) 
Great New Popularity 16 ; “Powder Your Face With Sunshine”... . La. ee ee. TS a, 9 
or PERRY COMO (Vicior) | 
17A “Far Away Places”..... Se ee ee , 4 8 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) , 
17B “Red Roses for a Blue Lady” caters . oe ae brmaibtGmin nb rcmnh. ih 3 8 | 
PERRY COMO (Victor) . ' : | 
18 “The Pussy-Cat Song” BCsike se Jee Be hs ose bas © aoe ed 7 3 . | 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) ; FRANKIE LAINE 
19A .. “Down by the Station”. LAO ee Ga ee eee ee ae ee. 8 ee. ee 6 | on Paect Lams : 
—— DINAH SHORE (Columbia) CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB I 
19B . Siar “AWEY “PUROON iii. 5 6 ste os seeds Saale re ef aa ee ee eee 6 Thursday Evening 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) ; : 
“The Birth of the Blues”............ Sewn sh es ew, ae eel wa at 5 6 7 i 
; | . : . 5 | It's a Dilly! 
FIVE TOP VAUGHN MONROE, | CAN HEAR IT ROSES IN GIANTS OF JAZZ WORDS AND 
SINGS NOW RHYTHM Music 
ALBUMS Vaughn Monroe Edward R. Murrow, Frankie Carle Varied Artists Varied Artists 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. Victor | Columbia | Columbia Capitol M-G-M 
1619 Broadway © New York 19, N. Y. — — — a eatin to ern 7 
Manning. “Kiss Me,” a waltz, is) smartly, aided by the Starlighters 





pleasant listening but it doesn’t!and some more Zimmerman ac-, 
Jocks and Jukes figure to stir unusual reaction. Comp. 


i ” Viola Watkins “Hey Mama, (He’s 
Dinah Shore So In _ Love”- | Trying to Kiss Me”)-"““My Real 














l—_ms Continued from page 36 jaa 





“Always True to My Fashion”) Fine Man.” (M-G-M). Miss Watkins * 
gcod jock stuff for library pur- | (Columbia). From Cole Porter’s| is M-G-M’s opposition to Victor’s | (Dilly Dilly) 
poses. | “Kiss Ble Kate” score, “So In; Rose Murphy and Capitol’s Nellie Santly-Joy, Inc. 


Se ON EIEN I ERIC 











_ Anne Shelton “While the An-' Love™ is an impressive piece of} Lutcher. She’s not quite the artist | 1619 Broadway, New York 
gelus Was Ringing’’-‘‘Kiss Me! melody sung with unusual appre-| that the other two are, at least on/| 
Goodnight” (London). Miss Shel-' ciation by Miss Shore. It promises! these two sides, but she shows 
ton got hold of a tune, in the, to be a sizeable jock request num-| enough to gather attention. Basic- 
. “Angelus” side, that sounds like ber since its impact builds with) ally, the girl works more like Miss Start off the New Year with 


it might make some noise. She every repeat. Harry Zimmerman; Murphy than Miss Lutcher and ‘ “ 2 
does it well, with full church- conducts the beguine accompani-| the two sides she skips over here this big novelty hit. 
mood . assists _from_the Wardour ment and rates a big assist. From| worth some jock attention. They’re 


, | Singers and Roy Robertson’s or- the same score, “Always True,” is; rhythm pieces. “Kiss Me” is a! 
LAUREL MUSIC CO., 'chestra. Jocks will use it often. It’s another hugely acceptable bit of! cute novelty whereas the ‘Real T Ss 
ih he melas based on “Les Trois Cloches,” material that jocks should spin' Fine Man” side seems like a fol- Hy Oo 


‘with an English lyric by Dick’ often. Miss Shore does it very! lowup on “Fine Brown Frame.” 











; | Platter Pointers 
Presenting a Smash Hit. from a Great Show... | Maxine Sullivan displays the 


| Style that made her on “Behavin 
Ty “ ec . 
ALL? Tt @) 24 KO hvs= | Mysel for You" (M-G-MD, a good siasian RECORD NO. e wis 
i”, ees s mosphere per- 
Produced by SAMMY LAMBERT and Opening New York, Jan. 22 | meates the Reggie Goff disking of OBIAS and LEM 
ANTHONY -B. FARRELL MARK HELLINGER THEATRE | “Streets of Laredo” (London)... = 
| Columbia and M-G-M each broke 














|out versions of “Running Off the 


| Rails,” first by The Columbia Or- 

| chestra and second by Philip 

|Green orchestra; both are good 

|..+ + Burl Ives’, who does “Laven- 

, der Blue” in Walt Disney’s “So 


Dear To My Heart” film, cut a 
commercial disking of it for Decca 
By ALLAN ROBERTS and LESTER LEE with Captain Stubby and the 

Buccaneers and a male chorus... 
“Little Bird Told Me” drew a per- * feature 
formance from the Wayfarers Gracie Field's London Record 


- | (London) that is the equal of most 
GEORGE SIMON INC of the U. S. versions «+e “Ten- FOREVER 
, a sod tee —_ to Clark 
s a i ‘ ts 
New York—HARRY SANTLY Hollywood—SIDNEY GOLDSTEIN push via Dick Franey (Mercury) 
5 - + « Lawrence Welk made a nice . 





A wis —Ke 
a WJBW — New Orleans 




















thing out of “Up Up Up” (Decca), | . 
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MCA Negotiating Deal to Take 
Over Grade Agency as London Branch 


London, Jan. 18. + 





Negotiatiens are understood to 
be under way between Music Corp. 
of America and the Lew Grade 
Agency of this city for takeover 
of the agency as a branch office 
of MCA. Grade is expected to go 
to New York shortly to complete 
the deal. 

It’s reported that MCA had of- 


Nitery Cashier Robbed 
On Way to Bank 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y., weekend 
receipts of $5,500, were hoisted 
Monday (17) by a pair of holdup 
/ men. Catherine Niglia, cafe’s 
| bookkeeper, was accosted by the 





fered $500,000 for the agency, with |armed pair as she was leaving the 


Grade remaining in charge. Agency 
countered with an asking price of 


nitery‘s lobby to deposit the coin 
in a bank. 


$1,000,000. Grade agency is said to|, Police believe it was an inside 


be backed by the Hyams Bros., 


job and an investigation has been 


who are reported to have invested | Started. 


$200,000 in it over the last six 
vears. Sidney Hyams, currently in 
the U. S., will probably participate 
in the sale negotiations. 

Another 
Charles Tucker, arrived in the 
U. S. yesterday (Tues.). Deal is 
also on for MCA to buy into that | 
agency. However, likelihood is that | 
MCA will buy into one agency or 
the other, depending on which 
deal is more desirable. 


BOLES’ BRITISH SUCCESS 
INSURES FALL REPRISE 


London, Jan. 11. 

John Boles completes his six- 
month British stint, which included 
an eight-week season at the Pal- 
ladium, when he winds up Jan. 29 
at a London nabe vaudeville house, 
the Wood Green Empire, and sails 
for home Feb. 1. | 

Boles’ round-Britain trip, which | 
opened in the north of England 
last August, has been such an un-| 
qualified success that the Hyman | 
Zahl agency, which sponsored it, | 
has booked him for a return visit 
next August for four months. His 
1949 tour will include a week at 
the Golders Green Hippodrome, 
another London nabe theatre, and | 
almost certainly a return West! 
End appearance, | 











Morton Downey opened at the 
Statler hotel, Washington, Monday 
(17) to nab inauguration trade. 


] 
British percenter, | 
| 








‘SOPHIE TUCKER FETED 
ON HER 62D BIRTHDAY 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 

Sophie Tucker celebrated her 
62d birthday last week (13) and 
the whole town turned out for the 
shindig thrown for her by her son, 
Bert Tucker, at his Robert E. Lee 
hotel here. 

Everybody in town was there to 
felicitate’ the indefatigable show 
biz vet, from civie leaders to the 
night club toppers, including Joe 
E. Lewis, Jackie Miles, Dean Mar- 
tin & Jerry Lewis, Bill Robinson, 
Alan Gale, Gracie Barrie, Frances 
Langford, the Vagabonds. Harry 
Richman, Rex Weber, Mack Miller 
and Perry Charles. 

Miss Tucker opens a four-week 
run at the Beachcomber Thursday 
(20), 





Chi’s Regal Resumes 
Stage Shows; Hampton Set 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Regal theatre here has resolved 
its standby music situation, which 
has kept stage shows out of the 
house for months, and productions 
will resume. Lionel Hampton’s 
orchestra opens week of Feb. 11. 

Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp. set Hampton, through Harry 
Levine, Paramount booker in New 
York. 


Comedy Trio Inked j 
For Mark Hopkins, S. F. 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 

Swank Mark Hopkins hotel tries 
out a new talent policy Feb. 1. 

Spot, which has _ heretofore 
booked singers for the most part, 
has inked Ben Blue, Patti Moore 
and Ben Lessy for four weeks, 
first time comics have been set for 
the Hopkins. 


Berg Seeks 106 
For Holiday Vamp 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. 
In the first such case of its kind 
| locally, AGVA has notified Billie 
|Holiday to appear before a trial 
board and answer charges brought 
by Billy Berg. Nitery op filed a 
complaint seeking $10,000 in dam- 
|ages on grounds songstress didn’t 
'show for the final night of her 
four-week stand last week and was 
late for shows during her stint at 
ithe nitery, causing him “embar- 
rassment and causing customers to 
| leave,” with resultant loss of biz. 


| Florine Bale, local AGVA top- 
per, accepted the complaint offi- 
cially and wired Miss Holiday prior 
to her opening at Cafe Society, 
'San Francisco, that she- would have 
to appear before the trial board 
|which will hear whatever explana- 
tions she has to offer. Board will 
'then decide how hard biz was hit 
‘by her actions and what restitution, 
if any, she must make. 

| Chirp was paid in full for her 
|four-week stand, at the $3,250 
| guarantee against a split of admis- 
isions and bar receipts. Take was 
‘collected nightly by her manager. 
| On the final night of the stand, 
| She showed at the club but depart- 
|ed before the first show was sched- 
|uled to go on, and did not return, 


| according to Berg’s complaint. 


Vallee Set for Roxy, N. Y. 














Bookers Eyeing Film Names Again 
To Bolster Waning Biz in Vauders 


+ Vaude bookers are again knock- 
jing at film studio doors for name 
talent at reasonable prices so ro 
current vauders can be sustaine 
On Contract Breach jand new houses opened. Bookers 
Chicago, Jan. 18. | fee} that talent agencies are unable 
Tom Kettering, former Frederick ‘to supply the demand, pointing out 
Bros. Artists Agency veepee, has that majority of names submitted 
filed suit for $5,225 against the | have only moderate boxoffice value 
talent office for back pay. Ket-!or are so highly priced that the- 
tering contends that his FB con-| atres cannot afford them. 
tract, which was to run until Dec. 
31, was broken last July. 
| Kettering, currently in San Fran- 
cisco, will return to Chicago to 
| process the suit. 





Kettering Suing FB 








Many bookers feel the only solu- 
tion lies in studio cooperation. 
|They hope to get stars with suf- 
|ficent b.o. pull to warrent large 
| salaries. 

Talent inkers have recently been 


ROXY CHORUS ENLISTS esting, fecers trom" agencies" on 
- AGVA AID FOR PAY HIKE 


| getting that kind of coin. 
| The Roxy theatre, N. Y., chorus Moin ataly . : 
is seeking an increase over cur-| However, when studio coopera 


—s ‘tion is obtained filmsters go out for 
|rent $45 weekly minimums. Chorus | considerably less. Warner’ star 


a Rpg tess Sper Pager hoe ang FM Carson has been playing for 
Guild of Variety Artists, in, which |® lesser guarantee, but is reported 
: f-living in- grossing neat takes on percentage 
they asked for cost-o f arrangements. Although Burt Lan- 
force lr on . cur | caster unit went out on a $10,000 
e Pewee : 33)| guarantee for a four-people act, 
Chorus elected deputies who will | total earnings were considerably 
meet with AGVA execs on pressing larger, because of percentage 
| higher pay demands. | arrangements. 

The best talent buy, according to 


4 'some bookers, is Jane Powell, 
AFM-WB In Accord On |who’s getting a salary of around 
° | $4,500 and percentages and who’s 
Earle, Philly, Stage Shows doing consistently good business, 
Philadelphia, Jan. 18 |Miss Powell is out under Metro 
sally slated | auspices. 

Peg corey Beg gran Monae | Bookers wouid like to get more 

: 5 ‘ . of these names at commensurate 
pr aa oie tanel 4 So | prices. For example, Harry Levine, 
Federation of ‘Musiclons Negotia- of Paramount, is currently on the 
tions are on for the Jack Carson | Coast in an attempt to get stars on 
show as opening attraction. | Studio tieins. Other talent buyers 
| It is understood that the union are attempting to work through 
lat a recent meeting gave peimis- Y. homeoffice execs. Decline 


| of ra (16 men) in picture making hasn't appreci- 
ee eS ee ere ably helped the vaude situation in- 


‘at the Earle. It formerly used to wagen 
/number 30 men, and the refusal of | @Smuch as most of the names asked 
for are needed in current produc- 


| 
| 
| 
| 





ny Kaye is the only filmster to be 





the Roxy theatre, N. Y., for two|sign on that many tooters has tion. 


| Rudy Vallee has been signed for the Warner Bros. management to 


Feb. 23. 





Quarter, N. Y. 


weeks and options, starting around | stymied return of stage shows. 





Musicians decided to okay the | Kitty Kallen opens at the Wil- 


Singer is current at the Latin! smaller orch to see how things liam Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, Jan, 
4 ie 


‘work out. 














with my 


+g. 





Pals, 


Harry Richman 


BACK AT THE CLUB BEACHCOMBER, 
Miami Beach, 


Jackie Miles 


The 4 Vagabonds P 
and Ted Shapiro 


QPHIE TUCKER 


Opening January 21st 





(Hello—Schuyler Family) 





So far, few have been signed. Dan® 
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Launching a New Idea 


changes of mood from serious to 
gay, with dialog and song, with 
modern ballet to depict and inter- 
‘pret certain themes, with good 
orchestral background and accom- 





Vet Chicago Hotelier Sounds Off on New Saloon 
Shows 


| amenity, without either quality. I 
isn’t good theatre and it isn’t good ac 


restaurant. f 
Some years ago, when the bank-! fo9q grows cold and drinks dilute. | 


By ERNEST BYFIELD 
Chicago, Jan. 18. 


ers were applying groan and grunt | 
holds on us, one of their locusts, | 
a bulky gent but no mental giant, 
turned on me _ savagely. 
doesn’t the College Inn do better 
business? It’s been open for 
years,” he demanded. 

“Did it ever occur to you 
the older the nightclub, the 
business it does?” I replied. 

The College Inn is generally 
credited (and debited) with being 
in longest continuous operation of 
any nightclub in the USA. Man 
and boy, Frank Bering and I have 
run it for about 35 years; before 
that, my brother Gene was the one. 
Except on occasions, we never 
really got to like it. Of course, it 
had its moments. Ben Bernie and 


that 
less 


ing Shows; Ted Healy; the great 
swing bands, and other great 
names and personalities. 
ten it was like Australia every- 
body knew about it but nobody 
went there. 

At best, a nightclub is the mon- 
grel offspring of an art and an 














HELENE and HOWARD 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
- Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 
(Order in Sequence Only) 


SPECIAL: The First 13 Files 
for $8.00!!! 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in Each Book) $10 per Book 
Send lc for lists of other comedy 
material, songs, parodies, minstrel 

patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C.O.D.’8 
PAULA SMITH 
200 W. Sith Street, New York 198 





“Why | 


But of-| 


‘these years, to have something go- 








paniment, all handled with black- 
outs, could develop 
cabaret formula which at least 
t would be different and might be 
tually entertaining. _ 
| J discussed the idea with my old 
'friend Les Weinrott, of CBS, and 
; 'MCA, and they’ both recom- 
PP nan Oe ay ghee a ern, | mended Sherman Marks, a local 
oom ean pore yea _ . . 
a , have been spouting these radio ge and a <= 
ni cn hat ak eb ceptional talent; to do the show. 
sermons for years; She other, He listened to the idea and became 
parehonsive vo me ’! enthusiastic about its possibilities, 
“Who listens. and Skitch Henderson flew his 
We closed the College Inn in pjane to Chicago for a conference 
June and arrived at the morose de- at the suggestion of MCA. His in- 
cision to reopen it with MISgIVINE. terest and eager acceptance of the 
(“Misgiving?,” Larry Adler asks, chore of doing the arrangements 
“The celebrated chanteuse?” ) and extra rehearsals. as well as 
With the help of a brilliant and | adapting his band and his singers 
inspired designer (Robert E. Led-' to this new formula, convinced us 
erer, we — a xe soe Preset that the choice was a happy one. 
formation in the room. Leder Sherman Marks has a flaw; he is 
made the low ceiling disappear by | a perfectionist. I told him that his 
painting it black, and managed to | anxieties about many of the effects 


If the show is good, 


| obliterate the room’s architectural | he hoped to create were needless; 


defects. The facelifting was made that in a nightclub, half the au- 


. . ‘complete by the use of a few sur-' dience was sitting with its back to 
the Celebrity Nights; the Iceskat- | 


realist mobiles, statues, and other | the stage, and there would always 
decorations. | be a number who would be inat- 
The,only problem left to us was |tentive, and that occasionally 
what to do for entertainment, there would be a drunk or two who 
which is like saying the only prob- might be over-attentive. I was 
lem a soldier has is to keep alive. wrong. When the show was finally 
The great name acts of the day produced, it drew a concentration 
were preempted by our competitors. of interest from our patrons that 
Bands seemed to have lost their ] have never witnessed in any 
draw. After much uncertainty, we other nightclub that I have ever 
hired Woody Herman. After fur- yijsited. Diners forget to eat and 
ther meditation, we realized we drinkers leave their highballs un- 
would need more than a name touched. 
band to revive the room. We tried In about two weeks’ writing and 
to get Herman to play dinner con- three days’ rehearsal, Marks and 
certs each night, dedicated to a Henderson put together a well- 
modern composer. His manager paced, completely entertaining and 
objected, saying that the cost of entirely original show. We called 
arrangements and rehearsals would 
be prohibitive. He was probably complishment seems to me to be 
right, but we became SS remarkable. 
that Rebop and Bebop might re- : 
sult in Nee (No Box Office Pro- Cafe Crix Don’t Dig It 
ceeds). Herman was __ sporting It did not seem as remarkable 
enough to cancel his contract be- to the cafe critics. On opening 
cause our ideas didn’t jibe. night most of them were more con- 
cerned about service, which was 
Groping For Innovation certainly confused, than they were 
The problem murdered sleep to about our presentation. Their re- 
such an extent that I began munch- views described our show exactly 
ing nemutals like peanuts. I was as though it were a typical vaude- 
balancing on my head one night, ville lounge routine. At our urging, 
trying to get an inspiration, when it one or two revisited the Inn and 
occurred to me that we might do a the result was two very funny 
performance with continuity in- | pieces about the surrealist sculp- 
stead of the customary nightclub | tures, mobiles and paintings, but 
cabaret. The very absence of a not a line that we had come across 
bandleader mispronouncing the even a faintly new idea. We real- 
names of attractions, I argued to ized then that our saloon reviewers 
myself in my delirium, would be are happier in saloons and that 
attractive, at least to me. I figured their writing circles in grooves like 
out that it was only fair, after all a phonograph record. Our local 
columnists did better, and so did 
ing on in the College Inn that I the public in commenting on the 
didn’t dislike too much. show. The boxoffice has increased 
It seemed to me that a show with each week and the College Inn is 
a thread of narration, with rapid now doing a satisfactory business 








with many of its old-time regulars 
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returning to their tables. 
Benny Goodman flew in from the 
Coast to see the show. and liked 


it So well he engaged Marks to 
write an act for his Paramount 
opening. 


A conflict in bookings forced 
Henderson to quit the College Inn 
after five weeks, which he did re- 
|luctantly. Jack Fina and his or- 

chestra opened up with the same 
| arrangement and show after two 
days’ rehearsal, and on the second 
‘night produced a_ performance 
comparable to Skitch’s. The at- 
tendance has been good. which 
shows that the idea has durability. 

A new idea in the nightclub 
_ business had better be durable. I 
want this for an epitaph, to be 
| carved in bold italics on my tomb- 
|Stone: “Here lies Ernest Byfield, 
, who took years to have a nightclub 
| performance which did not include 
| the line, ‘Let’s give this little ladv 
/a big hand.’” ; 


Nitery Dates 


| Dorothy Shay, following her run 
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., 
| opening tomorrow (Thurs.) goes to 
'the Beverly Country Club, New 
Orleans, March 3; Shamrock hotel, 
| Houston, March 17, and the Palmer 
House, Chicago, April 7 

Buddy Lester wound up his 
































‘VANDERBILT BOYS 


“TAPROBATICS" 


NOW PARAMOUNT, New York 
Pers. Rep.: JOSH MEYER, 48 W. 48th S+., New York 


Paramount, N. Y.. date last week 
and flew out to St. Louis for med- 
ical attention. He'll open at the 
Clover club, Mismi, tonight (Wed). 

Lena Horne signed for the/Fair- 
mont hotei. San rrancisctv. Aves 
12, and follows with the Flamingo, 
Las Vegas, May 19 

Charles Trenet booked for the 
Palace hotel, San Francisco. March 


Georgie Price slated for Palum- 
bo’s, wisiadetphia, Jan. 23. 
Three Stooges pacted for a July 











date at the Palladium, London, - 


- 


into a new} 


it a Montage in Melody. The ac- | 


‘Musician Snarl May - 
Balk Vaude Policy 
For Tivoli, Frisco 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 


Sherrill Corwin, who recently ac- 
|quired the old San Francisco legit 
house, the Tivoli, has been balked 
‘from establishing a vaude policy 
‘there because Frisco musicians Lo- 





cal 6 won't give him the same deal | 


‘Local 47 gave him here on his 


stageshow policy at the Million 
Dollar theatre. Frisco is currently 
vaudeless. 


Corwin offered to use a Local 6 
band half the time and to reopen 
the house on a regular policy. Lo- 
cal prexy Ed Moore countered with 
a demand that the theatre hire 11 
men and a leader from the local’s 
ranks and employ them fulltime. 
Corwin planned to use traveling 
name bands at least half the time 
and objected to paying standbys 
which, in essence, is what the de- 
mand amounted to. 

He had cleared details with op- 
erators and stagehands of the 
Frisco locals before pitchiag to the 
musicians. It’s understood _ that 
Moore, in insisting 12 local men 
be hired weekly. stréssed that only 
450 of 5,000 paid-up members are 
regularly employed. He needs to 
get members on the payrolls. 

Local 47 deal with the Million 
Dollar here is not as good as that 
offered in Frisco. Here, the musi- 
cians aren’t guaranteed any mini- 
mum of work. All that Local 47 
was interested in when setting up 
the deal was getting jobs for the 
musicians, regardless of whether 
they were traveling card carriers 
or resident members. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Jan. 18. 





Former NVA-Rogerites who are. 
out oi town curing report Isabelle | 


Rook, musician, and _ Patricia 
Mitchell, dancer, are doing nicely 
at the Raybrook, N. Y., san; Syd- 
ney Cohen, (Capitol theatre, 
N. Y. C.) recently mastered a rib 
operation at the National, Jew- 
ish Sanatorium, Denver; Alfred 
Michalski progressing nicely at 
the Rutland san: G. Albert Smith, 
actor, and Bob Connolly (IATSE) 
doing okay at the Vets hospital, 
Sunmount, N. Y. 

Helen Pelechowicz, mastered 
the Thoracoplasty operation at the 
general hospital, and back at the 
Rogers. 

Bobby Reyell motored in to visit 
Victor Gamba, who recently beat 
a serious setback. 

Louise (RKO) Harris has been 
uped for meals and mild exercise. 

Mark Wilson in for observation 
and checkup. 

William Katzen of the down- 
town colony left for Tucson, Ari- 
zona. 

Arthur Proffitt left for Dunel- 
len, N. J., for a short vacation be- 
fore resuming work. 
grade here in 15 months. 

Louis Shantzer (Loew’s)  re- 
ceived good clinic report that ups 
him for meals. 

Benny Ressler appointed chair- 
man of the “March of Dimes” 


drive. 

Margie Regan visited by Carl 
Kilory, Ted Gebo and_ Jerry 
U’Vanni. 


Write to those who are ill. 


Bop Combo Lack 
Worries N.Y. Cafes 


Royal Roost, N. Y., and its rival 
Clique Club have been more or 
less stymied recently in the buy. 
ing of bop combos of sufficient sta. 
ture to carry the marquee load. 





He made the | 


| QE WALKING DISTANCE 


Roost, which has already played a 
| majority of the best bop names 
has bought King Cole Trio and 
| Nellie Lutcher for separate dates 
figuring to add bop groups to their 
draw. Meanwhile, the Clique se. 
, cured Charlie Barnet’s large bop 
crew for three _ weeks, opening 
Feb. 21. 

Cole opens at the Roost May 5 
for three weeks, at $3,500 plus a 
percentage. Miss Lutcher precedes 
him April 14 for three weeks at 
$2,000 per. Tad Dameron, bop 
pianist, working as a single, prob- 
ably will go in with Miss Lutcher 
and another combination. 





Ignacio Bola, Cuban pianist, wil] 
make his U. S. debut at Cafe So- 
ciety, N. Y., Jan. 25. Julia Webb 
will bow on same show. Jack Gil- 
ford holds over. 











paeTrampoliningly Yours====—=—= 


PAUL AND 
PAULETTE TRIO 


Now LATIN QUARTER 
AT NEW YORK 


“The best thing in the show 
oddly enough, is an old-fash- 
ioned vaudeville “trampoline” 
act labeled PAUL AND PAUL. 


ETTE TRIO,.”—Danton Walker. 


Direction: LOU COHAN 














JUANITA ELLIOTT 


(of the Old Vaudeville Team, 
“ELLIOTT SISTERS”) 
has been confined to bed many yeurs. 
ORDERS FOR HER BOOKS AND 


OIL PAINTINGS WILL BE 
APPRECIATED 
“Memories of a Soubrette,” relating 


the author's own experiences on the 
stage, Price $1.00, 

Also Four Books of Poems—"Rain 
bow Ribbons,’’ $1; “Songs of the 
Sotthwest,” $1; “Wayside Notes of a 
Gypsy-Foot,” Tic; “My Flower Gar 
den,” All postpald. 
BEAUTIFUL OIL PAINTINGS of 
“Texas Blue Bonnets” and various 
scenes, from $5 up, according to size 

JUANITA ELLIOTT 
Editer The Chatter Box 
Hotel Buffalo, Buffale 3, N. Y. 


50e, 











Manny Opper 


that new comedian 


88th Week 
Hollywood Show Lounge 
Chicago 
IRV. LEVIN 








Pers. 








Mgt.: 








qememe/N PHILADELPHIA, ?A._ 


CLINTON HOTE 10th BELOW 


4SPRUCE 
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200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 
from *2 DAILY 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES 
HOUSEKEEPING FACILITIES 
Leautiful Air Conditisned Cocktacl Loungt 
OF ALL THOATA MS —— 














JAY S$ 


NEWPORT, 


WHISTLING IN SEVEN LANGUAGES 


Just completed PHIL SILVERS' TELEVISION SHOW 
MOCOMBA CLUB, PHILADELPHIA 
PRESENTLY TOURING "CHRIS CROSS UNIT" 
FEBRUARY 11th thru 24th LATIN QUARTER, 


FEBRUARY 25th Reminiscing 


Communications: 
Forest Lodge, 1028 Strong St., Schenectady, N. Y. 


EILER 


KENTUCKY 














MARION 


Opening 
February 5th 





SINGING SOPHISTICATED BLUES 


Currently 


TRITON HOTEL, Rochester, N. Y. 
Breaking All Records 6th Smash Week 


My Sincere Thanks to SAM IMBURGIA and PEGGY LOES 


CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 


POWERS 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 
Youngstown, Ohio 
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Pfeiffer Alleges Secondary Boycott’ 





In 3506 Suit Against Equity, AGVA: 





Chicago, Jan. 18. + 


Jules Pfeiffer filed suit in Chi 
superior court last week, seeking 
to enjoin Actors Equity and Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists, 
charging that both organizations | 
were trying to blacklist his pro-| 
posed cafe. In the same bill of | 
particulars, he is suing the two 
unions for a total of $350,000 dam- | 
ages. 

Former legit producer, after an- 
nouncing forthcoming opening of 
his north Clark street Bow-Wow- 
ery, claims he was informed by 
Jack Irving of AGVA that he was 
on the unfair list and would get 
no AGV.. acts for his spot. At- 
torney for AGVA said Pfeiffer had 
no application with union and 
therefore could not be on any “un- 
fair” list and was not refused acts. 
Testimony brought out fact that 
Pfeiffer, as yet, does not have a) 
city license, after which he stated | 


MOD Benefit 


Morey Amsterdam, Zero Mostel, 
Smith & Dale and Benny Rubin 
/are slated to appear in a one-night 
vaude stand at Carnegie Hall, N.Y., 
| Friday (21) for the benefit of the 
March of Dimes. Joe Franklin, 
|WMCA disk jockey, is preseriting 
the show. 

Others slated to appear include | 
Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, the Ravens, Dinah Wash- 
ington, Conrad Thibault, Gus Van, 
Eileen Barton, Calgary Bros. and 
Dave Barry. 








| 


$8,500 GROSSED BY 


ANNUAL FRIARS FROLI 


The Friars’ 44th annual benefit | 
show, held Sunday (16) at the Im-| 


Helene & Howard Settle 


j}made under N. Y. 


New Columbus Arena 


Columbus, O., Jan. 18. 

A million-dollar sports arena is 
| being planned for Columbus, O., 
within the next year. Columbus 
Sports Arena has been incorpo- 
‘rated with authority to sell 5,000 
| Shares of no-par common stock. 

Incorporators are D. L. Kuhns, 
H. C. Hoeflich and Peter J. Minck. 








Contract Breach Suit; | 
Get Release on 5-Yr. Pact 


A settlement was effected last 
week between Helene and Howard, 
dance team, and agent Matty 
Rosen and his wife, Lorraine Rog- 
nan, in breach of contract suit in- | 
stituted by the latter. Settlement, 
supreme court 
auspices after jury to hear the case 
had been sworn in, calls for pay- | 
ment of $5,500 by the dancers to | 
Miss Rognan in return for termina- 
| tion of her five-year contract with 
the dancers. 

Terms of pact called for dan- 


that politicians were holding it up.| perial theatre, N. Y.. grossed an | cers to pay Miss Rognan 25% of 


Pfeiffer’s troubles date back to 
his ill-fated tour of “Swing Mika- 
do” last fall, which folded in St. 
Paul. Cast was stranded and money 
was divided among 72 members, 
majority non-Equity, and bus trans- | 
portation furnished back to Chica- | 
go. 1OUs for balance of money due | 
them are still outstanding, al-| 
though bistro operator claims he is | 
no longer responsible, as notes 
were issued by a corporation. 

Nixed Equity Bond 

Before production, Pfeiffer said | 
that Equity asked for an $8,450 | 
bond, but he nixed hag may = 
grounds it was contrary to Taf 
Hartley law, which prohibits bef 
ognition without vote and certifi- | 
cation by National Labor ee 
Board. 





{Johnny Pransky, 
| Harry Adler. 


estimated $8,500. Figure includes | 
receipts of the souvenir program. | 
House was scaled from $6 to $25. | 

Milton Berle, the Abbot, emceed | 
a long show that, as usual with | 
Friars shows, was somewhat in the | 
tradition of oldtime vaude. Pro- 
gram included straight vaude acts 
and sketches. 

Show, under supervision of Wil- 


| liam Brandell, was staged by Dick 
|Henry, Eddie Elkort, Al Beckman, 


Nat Dunn and 





Sammy Kaye May Play 
Summer Date at N.Y. Copa 


There’s a_ possibility Sammy | 
Kaye’s next location date in New | 


Counsel for Equity said Pfeiffer | York will be played at the Copaca- | 


was on actors’ union unfair 


list | | bana 


nitery. Kaye and Monte | 


for failure to pay Equity cast mem-| Proser have been discussing a deal | 
bers money, due them and Equity | 'that would bring the pop combo | | without union’s permission. Helene | 
had not concerted with AGVA as | in sometime in August. His would | and Howard’s agency contract with 


far as any other “supposed ban”) be the first pop combo of such | Rosen has one year to go, with op- 


was concerned. Pfeiffer alleges that | name calibre to play the spot. 


AGVA is using secondary boycott, | 
contrary to T-H act. Spot is set} 
to open Jan. 24. 

Further hearings are set for this | 
afternoon (18) before Judge Don- | 
ald McKinley. 


Copa is also discussing a string | 
of vocal names to follow Connie | 
| Haines, who opens with Dean Mar- 
;tin and Jerry Lewis soon. Kay 
Starr, Peggy Lee, and Frankie | 
Laine all have been mentioned. 











Tricks in Every Trade! 





JAN AUGUST 


and his Piano 


MUSIC THAT SPELLS 


M-a-G-é-c le Millions 


| 


| 
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iowd the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, | 
| Fla 
takeover of the Carnival, 
‘from Nicky Blair, current lease- | 
| holder. 
‘burlesque policy similar to that 
' being used at the Colonial, which 
_is reported to be the second big- | 


| some 


er, operator of the Beachcomber, 


their earnings over $300 weekly 
iin return for routining their act. 
Sometime ago dancers stopped | 
paying and Miss Rognan subse- | 
quently sued for back commis- | 
Team, in 


sions. return, brought 
| Suit against Miss Rognan and 
Rosen. Last week’s_ settlement | 
|ended their contract with Miss 


Rognan. Further .fireworks are ex- 
petted inasmuch as dancers are 
now expected to press for ending 
of their agency contract with | 


| Rosen. 


Rosen, in return, has declared he 


| will proceed against the team for | 


attorney fees in connection with | 
their suit against Miss Rognan. It’s | 
his contention that under regula- 
tions of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, an act or agent | 
|;cannot go to court unless settle- | 
ment is attempted by the union. 
He claims that the team violated | 
AGVA rules in taking him to court | 


| 


| tions for another three years. | 





Miami Overboard on Shows, With 
60 Cafes Angling for Scarce Coin 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 


This winter playground has cur-| 
Tently greatest assortment of shows | 
| in the country, with the situation 
| reaching a peak this week with the | 
| opening of Hialeah racetrack. 


To the scores of niteries have | 


been added the one-nighters by 
radio and concert toppers, plus the 
reopening of the Miami Opera 
Guild season. Also the influx of 
the cafe “‘names’’ already installed 
or preeming in the next 10 days. 
On the one-nighters, there are 
Bob Hope and his troupe, for the 
Orange Bowl on the 22d; Alec 
Templeton in the Municipal Audi- 
torium in Miami on the 3lst; Hor- 
ace Heidt and his “New Talent” 


BOB HOPE’S BOFF 1806 








IN 11 ONE-NITER DATES 


Atlanta, Jan. 18. 
Bob Hope’s one-nighter tour has 
| been extended to Feb. 5 because | 
of king-sized grosses. Comic has 
snared $180,000 in his 
dates. New dates lined up so far 


include Minneapolis, Jan. 31; Kan-| 
Louis, | 


sas City, and St. 
Feb. 3. 

Hope’s cast includes Doris Day, 
‘Bill Farrell, Irene Ryan, 


bach and Les Brown’s band. 


Feb. 1, 





Vet British Juggler Set For | 


U. S. Theatre, Cafe, Dates 


Gaston Palmer, veteran British 
juggler, has been signed for his | 
first U. S. date in more than a| 
decade. He’ll go into the Roxy 
| theatre, N. Y., late April or May. | 
He’ll precede the Roxy stand with 
an engagement at the Latin Quar- 
|ter, Boston, March 13. 

Palmer’s first appearance in this 
country was around 1915. 


| ris agency. 


Minsky May Get Carnival; 
| Schuyler Bids for Harem 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. 
Harold Minsky, who now oper- 





has started negotiations for | 
| a oe 


Minsky plans to install a | 


gest grossing cafe in the Miami | 
area, and probably the largest | 
moneymaker. Transfer is expect- | 


ed to take place in several weeks, | 
/and Minsky will go te New York | 
_around March 1 to supervise altera- | 


tions. 

Minsky has been anxious to get | 
in on N. Y. nitery operation for | 
time. He was originally | 
slated to produce shows at the 
now defunct La Martinique when | 
Monte Gardner took over, but deal | 
fell through. Minsky, at one time, | 
operated the Club 51 on 52d street, 
‘ae Fe 

Deal is also on for Ned Schuy- 


Miami Beach, to buy the Harem, | 
N. Y., from Nat Harris. Latter 4 


currently in Miami Beach, where 
_he’s managing the Brook club, and | 


is huddling with Schuyler on a| 


| deal, which is slated to be finalized | 


this week or next. It’s likely that) 


'Schuyler will not start work on} 
‘the N. Y. spot until April. He. 
| plans to install a multiple head-| 


liner policy such as is in effect 
| at the Beach spot. 





Pitt Light Opera Starts | 
49 Ball Rolling Early 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
Sam Handlesman, who handled 


| business end of Civic Light Opera 


Co. here last summer for first time, 


| has been appointed to that post 


VALDO and PRINCESS PAT {I 
“TOPS IN MENTAL MAGIC” 


permanently and is in Pittsburgh 
already starting the ball rolling 
|for the 1949 season at Pitt Sta-, 
| dium. 

William Wymetal, who has been 
the executive director of the pro- 
ductions past two seasons, has 


| been given the nod again for °49 
}and will be on the scene, 
| shortly. This is the last year the 


too, 


Stadium will be used; by 1950, the 
group expects to have its own 


$1,000,000 amphitheatre built. it 


first 11 | 


Hy Aver- | s¢ 


He’s be- | 
|ing booked here by William Mor- | 


| show on Feb. 6, with Vaughn Mone 


'roe in Coral Gables the same night; 


| Spike Jones and his revue on the 
| 10th, also in Coral Gables; 
| Draper and Larry Adler on Feb. 


Paul 


| 3ist, in the concert series in the 
| Auditorium. 


| 


| Parade of nitery openings has 
included Gracie Fields at the 
Brook Club; Joe E. Lewis at Club 


Boheme; Lenny Kent at the Pad- 
dock Club; Myron Cohen at the 
Mayfair; Beachcomber _introing 


Frank Sinatra for four days (16- 


20) followed by Sophie Tucker, 
Jackie Miles, Harry Richman and 
the Vagabonds; Copa City with 


Kay Thompson and Williams Bros., 
Peter Lind Hayes and Sammy 
Kaye’s orch; Ella Fitzgerald and 
‘Stump and Stumpy at the Monte 
‘Carlo; Cab Calloway, Gracie Barrie, 
Buddy Lester at the Clover Club; 
new burly show at Minsky’s Colo- 
nial Inn, plus dozens of others, 
offering big, fair and small attrac- 
| tions in what adds up to over 60 
| night clubs. 

| Then, there’s the big group of 
hotel lounge and patio setups with 
top rhumba bands featured as well 
jas entertainment; the new stock 
company preeming at the Beach 
Pier with Edward Everett Horton 
and Glenda Farrell featured; the 
dog tracks; the shows current and 
the pic specials, viz: “Hamlet” and 
Red Shoes.” 

Vet observers figure that with a 
|} permanent population in the over- 
all county (which means plenty of 
residents in outlying centers who 
rarely go out) of some half million, 
swelled by 150,000 tourists; this 
area has more amusements than 
either New York or Chicago at 
their busiest, even on a compara- 
| tive basis. 

| It’s too much, they’re screaming, 
especially in a year where, though 
there are more people here, the 
buck is so tight that practically 
| every business man is beginning 
to wonder “‘when does the season 
begin.” Which is what many a 
nitery, or other entertainment op- 
‘erator, is going to be asking soon. 


i 
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Night Club Reviews 


~ . a . t | 
N. ¥ Verna, ballroom terpers, take spot | 
oy Wye me “ one ‘to Rubenstein’s “Romance, and eXx- 
“ gee 4 ie, — Godkin. "The hibit smooth <4 oat ns ane Fast 
re arry, l . ‘ te endition | 
Tattlers (4), Linda Lombard, Herb eg ary le box | 
George, Line (8), Michael Durso backing to “Dark Town Strutters | 
and Fernando Alvares Orchs; spe- Ball.” and Paso Doble also bring | 
cial music by. Gordon ee good getaras. | 
— aad: poser Bey renee ty | McCarthy and Farrell god 
: ee i - with 

i ivi , y ninimum. | Same material as last year, wl 
SET: Fae no deviation even, in panto, rou-| 
.., tines to disks. After takeoff on| 
With Mitzi Green getting top bill- gic, jocks, pair mimics Crosby and | 
ing, —— jd Carl yt Martin’s “Lilly From Laguna” and 
the Barrys, the new © ‘ y sbvy an olson’s pi rd | 
doesn’t lack for money values. It pe Blighted My Life.” ‘Returns | 
has vind gay ear ements are mild. although mugging gets | 
to satisfy most tastes. itters from ringsiders. eCarthy | 
occasional, items that don’t uphold pe sl with sunteleg of Flagstad’s | 
the Copa’s high standard but, by “Valkyrie,” but onlookers don't | 
and large, the current D incnmegee share same enthusiasm. Max Shul- | : se Pos. 

has good taste and performers Of jjan’s material possesses satirical | . 

‘his is another repeat date nut in patter fort ‘ - _ Bee | 
Miss Green, a versatile comedienne here. Comedians’ easy style and A sy ap eg tne —— 
whatever the medium of entertain- yjtality make up for somewhat slug- | touring \ a ; 
ment. She’s getting to ge a. gish pace. “ PR nn ag 
self more and + ag “th As ~ Miss Knight keeps patrons in| Pantages Theatre Bldg. 
Sophie Tucker = sme me” bl e Palm of her hand during renditions | Hollywood, Calif. 
works, though without the blue C?istandards and her recorded hits, 
stu re l SS Ses. 66 ° °° ‘6 u 
ever, the voice and —: a es er taL tO ehadane: 
tosses off a lyric or a line—thes 7 4 a7 . sve." 
are ' indelibly Miss Green’s own anes Ban lb gienon | Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
showmenty - @temies, _— ~~ like intimate drawing room, par-|_ Harvey Stone, 
opening-night mob went for her in ticularly when singing to male ring- Ralph DeStephano Orch (5); $3- 
beck fashion. siders via roving mike. Encores $3.50 minimum. 


























Carousel, Pitt 


| Jimmy , 
| trampoline champion, and he per- | 


PAUL & PAULETTE TRIO 
Trampoline 

10 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Two males in bellhop garb and 
a cute looker are a youthful and 
attractive trio, with the girl (wife 
of one) supplying considerable 
beaut dressing. She does some 
standard stunts on the trampoline 
to give the indication that she’s 
not along just for the looks that 
she supplies. 


Acts 


Apollo, the boys impress as an ac- 
complished group, but lack the 
polish and finesse that further sea- 
soning will probably give them. 
Rhythm outfit comprises piano, 
electric guitar and bass. Did three 
numbers here, “Gonna Laugh at 
You 1,000 Times,” ‘Wrapped Up 
in a Dream” and a punchy novelty, 
“Ad-ee-yah.” Pianist generally 
carries the melody, with vocal 
becking by his mates. On the 
whole, Do-Ray & Me is an okay 





The younger of the males is 
Garner, former AAA 


forms some difficult tricks with 
consummate ease. 

There aren’t many acts of this 
type around any more, but for the 


time there is still available in the 

vauders, they can play any of 

them. Plus the larger niteries, too. 
Kahn, 

| MAXINE 

Songs 

9 Mins 


The singularly labeled Maxine, 


band several years ago, has been 
on her own for some time, but has 
so far escaped attention of the 


Shirley Lane,| New Acts files. During the inter-| 


|vening time, it seems she’s upped 
her voice placement 





Some of her new material md include “Saloon,” one of her earlier 
not be as effective as the stuff she's recordings: “Lass With Delicate 


This is a return engagement here 


used in the past, but there’s nO) Ai.» ang finally, the much re- 7 2 
doubt as to her ability to hold an cuested “Little Bird. Told Me.” for Harvey Stone, who was a big 
aucience. or < : s , 


a Cav TH ; and Generous offerings and easy charm hit at same room last summer, and 
re hart he any _———— the going’s a bit rougher. That’s 
1e Williams Bros. 

Miss Green is doing around a 
half-hour, opening with a cute in- 
tro in which she agg “_" — 
light in being back in New York! %**s- , ** 
after Hollywood. Then a _ para- Ping is in usual top form. Greg. 
phrased version of “Mahzel” which — | was — a — now cad 
is passably effective, followed by _. ; was having a hard time warmin 
hae inevieabbe capsule imitations of Copa City. Miami Beach ‘em up. 
name hon gh ee ae mae Miami Beach, Jan. 12. eventually he Gd. however, but 
West, George Arliss, le 4ewis in = Jack Cote! it took too long, and he had reason 

: = i ; nny oungman, Jac ole j 
‘ . ear » iwer- ‘ : y = > 1r =t< * 
and Sophie Lapeer Bary Pose: al Dancers, Diosa Costello, Xavier 7? be and leek — ‘4 — 
ae as thee saihaetal that goes with ,Cugat Orch, Georgie Tapps, Tony | © t into th wide reatine sol Gere 
A ~~ hile original “doesn’t en- Bavaar; production by Donn Arden oe -_ 0 hi Ww 0 W 
sk bt 4 ft. ; " and Benny Davis. Music and lyrics — int th. temilicr GI : 
wey Coane a ” - f by Abner Silver and Davis. Mini- it the ove oh ag x ny ee 

Molly , McGee, é a, “Miss mum $4, Barry Gray in the Lounge; ‘ ak 4 ae’ 3 y ona * ge «ache 
Ere, cu thonr saleat alone, makes |" minimum. jackie Heller who owns place and 
ireen, on she ale ; ; : 

i “e é he material de- serves as host and m.c., wasn’t 
ger age Nhare are any There’s another well balanced around, having been on sick list 
doubts, there is that — bit, show on tap in this plushiest of) for couple of weeks, didn’t help 
in which Miss Green perfectly sug niteries. | Stone any. Heller’s a shot .in the 
sests her subject in both voice and cae es, ron arm for all performers who play 
manner and even to that slack-| . Trio of toppers on tap wrap up, his Carousel; his intros and hold 
outfit costume that Miss Thomp- with the Jack Cole dance group he has over the clientele here have 
son affects. The Williams Bros. practically stealing the show with paved the way toa clicko for many 
have been cut down to two, the their modern dance interps. performers. 


captivate audience for a begoff. 
Barclay Allen neatly 


Miss Knight at keyboard. Orch) virtually no change in his material, 


had changed. Everything he did 





backs ; because comic has come back with | 


also does neatly for the dance ang opening show he was wonder- | 
Abbott Dancers’ lively step- ing out loud whether the place! 


lap again when he 


|register than in the _ contralto 
| groove. The vocal elevation lends 
a lighter and more graceful char- 
acter to her work. 

Maxine is an authoritative sing- 
er who infuses feeling. into her 
work and getting maximum re- 
sponse out of “Maybe You'll Be 
There” and “Don’t Take Your 
Love From Me.” She does well on 
the rhythm tunes as well. She’s 
okay for most cafes and vaude. 
Jose, 


{DO-RAY & ME (3) 


| Songs, Instrumental 
' 11 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

This sepia, all-male instrumental 
trio is one of many similar units 
that have built up an advance rep 
on the strength of its recordings. 


In making their vaude bow at the! high-ceilinged spots. 


Lewis and White get sock returns | Mother Kelly’s, Miami 


for standard, ‘‘Me and My Shadow. 

Although briefly introduced be- 
fore, Geraldine DuBois comes on 
to clown and sing with Lewis. This 
well-stacked gal revives a few 
| Oldies brushed up in the modern 


several | 
notches, singing more in the mezzo} 


cocktail unit for the more modest 
|nitery spots using this type cent 
ilb. 


| FRANKIE QUE 

| Dancing 

|9 Mins. 

| Apollo 

| With a smooth, effortless terp- 

|ing style, Frankie Que is better 

|than the average male hoofer who 
struts at the Apollo. His shuffling 
is done with an air of precision. 
Unfortunately, however, he con- 
fines his proficiency to very few 

| routines. 

| There’s 1 sameness to the sepian 


| who vocaled with the Phil Spitalny | Que’s stepping which is the more 


| accentuated by the relatively long 
|time he’s onstage. Either the use 
of more varied terping or addition 
|of a line of patter would provide a 
better change of pace. Turn needs 
more development before it’s 
ready for the more lucrative vaude 
and nitery bookings. Gilb, 


| NOBLE TRIO 
| Acrobatics 

|5 Mins. 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Comprising two males and a 
femme, the ofav Noble Trio do 
expert acros on parallel and hori- 
zontal bars. Rapid-fire routines 
are done in a comic vein. 

For a climax the males do head- 
| stands atop the parallels. Attached 
'to their noggins is a special brace 
to which the ends of a short rope 
is made fast. Gal partner then 
spins in mid-air with her teeth 
clenched in the center of the line. 
It’s a novelty that produces sock 
| results. Trio is fine for vaude, but 
height of its special equipment 
| likely limits their nitery work to 
Gilb. 





— 


Miami Beach, Jan. 16. 
| Joe Frisco, Cully Richards, 
|Frankie Hyers, Sammy Wolfe, 
|Chloe Peterson, Ruth Gillen, Joe 
Candullo Orch; minimum $2. 


/manner, “April Showers” and “My! 





“brothers” in the Copa act com- 
prising Fred Barry (of the Barrys) 


On in two spots, led by Cole, the 


Stone’s got a style that is easy 


| Little Rosie.” In cute novelty num- 


‘trio of femmes and the team of to take and he slides effectively | ber, soubret and comedian discuss | 


One of last season’s clicks, this 


and Herb George, production 
singer. 

Ravazza is generally effective in 
his personality songstering though 


lads handle the intricate routinings under the skin with 
in superb fashion. First brace. to ve enh: yong . weenie to _ 
tee off the solo spots, are the general run of cafe raconteurs, who 
‘ : ‘ly te. - He’s familiar Cole Indo-Javanese weav- sometimes produce more nervous- 
he’s sometimes overly cu .. looks igs, with the spins, head-move-/| ness out front than relaxation. For 
got a pleasant ged pe k ai ments and precision group work return dates in such a short time, 
and the kind of . aw Si Ne could Palm-sparking in their coordina-| however, he does need a wider va- 
gals just wanna oth a tures, tion and imaginative staging. It riety of stuff to intersperse with 
subdue some 0 . ad eerat in. Was in their next to closing spot, his sock standbys. Comic carries 
Does a a gl hmics Calypso though that sextet had them lit- a pianist, who gives him a nice, 
clude straight rhythmics, YPS© erally cheering. A reworking of pleasant musical background that 
and ballads. ‘the Harlem jive type patterning hits the ear easily. 

Susan and Fred Barry are mak- they purveyed at the Colonial Inn. Only other act on the bill—Hel- 
ing their Copa debut as a team, jast ‘season, it kept the mitts ler’s usually around to make it a 
though both have been here before, mounting via the topping knee- three-turn layout at the Carousel— 
she as a Copa Girl oe he ae slides into a begoff. is Shirley Lane, a_ well-stacked 
ae wa siete.’ he espe- | Henny Youngman, in the comedy hoofer who makes a flashy appear- 

at te ith his personality, some- Slot, turns up some 10 minutes of ance and gets off some slick terp- 
thing “incidentally which she’s |¢w material that had them howl- ing. Ralph DeStephano’s small 
lacking They're hampered by the ing. In so vast a room, with his combo backs things effectively, 
small floor, but he still amazes type of straight, gag lined material, with maestro tooting a smart trum- 
with those. airplane ‘lifts. And. it was to his credit that the laughs pet and Joe Lescak a whiz at the 
there’s always that cute ‘lullaby came in staccato fashion. Topped keyboard. Their dance music is a 
closer. r Pong ho ips ee bit, peroneenns ~% — than many So 

; ; . y Cugat and stringers from his the size. ohen, 

orf Godin handles a couple of oren. “All aued up to a sound ses 

tative dancing, while Linda Lom- ‘!0? of top comedics. P 
bard and Herb George are the pro- |The Latin hip swingers who've 
duction singers, both of whom Plaved this town so frequently in 
click, The Tattiers are an evenly |Past months, remained obvious Chicago, Jan. 4 
1ixed click foursome of harmo- carbons, : ‘ é i . 

nizers who work the production on with her native songs and zingy “a a poems & tee 
numbers. hip-weaves. For a topper, follow- ottnat "4 b revue, which is 

Mike Durso, as usual, plays an ‘28 her work with the balding ring- t aiaak hy = ey policy 
effective show in batoning the Copa Siders, she switched completely, to - L . ee 7 While Lewis 
orch, with Fernando Alvares doing 4 ballad group in native, English ae 4 aauaee ing to the older 

tiptop job on the Latin dance 294 Yiddish on the mother theme, S¢' 1S Nostalgic, the comedian- 
A 208. that revealed a surprising aptness Clarinetest has tied a show together 
rhythms Kahn p & ap 

: S. ‘ ‘for a slow, legit arrangement. En- harper op to all age groups. 
‘cored with a frenetic version of 4ewis himself is a working ex- 

: the “mambo,” partnered with her ample of his panacea for all hu- 

Empire Room, Chi , drummer. /man ills as he recites his philos- 
(PALMER HOUSE) } Production is solid, though cut ophy, “s Only Count My Pleasures 
Chicago, Jan. 11. | considerably for the Cole group, Not My Years.” Reed Sisters trio 

Evelyn Knight, McCarthy & Far- Costuming is tasteful and striking backs Levis in tune, “It's a Most 
rell, Landre & Verna, Abbott Dan-, for the 12 lovlies in the line.'| Unusual Day,” bringing on sepia 
cers (8), Barclay Allen’s Orch Georgie Tapps is on briefly and dancer-comics Elroy Pease and 
(14) with Delores Crane and Alan effectively for his _tap-ballet-spin Paul White, who do some high and 
Simms; $3.50 minimum, $1 cover. sen tee eg one handles wi Lowte ter a's, ae — join 

1@ Davis-Silver numbers in top ’ of softshoe. 
: er manner. Xavier Cugat emcees with Maestro turns carny bar 

Regulation vaude bills instead of accented charm. His orch can take gives out with pitch to ‘Sees os 
revue format looks like payoff bows for the solid job they turn in Costello Twins, blond lookers, who 
policy for this popular rpom.. Eve- on a tough show, music wise. get close attention with rapid toe 
ok pag IE gy har i In the lounge, Barry Gray is Spins and flying splits, ending with 
with a . : ick, i sittle Bird pack for his midnight to three 4 series of body flips and cart- 
Told Me, Fg “od + gl ayem radio airer, with practically Wheels. Had to beg off. Pease 
aahonaed o M h2 mgnt's stay every nitery act in town coming on garners laughs with 
a _ My K voyel . ia Fd rsnbed plus his usual con- Spare That Tree.” 

Merrie Oo ancers set live- troversy-making comments on loca i y ir 
ly and colorful pace in “Cumana” and _ national “events. It Reed Sisters have a spot of theis 





Chez Paree, Chi 
(FOLLOWUP) 








his own composition.. Landre & junct to the main room. Lary. 


his studied | the old and new looks, worked up | 


| for sock returns. 

Pease and White race halfway 
through song and dance of “Swing 
For Sale” before Lewis interrupts 
and “chides” them for cheap enter- 
tainment and panhandling. Hurt 
look on Pease’s face breaks up the 
audience. Duyo really rocks with 
“Necessity.” Cast members and 
band join for “Whiffenpoof Song.” 

For the final section of the show, 
Lewis starts off with “When You're 
Smiling,” bringing on Miss DuBois 
and line girls. Lewis encores 
ge “When My Baby Smiles at 

e.” 

Sol Klein conducts the show and 
Cee Davidson takes over the baton 
for an excellent job on dance sets. 

Don. 








Casino Russe. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


This vodka and beef stroganoff 
dispensary is one of the best 
showcases that Emile Boreo has 
had in New York. This bit 
of old Muscovy has a continental 
| crowd very much to his liking. 
| Spot’s patronage can appreciate 
|the numerous languages in which 
|Boreo sings and gets full appre- 
|ciation of his unorthodox lingual 
| acrobatics. It’s also a crowd that 
|can appreciate his sly asides and 
comedics. 


The Casino Russe, long a centre 
|of family trade, will probably face 
/an invasion of the Broadway hep- 
|Sters. Boreo packed the house on 
| Opening night and will probably 
| build as he goes along through 
| word-of-mouth. His recent concert 
/at N. Y. Times Hall has been in- 
strumental in creating plentiful 
Support for this  singing-comic. 
| Such double-talk bits as his inter- 





| pretations of “Oh Johnny” and 


“Four Leaf Clover” are audience 
| Winners. In addition, his standard 
“Wooden Soldiers” and “Dark 
| Eyes” as sung in various tongues 
| are prime audience fodder. 


| Rest of the show has a conti- 


nental sparkle with Sonia Woji- 


oly i 
Woodman, | kowska in a native Polish dance, 


Vera Bryner’s vocals and Maxim 
Hidi's pashy fiddle work. Show- 


- , draws own in whi > get ni " a . 
opener, with Barclay Allen 88'ing healthy biz for the 250 seat ad- on “Why T lone Yor aerae | backes and dance-dispenser Larry 


and ‘Make: Believe.” After which | 


Murphy seems to be a foreigner in 
this collection, - ' Jose. 


spot was in the doldrums, but with 
|Current liieup is packing them in. 
| Joe Frisco tops the layout, work- 
ing from the floor on the heckling 
and coming on in his own spot 
for the howlmaking bookie routine, 
brought up to date, for added 
laughs. Teams with Cully Richards 
for an old vaude routine that em- 
braces soft shoe dance for more 
laughs and applayse. 

Richards emcees with a hoary 
line of gags and bits that man- 
age to garner enough giggles to 
lead into the stooge bit with Sam- 
my Wolfe, which is _ nostalgic 
enough to arouse yocks in spots. 
Wolfe’s song mimicry sets him 
nicely with the hep audience. 

Frankie Hyers handles the screw- 
ball, earthy comedy well. Again 
there is the essence of “familiar” 
in the material, but delivery and 
timing overcomes the “heard 
it before” tinge. Trio com- 
bine for the blackouts, some win- 
ning laughs, others on the fairish 
side. What makes this package is 
the continued heckling, bits and 
solo spots, with never a let-down 
in the punching for laughs. Re- 
sult is an overall sesh of rough- 
house and straight humor that 
leaves them satisfied. 

Thrushes Chloe Peterson and 
Ruth Gillen are just adjuncts in 
this two-lour proceeding, provid- 
ing the needed breaks in the g0- 
ings-on plus spots for added ad lib 
remarks from the trio. Lary. 


Penthouse Cryub. N. Y.- 
(FOLLOWUP) 


, Paul Villard with his sea chan- 
ties and Monica Boyar’s colorful 
Latin tunes comprise an interest- 
ing entertainment at the Pent- 
house. Kurt Maier handles the 
piano accomp for both, in addition 
to doing a pleasant interlude of 
straight pianoing. Ss 

Villard, a good-looking, virile 
chap in Mariner’s attire, has a sub- 
dued sort of projection which 1s 
extremely effective in a small room 
such as this, and he has an innate 
feel for a lyric. 

Miss Boyar has been around the 
New York intime spots, and on her 
current date reveals improve 
salesmanship. The intime spots are 
likewise her forte; she holds audi- 
lence interest throughout. Kalin. 
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House Reviews 


Paramount, N. Y. 


Mills Bros. (5), Ray McKinley's | 


h (17), Jean Carroll, Vander- 
bilt Boys (2); “The Accused” 
(Par) reviewed in VARIETY, Nov. 


17, '48. 


The latter-day Paramount policy 
of eschewing names in favor of 
fresh and engaging acts has re- 
sulted in a series of excellent stage- 
shows. The format, while combin- 
ing some of the features of its for- 
mer pitband policy and that of the 
now vaudeless Loew’s State, N. Y., 
has enough features of its own to 
insure good entertainment stand- 
ards. Although the bookers aren't 
spending as lavishly as in former 
years, performance values haven't 
diminished. It’s a combination that 
appeals to matinee as well as eve- 
ning audiences. : 

Toppers on the bill are the Mills 
Bros. and the Ray McKinley band. 
The Negro outfit’s surefire har- 
monics and engaging stage de- 
meanor are conducive to applause- 
winning mitts. Their renditions 
of such standards as “Lazy River” 
and “Paper Doll” are well mixed 
with some more recent numbers to 
provide a well-rounded offering. 

The McKinley outfit, with an in- 
strumentation of five reed, seven 
brass, three rhythm and maestro’s 
fancy tympany setup, provides 
some slick novelty fare. The crew 
stresses novelty as is more appro- 
priate for theatre work with some 
excellent and humor-providing ar- 
rangements. Rendition of “Mum- 
bo-Jumbo” is one of the highspots 
of their turn, with McKinley doing 
neatly on the vocals. Jeanne Friley 
similarly does well with “Night 
Has a Thousand Eyes” and duets 
with McKinley in “Tired of Wait- 
ing For You.” 

Comedy is supplied by Jean Car- 
roll, one of the few remaining 
femme monologists. Miss Carroll 
has some choice material which she 
projects in a manner equal to that 
of her male contemporaries. The 
dress-buying bit and the racetrack 
description are still her highspots. 
She gets earned encores. 

Completing the bill are the Van- 
derbilt Boys, youthful duo, who 
start with a tap turn and segue 
into clever hand-to-hand balancing. 
Topper is the topmount’s somer- 
sault on his partner’s shoulders 
which gets them off to top _ 

ose. 








Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Jan. 15. 
Stubby Kaye, Peiro Bros. (2), 
Chris Cross, 3 Dees, Kay DeWitt, 
Jo Lombardi House Orch (12); 
“He Walked By Night” (EL). ~ 


This is an entertaining layout | 


heavy on the sight stuff and just 
right for family trade. Off to a 
snappy opening by Jo Lombardi 
and his house orch in a medley of 
hit songs, with Kay DeWitt doing 
neat on the vocals, show moves 
along under pacing of Stubby Kaye 
to solid returns. 

The Peiro Bros. are sure-working 
jugglers who-handle clubs, sticks 
and hats with expert dexterity. 
Chris Cross follows with his slick 
ventriloquism in which he varies 
his dolls and leans on vocalizing 
for good audience response. Closing 


bit on the Ink Spots is standout. | 


Kaye next, adds to his previous 
labors as emcee to whack out com- 
edy vocals, impressions and gags 
and holds strong pace throughout. 
Three Dees, two men and a femme, 
wind show with good routine on a 
high bar and just right as a clinch- 
er to this bill. 
Biz good. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Buddy Johnson Orch (15) with 
Ella Johnson, Arthur Prysock; Do- 
Ray & Me, Butterbeans & Susie, 
Noble Trio, Frankie Que; “As- 
signed to Danger” (EL). 


Burm. 








While this week’s layout at the 
Apollo rates as fair entertainment, 
the bill lacks 
names. On the other hand it’s 
well balanced with Buddy John- 
Son's band and Do-Ray & Me han- 
dling the musical chores, Butter- 
beans & Susie the comedy, terping 

4 nase — and rounded out 

acrobati 
Noble Tare ec turn of the ofay 

Comprising five reed, 
rhythm and seven brass, Johnson’s 
outfit gets things moving with a 
Powe opener followed by Arthur 
Backs okay warbling of “You'd 

etter Change Your Ways.” Lanky 
crooner then whams 
aes pnd despite the hand- 

a 

Friday fare y p.a. when caught 
and’s femme chir er, the bux- 

a poy Johnson, vetals a slow “As 
F ‘ove You” but picks up speed 
Sa I Don’t Care Who knows It.” 
. enestress has other assets besides 
‘om voice and she really dramatizes 
pe K. interpreting the number for 
results. Leader Buddy John- 


three 


strong marquee | 


"em with | 


. 


| son also pipes a tune aside from. 


his usual stint on the ’88. Sings 
'“Fine Brown Frame” while a 
| femme “FBF,” New Year’s Eve 
| prize winner, coyly displays the 
reasons why she was so chosen. 

In closing groove, standard com- 
'edy turn of Butterbeans & Susie 
/mops up with their gags, songs and 
exaggerated gestures. Stout gal 
clicks solidly with the novelty 
number, “Get Hep,” while her part- 
/ner, clad in ice cream suit and 
sporting a rose colored cap, gets 
| his usual neat returns with surefire 
;comic routines. Reviewed under 
New Acts are Do-Ray & Me, Noble 
Trio and Frankie Que. Gilb. 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Tony Martin, Dean Murphy, Bea- 
trice Kraft Dancers (3), Arnold 
_Shoda, Joan Hyldoft, Sally Tepley 
& Marion Lulling, Roxy Skating 
Blades & Belles (8), Gae Foster 
Roxyettes & Escorts (24), Paul Ash 
Orch; “Chicken Every Sunday” 











(20th), reviewed in Variety, Dec. | 


| 8, *48. 


The usually staid Roxy theatre, 
| with Tony Martin’s opening yester- 
| day (Tues.), lost its usual decorum. 
It’s the first time within memory 
that bobbysoxers’ erotic squeals 
permeated the house. Apparently 
the new generation of teensters 
has fallen for an old idol. Martin 
has been around for a number of 
years, but it’s probably the first 
time that he’s gotten a N. Y. re- 
|'ception such as was handed him 
at his opening. 

Martin’s precise phrasing and su- 
perior diction were probably sec- 
ondary to the warmth with which 
he infused his songs. The juves 
jumped out of their sweaters at his 
selection of tunes, that included 
his “a Broad- 


standby, “Lullaby of 
way,” a Kern medley. “For Every 
Man There’s a Woman” and “Be- 
guine.” Latter song surrounded 
with the usual Roxy production 
accoutrements, was probably the 
‘only feasible way of getting him 
off without disrupting schedules. 
Martin indulged in some _ light 
banter with the kids down front. 
He told them he was glad they 
came. He needed them badly— 
for the first two shows. 


time. 


| The rest of the show has some | 


|particularly good playing values. 
| Another act getting top results is 
Dean Murphy. Although he starts 
off slowly, he builds up to salvos 
when he winds up with his excel- 
,lent FDR impression. The Hilde- 
|garde and Mrs. Roosevelt satires 
also serve him well. 

Beatrice Kraft, aided by two 
|male dancers, is wedged in for a 
briefie between two vocal acts and 
virtually serves only as a change 
|of pace. Bit is too short to achieve 
,top response, but Miss Kraft’s 
East Indian jive number shows 
| solid craftsmanship. 

More than usual.care has been 
-exercised in the skating sequence. 
That seems to be the case when- 
‘ever a big ice show hits Madison 
|Square Garden. (Sonja Henie 
‘opens there tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Arnold Shoda does a fine bit, and 
Joan Hyldoft is seen in one of her 
best numbers. Surrounding pro- 
| duction is similarly of high stand- 
| ards with a masquerade motif pre- 
| dominating. Sally Tepley and 
| Marion Lulling do o good fill-in. 
| Paul Ash, as always, cuts a fine 
| show. Jose. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Janis Paige, Joey Adams, Tony 


|Bros., Carl Sands Orch; “Yellow 
Sky” (20th). 








for drawing power it needs tighten- 
|ing in several spots. With only 


i three acts, however, it’s impossible | 


to switch the positions, but Joey 
| Adams and his troupe might work 
throughout the whole show to pre- 
'vent lags. Overall effect, however, 
| registers well. 

Janis Paige, latest in the proces- 
‘sion of film singers to headline 
-here, has more to offer than some 
of her contemporaries, but needs 
some additional polishing in the 
sales department. Attractively 
garbed in white, sequined cocktail 
gown, she’s introduced by Adams, 
and then for a fast opener, tees 
off with “Thank Your Lucky Stars.” 
| Four Step Bros. open show and 
set terrific pace, which other acts 
had difficulty following. Sepia 
quartet do a precision tap routine 
‘to “Russian Lullaby” and then 
splits-up to garner heavy applause 
‘for their triple wings and shuffle 
rolls. Rubber-legged youngster 
does some sensational landing 
splits, and lads exit in whirlwind 
fashion. 


Adams, and 


Tony Canzoneri, 


But he | 
, wound up one of the most solid | 
| hits this house has had in a long | 


Canzoneri & Mark Plant, Four Step | 


While this bill nas name value! 


|Mark Plant, have a field day with 


| their roughouse antics, but 
overdrawn and could be pruned 
for better effect. Milking in sev- 
eral instances was rather obvious. 


Plant does medley of show tunes. 
He scores with “Come Love,” “Wa- 
gon Wheels,” “That Old Feeling,” 
and receives heavy palm-whacking 
for finale, “Begin the Beguine.” 
Plant is heckled by Adams and 
trio then go into session with Carl 
Sands, house orch leader, about 
hit tunes supposedly written by 
Sands, which doesn’t come off too 
well. Sands does a bit of excellent 
88ing earlier with “Rhapsody in 
Blue.” Zabe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Jan. 16. 
Gracie Barrie, Gil Lamb, Leo 
DeLyon, 4 Elgins, Lloyd & Willis, 


Freddie Carlone House Orch: 
“Sealed Verdict” (Par). 





Midwinter budget of this lone 
south Florida vauder has obviously 
been increased, with recent shows 
marking picup via marquee lure 
and grosses. 

In Gracie Barrie, the house has 
one of this area’s adopted daugh- 
ters, who always pulls a sizable 
following, thanks to her always 
solid performances. ‘This time out 
she hits again with full impact, 
both on straight songs and her 
smart collection of special mate- 
rial. It’s a balanced blending that 
leads to a begoff, with the de- 
livery and costuming buttressing a 
top talent. 

Gil Lamb is another of the faves 
who play here annually. The lean 
and rubber limbed guy hits with 
his eccentric hoofery and comedics. 

Supporting show 1s more than 
okay. Vocal trickery of Leo De 
Lyon offers up a novel twist, with 
the range from high to low pleas- 
ingly effective. Comedy angles are 
well played, with the takeoff on in- 
struments the topper to a well 
routined canto. 

Four Elgins offer standard jug- 
gling for good returns. Go into 
sock class with their work on the 
clubs. Tap department is capably 
handled by Lloyd and Willis. Again 
the comic, is accented. Freddie 
Carlone’s 
backgrounding. 


Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, Jan 18. 
Jane Powell, Georgie 
Harpers, Vince & Gloria Haydock, 
Sam Jack Kaufman House Orch.; 
“Unfaithfully Yours” (20th), 


Lary. 





Jane Powell shapes this week’s 
offering into something well above 
average and proves herself one of 
the strongest draws the Capitol has 
had in recent years. Not only does 
the youthful Metro star have the 
name value to drag ’em in, but she 
assays good entertainment on stage. 

Miss Powell’s songs _ include 
“Most Unusual Day” from her pic, 
“Date with Judy;” “Every Little 
Star,” “Curley Headed Baby,” 
“Love Is Where You Find It” and, 
for sock encore returns, “Buttons 
and Bows.” f 
simplicity. Her presentation has 
‘been worked out thoughtfully, and 
it pays off both at the boxoffice 
and in applause. 

Contrasting is the opening act, 
_Vince and Gloria Haydock, tapsters. 


it’s | 


house orch does neat | 


Kaye, 3 | 
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Y BILLS 


below indicate opening day of show 
or split week. 








NEW YORK CITY LONG BRANCH 


Capitol (L) 20 | Paramount (WR 
Ink Spots 25 only 
Blue Barron Ore | The Tannos 


| Don Cummings 
Morris & Ryan 
| Ralph Branca 


Alan Carney 
Meribeth Old 
Music Hall (i) 20 


G & F Szony 
Paul Weinchelh | watch ua 
Jean Gibbons wake 


Florence Hin-Low 


i P ) 
Robert Hayden | a ee 


| 

Jean Letourneau | 9; i 

: ympia (P) 19 
Rockettes Purcell & Rey 
Corps de Ballet Jan Martel 
ay Sows Ore t (P) 19 | Peter Lorre 

a Mickey Deems 
Ray McKinley Bd | Whitson Bros 
Mills Bros ‘NEWARK 
Jean Carroll 
Vanderbilt Boys | ,,, Adams it), 20 
si Roxy (I) 18 | Radio Winners 
Tony Martin | PATERSON 
Beatrice Kraft Co Majestic (1) 21-23 
y omesl Ne ie 4 Wallen Twins 
AFROIG  Snoes | The Marimba-aires 
Joan Hyldoft lH: lon & Clark 
Sally Tepley Bill. ‘eee : 
Marion Lulling 3 Fawards Bros 
Tommy Dorsey O | tic (WR) 19 
Bobby Van Maies only 

BALTIMORE 20 | Wallis & Carroll 


Hippodrome (1!) 
Ming Sing Stars 
Paul Sydell 
Georgie Kaye 
Yost’s Varsity 
Co-Eds 


| Rov Smeck 

Athos Co 

Stanley Kane 
PHILADELPHIA 


20 
(1) 20-22 Carman wD 
cae Pa G & be ala 
Thitey Car Jack Marlin 
bday, Howell & Bowser 
Chris & Rae St Leon Trpe 
23-26 PLAINFIELD 
Jimmy Troy Oxford we 24 
Pat Vallee . i only 
Warner & Cole The fannos , 
Tune Tattlers | Don ¢ ummings 
CAMDEN | Morris & Ryan 
Towers (1) 21-23 ' Ralph Bronce 
Dobas Duo oh ape tie - 
Betty Percy Rajah (1) - 
D & J Reading Lionel Hampton O 


Shorts Davis 


Stroud & Martin Red & Curley 


The Dunhills 


CHICAGO ROCKFORD 
Chicago (P) 19 Palace CR 
Eddy Duchin Bd | “B’way (¢ aval ade 
Colstons — Olson 
Jan Murray Yonely ; 
Oriental (1) 19 T & R Rio 


Jeanne Berry 


S Br : 
© wep tg 2 Malinos 


Janis Paige 








Ss 
Joey Adams SARATOGA SPG 
Tony Canzoneri Congres “aaa 23 
ark Plant y 
Carl Sand Ore Wallis & aie 
LEVELAND | Roy Smec 
State (L) 20 | B West & L Page 
Jane Powell | — % a 
Hammond’s Birds Stanley y 
Dave Barry SPRINGFIELD 
Olsen & Joy Court Sq (1!) 20-23 
ERIE B & J Marco 
Warner (W) 24-26 | Lee Bartell 
Jack Carson Unit | Graziano Bros 
Marion Hutton | Youman Bros & 
Robt Alda | Francis 
Dave Willock | er an 
Bob Sweeney ani ao 
Geo Mann WASHINGTON 
Emerald Sis Capitol (L) 20 
HARTFORD | Martels & Mignon 
State (1) 22-23 | Sibyl Bowan 
Arthur Godfrey Hal LeRoy 
Talent Scouts 3 Swifts 
KINGSTON i Howard (1) 21 
B’way (WR) 21-22) B Johnson Ore 


She works with artful | 


Able young team works with pre- | 


cision but act, which is good, would 
definitely get much better recep- 
tion if it were dressed for more 
flash. The couple mix their pace 
with an interesting oldtime solft- 
shoe routine. 

The Three Harpers, mouth organ 
team interlard their selections with 
some vocalizing, which is consid- 
erably below the level of the har- 
monica offerings. 

The bill’s comic is Georgie Kaye, 
a hard worker with a rapidfire de- 
livery and some special, light ma- 
terial on the hustle-bustle of pres- 
ent-day life in a big city. Kaye 
handles himself well onstage and 
|/knows how to warm up an audi- 
ence. He winds up doing imita- 
'tions of French singers imitating 
American singers. Nice number 
and well received. Lowe. 








Cirele, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 15. 


Sammy Kaye Orch, with Don 
Cornell. Laura Leslie, Tony 
Alamo, Ernie Rudisill, Chubby 


Silvers, Lloyd Roberts, Kaydettes; 
Pansy the Horse; “Jiggs and Mag- 
gie in Court” (Mono). 


Sammy Kaye is breaking ice at 
the Cirele, which hasn't played a 
stage show in more than a year 
due to standby musicians contro- 
versy. It looks as if customers are 
in mood for live action again and 
Kaye has show to keep ’em happy 
if they’re band fans. It’s a slick 
and smart review of tune favor- 
ites, topped by his reliable “‘so you 
‘want to lead a band?” contest, 
which remains one of the best au- 


dience participation stunts, seen around here. 


Bullmoose 
Jackson Co 

Butterbeans & 
Susie 

Do Ray Me 3 

Rimmer Sis 


only 
Wallis & Carroll 
Rov Smeck 
B West & L Page 
Athos Co 
Stanley Kane 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Bagatelle S. Wojiekowska 
George Givot | Vera Bryner 
Delta Rhythm Boys Clique 
Maxine Sullivan Mary Lutes 
Jose Poniere Fred Robbins 
Bive Angel 3 Bips & Bop_ 
Delora Buena George Shearing 
Frank Fontaine E Copacabana 
Donna Mason Mitzi Green 
Ellis Larkin 3 Carl Ravazza 
Martha Davis F & S Barry 
Cafe James Linda Lombard 
Pat Harrington Herb George 
Cafe Society Paul Godkin 
Jack Gilford Skyriders 
Julia Webb M Durso Ore 
Ignacio Bola Alvares Orc 
Dave Martin Ore China Doll 
Casino Russe Noro Morales Ore 
Emile Boreo Jose Curbello Ore 

















around here. Kaye makes it an 
entertaining feature by clever 
handling of contestants, sounding 
them out for plenty of laughs. 


Band gives show strong opening 


in “Powder Your Face with Sun-) 


shine.” Tony Alamo, new vocalist, 
displays pleasing voice and_ per- 
sonality in “By the Way” and “My 
Darling, My Darling.” Little 
Laura Leslie puts plenty of the 
old ginger into “Lavender Blue” 


and Kaye's hillbilly novelty, 
“Pappy Threw His’ Shotgun 
Away.” Don Cornell gets a big 


B West & L Page . | 


Joe Wong | Dorothy Claire 
Beatrice Fung Oye | Elsa & Waldo 
Line (7) Paul & Paulette 
Delmonico | Chameleon Ders 
; 
| 


| Les Crosley Page Morton 
, Diamond Horseshoe) Art Waner Ore 
| Al Bernie B Harlow Orc 


| Jack Gansert 
| Rane a Le Perroquet 
fart ne t | Hugh Shannen 
| Che SEXLE | Marvin Raymer 
H Sandler Ore Le Ruban Blew 
Alvarez Mera Bibi Osterwald 
Juenger Ballet Line Goodman & 
EI Chico Kirkwood 


Maria T Acosta oF 

Trio Casino j 3 Riffs : 

Vizeaino Ore | Miho" Brows 
Hotel St Moritz Norman Paris 8 

| Na > Julius Monk 

Erwin Kent Orc : 

Hote! St. Regis . Navan: “Madre 
Julie Wilson a ar 
aszi ag iP ernanda respo 
paoe © Pas De Castro Sis 
" Hotel Roosevelt Mildred Ray Line 
Guy Lombardo pong eng 
Hotel N Yor Argues pd 

os oe orker Hotel Beimo’t-Plaza 


G Benedict Ore 
Ice Revue 

Hotel Pennsyivania 
Tommy Dorsey 


Ames Bros 
Bert Stone 
Betty J Brown 


Hotel i Edcdie Store Ore 
Dell a ccadiity Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Plaza Motel f!tmore 

Louise Howard Phil Wayne Ore 
Eleanor Jones Harold .avel Ore 
ae See. Cag ey, 
Lorraine Browning enry vere 
| Jack Williams No 1 Fifth Ave 
Jay Presson Owen & Murray 
Allen Pershing Barbara Ashley 

C Carpenter Hazel Webster in 
Leo Reisman Ore Downey & Fonville 
Mark Monte Ore Hotel Ambassador 
Payson Re Ore a eee 8 “ye 
mea B illiam Adler Ore 
re Sy ted Or | William Scotti 

ote ie 
Patricia’ Bright Sure "eee 
Artini & Consuelo et » , nol 
Stanley Melba Orc, “onica oyar 
Ralph Lane Ore Royal Roost 
Billy Eckstine 


Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Narda 
Carl Conway 


Charlie Ventura 
Charlie Parker 
T Dameron Ore 


| 

Graham Sis Spivy's 
Allan & Nobles | Kelly & Keating 
Shepard Line | Spivy 

Old Roumanian Versailles 
Sadie Banks | George Ulmer 
| Jackie Phillips Bob Grant Ore 
Larry Marvin Panchito Ore 
| Barbara Davis Village Barn 
Nanette Red Ingle Ore 


Freddie Gray 
Karen Tedder 


Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 


D’Aguila Ore Harold Barry 
Hotel Savoy Plaza | Sinclair & Alda 
| Billy Toffell Village Vanguard 
| Irving Conn Ore | Delores Martins 
Hotel Taft | Will Jordan 
Vincent Lopez Ore Cyril Haines 3 
Hotel Warwick | Waldorf-Astoria 
Irving Fields Ore | Dorothy Shay 
Maxine | Jimmy Carroll 
| 


Emil Coleman Ore 
Mischa Borr 


CHICAGO 


Blacknawk | Brookes Randall 
Art Kassel Orch | Robert Dev 


Gloria Hart | Kermit & Gloria 


Latin Quarter 


Rudy Vallee Ore 


Lee Marx Joseph Cole 

| Jill Adams | Gil Lewis 

| Harvey Crawford | Pete Landros 
Hotel Bismark Hotel Stevens 

| Joe Isbell Frankie Masters O 


Lester Cole 
Debutantes (5) 
Joe DeSalvo Ore 


Phyllis Myles 
| Tommy Traynor 
Neil Rose 





Helsings nae Apes 
| ery axter 
| George Goebel: . Skating Blvdears 
Lola Ameche 
Phil D’Rey Bog Turk 
2 Bill Keefe 


Frankie Hyle : 
Billy Chandler Ore | 2¢annie Sook 
H Edgewaier Beach | Jerry Rehfield 
Henry Brandon Ore | Manuel Del Toro 
—_ my ny | Elwood Carl 

| Mary Ann Fedele 

| Preston Lambart | acne eee 
tog Hild Dancers (12) | Evelyn Knight 

| Chez Paree M Abbott Ders 0) 
| Ted Lewis McCarthy & Farrell 
| Geraldine DuBois Landre & Verna 

| Reed Sis (3) Blackstone 

| White & Pease Florence Desmond 
| Adorables (10) D LaSalle Ore (8) 
| C Davidson O (11) Vine Gardens 

| Sherman Hotei Mel Cole Ore 

| Jack Fina Ore Joey Bishop 

| Honey Dreamers Jack Soo 

Olivette Miller Enrico & Novello 
Jim Ameche Pancho’s Rhumba B 


Radio Backs | 


Continued from page 1 























Seema 
! 
| 


states have similar bills, but in no 
‘case is broadcasting mentioned. 

| Original bill, introduced by Sen. 
Thomas Desmond, only covered 
ered newspaper and press associa- 
tion reporters. After Curly Vade- 
/boncoeur, chairman of the NAB 
news committee, and Michael R. 
Hanna, director of NAB’s N. Y. 
district, raised objections against 
the discriminatory provisions, the 
law revision committee amended 
|the bill tc include broadcasters. In 
the bill, anyone giving news via 
wire, radio, television or facsimile 
is explicitly designated as a re- 
porter. 


| 
} _— 





hand for his smooth warbling of | 


“Here I'll Stay,” “Down Among 
the Sheltering Palms” and, with 
Miss Leslie, “The Pussycat Song,” 
the Kaydettes chiming in with 
nice effect. Chubby Silvers gives 
the customers some action with his 
bouncey “Hey Bob Re Bop” and 
the drummer, Ernie  Rudisill, 
draws applause for his takeoff on 


the Ink Spots singing “That's My 


Desire.” 

Bill seems to satisfy with only 
one extra act, but that a first rate 
standard, Pansy the Horse, which 
always has been good for laughs 

' Corb. 


| 


| Mercury Gets Newman 
Hollywood, Jan. 18. 

Alfred Newman, music chief at 
20th-Fox, has inked a new deal 
with Mercury Records which pro- 
vides for distribution of old disks 
and some new waxings. 

Plattery will release disks he 
originally made for the Majestic 
label. First to be reissued will be 
the “Captain from Castile” album 
and it will be followed by “Alfred 
i\Newman Conducts.” 
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Legit s 


Glamour Is Captured In 


| 
j 


March of Time’s ‘On Stage Short 


By ARTHUR BRONSON + 


“On Stage,” the March of Time’s 
new short on the legitimate stage, 
previewed in N. Y. last weck, is an 
interesting, entertaining two-reeler 
that will admirably fulfill its pur- 
pose—to acquaint the hinterland 
and filmgoers abroad with the 
glamour and allure of the Broad- 
way theatre. 

Although hailed as the first 
major documentary on the theatre, 
its people and problems, film isn’t 
precisely that. It’s not a deep, 
searching study of the present-day 
plight of legit, its manifold prob- 
lems or their remedy—nor was it 
intended to be. But it does give 
an insight into the workings of the 
N. Y. theatre, and highspotting 
its varied angles in a brisk, lively 
style, it does help propagandize 
legit. It’s an excellent public rela- 
tions break for the industry, while 
from the point of view of the film 
exhibitor it is 18 minutes of good 
entertainment. 

Film uses two current Broad- 
way plays, “Anne of a Thousand 
Days” and “Red Gloves,” as basis 
for its survey of the legit scene, 
personalizing the story by telling 
much of it through the activity of 
a bit player in “Anne” in getting 
the job. Pie describes the difficul- 
ties in finding a stage job (it also 
has a few inferential digs at drama 


schools), as it follows. the bit 
player through her first reading 
for “Anne,” the rehearsals, open- 


ing night, and the moment when 
the reviews arrive and the feeling 
that the play is “in.” The girl’s 
delighted remark, “I’ll be working 
this season,” has poignant impact. 

But pic is much more than a bit 
player's story. There are shots of 
the hit streets of N. Y.’s Forties; 
conferences of the Playwrights’ 
Co. and Leland Hayward; rehearsal 
scenes of “Anne” and “Gloves.” 
One enterprising bit shows a re- 


hearsal scene in “Gloves” that 
segues into the same scene on 
stage, with sets and stage dress. 


All the various steps in launching 
a production are shown—the set 
designer in conference on his job; 
press department getting its pub- 





licity out; stagehands wheeling 
sets in; opening night lobby 
crowds; the autograph hounds; a 


critic dashing off to his paper to 
scribble his review. 
In addition to Charles 


other actors, the film gives 


glimpses of Theresa Helburn and | 


Lawrence Langner, Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse, the Play- 
wrights’ quintet. Clarence Der- 
went, Equity prez, and Angus Dun- 
can, temporary exec-sec, have 
something to say, as has Richard 
F. Walsh, prez of International 
Allianee of Theatrical Stage Em- 
plovees. Directors H. C. Potter 
and Jed Harris put their charges 
through their paces. The N. Y. 
Times) Brooks Atkinson is re- 
Barry oN 
vealed writing his revreW iraen-- 
hand. 

An excellent running comment- 
ary gives a smart touch to this 
short. Produced by Richard de 
Rochemont, with James Shute as 
assistant; directed by Jack Glenn, 
scripted by Fred Feldkamp and 
photographed by Richard Maidler, 
film is well up in MOT’s tradition. 
It’s also a tribute to the persever- 
ance of the Playwrights’ publicity 
chief, Bill Fields, who re-activated 
the idea after original plans for 
the short were abandoned because 
of the costs involved. Setup was 
rearranged; eight actors were used 
instead of full companies: IATSE 
made concessions; the Playwrights’ 
Co. contributed $500 to the cost. 
An excellent trade message and a 
good film short are the result. 


JANE DARWELL T0 GUEST 
IN STANFORD U. COMEDY 


San Francisco, Jan. 18. 


Jane Darwell has been imported 
from Hollywood by the Stanford 
Players (Stanford Univ.) to star in 
a new comedy, “Build No Fence 
Around Me.” by Alexander Green- 
dale. The play will preem Wednes- 
day, Feb. 2, and will run for one 
week at the Little Theatre Memori- 
al Hall in Palo Alto. 

Eugene O'Neill’s 

pe,” another Stanford Players 

roduction, directed by R. R. 
rown, will have a four-night run 

ginning Jan. 26. 





Boyer, 
Rex Harrison, Joyce Redman and} 


Thow'ra effective, xe-Jone-, 


“The Hairy 





Tucson Opens New Stock 
With Scott-Beal ‘Turtle’ 


Tucson, Jan. 18. 
Rogers Brackett and Walter 
Rathbun teed off a new winter 
stock season last week (12) at the 
Temple of Music and Ari, with 
Martha Scott and John Beal 
starred in “Voice of the Turtle.” 
Producers plan to operate local- 
ly each winter, and continue their 
summer theatre at the Lobero in 
Santa Barbara (Cal.) 


Heart’ Budget 
Set at $27,500 


“Forward the Heart,” which 
opens Monday night (24) at the 
48th Street, N. Y., will cost about 
$27,500 to produce. That does not 


include coin for union bohds, which | 
has been supplied by Jules J. Lev- |} 
enthal in return for a share of| 
the production. Show will be able 
to break even at around $9,000- 
$10,000. 

Play is being presented by The- 
atre Enterprises, which operates a 
dramatic and musical school in 
New York. Anthony J. Parella 
heads the firm, in association -with 
Leon J. Bronesky, an upstate busi- 
ness man and occasional Broadway 
investor. 

Production was budgeted for 
$25,000, and among the _ backers, 
each of whom has been required 
to pay a 10% overall, are Brone- 
sky, $5,000; Arthur Earle, assistant 
stage manager of the show, $500; | 
Lewis Harmon, pressagent, $500; 
Parella, $7,500; Peter Frye, who 
is directing, $2,000; attorney Je- 
rome B. Golden, who has been in- 
terested in the script for the last 
couple of years, $1,450, and Paul 
Vroom, general manager of the 
production, $500. 


Burleigh Loses Out On 


Mass. Strawhat Setup 
After 14-Year Tenure 


Boston, Jan. 18. 

A local group of strawhatters 
sneaked in on the selectmen of Co- 
hasset this week, wangled a lease 
on the Cohasset Town Hall, and 
ousted Frederick Burleigh from a 
strawhatter he’s been running with 
success since 1934. 

As a-result Burleigh’s 
Shore Players will not be 
ating at Cohasset this sypeae* 


The local strawhatterse—™ ~-''™mer. 
Ugaenne Mme st > sought the 


>sc of the name of the South Shore 

| Players Assn., but Burleigh, feel- 
'ing that confusion would result, 
has refused clearance. 

Meantime, Burleigh, under whose 
management the South Shore Play- 
ers have given pre-Broadway pro- 
ductions to the current hit “Lend 
an Ear’ and “Uncle Harry,” and 
has presented Sinclair Lewis, 
Thornton Wilder and Peter Arno 
in their legit debuts, has announced 
no plans for 1949. He’s currently 
surveying New England for a new 
location. 








South 





Race-Bias Ballet By 
Blitzstein, Robbins 


A ballet on race discrimination, 
with libretto by Mare Blitzstein 
and Jerome Robbins, featuring the 
'former’s music and latter’s choreo- 
graphy, will be given its world 
premiere by the N. Y. City Ballet 
Co. at the City Center, N. Y., to- 
morrow (20). Ballet is titled “The 
Guests.” 

Duo started working on _ it 
over a year ago, got stuck and 
dropped it, only to resume recent- 
ly, when Blitzstein finished work 
on his musical version of ‘Little 
| Foxes.”’ Using modern ballet cos- 
|tumes, and done in abstract style, 
ballet will run 20 minutes. 


' 
| 





Ethel Bartlett and Rae Robert- 

son, two-piano team, started sec- 
ond half of their 80-city concert 
|} tour yesterday (18) at North Bay, 
Ontario. They're barnstoring this 
} season, via auto-trailer. 


oper- _ 


Aussie Deal for ‘Norway’ 
Set; Will Bow With ‘Okla!’ | 
In 6-8 Months in 2 Keys 


Final arrangements have been 
made for purchase of Australian 
rights to “Song of Norway.” Dor- 
othy Stewart, N. Y. rep for J. C. 
Williamson Theatres, is leaving for 
the Coast this weekend to finalize 
dea) on the show’s wardrobe with 
Edwin Lester, of the Los Angeles 
Civic Opera Co., show’s owners. 
Show was outfitted with new cos- 
tumes recently, towards end of its 
run. Miss Stewart will be on the 
Coast twe or three weeks. 

“Brigadoon” was also bought by 
Williamson about four months ago. 
Although some casting will be done 
on both shows from N. Y., this 
won't happen for some time, due to 
the success of two other U. S. mu- 
sical importations to Aussie, “Annie 
Get Your Gun” and “Oklahoma!” 
“Norway” and “Brigadoon” will 


likely be Down Under in about six 
‘to eight months, following “Annie 


and “Oklahoma!” One will be done 
in Melbourne, the other in Sydney, 
as “Annie” and “Oklahoma!” take 
to the Aussie road or New Zealand. 


Ballet Shows 
Marked Uptrend 


Phenomenon in show business— 
in view of dropping biz in legit, 
films and nightclubs—is boxoffice 
showing of ballet this season. Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo, sole major 
company touring a full season this 
year, reports uptrend in biz as 
much as 30% over last season. 
Company is now taking bookings 
for March, 1950, and of its 1949-50 
season has 19 weeks already set, 
with only six weeks left to fill. 

Ballet Russe isn’t the only terp 
troupe to do well. The Paris Opera 
Ballet was SRO in Chicago and 
New York last fall, and the Mia 
Slavenska troupe is currently doing | 
okay. 

Grosses of Ballet Russe this seas! 
son have been astonishing. Com- 





pany, in 14 days in Chicago (17 per- | 


\formances), grossed over $133,000. 
In Portland, Ore., with two per- 
formances in one day, it took in 
about $9,600, as against $7,000 in 
two days (two performances) a 
year ago. Detroit b.o. was $27,300 
for three days (four performances). 
Memphis clocked off $4,500 for one 
performance Jan. 3. In Los An- 
geles, in the pre-Xmas theatre lull 
of Dec. 11-18, troupe did $45,000 in 
seven days, or $12,500 more than 
last year. In San Antonio, Dec. 2% 
in the worst theatre week of the 
year, one performance grossed $4,- 
500. Only bad stop was New Or- 
leans at New Year’s, against the 
Sugar Bowl competition, yet on 
troupe’s last day, Sunday (2), it 
orgss i , T 

erossed $6.500 in two performances.,, 


pee, Cae 
Top at all hnolkiacan yo<. SH" 


upirend isn’t all gravy, company 
officials complain, since costs are 
up over last year, with a 17% rail- 
road ticket rise; production costs 
(wages, materials) are up, baggage 
car situation a problem, etc. 

Fact that Ballet Russe is the only 
major troupe touring this season, 
as against two troupes last year, 
doesn’t explain the b.o. uptrend, 
officials say, pointing to the fact 
that they always played towns three 
to four months ahead of the other 
company, so that there was no com- 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Reviews of last week’s two Broadway openings, “The Smile of the 
World” arid “Along Fifth Avenue,” provided several striking differences 
of opinion among the critics. Seven of the eight first-stringers who 
covered “Smile” panned it (Robert Garland, of the Journal-American 
was a spectacular exception), but two contrasting grounds for criticism 
were expressed by Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, and John Chapman 
of the News. Said the former, “All message and no drama makes ‘The 
Smile of the World’ a dull play,” whereas Chapman wrote of the play 
“I think it would be more exciting if it contained more soap box and 
less soap opera.” 

In the case of “Avenue,” the eight first-stringers were divided three 
favorable and four unfavorable, with one “no opinion.”’ Robert Coleman 
of the Mirror, gave the revue a rave, while Howard Barnes, of the 
Herald Tribune, panned it most severely. Ward Morehouse, of the 
Sun, didn’t cover either show, being in Atlantic City to complete the 
manuscript of a book. Herrick Brown subbed as critic. 





Actor producer Jack Buchanan, prior to sailing for Britain Saturday 
(15) on the Caronia, said it’s quite likely that he’ll continue to com- 
mute between New York and London, dividing his time between the 
theatre and his television interests. Co-producer with Lee Ephraim 
of the short-lived Broadway version of Sacha Guitry’s “Don’t Listen, 
Ladies,” he'll replace the ailing Francis Lister in the London produc- 
tion of “Ladies” next Monday (24) at the St. James. 

Accompanying Buchanan on the Caronia was his bride, the former 
Susan Slater Bassett, whom he wed last week in Salisbury, Conn. Others 
aboard were Ephraim, Ivy St. Hellier, Adele Dixon and Austin Trevor, 
last three cast members of Broadway’s “Ladies.” 





Legit season at Nixon theatre in Pittsburgh, which started out so 
promisingly first of September, is being shot full of holes as a result of 
mounting road casualties. Both Louis Calhern in “Play’s the Thing” 
and Paul Kelly in “Command Decision” had been tentatively set for 
February dates under subscription auspices of ATS-Theatre Guild. But 
folding of both these shows recently after quite disappointing tours 
leaves Nixon bookings for the month pretty well riddled. Doubtful if 
any replacements will be available in the meantime, which will increase 
number of dark weeks house is facing between now and spring. 





Five small ads in last week’s VARIETY announcing, “At liberty, Samuel 
J. Flugelman,” were a private gag between producer-publicist Alex- 
ander H. Cohen and legit press agent Samuel J. Friedman, who were 
recently associated in the production of “Jenny Kissed Me,” at the 
Hudson, N. Y. They were spotted in the film, radio, music, vaude and 
legit sections of the paper. Cohen secretly inserted the copy to rib 
Friedman, who is sometimes facetiously referred to by the Flugelman 
tab. However, the producer couldn’t contain himself and phoned the 
p.a. to get his reaction before the latter had seen the ads. So the 
wheeze didn’t pay off as hoped. 





Leslie Paul, secretary in the office of legit press agent Bill Doll, is 
believed to be the only Broadway actress thus employed. Her last stage 
assignment was understudy to Margaret Phillips and bit. player in 
“Summer and Smoke,” at the Music Box, N. Y. She played several 
strawhat engagements last summer on leave from the Doll office. She 
uses lunch hours to make the rounds of producers. 


Legit Bits 


Westport,!revival, and will continue until 
early February .. .David Tebet is a 
full partner with Willard Keefe in 
pressagenting “All for Love” and 
“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook” . . . Robert 
Lewis will direct Cheryl Crawford’s 
production of the Mare Blitzstein 
ss + tee of Lillian Hellman’s 
eereagle “The Little Foxes,” sch ed for 
S. Syrjala was guest yesterday (18) next season... Carl nog 
and actress Viola Roache spoke on, recently withdrew from the cast of 
Jan. 11. Skinner is handling and ee ge with Mae West, 

; oa ; wi irect productions this sea- 
o we 10-lecture series himself. | con for the community theatre in 

William McDermott, critic for Daytona Beach, Fla. Frank Car- 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer, in Pr, eal aed Ste playhouse, 
town las y Millburn, . J., closed Saturday 
sed a oe night (8), but relights April 18 for 
berten has had another setback | another season...“ANTA Album” 


; | will be presented March 8 at the 
and has gone away for an extended Ziegfeld, N. Y. 


rest... Sian 10r “Along. Pitth 
Avenue,” at the Broadhurst, in-| During his 
cludes Eddie Lewis, general man-|the Coast as conductor of the 
ager: B. D. Kranz, production stage |“Ford Theatre” radio series, Cy 
manager; Samuel Liff, stage man- Feuer, co-producer of “Where's 
manager ... Stage Managers’ Club) Will try to line up a composer and 
will toss a cocktail party Sunday) /yricist for the legit musical he 
(23) at Sawdust Trail. N. Y. Mem-| and Ernest Martin have skedded 
bers of the club will inspect the | 10r next season. It will have a book 
backstage setup for “Love Life,” by Elliot Paul. 

at the 46th Street, N. Y., Jan. 27 


Armina Marshall, 
Conn., strawhat co-founder and 
producer, will be guest lecturer 
Feb. 1 on Richard Skinner’s sum- 
mer theatre management course at 
American Theatre Wing’s profes- 
sional training program. Designer 


current stay on 





... June Lockhart on a quick hop + 

east to see the shows .. . Robbers | Chicago . of 

tapped the  Kolmar-Satenstein Arthur Dresser, producer 0 
Jerry Lester’s “‘Raze the Roof, 


office last week for about $40... 


Hassard Short, who has been which opened at Great Northern 


_petition. ill with bronchial pneumonia, | Sunday (16), is Sonja Henie’s Coast 
The country, say these execs, is hopes to leave hospital today attorney ... Barry Breden, pro- 
getting ballet-minded. There’s a’ (Wed.) .. . Carmina Cansino (17- /ducer of Gilbert and Sullivan 


tremendous amount of. ballet 
schools today, in small towns as 
well as N. Y. Their pupils save 
their coin for a visit of the ballet, 
preferring it to legit. Ballet Russe’s 
b.o. draw this year is also ex- 
plained in part by the fact that the 
country wants classical as against 
abstract or modern ballet, and 
Ballet Russe’s repertoire includes 
such classics as “Swan Lake,” 
“Scheherazade,” “Sylphides,” “Nut- 
cracker,” “Giselle” and ‘“Coppelia.” 
But even Ballet Russe officials ad- 
mit they can’t explain the 30° b.o. 
uptrend this year. 


STOCK FOR PHOENIX 


Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. 18. 

Sombrero theatre will open 
here the end of the month as an 
Equity stock company with a 
guest-star policy. Ann Lee, who 
toured last season with the Lunts 
in “O Mistress Mine” and operated 
a strawhat last summer in El! Paso, 
is managing the project. 

Theatre is a converted barn on 
; the outskirts of town. 





_band, Bob Rapport, general man- | 


‘formance of Zoe Akins “The Ol 


Operas at Opera House here, mul- 
fem? plans Ag Chi “runkere 
Kath Lee in * +3 0 » Similar to his California produc- 
peg tall A ed oe ren Soe |tion ... Tom O’Connell, from Bos- 
The Shubert h ; 1 | ton, is new manager of Studebaker 
chased the Belasco N.Y have dis. ee. ee le emery 
solved the Belasco Theatre Corp... actewa “ Studebaker, ay = 
Sammy Lambert, co-producer with rechinaiion’ aathene tae “| 
alt for hove” nas aissoigna | Trebltseh here flacking for Dante 
: FP pe alt 5 | at Studebaker .. . Jim Keefe, pud- 
Hold Te his tapdieal op ot aot | Noa: handling “Rane ‘the ool 
season, for which Farrell was sole | uring its’Wni stay. 
backer.. Florence Rapport back . 
in New York after spending the Rice Switches to Novel As 


holidays in Chicago with her hus- ‘Children’ Is Bypassed 


“Man and Superman”... -Light- | Elmer Rice has abandoned pro- 
house Players of the N. Y. Assn. duction plans for his play, “Not 
for the Blind will give a per- for Children,” and is working on a 


Maid” Jan. 26-28 . .. Dan Reed has |°Vel, his first. No details of the 
joined the Barter Theatre’s touring | N€w work are disclosed. 

Pn waar sl production in the role of | “Children,” which the author re- 
who has’ soon euntied te bed tor 'wrote from the unproduced version 
several months. Robert Breen, ex- | 0f about 10 years ago, was slated as 
ecutive-secretary of the American the final Playwrights’ Co. produc: 
National Theatre & Academy, is| tion of the season, but Rice was ulr 


year-old first cousin of Rita Hay- 
worth). went on for leading dancer 





ager of Maurice Evans’ revival of | 


,again playing the title part in the able to cast it. 
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No Design for Living in Present-Day 


Stage Designing, Sez Howard Bay | 


By HOBE MORRISON 


Under present conditions it’s 
virtually impossible for a scene 
designer to make a living in the 
theatre from scene designing alone. 
That’s why nearly all designers 
also do other kinds of work. In 
many cases they have been forced 


to give up the theatre entirely. | 


What’s more, indications are that 
things will get worse, not better. 


Howard Bay, one of the top de- 


signers, has taken up directing as | 


well, having staged the Michael 
Todd production of “As the Girls 
Go.” at the Winter Garden, N. Y. 
Recently back from Hollywood, 
where he tried designing for the 
screen, Bay intends to remain in 
the theatre hereafter, but will 
combine designing and directing. 
He feels that the two professions 
are closely related anyway and can 
be handled advantageously by the 
same person. 

Other designers who have 
branched out into producing or 
directing include Lemuel Ayres, 
who co-produced and did the set- 
tings and costumes for “Kiss Me, 


Kate,” at the Century, N. Y.; Oliver | 


Smith, who has co-produced several 
Broadway shows and is an estab- 
lished designer; Norman Bel Ged- 
des, who designed his own pro- 
ductions, including “Dead End,” 
until he gave up the theatre for 
industrial designing, and Vincente 
Minelli, who went to Hollywood as 
a designer and is now a name di- 
rector. 

A number of designers, admit- 
tedly talented, have left the thea- 
tre rather than battle against 
almost impossible conditions, Bay 
says. He mentions Harry Horner 
and George Jenkins, in Hollywood; 
George Jenkins, in Hollywood; 
John Koenig, art director of a San 
Francisco department store; Henry 
Dreyfus, an industrial designer, 
and Aline Bernstein, who designs 
costumes at the Metropolitan 
Opera, N. Y. 

Wealthy Wives Help 


Various others supplement inad- 
equate earnings from the theatre 
by doing interior decorating, teach- 
ing school and assorted other side- 
lines. Others, more fortunate, he 
observes wryly, have wealthy wives 
and are thus able to confine them- 
selves to the theatre. As for him- 
self, Bay cites one recent season 
in which he designed 12 produc- 
tions on Broadway — one more 
would have bankrupt him, he says. 

Under the regulations of the 
union, the United Scenic Artists, 
Local 829, Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators & Paper Hangers of 
America, AFL, there’s a schedule 
of minimum fees for scenic design, 
which in most instances is the pre- 
vailing scale. 


Minimum for a¥§s 


»% 
i 


‘McCarty to Double In 
‘Liberty, Videe Show 


Mary McCarty, who scored a per- 
sonal click in the recent revue, 
“Small Wonder,” at the Coronet, 
N. Y., has been set for a featured 
part in “Miss Liberty,” forthcom- 
ing musical by Robert E. Sher- 
wood and Irving Berlin. It’s slated 
to go into rehearsal the first week 
in April, with Moss Hart directing. 
She nixed film approaches from 
Paramount and 20th-Fox to take 
the legit assignment. 

Comedienne-singer also joins the 
Sid Caesar television show, for Ad- 
miral, starting Jan. 28. 








Painters Nix Any 
Individual Bids 


With mediation efforts continu- 
ing in the strike of scene painters, 
the union is refusing te permit its 
members to work on_ unfinished 
productions on payment of the dis- 


puted wage hike by individual pro- 
ducers. Such a bid has been made 
by several Broadway managements 
with shows due to open. But the 


| 


painters are not allowed to work | 


{without a regular contract. 


Striking painters are members of 
the United Scenic Artists Union, 
Local 829, of the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators & Paper Hang- 
ers, AFL. They are demanding a 
'50c raise over the present pay of 
‘$3.75 an hour. Painters work for 
scenic contractors rather than pro- 
ducers, so Broadway managers are 
caught in the middle of the situa- 
tion. 

Shows involved at the moment 
are “Forward the Heart,’ due to 
preem Monday (24) at the Play- 
‘house, N. Y.; “At War with the 
Army,” slated to open a tryout Fri- 
day night (21) in Hartford, and 
“The Big Knife,” skedded to start 
ia breakin Jan. 26 in New Haven. 
iSettings for “Death of a Salesman,” 


'which begins a pre-Broadway tour | 


Friday night in Princeton, were 
finished last week just before the 
|strike deadline. 

Productions that are unpainted 
or only partly painted are to be 
opened in that condition. 


Mae West Illness Likely 
To Set B’way ‘Lil’ Preem 








single set show is $850, plus $400 | 
each for the next four settings and 


$200 each for all over five settings. | Back; Equity Involved 


Average fee for a straight play is) Mae West, whose appendicitis 
$1,500 to $2,000, including every- attack last week caused the can- 





thing, and the average for a musi- 
cal is from $3,000 to $5,000. 

From that, the designer must 
pay draftsmen, maintain his office 
and studio, employ a secretary and 


Continued on page 52) 


BURL IVES STARTING 
30-DATE CONCERT TOUR 


Burl Ives is set-for a concert 
tour of 30 dates, from February 
through April. Ballad singer starts 
Feb. 1 on the Coast, and after a 
fortnight comes east for a series 
Starting Feb. 24 at Colgate Univ. 
Most of his eastern dates are at 
colleges, although Ives will make 
an appearance Feb. 27 with the 
Rochester Civic Orchestra. 

Ives will also have some radio 
guest spots, and make p.a.’s for his 
new book, “Wayfaring Stranger,” 
rg the Disney film, “So Dear to 
; y Heart,” in which he’s starred, 
— for release this week. Co- 
rey a Lecture Bureau is sponsor- 
ng his concert tour. 


L’ville’s °49 Operetta Sked 


Louisville, Jan. 18. 
Operetta season at 


Amphitheatre for 1949 will get 








under way July 11, and is set for | 


SIX weeks. 


Pe of musical shows under 
we Girection of Denis Du-For is 
wprt& Of Norway,” “Red Mill,” 
Blossom Time,” “Irene,” “Desert 


Song” and “Wizard Of Oz.” 


Iroquois | 


| 


_cellation of two performances Sat- | 


| urday (15) of “Diamond Lil,” at 


| Ford’s Baltimore, was much im- 
' proved Monday (17), but the sched- 

uled opening of the show Feb. 3 
'at the Coronet, N. Y., may be post- 
|;poned. Management hasn’t yet 
|conferred with Equity regarding 
| regulations covering the show’s re- 
| sumption. 

This week’s booking of “Lil” 
at the Royal Alexandra, Toronto, 
| was cancelled, but previous plans 
|to play Buffalo and Syracuse next 
| week may be carried out as a re- 
| sult of the actress’ quick recovery, 
|'Toronto had heavy advance sale 





‘of $19,000, which had to be re- 


| funded. 

| Miss West was headed for a sure 
| $27,000 in Baltimore. Final count 
| for week was slightly better than 
| $20,000 for six performances. 


| ; 
‘Command’ Road Fold A 
| Break for Pitt Playhouse 


| 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse was quick 





' 


mand Decision” the minute it was 
announced that tour ended. 

Drama had been booked into the 
Nixon for some time in February, 
but when that date was necessarily 
erased, Fred Burleigh, director of 
the Playhouse, went to work and 
24 hours later had it announced 
for his fifth production of the sea- 
son at the local community thea- 
; tre. 


to grab the local rights to “Com-| 


‘Yiddish ‘Anna Lucasta’ 
Causes Windy City Stir 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 
Yiddish production of “Anna 


theatre is breaking all house rec- 
ords, despite critics’ cool attitude. 
‘Record held by Yiddish . actor 
Menasha Skulnik was surpassed by 
$8,200 in second week of “Anna.” 

Although play was originally 
skedded for two-week engagement, 
biz was so good it stays on in- 
definitely. Dinah Halpern plays 
Anna. 





Sour ‘Smile 


Loss $70,000 


Playwrights’ Co. 
“The Smile of the World,” which 
opened and closed last week at 
the Lyceum, N. Y., represented a 
loss of about $70,000. Show was 
budgeted at $85,000, but was 
brought in for around $65,000. 

Genera! partners in the venture 
were Garson Kanin, the author; 
Victor Simrock, Playwrights’ Co. 
general manager, and William 
Fields, the _ firm’s  pressagent. 
Among the limited partners were 
pressagent Robert Hector, $850; 
actor Leon Janney, $850; agent Pe- 
ter Witt, $850; Albert D. Lasker, 
retired advertising man, $850; ad 
agency owner William -H. Wein- 
traub, $850; agent William Lie- 
bling, $850; his wife, agent Audrey 
| Wood, $850; actor John Alexander, 
| $1,700. 

Also Herman Bernstein, repre- 
senting Leland Hayward, $1,700; 
Mortimer Becker, attorney, repre- 
senting a syndicate, $1,700; radio 
writer Mac Benoff, $1,700; Arthur 
Kober, $1,700; Hilda Kook, wife 
‘of stage lighting expert Eddie 
| Kook, $1,700; attorney Jerome Wil- 
'zin, $1,700; Samrock, $1,700; ac- 
itress Helen Claire, $3,400; Kip 
Good, Kanin’s assistant as director 
of the show, $3,400; Kanin, $3,400; 
Lucy Mitchell, representing the 
Playwrights’ Co., $3,400; actor-di- 
‘rector Elliott Nugent, $3,400; Lina 
|Abarbanell, representing producer 
Dwight Deere Wiman, $8,500; How- 
ard S. Cullman, $8,500; attorney 
Michael Halperin, $15,300. 


ARTHUR HOPKINS IN 
REPLY TO RODGERS 


New York. 


production of 





Editor, VARIETY: 


It was generous of Richard Rod- 
gers to use so many angry words 
to prove my point about the regret- 
|able exit of joy from the theatre 
| (VARIETY, Jan. 12). A good natured 
‘reply could have been much more 
' devastating, and Heaven knows 
|'there was ample opportunity. 


Among my other stated regrets | 


| was that malice had taken the 


| place of geniality in the theatre. | 


Here, too, Dick valiantly proves 
my point. 

Hard work in the theatre did 
| not begin with this generation and 
/was not then, as it is not now, 
| considered an angle. It was the 
essential job, but in that evil, pre- 
historic era of which I was a part, 
people spiked their work with fun. 
'I happen to think that it con- 
'tributed importantly to better 
'work. A light heart not only eases 
_the burden, but it is an invaluable 
guard against the absurdities that 
|are clamoring to creep into any 
earnest work. Good humor is the 
one characteristic that removes us 
|from ourselves and gives us per- 


spective. This is the gift that 
Bobby Burns asked some power to 
give us. 


It is not surprising that some of 
the epidemic anger of the world 
has seeped into the theatre, but it 
is regrettable that it should have 
infected one of the two few good 
men of the theatre. I regret that 
Dick so eagerly volunteered as 
querulous Exhibit A in a case that 
scarcely merits acrimonious con- 
| troversy. 
Arthur Hopkins. 





Wallis Testing Phillips 


Margaret Phillips, featured in 
“Summer and Smoke,” which 
closed recently at the Music Box, 
N. Y., goes to the Coast soon to be 
'screentested by Hal Wallis. If the 


4ucasta” at west side Douglas Park | 


‘deal jells, it will involve only one, 


picture a year. 

Actress has turned down several 
previous film propositions, all of 
which would have been longterm 
, commitments. 





Multiple Switch on 
~—— Curtails Hayw 


+ 


3 Incoming Plays 
ard-Logan Activity 





Buys Marchand’s ‘Secret’ 


- For Broadway Production 


Paris, Jan. 11. 
, Leopold Marchand’s new hit 
comedy, “Le Secret des Dieux” 
(“Secret of the Gods’), current at 
the Michel, has been bought for 
Broadway production by Elisabeth 
Deval. French-born ex-wife of 
playwright Jacques Deval, and now 
a U. S. citizen, she arrived in Paris 
two weeks ago to visit her family. 
She saw the play and bought the 
American stage rights the next day 
through Louis Nagel, who handles 
Marchand’s interests. 
Mrs. Deval has_ invested’ in 
Broadway shows but this will be 
her first attempt at production. 





Bromley ‘Mistress 


Cost Only $14,000 


Harald Bromley’s touring pro- 
duction of “O- Mistress Mine,” co- 
Starring Sylvia Sidney and John 
Loder, was budgeted at $15,000, 
but was actually done for less than 
$14,000. That’s figured an extreme- 
ly low figure according to present 
inflation conditions. 

Total p-oduction expense was 
around $7,400,.plus about $6,500 
for Equity and other union bonds. 
Settings from John C. Wilson’s 
original Broadway production cost 
$2,000, payable in 10 weekly in- 
stallments, but that item was not 
included in the initial budget. Prin- 
cipal item, aside from bonds, was 
a trifle over $3,100 for rehearsal 
| expense. 


Touring nut for the show runs 
‘about $11,000 a week, depending 
on the theatre terms. Stars are on 
a modest guarantee, plus a _ per- 
centage of the net. As director, 
Bromley gets $300; plus 1% of the 
gross until the investment is re- 
paid and 2% thereafter. Show 
opened Dec. 3 in Wilmington and 
has since played Philly, Toronto, 
Montreal and Boston. It got $11,500 
last week in Boston, where it con- 
tinues thi week. It has had a cou- 
ple of losing weeks, but is ahead 
on the tour so far. 

No towns played by the Lunts 


in the original production are be- | 


ing booked for the Sidney-Loder 
edition. 


M. Kanin East to Huddle 
Qn Film Plans and Next 
Season’s ‘Fancy’ Setup 


Michael Kanin, co-producer of 
,“Goodbye, My Fancy,” at the. 
Morosco, N. Y., arrived yesterday | 
(Tues.) from his Coast home to, 
confer with Madeleine Carroll on. 
plans for next season. Star’s con- |, 
‘tract as star of the show extends 
only until June 15, and he hopes 
to reach an agreement for next 
season, including a tour. 

While east, Kanin will also hud- | 
dle with his brother, Garson 
'Kanin, on film plans for their 
‘Kanin Productions. Outfit has a/ 
commitment for a picture this | 
‘spring or summer for Universal, | 
for which Garson Kanin and his | 
wife, Ruth Gordon, will write the | 

| 





script and which the former will 
direct. Michael Kanin will remain 
east a week or 10 days. 
Garson Kanin’s new play, “The | 
Smile of the World,” starring Miss | 
Gordon, opened and closed last | 
week at the Lyceum, N. Y., as a_ 
Playwrights’ Co. production. 





+ Production 


shuffles of “Miss 
Liberty” and “Detective Story” 
'last week were part of a picture 
also involving the forthcoming 
“South Pacific.” In essence, the 
multiple switch meant curtailment 
of the activities of the producer- 
director team of Leland Hayward 
and Joshua Logan. 

Moss Hart replaced Logan as di- 
rector and co-producer of ‘Miss 
Liberty,” the Robert E. Sherwood- 
Irving Berlin musical due _ for 
Broadway presentation late this 
spring. The production firm of 
Howard Lindsay & Russel Crouse 
took over the imminent presenta- 
tion of “Detective Story.” new Sid- 
nev Kingsley play, which Hayward 
had a contract to produce within a 


vear. As a result, Nayward and 
Logan will confine their immediate 
efforts to “South Pacific,” the 


Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
| stein, 2d, musical. 

Actually, the switch of “Detec- 
tive Story” from Hayward to Lind- 
say & Crouse appears to be a 
nominal one, as the two outfits 
have been associated in various 
projects, including their continu- 
ing partnership in the management 
of the Hudson theatre, N. Y. Also, 
Herman Bernstein is general man- 
ager for both firms and is under- 
stood to have been a significant 
factor in the move. 

It’s believed that Hayward will 
have a substantial financial inter- 
est in the Lindsay-Crouse presen- 
tation, probably under Bernstein’s 
name. Incidentally, Paul Kelly, 
sought for the lead in the show, 
has reportedly turned down the 
part. He recently closed in “‘Com- 
mand Decision.” 

Understood that the retirement 
of Hayward from “Detective Story” 
and of Logan from ‘Miss Liberty” 
stemmed to some extent from the 
desire on the part of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein that they concen- 
trate on “South Pacific.” In view 
of that concern, Hayward offered 
to withdraw from “Pacific,” but 
was dissuaded by the co-authors. 

Amicable Switching 

Replacement of Logan by Hart 
as director and co-producer of 

“Miss Liberty” was apparently an 
amicable one. Preliminary plans 
had been to do the show next 
fall, but Sherwood and Berlin, who 
have made rapid progress on the 
show, now prefer to go into pro- 
duction this spring. But Logan is 
|involved as director and co-pro- 
ducer of “South Pacific,” so he 
withdrew and Hart was brought 
in. That ends speculation about 
| whether Hayward might become 
associated in the _ presentation 
through his partnership’ with 
| Logan. 
| Exactly what part Music Corp. 
of America had in the general 
shuffle hasn’t been revealed. How- 
|ever, as agent for Logan and as- 
sociate of Hayward, MCA obvious- 
ly figured in the multiple moves. 
Since Hayward and Logan have a 
partnership arrangement, it’s fig- 
ured the latter will have a share 
in the former’s financial stake in 
the Lindsay-Crouse presentation of 
the Kingsley play. 

As things now stand, besides 
their interest in “South Pacific,” 
Hayward and Logan are still asso- 
ciated in the Broadway and road 
companies of “Mister Roberts,” 
while Hayward and the Play- 
wrights’ Co., including Sherwood, 
are involved together in “Anne of 
the Thousand Days,” at the Shu- 
bert, N .Y. 


ULRIC, O’NEILL TRYING 
OUT PASADENA ‘SISTERS’ 


Pasadena, Jan. 18. 
Lenore Ulric and Sally O'Neill 
share top billing as “The Bunner 
Sisters,” which gets a Pasadena 
Playhouse tryout next Wednesday 


Hammer- 





Lewis H. Harris Picked As' rf 


Treasurers Club Head 


Lewis H. Harris has been elected 
president of the Treasurers Club of 
America, social and welfare organ- 
ization of theatre boxoffice men. 
Hugh J. McGauley has been nam- 
ed vice-president, Charles R. Bow- 
man, treasurer, Murray’ Lang, 
financial secretary and Herman S. 
Leins, recording secretary. 

Elected to the board of govern- 


DeWitt Bodeen script is a drama- 
tization of the Edith Wharton 
novel. Barbara Vajda_ directs. 
Understood possible Broadway deal 
hinges on the local tryout. 


KEITH-JOHNSTON STINT 

Albuquerque, N. M., Jan. 18. 
Colin Keith-Johnston will make 
a guest appearance the first week 
in February with the Albuquerque 








ors, to serve two years were, Pat- | 


rick F. Liddy, John F. McPart- 
land, Clarence D. Jacobson, John 
J. Wallum, Charles P. Murphy and 
, Jack Melnick, 


Little theatre, playing the defense 
attorney in a production of “The 
' Winslow Boy.” 
Deal was 
ANTA. 


arranged through 
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Plays on Broadway 


Along Fifth Avenue 


Arthur Lesser production of revue in 
two acts (24 scenes). Stars Nancy Walker; 
features Hank Ladd, Carol Bruce, Jackie 
Gleason, Donald Richards, Viola Essen, 
Johnny Coy, Virginia Gorski, Judyth Bur- 
roughs, Joyce Mathews, Dick Bernie, | 
George S. Irving. Zachary Solov, Lee 
Krieger, Wallace Seibert, Louise Kirtland. 
Music, Gordon Jenkins; lyrics, Tom Adair; 
additional music and lyrics, Richard Stutz, 
Milton Pascal, Nat Hiken; sketches, 
Charles Sherman, Hiken; scenery, Oliver 
Smith; costumes, David Ffolkes; lighting, 
Peggy Clark; vocal coaching, Robert Lenn; 
production assistance, Charles Friedman; 
musical and vocal arrangements, Jenkins; 
musical director, Irving Actman; dances 
and musical numbers staged by_ Robert 
Sidney. At Broadhurst, N. Y., Jan. 13, 
*49; $6 top ($9.60 opening). 

Principals: Nancy Walker, Hank Ladd, 
Carol Bruce, Jackie Gleason, Donald Rich- 
ards, Viola Essen, Johnny Coy, Virginia 
Gorski. Judyth Burroughs, Joyce Mathews, 
Dick Bernie, George S. Irving, Zachary 
Solov, Lee Krieger, Wallace Seibert. 

Singers: Joan Coburn, Gloria Hayden, 
Candace Montgomery, Tina Prescott, Dor- 
othy Pyren, Lucille Udovick, Ted Allison, 
Leonard Claret; Bob Neukum, Ken Ren- 
ner, Bert Sheldon. . 

Dancers: Franca Baldwin, Tessie Car- 
rano, Shellie Farrell, Marian Horosko, 
Gretchen Houser, Carol Nelson, Janet 
Sayers, Harry Asmus, Ted Cappy, Dante 
Di Paolo, Howard Malone, Walter Stane. 





“Along Fifth Avenue” varies in 
quality almost as much as the 
thoroughfare from.which it takes 
its title and theme. There are a' 
few bright spots in the revue and 
a couple of limp ones, but it’s 
generally just average. It seems 
an unlikely bet to pay off, but may 
have a moderate run. 

This show had more than its 
share of tribulations in preliminary 
production and during the road try- 
out. The effects are evident. Des- 
pite some fairly good material and 
several talented performers, the 
revue rarely jells into a genuinely 
smash number. Some of the ma- 
terial seems unsuitable for those 
trying to put it across, and the rou- 
tining is uneven. 

Nancy Walker, the star, is the 
best thing in the show, although 
she has only one really sock num- 
ber. Hank Ladd is acceptable in 


‘The Smile of the World) 


Playwrights’ Co. production of comedy- | 
drama in three acts by Garson Kanpin. 
Stars Ruth Gordon, Otto Kruger. Directed 
by the author; setting and lighting, Don- | 
aid Oenslager. At Lyceum, N. Y., Jan. 12, | 
"49; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 
Josef Boros Boris Marshalov | 


Mrs. BOoroS.....ss.eeee: Elizabeth Dewing | 
EP, CAA Yrs to Sam Jackson | 
Evelyn... ....-.cccccscccsserss Ruby Dee | 
Sara Boulting......+.e+++--- Ruth Gordon | 
Sam Fenn... «..ccscccees Warren Stevens 
Justice Boulting.....+++++++- Otto Kruger 
Stewart ST gieieitcss Me. ee 





Alice Widmayer Laura Pierpont 








Garson Kanin’s new play, “The| 
Smile of the World,” is a change | 
of pace from his “Born Yesterday.” 
It’s a serious work, with an inter- 
esting premise, but is relatively | 
quiet and suffers by comparison | 
with its comedy predecessor. It} 
isn’t for Broadway or, unless the | 
adultery angle is revised, pictures. | 
It may prove an item for stock and | 
little theatres. 

Plot deals with a Supreme Court 
justice, once a rampaging liberal 
but now an aging and pompous 
conservative, and the younger wife | 
who has cooled toward him. When | 
the justice’s young clerk comes to} 
the house the wife sees him as the 
personification of what her hus- 
band once was, and she falls in 
love with him. The justice con- 
dones the affair, but presently | 
loses both the wife and the clerk. 
At the curtain, the implication is 
that the’ jurist has been shocked 
into re-evaluating his outlook. | 

Unfortunately, the two principal | 
characters have not only lost in-| 
terest in each other, but they fail 
to spark the drama for the audi- 
ence. Thus, the excitement is pro- 
vided by lesser characters, chiefly | 
the clerk and the justice’s shrewd 
and caustic mother. Consequently, | 





the play’s basic scenes fail, while) 4 


the non-essential ones stand out. 
This effect may not be entirely 

due to the writing. Although Ruth 

Gordon gives a sensitive and mov- 




















September Tide 


London, Jan. 2. 
Tennent Productions presentation of 
drama in three acts by Daphne du 
Maurier. Directed by Irene Hentschel. At 
Aldwych, London. 


ED k+.o'0 94-409 a0:04 Gertrude Lawrence 
CHEFTY «  vcccccvcccccccccesss Anne Leon 
DIVER. 66 c6eac eaters be bee ts Michael Gough 
RODOrs... os sccccccsccecees Cyril Raymond 
Mrs. Tucket......eeeeeees: Dandy Nichols 
SUDA soo vc dcvcceccvcsscvsie Bryan Forbes 





Anything that brings Gertrude 
Lawrence back to the London 
stage would be welcome to theatre 
audiences, and if this vehicle isn’t 
the happiest choice for her, at least 
her charm and sensitivity bring 
out all the merits 
|Dealing with a man’s reciprocated 
‘love for his mother-in-law, story 
|will be considered unsavory by 
|many, and certainly highly im- 
'probable by more than a few. Its 
|appeal will chiefly depend upon 
‘the star’s drawing power, after 12 
years’ absence, and reputation of 
the authoress. 

Scene is set on the Cornish 
coast, where a lonely widow wel- 
|comes her young daughter on her 
honeymoon. Groom is a surly, in- 
considerate painter from Chelsea, 
and clash of moral values of the 
two generations provide much of 
= talk, of wae oe first act sup- 
® | plies a: surplus. other cannot ap- 
They Knew What They |preciate the modern couple who, 
|after two weeks of marriage, oc- 


Wanted 
Wilmington, Del., Jan. 14. i|cupy separate rooms at extreme 


John Golden production of comedy re- ‘ends of the home. 
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RICHARD COOGAN 


Leading man with MAE WEST in 
“DIAMOND LIL” as the Salvation 
Army Captain who tries to save the 
soul of Diamond Lil and in doing so, 
falls madly in love with her. 








Play out of Town 











vival in three acts by Sidney Howard. | is i i 
Stars Paul Muni; features Carol Stone, bel "th meneinet ee be 
Edward Andrews, Charles Kennedy. pi- | mon 1S roug the accl enta 
rected, ay Robert Perry. Designec and|overnight absence of the girl, 
e y Frederic “ox. At Playh se, ? ti 
Wim to an aa |when the mother and the artist 
avow their love for each other. 


Edward Andrews | 


Charles Kennedy Mother, carried away on the Sep- 


es ‘srssseeeeee Francisco, Salvacion | tember tide of her emotions, averts 
ORE 2 eeebe seengggaaae Bruno Wick the supreme folly, and as a way of 
ame Aone tek SEER LENO carol Stone escape plans to accept an old ad- 

! ID. sc ceccceccvvcvccess y Leone : , Ss 
0! ree TS Pee ee Victor Rendina mirer, to leave the couple to soli 
Ug eer Henry James | tude. 


Delores Badaloni 
Lynn Robinson 
Eole Gambarelli 


First Italian Mother... 
Her Daughter kad 
Secongl Italian Mother 


Small supporting cast is excel- 
lent, with Michael Gough making 











Plays Abroad 


of the play. | 





as for looks. Director J 

| Henry tet has brought “oat 
every ounce of comed 

in the script. die a 


Partage De Midi 
(Noontide) 


Paris, Jan. 1 
Jean-Louis Barrault . eit 
drama in three acts by Paul Cena gat 
uage ay a we: ag costumes, Chris. 
a erard. 
| wn the Theatre Marigny, 








«Ra Pe er es Edwige Fe 

MBE... cccccccccscce. Jean-Louis Berean 

De Ciz....seccceseeess Jacques Dacqmine 
BIORIEIO: 5053 dacs teasetes Pierre Brasseur f 











Eighty-year-old Paul Claudel has 
| finally given permission for the 
|presentation of his 43-year-old 
classic, “Partage de Midi.” Back 
|in 1928 the last act was given an 
|unauthorized performance by the 
Theatre Alfred Jarry, but up to 
now the author has steadfastly re. 
fused to allow the work to be 
|played. It has nevertheless had a 
'great deal of influence, not so 
'much in the theatre as in French 
literary circles. The Barrault pro- 
| duction is unquestionably the high 
| spot of the present season, and will 
be discussed for a long time to 
| come. 

| Properly speaking, it isn’t a play 
| at all but a long philosophical dis- 
cussion between four symbols— 
the adulterous wife, the unimag- 
inative husband, the materialist 
and the religious poet—and their 
| soul struggles in the “noontide” of 
their lives. 


_The play has an enormous fas- 
cination, due to the richness and 
| imagery of Claudel’s prose and the 
complexity of the problems in- 
‘volved, both spiritual and mate- 
rial. It is played to the hilt too, 
especially by Edwige Feuillere, 
'Barrault is more restrained than : 
|usual, and in consequence more 
convincing and effective. Pierre | 
Brasseur is hearty almost to the | 


PM, 




















the only two numbers in which he |ing performance as the wife, Otto) Her Son Richard Fineber : : : 
appears, but otherwise merely pro- Kruger seems unnecessarily blood. | er SOB srreerrecees ichard Fineberg eee likeable the unpleasant point of vulgarity as the material- f 
vides monologs to cover scene less as the justice. Warren Stevens| With more rehearsals, the 1949 character of the boy. Anne Leon ist, and Jacques Dacqmine is a ' 
changes. Carol Bruce looks more is believable and attractive as the| revival of Sidney Howard’s 1926 is a personable youngster, but cool and aloof husband. Settings ‘ 
attractive than ever, but is pretty clerk, while Laura Pierpont mops! Pylitzer Prize winner shan ohhane —— aia: toe ee ere se a — the average, ] 
cacki ost without a big song. | in the standard character part) up better than when caught. At more that of a kid si ogg oe (ecire 19C ¥ arene ———_ s 
ackie Gleason, who replaced the of the mother and Boris Marshalov|the premiere “They Knew Whi ore that of a kid sister. Dandy (circa 1900) set off Feuillere’s ] 
late Willie Howard during the try- is notable in the atmosphere-cre-|'They Wanted” didn’t joy - Nichols turns in a neat cockney , beauty to great advantage. r 
out, is energetic but helpless with ating first scene. Elizabeth Dew-' strongly due to the a pep sangha as the  scrub- Fred. n 
the padded blackout sketches. 18, Sam Jackson, Ruby Dee and| had trouble meeting its cues woman, and Cyril Raymond is very | ; I 
Donald Richards handles several | Ossie Davis are acceptable in sup-' paul Muni, the st imine oe 6M. Y. Cle @ | 
passable songs pleasantly, while Porting parts. delinquent. ar, was especially | ful suitor. | - &. -ity allet Co. 
Viola Essen and Johnny Coy have The author’s direction seems Sieve’ the play headed Ee a soundly directed by | ee fledgling N. Y. City Ballet é 
one striking dance number and sev- | deft, the single setting by Donald for a fair ru oe eaded Irene Hentschel. Clem. | Co. has an excellent addition to its 
eral undistinguished ones. Oenslager is tastefully cluttered | drawing da iy m4 x's = Muni's | rowing repertory in “Time Table,” 
The one solid moment of the and the costumes by Mainbocher reputati power and the plays past) Fe Seeret Des Di now “Relies wilt Mame: ie comp 
show is the “Chant D’Amour” and Forrest fhayer are becoming. Pe eg a i ; oo a master (Th woe es mieux | pany preemed its first independ- 
burlesque of such laments as “My Hobe. up aamabe ae  acaan “alin net Paris Lae | City Comte a ae 
Bill, with tune by Gordon Jenkins (Closed Saturday (15) after five hoary triangle plot such as thi Parisys presentation of cotaiig Ya three | ee vce A Bauet in one (| 
> pl Mn tn Lem In = performances). John Golden has given it : good acts by Leopold piarchand. Directed by mer gf Pg — b 
Ss! x i > ; A. : Jacque y val. i 
ro pelle an: a her bit aaah, production and the cast is uni-| At Theatre Michel, Paris.” er Tudor, ‘Time Table” is a siendie l 
George S. Irving, who’s switched to ° “i J ee ; Fenouillat "scent a sth toes saad aan Vilbert Story of incidents on a railroad d 
Gaiver’s but hesnt given up Ota | Legit Followup | ana'enttting.ievlees around Muni. ara Asiana tat Pasa" Gpleal group of people 
‘“ mt . bok 2 —— oe ae 4a8Y Morgan Kelett.............Roger-Vincent | : : p Of people 
Let’s Face It, I’m in Love With a should be on a par with the origi- | Borvthene g Zeimet | await a train. Mood is wistful or le 
Sich” Another enjoyable inter-| ; |nal production. Even now the star Mauricette......s.se00+--- > Mireille Ozy Melancholic by turn as a girl bi 
lude is “A Trip Doesn’t Care at Edward. My Sen |uses the juicy role of the Italian Pleo occ em -* Sandiey her marine goodbye or another girl 
All,” ingratiatingly sung by Rich-| | (MARTIN BECK, N. ¥.) | vineyard owner to demonstrate his | Anne .......-.....+.-+, Fiona” Hamilton | 8reets a returned GI, and humor- ( 
ards and a smiling moppet named Adrienne Allen. femme lead of mastery of character acting. He mi baaed eyeuuenes Didier d’Yd OUS+as a couple of soldiers tangle ay 
Judyth Burroughs, with music by “Edward, My Son,” at the Martin | Vite audience sympathy from the Moise Raffalesco......... Gaack, Pelvigne with some teenage flappers. But 
Philip Kadison and lyrics by Beck, N.Y., is a satisfactory suc- | pix set and his grief upon learning Ernest Buchler............ Jackie Gencel mood is always reliably sustained, (7 
Thomas Howell. cessor to Peggy Ashcroft, ‘who. = mail order bride is to bear his ; and music and choreography blend $ 
«Other, less memorable tunes are withdrew from the part some weeks | terrifving child, seems real and A new idea, and so cleverly admirably. Troupe’s dancing, espe- 
Fifth Avenue,” the opener; “The ago to return to England. Natural-| = oe Likewise, his forgive- dressed up and scripted, that it’s Cially the work of Marie-Jeanne 
Best Time of Day,” sung by Miss ly, Miss Allen gives the role a desire. Pg bride and desperate a natural for adaptations on all and Francisco Moncion as the lead- L 
Bruce and a male quartet; Miss somewhat different slant than Miss strike or married happiness, foreign stages, including U. S., ing couple, is admirable. 
Walker’s “If This Is Glamour,” Ashcroft did, and that inevitably | oe a on with a strong screen potentiality. . Making its bow on its own as a 
with music by Richard Stutz and alters slightly the flavor of the play | Carol Stone, as the waitress Locally, it’s an unquestioned smash | full-fledged department of the 
lyrics by Rick French; the song- itself. To anyone seeing “Edward” Muni marries does a splendid job, 0” all counts. Leopold Marchand N. Y. City Center of Music and 
and-dance “Skyscraper Blues” and the first time the effect should be It isn’t an easy role but she makes has something here which goes be- Drama, after a fall season of fill- op 
Washington Square,” Gleason’s perfectly acceptable and to any- the weak Amy a believable figure. Yond a comedy of youthful doi ins, the ballet tro w im- 
“PF ; ” 6 ny : 7S gure, ¥° ° y y doings troupe no sh 
ugitive from Fifth Avenue,” “In one who saw Miss Ashcroft in the The priest, spiritual advisor to With a bit of palatable romance in- Presses as a major organization, th 
the Lobby,” Miss Bruce’s “Weep show the change is likely to offer Tony, is in the capable hands of Jected at the end. on a par with other U. S. major i : 
No More,” Ladd’s “Mr. Rockefeller merely an interesting comparison Charles Kennedy, who created the _ Under witty cellophane it's a dance groups. Other two ballets ; 
Builds His Dream House,” by Mel of different personalities and tech- part in the original play. The deep satire of the doings of grown- Presented Thursday were the two bs 
Tolkin and Max Liebman, the nov- | niques, without marring the appeal stuffy doctor is played for laughs UPS as seen from youth’s angle, ex-| Balanchine choreographies, “Four | - 
= about Lord & Taylor called of the drama. p Pama) James and Edward posing mercilessly their frailty Temperaments” and “Symphony in me 
acation in the Store” and a Robert Morley continues to give ndrews does as well as possible both in private and public life. As ©.” fermer to Paul Hindemith’s ing 
Bruce-Ladd duet, “Call 8 with the tl i 
| = ae a i uet, ‘pe It Apple-. a powerful and arresting perform- Ne . iankless role of the fore- such, it is cued to click in any Music, latter to Bizet’s. Both are tic 
finale, “Santo Dinero,” . first-act | ance as male lead, and although he | Salvacion mound nut ive eae” | cannes reel nae nature is the strong staples in the new com 7 
ceneiely allen te which is occasionally seems to shout a bit east action round out the speaking same the world over. 'pany’s repertoire, the finale of 
eameee ely alien to the Fifth too much, it’s a great relief io | ceesene ton roles. Robert Perry The play introduces Vilbert as “Symphony in C,” with Balanchine ha 
Miss Walke attend a show in which all the lines the on _ he still needs to put Fenouillat, a cabinet minister, ap-|CTowding the stage constantly with 8a 
m3 a “7 manages to make are audible. The theatre has made Frederick ate ed more rehearsals. parently a widower, whose wealth /more and more dancers, remaining Pl; 
penn age | aa cma of sketches, an innovation since the opening, js attracti ox’s living room setting and political success are due, un- 4 Sheer choreographic delight. Lead ba: 
of cadiniies | vi rodisiac qualities installing small signs at the stage ve. Klep. known to all but himself and his dancers Marie Tallchief, Marie > Of 
q mes and a travesty on mur- | apron, which are illuminated be- | son, to the fact that his teenage Jeanne, Tanaquil LeClercq, Nich- anc 
Se es ae others seem tween scenes to indicate the time ‘son is a child prodigy with a olas Magallanes, Francisco Mon- sul 
chew: 7? of little point and, ex- of the ensuing scene. It’s an in- Jane Cowl Set for Dallas genius for politics and finance. Cion and Todd Bolender continue pri 
ee? _ e one standout number, genious device for discouraging , The boy practically pulls every to spark a spirited ensemble. . 
tha — aT more energetic match-lighting program readers, | Queen’ With L | G string which animates the father, Bron. 
ee ane. The revue is pain- and might profitably be adopted | OCal UFOUP though, in everybody else’s eyes, ; 
fully lacking in overall direction, for other shows. In various other | Dallas, Jan. 18. | /@tter_acts on his own. ‘| . 
_ meone Ste peagrem billing for ways, too, the Martin Beck is vir-! Negotiations have been cot Parisys, as producer and owner Theatre 49 Gets Underway 
credit = ch Fo —_ there is a tually a model of thoughtful, pains- pleted for a production her by the of the theatre, casts herself in the Wi . ‘Sk ! 
assisted a tose sn an _ taking oe efficient theatre man- Arden players of “Elizabeth the part of Fenouillat's protegee. A ith Premiere of Skaa her 
: e agement. Hobe. |. 7 aaah younger woman might hav d Dallas, J 18. sho 
Broadway preem. TI! ' i | Queen,” with Jane C ; ; ave made | allas, Jan. 
erally po eneemanant amltiee | | Star. The Maxwell Por ala wo By too important at the ex-|', Theatre '49 opened its first Pit <n 
Oliver Smith scenery and David | HENDL FOR DALLAS? will be presented Jan. 26, 27 and ony o a — comedy. Here, duction of the new year Jan. got 
Ffolkes’ costumes are presentable. | 28, at McFarlin Auditorium Vid just a character part. Henri with presentation of “Skaal, 4 ane 
The program credits for th | ow Dallas, Jan. 18. Miss Cowl will foe Vidal, as Fenouillat, is exemplary new drama ‘by Vivian Johannes. A 
duction are a puzzle There are 18 t a Nort assistant conduc- auspices of the pe Natl om Rene ' the ans politician. The play is skedded to run, fF ire 
y or of the New York Philharmonic can Nationa lus, as the boy’s tutor, stand . of il Play- oO} 
people featured, one of whom ived j ' Theatre and Academy ins Out in i ‘ , Stands three weeks at the Gulf Oil Play h 
TS eulse Kirtland, ten't it » arrived in Dallas Wednesday (12) cademy. Blevins | > a rip-roaring characteriza- | house, ys 
cor’ ceded aiakes abe ee ae presumably to consult with officials a New York producer and tion. Roger Vincent is a plausible | use here. nati Auc 
Gost, and six others are virtually in-' of the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. | be guest direnon Oar? Will Canadian envoy, while | Emile oe eats Bue Wardeo, 
. k ‘ irector. | Duard, ler: ‘| Clinto ‘son, Jac ' 
who have contributed mlsic or _He has been suggested by New| Wray Davi 4m Fleur a r financier; Antoine F 2 Waller. Mary Finney, ‘) 
y Davis, New York y. as Fenouillat’s secreta rances aller, ary 
~ hy —— listing in the for- oo managements as successor to| played opposite Miss ee WO? | one Zeimet, as a shady newspaper. Romola Robb, John Hudson and 
ward credits are Rick French, Met Antal Dorati, who will leave after | Ka ity Owl IN| man, acquit ; jj itne _ ” wil 7 
Tolkin, Max Liebman, Mel Pahl, this season to become conductor of re roving has been engaged to ena i an uae me | follow i ~ a = emiere, si : 
Philip Kadison and Thomas Howell. the Minneapolis § h peat his role of Essex here. The | lik as the: wonder boy, acts| followed by another Pr e- — 
Hobe. chestra ymphony Or-| balance of the cast will be com- h e an old trouper, and scores “Sting in the Tail,” by Tom Pur tori 
eh gree aL. ca vere?  FPEe, posed of Dallas actors, heavily, Fiona Hamilton, as the kid foy, Irish playwright and Abbey = 


‘ , } “or wt 


so», |Poetess, is okay for acting as well Theatre actor. 
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Total Broadway Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VarIETy’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week and the corresponding week of 


last season: 


Number of shows current 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week. . $692,600 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows... $16,901,900 $16,543,400 
Number of new productions so far............... 41 


This Last 
Season Season 
sei ae eee 9 cag a aa 32 
BE es at a 714 774 
$660,400 


37 











Chi B.0. Holds O.K. Pace; Man’ 266, 
Roberts’ $29,200, ‘Streetcar’ 19G ius" ss, 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 


Rainy weekend didn’t cut into | 
legit b.o. as much as expected, with | 
Chi finis of “Medea,” “Man and | 
and Breden- Savoy 
causing usual 
last-minute scramble, and aiding 
“Brigadoon” 
is also in last lap, with closing date | 


Superman,” 
Comic Opera Co. 


eneral theatre take. 


set for Jan. 29. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Breden-Savoy Comic Opera Co., | ptf. 
Civic Opera House (3d wk) (3,800; | 99) 
Last week of Gilbert & | 


$3.71). 


Sullivan way over previous week. 
Nice $24,000. ¢ 

“Brigadoon,” Shubert (15th wk) 
final 
week holding same as last with fat 29 


(2,100; $4.94). Second to 


$32,500. 


Dante, Studebaker (1st wk) (1,-| 
Opened Wednesday 
(12) and with Sunday matinee, in 
six performances, faring fine $8,- 


246; $3.10). 


000. 


“Man and Superman,” 


Great | 





© 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 17-29) 
“Allegro” — KRNT, Des Moines 
(17-18); Music Hall, K. C. (20-22); 
|Curran, Frisco (26-29). 
“Annie Get Your Gun’’—Ford’s 
| Balto. (17-29). . 
“At War With the Army”’—aAud., 
(21-22); Wilbur, Bost. (24- 


, 


| “Blackouts of 1948”—El Capitan, 
iL. A. (17-29). 
“Born Yesterday”—Biltmore, L. 
A. (17-29). 
“Brigadoon”—Shubert, Chi (17- 
), 


“Carousel” — Mosque, Richmond 
(17-22). 

Dante—Studebaker, Chi (17-29). 

“Death of a Salesman’—Locust, 
Philly (24-29). 

“Desert Song” — Shubert, Philly 


Northern (3d wk) (1,500; $4.94). | (17-29). 


Last week of Shaw comedy took a| 


large hop to $26,000. 
“Medea,” Blackstone 
(1,358; $4.40). 
healthy biz with $17,000. 
“Mister Roberts,” Erlanger (18th 
wk) (1,334; $4.33). 
continue to head for this one. 


(8th wk) 


Biggest gross so far, at regular 


scale, $29,200. 


Last week doing 8 


Out-of-towners | 


“Favorite Stranger” — Shubert- 
Laf., Det. (17-29). 
“Figure of a Girl’ — Colonial, 


“Finian’s Rainbow” — Cass, Det. 


(17-29). 

“George White’s Varieties”— 
Curran, Frisco (17-22), 
| “Harvey” —Hanna, Cleve. (17- 


22); Victory, Dayton (24-26); Aud., 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har- L’ville (27-29). 


ris (16th wk) (1,000; $4.33). Good 


matinee play keeping take at near- 


ly $19,000. 


HEIRESS’ $19,400, L.A. 
‘BLACKOUTS’ $17,000 


Los Angeles, Jan. 18. 

“The Heiress” finaled Saturday 
(15) after two weeks and four days, 
but the Biltmore rekindled again 
last night (17) with “Born Yester- 
day.” Town picks up again to- 
morrow when Las Palmas relights 
with the world preem of “Ice- 
landia,” a musical on ice. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 





(343d wk) (1,142; $2.40). $17,000 Bost. (10-22); Court, Spgfid. (24-26); ! 


again. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (3d wk) 
(1,636; $3.60). Second full week’s 
$19,400 was okay. 


La Crosse (Wisc.) Civic 
Expands to 2-Nite Basis 


La Crosse, Wisc., Jan. 18. 

After two seasons of successful 
operation in bringing touring legit 
shows here on a subscription basis, 
the La Crosse Civic Drama League 
is planning to expand bookings to 
two-night stands for the 1949-50 
semester, 
members at $10 each, with a wait- 
ing list of between 100 and 200 for 
tickets for the the legit engage- 
Ments. 

More than 700 new members 
have already been added to the or- 
8anization for the 1949-50 season. 
Plays are booked on a guarantee 
basis through the United Booking 
Office, N. Y. All seats are reserved 
and are sold in advance by mail 
subscription. Older members have 
Priority in ticket orders. 








. 

Laugh’ Wry 8G, K.C., 

E Kansas City, Jan. 18. 
H d Wynn’s “Laugh Carnival,” in 
wets for three days and four 
: Ows early last week, ran up 
8ainst rough weather. Show never 
or “ene ys 2 with a slow $8,000. 
beseiats, eens resentations, which 


Organization has 1,229 | 


g0t a break from the elements! 


in, has set the Bob | 


“Harvey” — Shubert, N. H. (17- 
22); Acad., North’mpton. (24); 
‘Strand, Albany (25-26); Lyric, 


| Utica (27-29): 
| “Hi Button Shoes” — Aud. 


South Sees ‘Menagerie’ 
Via Leigh One-Nighters 


Gilbert Leigh, whose production 
of “Glass Menagerie” recently 
closed in Cedartown, Ga., after a 
six-week tour of one-nighters, 
figures on taking another play on 
a similar tour through the south 
this spring or next fall, possibly 
in repertory with the Tennessee 
Williams drama. He has stored the 
“Menagerie” set and props in 
Georgia. 

Although he went into the red 


believes he can make money on 
such a tour again, with more effi- 
cient booking and _ exploitation. 

cost of “Menagerie” 





the play, gave Leigh the original 
Jo Mielziner setting. Operating 
;cost was around $1,500, including 
|advertising. All the show’s dates 
| were small towns off the usual 
| touring routes. Most hadn’t had a 
| legit booking in years. 

| John Cosgrove directed’ the 
| show, in which Mary Perry played 
| the mother, Peggy Love the 


B’way B.0. on Upgrade: ‘Girls’ $53.500, 
‘Chaillot’ 206, ‘Ear’ 296, ‘Anne’ 326 


Kate’ 466, 





slightly with “Menagerie,” Leigh | 


Attendance rebounded last week 
on Broadway. The recovery was. 
comparable in degree to the pre-,| 
vious week’s post-holiday slump. | 


The upturn actually had started. 


| daughter, Lew Sisk the son and’ 


| Leigh the Gentleman Caller, be- 
'sides being company manager, 
| stage manager, prop man, etc. 


‘Sy (AG, Philly, 
Shoes’ $34,500, 
Bough’ $4,200 


Philadelphia, Jan. 18. 
Although a long list of shows are 








| biz right now is pretty sad here. 
| This week’s openings—both last 
| night and both for two-week stays 
|—-were John Golden’s revival of 


| 
“They Knew What They Wanted,” | 
| with Paul Muni, at the Forrest, and | 20Ut $35,800. 


la revival of “Desert Song” at the 
Shubert. 
| Estimates for Last Week 


“High Button Shoes,” Shubert | 2!most capacity again at $53,500. ular b.o. 
| (3d week) (1,877; $4.55). Musical in | ) 
easily | wk) (C-940; $4.80). With the clos- 


} 
! 


the previous weekend, and con- 
tinued through Jast week to a peak | 
Friday and Saturday (14-15). 

Business has now entered the 
season’s lush period, which cus- 
tomarily continues into pre-Easter, 
so the epidemic of closings is ap- 
parently over. Flop shows will 
fold, as always, but those with a 
substantial draw should be able to 
hola on through the spring. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All for Love,” Hellinger (R- 
1,543; $6). Musical with sketches 
by Ted Luce, the Hartmans, Max 
Schulman, Billy K. Wells; music, 
Gerald Marks, Lester Lee, Herman | 
Hupfield, Michel Emer; _ lyrics, 
Alken _ Roberts, Sam_ Lerner, 


| Sammy Gallop, Hupfield; presented 


by Sammy Lambert & Anthony B. 


| Farrell; opens Saturday (22). 


| 
| 
| 


“Along 5th Avenue,” Broadhurst 
(1st wk) (R-1,160; $6). New revue 
opened Thursday night (13) to 


| mixed notices; figgt four perform- 


| ances drew capacity $19,000: better 


indication this week. 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shubert | 
(6th wk) (D-1,387; $4.80). Maxwell | 
Anderson drama made a comeback | 


| with the trend; $32,000. | 


ost. (17-22); Walnut, Philly (24-29). | still on Philly’s booking chart, legit | 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial | 
(140th wk) -(M-1,472; $6.60). Had} 
been slated to fold Saturday night 
(15), but attendance spurted and 
the musical continues indefinitely; 
was underestimated last week; 


“As the Girls Go,” “Winter Gar- | 
den (9th wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). Still | 
topping the list by a wide margin; 


“Born Yesterday,” Miller (154th 


|Roch. (17-19); Erlanger, Buff. (20. | leads the town on the week with | ing of “Harvey,” this comedy be- 


| 22); Royal Alex., Toronto (24-29). 


“Laugh Carnival”—American, St. 


| Louis (17-22). 
|. “Make Mine Manhattan” — Shu- 
bert, Bost. (17-29). 
“Man and Superman”—Hartman, 
Col. (17-20); Univ., Bloomington 
, (21-22); Cox, Cincy (24-29). 
“Medea”—Aud., St. Paul (17-18); 


Lyceum, Mpls. (19-22); Hartman, 
rng (24-26); Town, Toledo (27-29). 
). 


“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(17-29). 


|}return engagement here 
| $34,900. 
Blackstone, Walnut 


(1st week) | list; 
| (1,340; $2.60). Magician getting his | spring; almost $13,000. 
usual good local play; nearly $9,000 | 


| comes the longest-run show on the 
may continue through the 


“Edward, My Son,” Beck (16th 


‘Ave. $19,000 in 4 


wk) (C-1,062; $4.80). Bounced back 
to $23,000. 

“Rape of Lucretia,” Ziegfeld (3d 
wk) (O-1,628; $4.80). Finaled Sun- 
day (16), after 23 performances; 


“Red Gloves,” Mansfield (6th 
wk) (D-1,041; $4.80). Climbed with 
the field to $23,000. 

“Shop at Sly Corner,” Booth 
(D-712-$4.80). Play by Edward 
Percy, presented by Gant Gaither, 
opened last night ‘(Tues.). 

“Silver Whistle,” Biltmore (8th 
wk) (C-920: $480). Receipts 
jumped to new high; $20,000. 

“Smile of the World,” Lyceum 
(CD-990; $4.80). New Garson Kan- 
in play premiered Wednesday (12) 
to poor notices; folded Saturday 
(15) to a mere $4,000 for five per- 
formances. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (59th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
Prize-winner bounced back to 
near-capacity; $26,000. 

“The Victors,” New Stages (3d 
wk) (D-299; $3). This is the final 
week for Jean-Paul Sartre meller; 


$8,000. 


$3,000. 


“Where’s Charley?,’ St. James 
(14th wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray Bol- 
ger show now appears to be strong 
prospect to pay off the $200,000 
investment; hopped up to $36,400. 


‘Manhattan’ 266, 
‘Mistress 116, 
‘Gurl 186, Hub 


Boston, Jan. 18. 

Three openers last week, none 
of them stepping into any partic- 
activity, and takes are 
generally off all around. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Figure of a Girl,” Colonial (1st 
week) (1,500; $3.60). Theatre Guild 
has had more downs than ups 
here this season, current offering 
got mixed notices, but subscrip- 





and will do even better this week. | wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Business re-| tions helped to $18,000. 
| “Leaf and Bough,” Forrest (one | mains strong for this London im- 


week only) (1,766; $3.25). 


string crix turned thumbs down | formances; $28,000. 


and tryout folk-drama in for single | 


| week here never had a chance; 
| $4,200. 
| “Shop at Sly Corner,” 


|much better although first string 


| “O Mistress Mine” — Plymouth, | TiX were split on merits; $7,500. 


_Acad., Northmptn. (27); Aud., Hart- 
ford (28-29). 

| “Oklahoma!” (No. 1 Co.)—Nixon, 
Pitt. (17-29). 

| “Oklahoma!” (No. 2 Co.)\—Aud., 
| St. Jos. (17); Mem. Hall, Joplin (19- 
20); Mosque, Spgfid. (21-22); Murat, 
| Indpls. (24-28). 

| “Raze the Roof”—Shubert-Laf., 
| Det. (10-15); Gt. North, Chi, (17- 


29). 
| “Show Boat” — Aud., Boulder 
\(18); Aud., Denver (19-22); Home, 
/Okla. City (24-25); Hall, Tulsa (26) 
|Music Hall, K. C. (27-29). 
“Streetcar Named Desire”— 
Harris, Chi. (17-29). 
| “The Big Knife’ — Shubert, N. 
' Haven (26-29). 


(17-29). 
| “They Knew What They Wanted” 
'_—Forrest, Philly (17-29). 


‘Varieties’ 20G, Frisco 
San Francisco, Jan. 18. 
George White’s “Varieties,” with 
_Lou Holtz, Rose Marie and Joe 
' Howard, shuttered Saturday (15) 
at the Curran (1,776; $2.50) with a 
nice $20,000 for its third and final 
week. Curran remains dark until 
next Wednesday (26) when “Al- 
legro” opens there. 
“The Heiress,” with Basil Rath- 
| bone, Beatrice Straight and Pa- 
tricia Collinge, opened Monday 











‘Born’ 7G in 4, Denver; 


‘Okla!’ 146 in 3, Pueblo 


Denver, Jan. 18. 
In competition with snow and 
cold weather, 


“Goodby, My Fancy,” Morosco 
(9th wk) (CD-931; $4.80). Another 


|of the new season’s click entries; 


Locust | nearly $24,000. 
(one week only) (1,580; $3.25). Not | 


“Harvey,” 48th st. (221st wk) | 
(C-921; $4.20). Comedy finally | 
closed Saturday (15) after 1,775 
performances, and tours; under- | 
quoted last couple of weeks; | 
finaled with hefty $11,500. | 

“High Button Shoes,” Broadway 
(66th wk) (M-1,900; $6). After a. 


/couple of light weeks, business has | this 


bounced back strongly; $38,900. | 





“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (30th | 


“Born Yesterday” | wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Attendance is 


did a fair $7,000 in the 1,200-seat | expected to taper off steadily un-— 
Broadway in four shows at a $3.60 | til the April closing; $35,500. 


top. 


roadshows comes. from 


About 30% of business for | 
outside | wk) 


(38th | 
with 


“Inside U.S.A.,” Majesti 
(R-1,659; $6). Jumpe 


Denver, and when there is a heavy | the trend, helped by presence of | 





>| snow there is a wave of cancella-| Beatrice 
*| tions. Comedy did an added $4,000 | $32,000. 

|in two performances in Salt Lake | 
| City. 


| 


Lillie 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” 


nearly | 


(3d 


again; 


Century 


'wk) (M-1,654; $6). Theatre parties 


“Oklahoma!” did a big $14,000 are accentuating the ticket jam 


in three shows in the Auditorium) for this sellout; 


“The Heiress’ — Geary, Frisco | in Pueblo, Col., at a $4.20 top with $46,000. 


2,000 seats. Both shows were han- 


dled locally by Arthur M. Ober- | 1,604; 


felder. 


‘Allegro’ 2646, St. Loo — 


St. Louis, Jan. 18. 
“Allegro” closed its second and | 
windup week at the American Sat- | 
(15) with a neat $26,500. | 
Gross for the opening session was | 
$25,000. The scale was $4.27. 
“Ed Wynn’s Laugh Carnival” 
teed off a one-week stand at the | 
American last night (Mon.), House | 
is scaled to $3.66. 


‘Okla!’ 40G in 1-Niters | 











| (17) at the Geary (1,550; $3.60), 
| showing a fine $20,000 advance. 





| ‘DESERT’ 16G, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Jan. 18. 


| 
' $40,000 last week in a string of and it now looks as if this Paris 
| one-nighters in Denver and Pueblo, import 
'Col.; Hutchinson, Kan., and here. | about $20,000. 
“Desert Song,” playing a full! 


St. Joseph, Mo., Jan. 18. 
“Oklahoma!” grossed a total of 


Theatre Guild production is split- | 


a shade under 


“Leaf and Bough,” Cort (D-. 
$4.80). Play by Joseph | 
Hayes, presented by Charles P. | 


“Knickerbocker Holiday,” Cop- 


Second | port; goes clean at nearly all per-|jey (2d week) (1,200; $2.25). Rep- 


ertory Associates did fairly well 
with this on first stanza but second 


week ran very thin; estimated 
$3.000. - 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Shu- 
bert (1st week) (1,750; $4.80). 


Opened road run here to get good 
notices but biz didn’t prove up to 
expectations. Got $26,200, but 
current week should improve. 

“QO Mistress Mine,” Plymouth 
(1st week) (1,200; $3.60). Broadway 
attractions usually do better than 
one here, with estimated 
$11,000. 


N. Y. City Ballet Grosses 
$21,000 In 4-Day Week 


The N. Y. City Ballet Co., pre- 
sented last Thursday (11) at the 
City Center, N. Y., for the first 
time under Center’ sponsorship, 
grossed $21,000 for four days (five 
performances) through Sunday 
(16) night. Biz was close to 





|capacity for three performances, 


opening night and Sunday matinee 
excepted. 
Management was also encour- 


Heidt & Rouben Mamoulian; opens _aged by fact that its two-week 
Friday night (21). stand was nearly half sold via mail 

“Lend an Ear,” National (5th wk) orders, in advance of engagement. 
(R-1,172; $6). Revue smash almost Troupe, however, needs about 
went clean: nearly $29,000. $25,000 a week to break even, and 


“Life With Mother,” Empire | figures to 1 
(13th wk) (C-1,082; $4.80). Edged | thre eh Rng ee ey 


back toward sellout again; $22,500. 
‘Harvey’ 2336, Pitt 





“Light Up the Sky,” Royale (9th 
wk) (C-1,035; $4.80). mores Sy 
ace regularly; approache ; 4 a 
“Love Life,” 46th St. (15th wk) Pittsburgh, Jan. 18. 
(M-1,319; $6). Trying Sunday per-| Frank Fay in “Harvey” hung up 
formances to hypo attendance; 4 Smart $23,500 last week at the 
hopped-to $28,200. | Nixon. However, Fay didn’t match 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Bel- | figures of the Joe E. Brown com- 
asco (2d wk) (D-1,077; $4.80). Busi- bneng .. Pn win Le which playes 
ss sharp jump last week, weeks more than 
ee ae bey : year ago and did around $90,000 
the on the run. 
“Oklahoma!” opened last night 
“Make Way for Lucia,” Cort | (17) for third visit and it’ll be just 


may make grade; 


shot in ao, troupe for a single | stanza at Shubert last week (10-| ting the current week between (4th wk) (CD-1,064; $4.80). Closed | 3S big as the first time. Mail orders 
n the Arena of the Municipal (15), garnered fair enough biz in| Joplin and Springfield, Mo. 


Auditorium Feb. 1 





‘SHOW BOAT’ 7146, SAN JOSE 


je San Jose, Cal., Jan. 18. 
mm Show Boat” grossed $7,500 in 
Sesheens Paeormance at Civic Audi- 
last Frj ie B - (3,246 capacity) 


Top was $4.20, 


/eight performances at $3.60 top. 


Final score was an approximate | 


, $16,000. 


| 
' 
i 





Joe Magee, of the William Mor- 
ris legit department, has had a re-| 


currence of the muscular ailment $26,000 at the Tower here last (3d 


he contracted in the Navy, and is, 
taking a three-month leave of ab- | 
isence to travel in Europe. 


| 
‘CAROUSEL’ 26G, ATLANTA | 
Atlanta, Jan. 18. | 

Theatre Guild production of | 
“Carousel” pulled a mild gross of 





week. ; 
Musical moved to Richmond this 
week. | 


i (15), . for the two weeks amounted to 
wren lg «He ° Fy A nearly $40,000 even before the win- 


pushed the finale to $16.10, dow sale got under way. 
“Mister Ro yg vin (48th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Another ‘OKLA.!’ $36,200, CINCY 
SRO week; $34,700. Cincinnati, Jan. 18. 
“Oh, Mr. Meadowbrook,” Golden Rodgers-Hammerstein musical, 
wk) (C-1,057; $4.80). Even “Oklahoma!” chalked up a nifty 








two-for-ones aren’t enough for this $36,200 at the Taft auditorium here 
last week. 
Show is in Pittsburgh currently. 


to break even: $3,600. 
“Private Lives,” Plymouth (15th | 
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London's Lindsey Theatre Acquiring i 
Rep as Ace West End ‘Tryout’ Spot 


+ puts CBS in the picture business 











CBS-Crosby 


'____ continued from page 1 








acies extend into Crosby’s Para- 
| mount Pictures deal. 





London, Jan. 11. 
Of all the Little Theatres in Lon- 
don and its environs—and they are 
well over a dozen—one of the most 


successful is the Lindsey Theatre 


Club. 

Founded two and half years ago 
on a shoestring by dress designer 
Frederick Starke and A. T. Smith, 
at out-of-the-way Notting Hill Gate, 
it boasts among its many hits Elsa 
Shelley’s “Pick-Up Girl”; Michael 
Hutton’s “Power Without Glory,” 
which was acquired by John C. 
Wilson for America; and “Flowers 
for the Living,” Toni Block’s play, 
purchased for films by Sidney Box 
for the J. Arthur Rank organiza- 
tion at cost of $200,000. 

Shelley play has proved an out- 
stander and played to hefty grosses 
when acquired by Tom Arnold for 
the Prince of Wales and Casino 
theatres. Its popularity has by no 


means exhausted itself despite tour- 


ing the provinces for over two 
years; it’s still netting the Lindsey 
around $400 weekly. 

Among its lesser hits are George 


L. George’s “Caviar to the Gen- 


vv 


-ANTA Scouts to Gander 


| through its buy-in on the Crosby- 
Par setup. Just how close the 

Boston Rep Situation maneuvering encroaches on Ccapi- 
Two representatives will be sent moment. 

by the American National Theatre| 4 high CBS spokesman made the 


_& Academy this week to look over | off-the-record revelation t hat 


the Boston Repertory theatre, to through the negotiations Paley is 
see whether endorsement of the puyying into the multiple show biz 
project, recently » withdrawn, corporations headed up by Crosby 
should be re-extended. Action | (of which there are about six), but 
was decided Monday (17) at the j¢ is entirely exclusive of Crosby's 
ANTA board meeting. Decca holdings, which won't be 
Question arose as result of an | gicturbed. 

appeal from the resident company safe, § Pe: : 

rs “ANTA to do everything within Pn greg it i ee ae 
its power to make it possible for ate Gs Ine eee SS 6 ee 

a « =a : television personality, transferring 
the Donen Repertory So continue him from his present Wednesday 
opeeerae beyond. the announced night ABC network occupancy into 
closing date of Jan. 28. os ae a similar Wednesday time segment 
understood that ANTA’s previous on CBS, thus permitting the cap- 


eyes cn, tases tee Ga tok ture of a sustained listening habit. 
CBS is already in negotiation 


ed to carry out the policies on ; ‘ , 

which the original approval was | with Philco, Crosby’s current spon- 

based. sor, for a continuance of the same 
bankrolling setup. 


The _purported CBS-Paley “un- 
derstanding” (nothing’s been sign- 











Truman 


tal gains appears speculative at the | 











ed as yet), comes at a time when 
Continued from page 1 semand| the capital gains fever is running 
able competition for the tale, so| low in the film-radio mecca and 
the liberalized thinking on this in the face of denials that Crosby 
type of property isn’t limited to| is doing anything more definite 
20th production chief Darryl F. than talking. 
Zanuck alone. | Almost right down the line the 
Even more important than the | word’s been passed along to “‘lay 
evidence of change given by this off if you don’t want to get into 
buy is the willingness of other a DC jam.” That not only goes for 
studios to consider submisisons of | the top-priced radio artists, but 


eral,” which proved worthy of a. 
West End run, at Whitehall the-| 
atre, and Noel Langley’s “The | 
Burning Bush,” at present touring, | 
but coming to London early spring. 

Biggest achievement has been 
the staging of Jack Kirkland’s 
“Tobacco Road,” which after many 
censorial bouts was finally passed | 
for production, and is now due in 
the West End Jan. 25. 

Spot has not only proved a good 











stories treating of .serious so-/ film personalities also are prac- 
stepping-off place for new plays, cial, economic or racial prob- | tically resigned to the inevitability | 
but has been the means of giving | jems. Whereas three months/|of getting an Internal Revenue | 


some newcomers a chance to show 
off their talent. Latest signed are 
Dirk Bogarde to Rank as result of 
his work in “Glory”; Kenneth 
Moore by Sir Michael Balcon; 
Thora Hird and Karel Stepanek by 
Sidney Box; while Anatole De 
Grunwald has copped among oth- 
ers John McLaren for a Rodney 
Ackland film. 
Miss Shelley’s latest play, “For- 
get Me Not,” is due in February. 
New season has already teed off | 
with a hit in Samson Ralphaelson’s 
“Jason,” which all the crix liked. 
Result is that play has been ac- 
. quired by Linnit & Dunfee and 
comes to either the St. Martin’s or | 
Ambassador’s in February. | 


ago most producers didn’t even brushoff. 
want to look at a yarn that smelled | The word here is that such capi- | 
of anything beyond straight enter- | tal gains deals as those involving 
tainment, they’ve clearly changed | Al Jolson and Columbia Pictures, | 
their mood since last Nov. 2. |the Nunnally Johnson-Universal | 
Oh You Thomas! \e.g. pact, ete. are strictly “no| 

All last year, with the hot breath , dice. 
of the House Un-American Activi- | Columbia’s deal to buy out Jol- 


ies which might tinge of anything | gains basis has gone down the tax 
in which Rep. Thomas and his co- | drain. Heavy taxes are being or 
horts might remotely find reason | will be assessed also against the 
for further fingerpointing. The | two-picture deal made by Nunnally 
committee had whipped the anti-|Johnson’s unit, Interjohn Corp., 
red hysteria to such a frenzy that | with Universal-International _be- 
plain liberalism had become a/| fore he shifted to 20th-Fox. Sam 
frightening thing and producers | Spiegel’s deal with Universal on 
weren’t sure how much the pub-/|the Orson Welles’ starrer, “The 
lic temper was reflected in the Un- | Stranger,” has also been upset by 


Six-Week Winter Season | American committee. 





As a result | the revenooers. Although the 
ee | there was a natural tendency to|merger of International (Leo 
Is Set For Miami Beach  fo!ow the trend by laying low on | Spitz-William Goetz company) 


Miami Beach, Jan. 18. | cause for further trouble. 

Richard Stevers, owner-director | 
of the Lakeside Summer Theatre, 
Lake Hopatcong, N. J., will stage 
a six-week season of legit here at 
Oceanside theatre, on the Million 
Dollar Pier. Theatre, which housed 
Minsky burlesque before the war, 


| by capital gains considerations, 


parently think they found the an- | Within the latter company 





tion of Mr. Truman and the gen- | come across. 


eral swing to a more liberal view If, in the future, attempts are | 


—as well as the defeat of several |made to maneuver such capital | 


| 


members of the Un-American com- | gains ‘negotiations where talent | 




















is owned by the city. mittee itself—is obviously being rather than corporate setups are | 

Stevers will open his season) taken as proof that there is room | involved, it will be strictly on the | 

Feb. 1, with either “Springtime | for occasional pix with a bit more | q.t. For one thing is recognized | 

= Henry, om preg nee in them than pure entertainment. | here—sthat the publicity fanfare, | 

ge pd — . -% oo, | Ther® is no indication that there which in the case of Jack Benny | 

Glenda Farrell, one show follow-| is going to be a big swing to so-  snowballed into page one promi-| 

ing the other. “John Loves Mary.”  ©/4! significance in films, for Holly- | nence throughout the country, was | 

with Jackie Cooper and Jacikje | W004 well knows that its prime ob- | the major contributing factor in 

gg: A enird attraction. J°¢t still must be entertainment. setting the Internal Revenue 
Shows will play one week Thea-| roeaver) Saaee ee ae eee | See 0 ee ee Se 

tre seats 750 and top will be $2.40. tread if story editors } my dig — As far as the film-radio mob is 

, suitable properties. First thing | concerned, the only ones thus far | 

: they must have, of course, is an breathing easier under the capital 

Shows in Rehearsal _absorbing story, and that’s no cinch | gains oxygen are Amos ’n’ Andy, | 

| under any circumstances. ‘who, regardless of reports to the 

“All for Love’—Sammy Lam- _ The principal thing that the more contrary, are practically “untouch-| 

bert & Anthony B. Farrell. liberalized Hollywood thinking does | able” as far as any D. C. retro-| 

“At War With the Army”— is open the field to a number of good 

“Big Knife” _— Gwlet Messe} se bed og been yg wel | | Revenues Ask Solo-Pic | 

: Sr old rs because they touched | 

bd naa Lee Strasberg & Camere | on tabu subjects. Such properties | Cos. to Check Returns 

“Blood Wedding”—New Stages, 2% 2OW being re-reviewed by story, Letters from the Internal Rev-| 

“Death of a Salesman”—Bloom-| 4¢Partments—which have been enue bureau to indie producers'| 

garden-Fried. extremely hard-pressed anyhow in operating under the so-called one- | 

“Forward the Heart”—Anthony the past couple years in finding picture deal capital gains tax setup 

Parella & Leon Bronesky. | strong _material—to determine are asking for a recheck of returns. | 

Two Blind Mice”—Archer King | suitabilify in light of the new Letters say past reports have been 

& Harrison Woodhull. thinking. found erroneous and are the result 

of an investigation the bureau has 

been making for the past three 

years of producers, their corporate | 

structure and tax returns. 


} 
| 
| 


/active action is concerned. | 


Wednesday, January 19, 


| ‘Finian’s’ 2744G, Detroit; 
‘Bloomer Girl’ $38,500, 


Detroit, Jan. 18. | 
“Finian’s Rainbow” pulled a fair 


| gross of $27,500 at the Cass here 
In effect, it | 


last week. 
Detroit Light Opera production 
of “Bloomer Girl,” at Masonic 


‘Temple, rang up a moderate $38,- 
500. 











AGVA Opposition 


Continued from page | aa 








‘declined to join the consolidation, 
|'but has approved the idea for the | 


other affiliates. 


As a part of the merger plan, 
or- 


the proposed joint television 
ganization was also drawn up. This 
was to have been a cooperative 
setup between the merged eastern 
unions and SAG, with jurisdiction 
shared between the east and Coast, 
and control and expense equally 
| split. 
join this setup, too, but has 
|fused to go along, as in the case 
of the merger. 

Although Barto talked at length 


at last Friday’s session, 4A’s lead- | 
at loss to} 
| know what his real objections are | 


ers say they are still 


‘to the two plans, or what he wants 
instead. He has repeatedly implied 
a threat of seeking a court injunc- 
tion to halt the proposed setup, 
apparently on the ground that the 
rights of AGVA members are being 
violated and his union’s claim to a 
share of television jurisdiction is 


being invaded. However, he has re- | 


fused to tring in any members of 


the AGVA board or other repre- | 


sentatives of the membership, so 
4A’s execs have no assurance that 
his stand has the support of his 
organization. 

Barto is known to be strongly 
oppos2>d to George Heller, AFRA 
executive-secretary, who is in line 
to become head of the merged east- 


ern unions. Execs of the 4A’s claim | 
the juris- | 


that his proposal that 
diction of television should be split 
and handled separately by the vari- 
ous actor unions is transparently 


|ties Committee upon them, the|son’s interest in the pix sequel,|Unworkable. They assert that it is 
studios meticulously avoided stor- | “Jolson Sings Again,” on a capital |™erely part of a scheme to sabo- 
| |tage the merger and joint video | 


| plans. 
| In the face of the AGVA asgita- 


tion, Equity has shown signs of 


| cooling on the whole consolidation 
| idea, in which AFRA has been the 
‘leading force from the beginning. 
'Under the circumstances, there’s 
|talk of the possibility of AFRA go- 
‘ing directly to SAG in a joint 
|move to take over the tele juris- 
\diction between them. Such a setup 
would be an explosive step, pre- 


But with AFRA in 


Producing chiefs, h _| several production units operating | practical control of the broadcaster Shuberts 
8 ot ceeavees wal are also Situation nationally and SAG sit’| that’s as far as it goes. 
swer in the November ballots. Elec- | due for the Government’s ukase to ting on the film studio setup in| 


Hollywood, it’s figured to be a natu- 
ral alliance. 

On the other hand, rather than 
allow Barto to topple the whole 
consolidation plan and the _ pro- 
posed cooperative television setup, 
heads of the other unions are con- 
sidering the possibility of going 


into Barto’s backyard to sound out | 


the AGVA membership on the 
question. It’s figured that if the 


vaude union members understood | 


the actual situation involved they 


| would force the union’s administra- 
| tion to join the other affiliates in 


the video setup, if not the merger 
plan. 











Music Hall TV 


Continued from page | = 











AGVA has been invited to 
re- 











| Stage Design 


‘Lee Continued from page 49 


/cover such professional expenses 
as taxi fares and tips while on an 
assignment. And, Bay adds, the 
Treasury Dept. is painfully unsym- 
pathetic about tax deductions for 
| professional expenses. 

Having had one taste of Holly- 


wood, Bay doesn’t intend to go 
back there unless it’s as a director 
as well as designer. As do most of 
his colleagues, he believes that the 
designer of a production should 
| have a voice in the entire planning 
of a production, including even 
script conferences and working out 
the performance. Only thus, he 
thinks, can a fully integrated show 
be achieved. He deplores the tend- 
ency of some producers to disre- 
gard the dramatic and emotion- 
creating potential of settings. He 
also thinks it unfortunate that de- 
| signers, as well as actors, are fre- 
' quently “typed.” 

Bay’s experience in Hollywood 
taught him that the art director, as 
a designer in the film studios is 
known, is merely a minor em- 
ployee whose creative ideas are 
limited largely by the decisions of 
the director and cameraman, For 
instance, he says, designers are re- 
'quired to do settings in all sorts of 
colors for black and white films, 
even though the creative work in- 
volved is meaningless. 

Costs As High On Coast 


Contrary to general belief in the 
trade, legit production costs are 
just as high on the Coast as in New 
York, according to Bay. He ex- 
plains that although it’s possible 
to get settings built more cheaply 
there than in the east, the reason 
is that the work there is inferior. 
iTo do a first-class job costs as 
much or more on the Coast than 
|here, the designer claims, because 
the supply of top craftsmen is so 
limited there that it’s necessary to 
|pay premium wages. Nearly all 
skilled men have fulltime jobs in 
| film studios, and there are only 
|two shops for legit scene construc- 
| tion. 

_ Bay sees little chance of lower- 
|ing construction costs in the east 
'very much. There’s no continuity 
|of production by different man- 
agers, so the business is on a one- 
show economy. He thinks that if 
|producers could get together to 
| pool physical productions, such as 
| basic settings, furniture, drapes, 
costumes, etc., substantial savings 
|might be made, but he figures 
that’s merely visionary. As it is, 
,the Theatre Guild has a_ small 


/any product which might give | with Universal will not be affected | a. an intra-union jurisdic-| warehouse in which it stores a few 
|tion battle. 


| 


|basie sets, props, etc., and the 
store furniture. But 


__ As a former president of the 
'Seenic Artists union (the only de- 
signer ever to hold the office) Bay 
‘has great respect for the other 
|craftsmen in the scenic line, par- 
ticularly the painters, whom he 
calls the only real artists in the 
field. He sniffs at the idea of de- 
|signers who claim to be able to 
paint their own settings, remark- 
ing that that’s merely an affecta- 
tion to impress laymen. 

Besides “As the Girls Go.” Bay’s 
designing assignments so far this 
season include “Magdalena,” the 
new Clifford Odets play, “The 
| Big Knife,” and the forthcoming 
Lillian Hellman dramatization, 
“Montsarrat.” The latter will 
bring his total of Broadway de- 
signing stints to 60. 








—— 





program), it'll approximate 
flavor and capture the production 
techniques of the mammoth show- 
case. 

Among those tentatively lined up 
to collaborate with the agency on 


the production are Bruno Maine, | 


Music Hall designer; Leon Leoni- 
doff and Russell Markert, co- 
producer of Music Hall presenta- 
tions; Florence Rogge, the chore- 
ographer, and Kay Holley, M. H. 
Glee Club director. 

If Esso gives the nod, show will 
preem late in the spring. It’ll be 


the | 


VIC HYDE 


CURRENTLY Emile Littler’s “HUMPTY DUMPTY” 


In one case where a producer 
made a number of films on a cap- 
ital gains basis, the latter has been 
requested by the Government to 
make an adjustment equivalent to 


|a Star-studded attraction, with a 
permanent emcee, stifl to be se- 
lected. Production was originally 
conceived by Lloyd Coulter, radio- 


GIRL FRIDAY 


Efficient private secretary and travel- 
ing companion, 
publicity and 

Formerly with 


Licensed beautician, 
background, 
deceased. 


business 


star now 


Write Box 778, Variety, 154 W. 46th 
St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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LS 


SUMMER THEATRE 


(With Bar and Restaurant) 
One of the Best Known in 
New England 
Offers unusual opportunity for 
twe partners, silent or active. 
For details write Box No. atl 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., N. Y. 19 N-¥- 
immediate Action Necessary! 
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CASINO THEATRE, LONDON 


two-and-a-half times the profit on 
his pix. 

The letters are called “defici-| 
ency” notices. They request the 
producer to contact a tax consul- 
tant to make a proposed adjust- 
ment in so far as the Government 
disagrees with methods followed in 
computing various tax returns, 


Personal Management: NAOMI HORRABIN 
Paramount Theatre Building, Des Moines, lowa 


LONDON: HARRY FOSTER'S AGENCY 











tele director of the agency. 





either corporate. or 
Procedure calls for producer to 
put the business into the hands of 
a tax consultant to iron it out to 
satisfaction of both taxpayer and 
the Government. 
comes subject to litigation. 


| pose 
| THEATRE WANTED! 


individual. | 


Otherwise it be- | 








A-1 EQUITY COMPANY 


needs new location. Stayed 3 yearn 


in last city until lease expired. ve 
rent 4 walls or on percentage. 
in March, Write: Box 315, Vartel 








154 W. 46th St., New York. 
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Literati 








Hersey Books for Japan 


Two wartime books by Nadie | 
Hersey, “Hiroshima” and “A Bell 
for Adano,” are included in a list 
of books to be published soon in 


serialization in April's 
book for Doubleday publication. 


an article on assignment for Cos- 


under SCAP license, Gen.| Mopolitan, titled “The Jack in 
MacArthur's headquarters have| Benny.” Piece will stress Benny's 
announced. The author, in a let- generosity, with idea being that for 


ter to SCAP’s Civil Information 
and Education Section, has already 


every miserly joke per broadcast 
that Rochester stresses, Cantor will 


Eddie Cantor is also authoring 


needs of radio and video. Special | 
'stands have been constructed along | 
the route of the parade for camera- | 
‘men and commentators. Coopera- | 
jtion has been afforded television 


: mobile units and various types of | 
; c Collier. aircraft in covering the seven-mile | 
Articles will be expanded into a stretch of parade on the ground | 


‘and the “air cover” of 600 bombers, | 
fighters, flying boats and mixed 
planes. 

| Complete coverage of the Inau- 
guaral will also be carried by FM 
as well as AM. Continental FM 
network, which is broadcasting the 


tell how much Benny gave away four events in full, expects to be 


expressed his desire to donate all 
accruing wre 8 sone with- 
in the city o iroshima. 

Other publishers who have been CHATTER 
licensed to translate, publish and| Emily Ashe Banks 
sell books in Japan include Live-| publicity director at Town Hall, 
right Publishing Co., which plans N.. Y 
to bring out Henrik Willem van' 


that week. 








Loon’s “Story of the Bible”; “Pren-| view film, radio and 
tice-Hall, which will start with names for the Toronto Star. 
E. G. Olsen’s “School and Com-| Walter Van __ Tilberg Clark, 


munity”; Viking Press, with “One-| author of “The Ox-bow Incident,” 
Two-Three-Infinity,” by George! is having his new book, “Track of 
Ganow: Alfred A. Knopf, Iroquois| the Cat,’ published by Random 
Publishing Co.; Duell, Sloane &j| House. 

Pierce; United Press; Ziff-Davis | Col. Fay O. Dice, USAF, named 
Publishing Co.; North American |Chief of the Publicity Branch, Mil- 
Newspaper Alliance; MacMillan | itary Personnel Procurement Serv- 
Co., and Princeton Univ. Press. ice Division, replacing Col. Mason 


; : | Wright. 

Magazine publishing concerns | > ce A 

now licensed to sell translation| Irish Women _ Writers Club. 
rights in Japan are MacFadden)| ublin, has given its award te hel 
International Publications, the Far | best ~_ = the weer Oe — 
East Advertiser and Universal Pic- ag pee Th er nove ate fave 
torial Co. The licenses we the | * (Geo ee. 

first granted since the end of the|,. : 
war authorizing U. S. publishers to | tions rights to 


|joined by additional stations for. 


‘part of the time and by the rural 
‘radio network in New York State 


appointed for the Thursday ceremonies. 


The full Continental coverage 
will be carried in the New York 


Jack Karr in Hollywood to inter- City area by stations W2XMN- 
television W2XEA, owned by Dr. Edwin Arm- 


strong, FM pioneer. 


New Look For 
Pub Industry 


By K. S. GINIGER 


(Director of Public Relations, 
Prentice-Hall, Inc.) 


Ever since Election Day, I have 








George Landy sold the publica-| been meeting regularly with a 
“The. Chosen,” a} group of earnest and progressive 


' Angeles Inde 














deal directly with Japanese pub- 
lishing concerns. 





Austria Inks 24 U. S. Scribes 
U. S. Publication section in 


Vienna announced that Austrian | corres 


book 
tracts for editing German language 


story by Father E. J. Edwards, to, gentlemen who are deep in plans 
| Longmans-Green, with film rights|to give the Republican Party a 
owned by Metro. 

Stanley Kramer. is sending out! utter extinction. 
| 10,000 reprints of Ring Lardner’s|about this time last year, I have 


| “Champion” to exhibitors, 


Herbert Brucker, editor of the 


editions of American authors, with | Hartford Courant, authored ‘‘Free- 


Pearl S. Buck, Dorothy Baker and 
Theodore Dreiser in the lead. 


\dom of Information ae |it from utter extinction, or a rea- 


|Millan is publishing 


Eight books already on market;Tome champions the continuance 


had average sale of 3,000 each. 





‘Reader’s Encyclopedia’ 
“The Reader’s 


of a free press. } 
The Irish Censorship Appeals 
| Board has nixed the censor board’s 


Encyclopedia,” | ban on “Odysseus,” by Rom Lan- 


edited by William Rose Benet | au; “The Trials of Oscar Wilde.” 


(Crowell; $6; $6.75 


thumb- | PY. H. Montgomery Hyde, and “It’s 


indexed). is an enormously useful| 4 Battlefield,” by Graham Greene. 


volume 7 yap eae berg aq authored the lyrics for several hit 


terested 


Songwriter Sylvia Dee, who 


1,242 pages contain 18,499 subjects, | tunes including “‘Chickery Chick,” 


including American literature, | 
American drama, foreign litera- 
tures, mythology, Biblical litera- 
ture, art, music, ancient litera- 
tures, American histcry, world 


history, geography, current affairs, 
literary terms, slogans and phrases. 
It. gives capsule plots, themes, 
characters, myths and _ Iegends, 
dates, place names, critical refer- 
ences, biographical data, defini- 
tions, word and phrase origins. } 
Not only in the size and scope 
of its contents, but possibly more | 
important in the judgment and 
clarity of its definitions and ex- | 
planations, “The Reader’s Encyclo- 
pedia” is an impressive job. It is 
so good,’ in fact, that it immedi- 
ately suggests future editions 
even more inclusive and brought 
up to date from time to time. 
Hobe. 





Buys L. A. Throwaway 
James Parton, prexy of the Los 
ndent Publishing 
Co., announced the purchase of the 


| tome is being published next month 
| by_ MacMillan. 

Raymond Spottiswoode, non- 
| theatrical film producer for The 
| World Today, Inc., on a month’s 
leave of absence to complete his 


scribed “And Never Been Kissed,” ! 
|a book about adolescence. Her first | 


film) been meeting equally regularly 
pondents and sports writers | with 


ublishers signed 24 con-| as a plug for his picture. 


a group of equally and pro- 


|in plans to give the book publishing 


|industry a New Look and thus save 


' sonable facsimile thereof, 


| It becomes increasingly difficult 
for me to keep what goes on at the 
meetings of each group separate 
and distinct in my own mind. This 
|is true for the very good reason 


that both Republicans and pub- | 
'lishers seem determined to seek | 


| extinction, which gives me an op- 


| portunity to discuss dodoes, largely | 


| because dodoes are already extinct. 

The reason dodoes get into this 
piece (other than the fact that I 
|happen to have that particular 


_volume of my encyclopedia handy) | 


is because the world of many Re- 
publicans and many book pub- 
| lishers is the limited world of the 


| lished by the University of 


forthcoming book, “Film and Its 
Techniques,” which will be = 
ali- 


dodo, in which life is confined to 
a small island from which no one 
| has the hytg ed or initiative to 
. | escape and so never gets anyplace 
Bg Mp meee gl BAZIN ay but to extinction. The Republicans 
: “ips 5 Agger «aie. | have been adequately discussed 
Mrs. Robinson” was cited as “‘dis- | : 
tinctive’ by Martha Foley in her | 0Utside the pages of Varrery and, 
“Best American Short Stories for | 4fter this last campaign, there is 
1948” compilation, has another |S°me doubt as to whether they 
short titled “Danny” coming up in ¢Ven qualify as entertainment. So, 
“Decade of Short Stories,” publi- | let us take the very sad case of the 
cation in which “Ma” originally ap- | book publishers, rolling merrily 
peared. ‘or not so) along the road to ex- 
English authoress Mary Mit- tinction. 
ford’s new book, “Love in a Cold| It is commonly assumed that a 
Climate,” is being brought out by | publisher is a man who reads a 


fornia Press. 


Random House. 
England was “Diversion” but 
switch was made for U.»S. con- 





Los Angeles Down Town Shopping | 
News, a giveaway with a twice-| 
weekly circulation of 500,000. | 

Shopping News, founded in 1922, | 
will be merged with Independent | 
and published as the Los Angeles 
Independent, with 10 to 15 sep- | 
arate twice-weekly editions cover- | 
ing community news in various | 
parts of Greater Los Angeles. 
Purchase price was not disclosed. 


} 
| 





ms Celebrities’ Cookbook 

The Celebrities’ Cookbook,” 
edited by Grace Turner (Crowell: | 
$3.75), contains recipes from 62) 
names, mostly from show business. 
ome of the contributors may not 
actually prepare the favorite 
dishes they describe, but presum- 
ably someone else does so for 
them, according to the given 


directions. 

Among the contributors in- 
cluded are: Fred Allen, Edward | 
Amold, Milton Berle, Fanny | 
Spelled Fannie in the book) Brice, 
oe 9 Cantor, Katharine Cornell, 

arlene Dietrich, Henry Fonda, 
oe Heifetz, Sonja Henie, Jose 
quel, Sammy Kaye, Kay Kyser, 
ertrude Lawrence, Guy Lom-| 
perdo, Alfred Lunt, Raymond. 
Bot”? Mary Margaret McBride, | 
urgess Meredith, Robert Mont- | 
lth Lily Pons Cornelia Otis 
7 ss Kate Smith, Ezra Stone. | 
a n Charles Thomas and Law- 
ence Tibbett. All the pieces ap- 
peared originally in This Week 
Mag. | 

, ida Cantor Saga in Collier's | 
c My Life With Eddie,” by Ida 
antor in collaboration — with | 





Cameron Shipp, starts a five-part 


iit oe 


sumption. Miss Mitford, inci-! 
dentally, is the sister of Unity Mit-| 
ford, one of Hitler’s supporters in 
England. Another sister, how- 
ever, was a partisan of Republican 
Spain during the civil war. Mary 
Mitford is a middle-of-the-roader 
politically. | 














Newsreel Coverage | 


Continued from page 2 








(by film) when four main events of 

the record-bréaking Inaugural 

ceremonies are telecast Tomorrow | 
(19) and Thursday (20). 


550 From Radio, Tele 


Never before have so many radio 
and television men descended on> 
the capital. Kenneth Fry, radio di- 
rector of the Inaugural committee, | 
estimated the number at 550, which 
includes technical, editorial and 
program personnel. In addition to 
live radio and video coverage, three 
television newsreel companies— 
NBC, Telenews and Telepix—are 
on hand to provide film takes to be 
delivered to waiting planes for 
shipment to stations not served by 
the east-midwest coaxial. 

The major events—the pre- In- 
augural gala show, the parade, the 
swearing-in ceremonies, and the In- 
augural ball—will be fed live un- 
der a pooled arrangement between 
the networks as a “television in- 
dustry” preserftation. Approxi- | 
mately 10 hours will be devoted to 
the coverage. : 

The Inaugural committee has 
gone all-out to accommodate the | 


i ‘ rt esii< 3 ent 


Novel’s title in| manuscript, decides that it is de- 


serving of the immortality of print 
and hard covers and puts it in that 


form, and then sells the resultant | 


product to booksellers for resale 
to the public at large, thus assur- 
ing himself of a sufficient income 
to buy his authors lunches at the 
respective Oak Rooms of the Ritz, 
the Algonquin and 
There may be other considerations 
involved, but this concept of the 
publisher sees him as a man who 
earns his living by translating 


manuscrapts into books for the ye 


benefit of posterity, and that too 
small section of our present popu- 
lation which reads books or just 
happens not to have a book. 
Those ‘Subsidiary Rights’ 
With some minor exceptions. 


|New Look and thus save it from | 
And, ever since | 


|gressive gentlemen who are deep | 


the Plaza. | 


| 


this assumption is fast becoming | 


entirely false when applied to the 
publisher, model 1948-9. For to- 


'day’s publisher is a man who is 


sold a manuscript by an author or 
an agent (a manuscript which, 
quite possibly, has not yet been 
written or, if written, may have 
been read by no one concerned) 
for the purpose of putting it into 
a form which will facilitate the sale 
of what are known as “subsidiary 
rights” to magazines, motion pic- 
tures, newspaper syndicates, radio, 
television, comic strips, toy manu- 
facturers and an ever-increasing 
galaxy of book clubs and reprint 
distributors. As an incidental part 
of this process, he does produce a 
book which he “sells” (bookstores 


have almost unlimited return priv- 


ileges) to booksellers who hide it 
somewhere where no customer can 


|find it for a few weeks and then 


promptly return it to the publisher 
for resale to the drugstores and. 


rey ti heiav ity 
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the 
Square, 
money 
often takes a sizable loss on it. 
The upkeep of his private wine bin 
in the cellar at 21 and his country 
estate is met by the income from 
subsidiary rights 
additional means he can scrape to- 
gether by collecting funny stories, 
breeding cattle, running railroads, 
sitting on boards of directcrs and 
saving money by publishing fewer 
books). 





LITERATI 53 
PF 909902050134830088 0425222 a aed 
4 
+ i t 
t SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 
7 
+ 
t t 
* 
to4 + By Frank Scully z 














Tucson, Jan. 15. 

Let everybody else get primed for the big drive through the center 
of the line by television. I am keeping my eye on that frontier frolic 
called the square dance. 

I recently saw it turn an old Tucson hotel from a museumpiece into 
a place as lively as ducks dancing on a hotplate. And surveying the 
scene was Nick Hall, the manager, looking like a merger of Wild Bill 
Hickok, Wallace Beery, Harry Carey, Howard da Silva and Big Boy 
Williams. 

Seems Nick moved in from Missouri by way of the LaSalle hotel in 


‘Chicago 15 years ago, picking up en route a 10-gallon hat, some cowboy 


boots, saddles, shirts, ranch pants and a few extra sombreros, not to 

forget a 10-foot muleskinner’s bullwhip. He draped all these props 

over his breezy, jovial personality and showered Arizona with a hos- 

pitality that was as authentic to an older Tucson as its giant cactii. 
‘The Name.is Drachman, Roy Drachman’ 

The hotel I knew 25 years ago was as refined as powdered sugar. In 
those days dowagers and stuffed shirts walled themselves in and spent 
the winter looking over the parapets at Papago Indians, gringoes, greas- 
ers and tourists like us. 

The place was suffering, in Santayana’s immortal phrase, “from a 
corrupt desire to appear refined.” The name that spelled hospitality 
in those days was not Santa Rita but Drachman, and the Drachmans 
were not a hotel but a family. 

Aside from changing from a sleepy old pueblo of 20,000 to a town of 
140,000 since I last lived there as the only guy operating a sports page 
from a chaise loungue, the greatest change has been in the operation 
of that same Santa Rita hotel. Nick Hall came in there in 1934 and 
gave it a shot of vitamin yipee that changed the old-bat roost into the 
gayest hashienda west of the Panhandle. 

Sponsored by the current generation of Drachmans, I found my tired 
and dusty person pulled into the hotel lobby by the greatest force that 
has come to Tucson since Rosemary Taylor wrote “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” and Westbrook Pegler stayed around to eat it. The force was 
the hand of Nick Hall. 

The Hand That Held 

Once I had touched the hand of Nick Hall there seemed to be no let- 
ting go. All hired hands were assured by the ranch foreman that the 
town was lousy with counterfeit $10 and $20 bills, and all were warned 
to take no money from me. 

Hall’s hospitality kept everything coming our way like an old ma- 
gician’s wand. My Skipper, aged 17, who accompanied me on this 
return of the native, was absolutely dumbfounded to think that one 
gone so long could grow so tall in the estimation of frontier townsmen. 

The Nick Hall language which accompanied these benefactions could 
never be cleaned up for radio. Not even for the warmup sessions. I 
learned that the change had come over the old Santa Rita hotel years 
ago when an old dowager demanded that Nick move some film char- 
acters out of a wing because they were carrying a rehearsal right 


through her afternoon siesta. 


Tucson’s Diamond Lil 

“T have a lot of influence,” she said to Nick, as he sat in the wildest 
private office this side of Buffalo Bill’s Lookout Mountain hacienda, 
“so you'd better listen to me.” 

“Lady,” said Nick, “I don’t care if you’ve got diamonds in your 
britches. I am not changing this hotel’s policy no matter how much 
influence you have.” 
| Flabbergasted, she got up, looked around his office and walked out 
saying: “Well, I haven't!” 

The office she looked around was really worth a second take. To the 
right of where Nick sat were a row of telephones hanging on the wall, 
and over to his left were several saddles, one a hand-engraved job 
with mounted horn, collar, spurs and bridle that must have cost him 
$5,000 if it cost him a buck. 

Next to it was a silvermounted saddle which once belonged to Tom 
Mix, and next to that one of the oldest sidesaddles in Arizona, which 
I suspect Nick rides when suffering from hangovers. Suffering as I 
am these days from astigmatism, I can’t say for sure if telephones or 
canteens were hanging from the saddles, but they looked like tele- 
phones. 

On the walls above this floorshow of the old west Nick has added 


_ photographs from Gregory Peck, Gary Cooper, Brian Donlevy, Jean 


Arthur, Leo Carrillo, Nino Martini, Guy Kibbee, Charles Ruggles, Kate 


, Smith, Skeets Gallagher, Claude Binyon, Gene Autry, Jennifer Jones, 
. Harry Sherman, Wesley Ruggles, Clarence Budington Kelland and even 
| Hedda Hopper—all signed with glowing tributes to Hall’s ever-flowing 


hospitality. 

Nick owns a golden palomino named Champ and has 30 pairs of 
hand-tooled boots to keep him from getting corns in any one place. In 
and out of his office, around the hotel’s lobby, eateries and endless 
bars, he moves like a law unto himself, a ghost from the days when 
men were men and women glad of it. 

In one corner of his office is a blownup postcard from Old Tucson, 
a collection of adobe houses that Nick needled the community into re- 
storing a few years ago. Old Tucson is about nine miles southwest of 
town. Nick is officially the mayor and has his seal of office from the 
governor to prove it. 

Nine Miles to 1870 

The population of Old Tucson is two. Hollywood producers have 
already used it for pictures—the most notable being “Arizona,” starring 
Jean Arthur and Bill Holden, and ‘Incendiary Blonde,’ with Betty 
Hutton and Bob Hope. “Red River” was made nearby. 

It was being whispered to me that American Tel and Tel was al- 
ady laying its transcontinental coaxial cable for television under the 
city, but short of giving Nick Hall 2,000 volts, or running him out of 
town on a burro, I don’t see television supplanting square dances at 
the Santa Rita. 

“Ladies to the center—up to the bar, 

Gents to the center—and form a star. 

Meet your honey, and pass her by, 

And grab the next girl on the sly.” 

After a few of those the TV engineers will forget about coaxial cables 
and find themselves square-dancing with the hottest wenches the west 
has seen since Baby Doe Tabor, Calamity Jane and the Unsinkable 
Mrs. Brown shelved their seven layers of petticoats for short buckskin 
skirts. 

I know they will because I came to Tucson on a secret mission but 
after a few of Nick’s martinis I’ve forgotten both the secret and the 
mission, 





————— 


remainder shops in Times. 
He makes little or no 
from this operation and 


horrid an outlook for the publisher 
himself, whatever it may mean for 
the future of books. But, just as 
the day after Election Day dawned 
| for the Republicans and the day 
came when a lonely dodo on 
Mauritius could find no mate, so 
has the day arrived for the pub- 
lisher when he is approaching the 
discovery that many (‘and pub- 
| lishers) cannot live on subsidiary 
'rights alone. My spies report that 
the only immediate result of this 
discovery is a vast increase in the 
production of crying towels, 


(and whatever | 


So far, this does not present too 
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CHATTER 


Broadway 


Nat Mortan, former N. Y. agent, | 
in for annual vacash and headed 
back to his chicken farm in Florida. 
Monday (17). 

Carl Leserman, former Warner | 
and United Artists sales exec and | 
indie producer, visiting New York | 
from the Coast. | 

Sam Dembow, Jr., to San An- 
tonio to attend directors’ sessions | 
of drive-in theatres in which he, 
has territory interests. _ 

Paramount theatre televising the | 
Inaugural on its large screen and) 
for its regular audience starting) 
tonight (Wed.) at 10 o’clock. | 

Bud Freeman, son of Interstate | 
booker Charles Freeman, named 
publicity director of the Boca 
Raton club, Boca Raton, Fla. 

Lillion Pulaski entrained for 
Miami, where she’ll be the house 

guest of the Frank Wirths. She 's 
widow of Varriety’s Jack Pulaski. 

Friars luncheon for Mike Todd, 
slated for last Friday (14), post- 
poned to coming Friday (21) on) 
account of Willie Howard’s funeral. | 

William Dieterle to the Coast af- | 
ter a brief stopover enroute from | 


France, where he looked over} 
facilities for his upcoming, 
“Rachel.” 


d| tion, 


Rainbow” will be produced here 
this spring. 

United States Information Serv- 
ice played films to 800,000 French 
people in December. 

Abbott Dancers signed for the 
Sport Monte Carlo Club on the 
Riviera this summer. 

Sa Majeste closed, Copacabana | 
closed and reopened. Biz is bad} 
in night club circuits. 

Nicholas Bros. due in Sweden| 
for date at China theatre, Stock- | 
holm, after Hollywood pic stint. 

Greco, Madrid dancing sensa- 
will follow Carmen Anaya 
into the Theatre Champs Elysee. | 

Felix Marouani to New York for | 
conferences with Wm. Morris | 
office, which he represents in| 
Europe. 

Pierre Louis-Guerin giving Chaz | 
Chase a two months leave from 
his Lido to play a part in “Male 
War Bride” in London. 

Chaz Chase to Riviera instead of 
London for film chore, due to 








London 


Title of Bernard Shaw’s latest 
play is “Far Fetched Fables.” No 
plans set for its production date. 

Ruth Draper donating her salary 
for the last week of her season at 
the Haymarket to various charities, 
one of which is the Actors Orphan- 
age. 

Despite representations by the 
German Agents Assn., the 10-year 
British ban on German performers 
appearing in British vaudeville 
isn’t to be relaxed. ’ 

Robert Speaight leaving for 
Canada shortly, being nominated 
by the British Council to act as re- 
gional adjudicator for the Domin- 
ion Drama Festival. 

‘Clive Brook leaving “The Gio- 
‘conda Smile,” his role to be taken 
over by Andre Morell. Brook plans 
1a few months’ rest before he takes 
ithe play out to South Africa in the 
learly fall. 


Ischia, called “Christmas in Ischia,” 
for the Coronet Co. of Chicago. 

“Life With Father” in its third 
week at the Eliseo. This is the 
second time within two years for 
the Lindsay and Crouse play in 
Italian. Vittorio Gassman is 
Father. 2 

New openings here are the Ex- 
celsior club, ABC club at the Am- 
bassador hotel, 57 Club, and the 
Pleiadi. All have dancing, and fea- 
ture small orchestral combinations 
for music. 

Film producer Alexander Paal 
will be away from Rome for sev- 
eral weeks on business for his pic- 
ture, “A Tale of Five Cities.” He 
will be in London, Berlin, Vienna 
and Paris before returning to Italy. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees - 
Red Allen and J. C. Higgen- 
botham opened at the Dome. 





| Alee Guinness and Sophie Stew- 


“Red” Allen and J. C. Higgen- 


Ann Sheridan’s pneumonia, will! art will costar in a new Firth Shep- 
return to Lido in a month. |hard production, “The Human|nitery. 

Touch,” by J. Lee Thompson and; Connee Boswell, Frank Payne 
Dudley Leslie. Peter Ashmore will| and Harry Cool orchestra into Club 


'botham underlined for Dome 


Washington | 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Morton Downey Inaugural head- 


Billy Gould out of Roosevelt hos-| liner at Hotel Statler. 


pital after recent setback and re-| 


cuping at home. 


att in vaude. 

W. P. Montague, Jr., formerly 
assignment editor of Paramount 
newsreel, made assignment ed at 
Telenews, indie newsreel that sup- 
plies newsreels both for theatres 
and TV stations. 

Bob Gillham, 


Gould was for-| chain manager, heading ticket com- 
merly partnered with Valeska Sur- 


Frank. Boucher, 


mittee for Inaugural Gala. 

SIMPP’s Ellis Arnall attended | 
| Variety Club’s installation luncheon | 
|last week as guest of indie exhib 
| Sidney Lust. 


| Salle de Champagne, patterned 


| after Greenwich Village bistro of 


eastern pub-ad/same name, preemed here past| by Technicolor 


K-B theatre |‘ 


direct the play. 

G. Charles Shaw, for many years | 
with the Mechanical Copyrights | 
Protection Society, and _ subse-| 
quently with Gaumont British, has | 
joined Campbell, Connelly & Co. | 
in firm’s copyright division. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd. presenting | 


play by Cecil Beaton, photographer | 
and designer, who has also de- 


Gainsborough. 


Carnival. 

Anna Russell into Hotel Radis- 
son Flame Room with Mel Cooper 
orchestra. 

Frank Sinatra to appear gratis 
at Minneapolis March of Dimes 
ball Feb. 2. 

Metropolitan Opera Co., here for 


'“The Gainsborough Girls,” first} fifth annual oppearance May 12- 


14, presenting four operas. 
Alec Templeton soloist at Min- 


|signed settings and costumes. Sub- | neapolis Symphony Orchestra pen- 
|ject deals with life of the artist | sion fund benefit concert. 


Annual Twin City Shipstad- 


—— 


Hollywood 


Lassie is the father of nine more 
pups. 

Phyllis Coates divorced Richarg 
Bare. 

William Dieterle aired j 
Paris. > 


Quinn Martin hospitalized for 
surgery. ; 

Jim Lowery hospitalized for ® 
checkup. 

Marie McDonald hospitalized for 
minor surgery. 


Janis Paige to Chicago for th 
weeks at Oriental. - 


is Micheline Prelle. 


Montgomery Clift in from Switz. 
erland and points east. 


Eddie Cantor plotting a persona] 
appearance tour in spring. 

Henry Fondas selling their Cali- 
fornia home to live in Greenwich 
Conn. ' 
| Paul Kelly back after 68 weeks 
;}on the stage in “Command De. 
cision.” 

Walt Disney to Indiana to be 
| made honorary alumnus __ of 


| Purdue. 


| Jeanette MacDonald returned 
| from San Francisco where she gave 
a concert. 

Gradwell Sears and Arthur 
|Kelly in town for United Artists 
confabs. 

J. Cheever Cowdin and William 
A. Scully in town for UI studio 
huddles. 


Frank Capra back at his Para- 








New wages pact has been signed | Johnson “Ice Follies” engagement | mount desk after a week’s struggle 


with Assn. of! 


chief for Selznick Releasing Or-| Week on site of defunct Club Cairo.| Cinematograph and allied Tech-| 


ganization, in Washington to han- 
dle Shirley Temple broadcast for 
March of Dimes. Miss Temple is 
under pact to Selznick. ; 

Recently discovered self-portrait 
by Vincent Van Gogh, which has 
created a stir in world art circles, 
is owned by William Goetz, vice- 
prez of Universal-International. 
Painting is valued at $100,000. 

Jerry Mason resigned as asso- 
ciate editor of This Week mag to 
join Eddie Albert Productions 
(films) as executive vice-prexy. 
Both Albert and Mason will head- 
quarter in New York, where of- 
ficés will be set up in addition to 
the Hollywood base. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 


XEFI, Chihuahua City, closed by | 


a strike. 
Alfred Holguin, Selznick mana- 
ger, back from a trip to Texas. — 
Oscar J. Brooks, Mexican pic 
exec, recovering from an appen- 
dectomy. ; 
Maria Felix, top Mexican pic 
actress, tag stay-in Spain, where 
she’s making pix, until 1951. 
Actor Andres Soler, chief of the 


national actors union, doing well | 


heading a dramatic troupe on the 
road. 

Circo Atayde, Latin-American 
circus operated by four brothers 
and a sister, doing well in its fifth 
consecutive season here. 

M-G’s plans to make a tinter in 
Mexico about Gen. Emiliano Za- 
pata snarled by protest of Za- 
pata’s son, Congressman Nicolas 
Zapata of Morleos state. 

Federal Attorney General prob- 
ing charges of $390,000 (U. S.) 
shortage in savings fund of tech- 
nical and manual “workers locals 
of the Picture Production Workers 
Union (STPC). 

Cinematografica Grovas, pic pro- 
duction-distribution firm, has been 
organized by Jesus Grovas and 
Julio Bracho. Grovas recently sold 
his Producciones Grovas to Fer- 
nando de Fuentes, veteran director. 

Hector Dominguez Pingarron 
new chief of Peliculas Nacionales, 
distributors for four big pic pro- 
ducers. He succeeds Oscar J. 
Brooks, who’s forming a film pro- 
duction-distribution company with 
Felipe Mier. 


Paris 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 


Lucienne Boyer in at Ciro’s. 

Edith Piaf SRO for concert here 
in February. 

Rex Stewart to Amsterdam for | 
night club chores. 

Carreres throwing a dinner party 
for Katharine Dunham. 

Joseph Cotten back to Vienna to 
finish Korda’s “Third Man.” 

Al Hurwitz to London for audi- | 
tion in new West End play. | 

Garry Davis flooded with film 
offers from French producers. 

Yehudi Menuhin to give a con-! 
cert here Feb. 4 at Salle Pleyal. | 

Rene Frady and P. Guerin to. 
U. S. to book new show for the! 
Lido. 
Middleweight champ Marcel Cer- | 
dan now an actor in French. 
flicker. 

A French version of “Finian’s | 


i? Mig i M3 


at Arena here April 10-May 5. 
Closing of “Command Decision” 


Herman M. Parris named gen-/|nicians. Agreement covers 600 em-|in Detroit caused cancellation of 


|eral sales manager of WWDC, with | Ployees and wage increases of ap-|January date at Lyceum here. 


Helen K. Mobberly taking over as 
commercial manager of WWDC- 
FM. 


Ed Studney upped to post of | 
chief announcer at WOL-Mutual, | 
with Ray L. Hytchinson, ex of 
WARL, Arlington, Va., named to 
station’s announcing staff. 


Ted Granik’s Mutual airer, 
“American Forum of Air,” cele- | 
| brated its 21st anni with appear- | 
|ance of Rep. Emanuel Celler, who | 
| preemed program in 1928. | 
| Mary Pauline Perry, ex of Va-| 
RIETY’s Washington staff, gave up| 
her publicity bureau to become 
publicity director for WMAL-ABC 
and for the web in Washington. 

Floyd Brooker, film chief for U. 
S. Dept. of Agriculture, used 
Metro’s “Story That Couldn’t Be 
Printed” and Warner’s “Give Me 
Liberty” to illustrate his lecture 
last week before Washington’s Mo- 
' tion Picture Council. 


Tokyo 


By Russell Splane 





possibilities in Nippon. 


Dwight B. Herrick, former NBC 
night executive officer in N. Y., 
in Tokyo to start new job as public 
service program officer in radio: 
branch of SCAP’s Civil Informa-. 
tion and Education section. - 

Femme film stars in Nippon con-| 
tinue to outshine male screen per- 
formers in earning power. Tokyo 
Tax Bureau figures released re- 
cently reveal four actresses paying 
more than 1,000,000 yen ($4,000) 
income tax, and only three actors. 





| Buenos Aires 


Monroe Isen of Universal to) 
tie ed on first lap of trek to! 
Warbler Charlo, signed by Radio | 
_Belgrano for Federal Soap broad-| 
casts. ° 

Actor Fernando Ochoa leaving | 
to do legit work with Lola Mem- 
brives in Madrid. 

_ Zully Moreno inked for principal | 
‘role in “Waltz,” Sono-Film’s first | 
| pie production of 1949. 

Amadeo F. Ottalagano, former | 

Rades web announcer, to work in| 





By Maxime de Beix | BBC's Latin-American division in’ is 
| London. | Roman barber shops are doing a | 


Ave Ninchi, Italian cinemactress, 
returns to Italy after making pic-| 
ture with Aldo Fabrizzi in Buenos | 

ires. 

P. Walter Jacob, director of In-| 
dependent German theatre in Bue- 
nos Aires, to visit Germany and 
Switzerland. .« . 

Cinemactor Hugo del Carril will 
be leaving for Spain, France and, 
Italy late in February, and plans | 
staying away from Argentina for a 
whole year, making pix abroad. | 

Emelco studios have just put the 
finishing touches to its latest pro- 
duction, “Vidalita,” a historical | 
opus, which has Mirtha Legrand 
and Narciso Ibanez Menta as its 
chief attractions. Emelco is now 
the property of the Argentine Cen- 
tral Bank, with Kurt Loew, its! 
former prexy, 
manager. 


Robert Snody, 20th-Fox advance | 
| agent, here to explore film-making | 


acting as general | Alvey will produce and film a docu-! ning from his Supper Clu 


{mentary picture on the Isle of. 


proximately 8% will cost the com- | 
pany annually $100,000. | 

John Abbott, director and gen- 
eral manager of the music publish- | 


| ing house of Francis Day & Hun- 


er, has resigned after 50 years’! 


pany as consultant director. Secre- 
tary J. R. Thackeray becomes gen- 
eral manager. 

Arthur Dent, former founder- 
director of Associated British Pic- | 
ture Corp., who has been engaged | 
in indie production during the past | 
few months, has completed a pro- | 


gram of five pix and is branching | , 


out into direct distribution within 
the next week or two. 


Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Eddie King fronting his own 
band at the Click. ; 
Howard Lanin office here is 
working up a television program 
to feature Pat Harrington. 
Members of Philadelphia Or- 
chestra voted in favor of making 
the British Isles tour this spring. 





press agent and manager of Locust 
Street, to Saranac, N. Y., sani- 
tarium. 

George Alabama Florida, press 
agent for Blackstone’s “Show of) 
1001 Wonders,” celebrated 50. 
years of tubthumping at Sylvania. | 

Harry Nason, former managing | 
editor (N. Y. Post and Philly Rec- | 
ord), named public relations di- | 
rector for the Republican City | 
Committee. 

_Val Tino, who opened as the 
singing-pianist at Embassy recent- 
ly, is the headliner at new show 
that costars Marilyn Russell, 
former Vaughn Monroe canary. 

Mae West made one of her rare | 
public appearances last week to | 
sign up girl workers for the March | 
of Dimes’ theatre collection drive. 
Publicity stunt made all the | 
dailies, but the star nixed televi- | 
sion. 








Rome 


Gregor Rabinovitch and _ wife 
back from a visit to Sicily. 
; Director Henry King will stay | 
in Rome another two weeks be- 
fore going to Hollywood. 


20th Fox’s “The Prince of Foxes” 
completely finished now and the | 





thriving business. | 


Carlo Levi's “Christ Stopped at, 
Eboli” will be made into a film 
here by E.N.I.C. (Ente Nazionale. 
Industrie Cinematograficae), 

“I Giorni Della Vita” (literal | 
translation: “The Days of the! 
Life”), by William Saroyan, is at | 
the Little theatre of Rome. 

Thornton Wilder in Milan to at- 
tend a special performance of his 
play, “Skin of Our Teeth,” being 
presented for the first time in| 
Italy. é 

Tennessee Williams is in Rome, | 
conferring with producer Luchino |! 
Visconti about the forthcoming | 
Italian production of “Streetcar | 
Named Desire.” | 

Charles Rutherford and Glenn 


Mark Wilson, veteran theatrical | 





Judith Anderson in “Medea” in- 
to Lyceum Jan. 19-22 as second 
gs ae Guild subscription offer- 
ng. 

Ring & Lamb guest stars with new 
Dorothy Lewis ice show, “Belles 


| service, but remains with the com-|and Beaux,” at Hotel Nicollet Min- 


nesota Terrace. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 


Reuben Rabinovitch in town 


drum-beating “High Button Shoes.” | 


Contemporary Dance _ Assn. 
cital in the spring. 

Paula Caputo has joined her sis- 
ter, Felicia Conde, in the Charles 
Weidman dance troupe. 

Jackie Hellef had a relapse from 
flu attack and had to bow out of 
|Carousel for another week. 
| Raul and Eva Reyes headlining 
'show at Terrace Room, their first 
itime at William Penn hotel. 
| Eddie Foy, Jr., in “High Button 
Shoes,” just booked into Nixon for 
two weeks beginning Jan. 31. 

Tommy Carlyn’s mother to Bill 

reen’s to hear his band, first time 
| She’s ever been in a night club. 

Bernie Armstrong, KDKA musi- 
cal director, and his wife cele- 


| 
| 


\brated their 17th wedding anni. 


Sam DeFazio, manager of Harris, 
and Gus Davis, of Coop booking 
staff, hacked ribs in falls on ice. 

Flu bug hung onto Jackie Heller 
and forced him to cancel out of 
WDTV’s inaugural television show. 

Howard Crombie, 


at Tionesta, Pa., while there on 
business. 

Lee Sabinson flew in from N. Y. 
to throw belated New Year's party 
for entire company of “Finian’s 


Rainbow.” 
Dallas 


Jack Nye band -replaced Chick 
Floyd in the Mural Room at Baker 


| hotel Jan. 7. 


Bredice and Olsen opened at the 
Suburban Club. Andy Rice con- 
tinues as emcee. 

Johnny Bachemin opens Jan. 10 
at Abe’s Colony Club with Ceegan 
and Bobby Peters. 

Bobbie and Nornie Dwyer into 
Pappy’s Showland on same bill 
with Eunice Lake, Tony Lane and 
Jimmy Thornhill band. 

The Century Room of the Adol- 
phus hotel closes for two weeks for 
redecoration job. When.the room 
reopens Dot Franey will be on deck 
with a new edition of her Ice 


Portland 


Hazel Scott set for concert at 
Auditorium. 


Russ Morgan in for a one 
nighter at McElroy’s. 
Ben Yost Royal Guards at 


Amato’s Supper Club. 

Jack Teagarden and Louis Arm- 
strong scheduled to play at Palaise 
Royal Ballroom. 

Jack and Jill’s Elations shut- 
ters after 20 years. Ditto the 
Rose Bowl of Multnomah Hotel. 

George Amato is poem 
jockey show every Sunday eve- 
with 
Sammy Taylor of Station KWJJ. 


inging Lin Pei Fin here for re-} 


) Monogram | 
| salesman, broke his leg in a fall board of Aussie film censors, bowed 


a disk | 


with flu. 


| Carl Post ankled the Goldwyn 
studio to represent Screen Direc- 
tors Guild. 

Jane Wyman was 
“Woman of the Year” by Delta 
Theta Tau sorority. 

Barbara Long and Marshall 
Thompson took out a marriage li- 
cense in Santa Monica. 

Jean Negulesco presented 300 
sketches drawn for “Johnny 
Belinda” to UCLA for study. 

Laurence W. Beilenson resigned 
as general counsel for the Screen 
Actors Guild after 16 years. 

Joan Fontaine and Hedda Hop- 
per back in town after being snow- 
| bound for three days in Apple Val- 


acclaimed 





ey. 
| N. Peter Rathvon returned from 
| Mexico City where he conducted 


| “gp business for Floyd Od- 
um. 


| Gov. Earl Warren invited to at- 
| tend the first Annual Award din- 
|ner of Academy of Television Arts 
|and Sciences. 

| Elsa Lanchester will do a bene- 
fit for the March of Dimes at Long 
Beach, Jan. 24, her first public ap- 
| pearance aside from Turnabout 
theatre in five years. 

Frank Capra, Celeste Holm, Art 
Arthur, Roy Brewer, Alice Evans 
Field and George Wasson will be 
;consultants on films at UNESCO 
conference this week. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Terrific biz for Metro’s “Julia 
Misbehaves” at Liberty, Sydney. 


Colonel Hurley, longtime on the 





out. 


Carroll Rheinstrom, prexy _ of 
Maefadden Publications, visiting 
here. 

Eric Collins has resigned from 
Hoyts. Was formerly advertising 
director of RKO. 

“Present Laughter” will go on 
the road for Fuller-Carroll after 
current Melbourne hit run. 

David N. Martin, head of the 
Tivoli vaude loop, is still dicker- 
ing with Danny Kaye for an Aussie 
run. 

Bob Geraghty doing fine with 
floor shows in lush Queensland 
Seen resort of Surfers’ Para 
se. 


Kiwis, soldier concert troupe, 
after two years in Melbourne, bow 
into Empire, Sydney, for J. C. Wil 
liamson. 

Ben J. Edwards, British tele- 
vision topper, is here for talks wit 
government officials covering the 
setting up of video in Aussie. 

Cecil Marks, onetime UA reP 
here and lately in the insurance 
biz, has joined the Korda organr 
zation as general sales manager. 

J. H. Roberts, top London char, 
acter actor, will play a series ° 
comedies, including “Fly Away 
Peter,” in the Aussie zone this yea 


Gladys Moncrieff will probably 
rejoin J. C. Williamsons for “Song 
of Norway.” Star has been playing 
around the indie zones for som 
time. 

“Spring in Park Lane,” _ 
Neagle-Michael Wilding costar 
is first pic to get under way — 
on new Alexander Korda distr ith 
tion setup after his break W 
20th-Fox, 


5 we 





~~ 


iF oo 


Micheline Presle’s new film name . 
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oined his brother, the late Jacob | 





WILLIE HOWARD 
Willie Howard, 62, vet comedian, 
died Jan. 14 in New York after a 
prief illness. 
(Further details on page 2. 


FRANK SMITHSON 
Frank Smithson, 88, veteran 
roducer who directed over 250 





OBITUARIES 





roductions prior to his retirement 
15 years ago, died in New. York, | 
Jan. 15. . 

Smithson, born in Ireland, made | 
a reputation as an actor and pro-| 


ducer in London before coming to| 
U. S. in 1888 to stage the musical, | 
“The Girl from Paris,” at Herald | 
Square, N. Y., where it ran three} 
years. ; 

In later years he had directed 
roductions for Eddie Foy, Marie | 
ressler, James T. Powers and 


| 


} 


Southern radio broadcaster, died 
in Greensboro, N. C., Jan. 13. 


He became publisher of the'| 


Greensboro Record in 1924 and 
continued in that capacity until 
1927 when the newspaper was sold 
to the Bryant and Thomason in- 
terests. Major Ridge then helped 
organize the North Carolina Broad- 
casting Co., one of the pioneer 
stations in North Carolina, which 
operated WBIG-CBS:. 

He continued as head of the or- 
ganization until his death. 

Survived by wife and a sister. 





NOSMO KING 
Nosmo King, 63, British stage 
and radio star, whose family name 
was Vernon Watson, died in Lon- 
don, Jan. 13. He had arranged to 
attend the funeral of his long-time 


THE FAMILY OF THE LATE 


WILLIE HOWARD 


Deeply appreciate 


the kind messages 


of condolence from the countless 
friends of our brother. 


others. He also directed produc- 
tions for the late Charles B. 
Dillingham and the Shuberts. 
During the early years of mo-| 
tion pictures, he produced and di- 
rected for the old Edison Co. and 





Mack Sennett. He was a life 
member of The Lambs. 
Survived by two sons. 

ROBERT EVERETT 

Robert Everett, 74, who had 


been an authority in the produc- 
tion of Gilbert & Sullivan operet- 
tas, died in London, Jan. 16. 
Everett originally started out as 
an actor with the D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. in 1893, appearing in 
many of Gilbert & Sullivan works. 
After a tour of the provinces, he 
went to London with the comnany. 
Subsequently he became managing 
director of Daly’s Theatre, Lon-| 
don, where he produced “Maid of | 
the Mountains,” which had a three- 





| 


26 YEARS PASSED AWAY | 


DAVID POWELL 





EUGENE HOWARD 


ing British comedian, who had died 


several days previously, when 
death overtook him. a had 
apparently been in good health 


and had participated in a radio 
program for British Broadcasting 
Corp. the night prior to his death. 
King began his career during 
the first World War as an imper- 
sonator. He had appeared in three 
Command Performances, 


WILLIAM CUTTY 

William Cutty, 71, who for many 
years headed the musical act 
known as the Six Musical Cuttys, 
died in New York, Jan. 11. The 
act comprised Cutty’s brothers and 
sisters, who played a variety of mu- 
sical instruments, and had been a 
standard on top vaude circuits 





| both here and abroad. 


Following the decline of vaude, 
the act was disbanded and Cutty 
became musical director for road 
shows. 

Survived by wife, son, brother 
and sister. 





JAZBO FULKERSON 


"| _ MRS. 
friend, Tommy Handley, top-rank- | 


vene, in Buffalo about 17 years 
ago. They 2 nee ga the Academy 
here until about six months ago 
when he retired. 





HARRY HIRSH 


delphia exhibitor, died Jan. 10 in 
Atlantic City, where he made his 
home. 

Hirsh, who was president of the 
Hirsh Amus. Co., operated four 
theatres in Philly. 

Survived by a son and 
daughters. 





GILBERT L. BECKER 

Gilbert L. Becker, office man- 
ager for Metro in Detroit since 
| 1930, died over the weekend fol- 
|lowing a protracted illness. He 
| joined the old Goldwyn company 
in 1922, in the booking department 
at Albany. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
daughters. 





WILLIAM H. BEYER 

William H. Beyer, 58, who for 
| many years had toured vaude as a 
member of the American Comedy 
Four, died at his home in Baldwin, 
|L. IL., Jan. 1: After his retirement 
| from show business in 1937 he had 
| engaged in commercial pursuits. 
| Survived by wife. 





| ARTHUR WANZER 
Arthur Wanzer, screen actor and 
former vaudevillian, died recently 


Harry Hirsh, 63, pioneer Phila-. 


two | 











Study Hayworth Situation 


Continued from page 1 








| manship of Motion Picture Assn. producers to discipline players whe 


However, it crops up merely as 
the latest in a series of escapades 
by name players that has kept 
Hollywood in a jam public rela- 
tions-wise for months on end. 


of America prexy Eric Johnston. overstep bounds of propriety. 


Rocky Mountain’ group also 
voted approval of National Allied’s 
resolution protesting forced per- 
centage terms by major distribs 
and asked all exhibs to give either 


Actions of the stars, running the a day’s, night’s or matinee’s re- 


/gamut from drunken-driving raps ceipts to the March of Dimes. More 


married man, have aroused public 
and exhibitor opinion to the point 
where upper-echelon industryites 
have the subject foremost in their 
minds. National Allied, one of the 
nation’s foremost exhib organiza- 
tions, recently adopted a proposal, 
labeled the Finneran plan, calling 
for the Motion Picture Producers 
Assn. to suspend or expel erring 
players. 

Decision by the producers on 
steps to be taken is a difficult one, 
as no studio wants to eliminate 
from its ranks a star whose name 
'may be of considerable value. 
| Likewise, there are varied legal 


| 


to marijuana raids to kicking a/than 40 theatres in the area have 
/cop in the shins, and now Miss agreed to do so. 
Hayworth’s open romance with a| 





Hold Up Report 
Washington, Jan. 18. 
Row among the members of the 
old House Un-American Activities 
Committee is holding up issuance 


| of the committee’s report to Con- 


gress. Report deals in part with 
the probe in the Hollywood Red 
situation in 1947 and 1948. 

Action of the Democratic lead- 
ership last week in cleaning out 
all but one Democratic member of 
the committee and nominating a 
clean, new slate of lawyers is ex- 


| pected to assure future witnesses 


| considerations and always*the pos- | 


sibility that the player will be 
picked up by an indie or non- 
MPPA member, so that the move 


|in Hollywood. Before moving to, Will have accomplished little. 
However, with pressure growing | 


Hollywood to appear in two-reel 


shorts for Pathe in 1930, he was a! from 


exhib organizations 


member of the vaude team of Ar-| threatening to hit the b.o., with 


| thur Wanzer and Maybelle Palmer. 





Ww. H. DONALDSON 
Mrs. William H. Donaldson, 84, 


women’s organizations, civic 
| groups and religious bodies talk- 
ing boycott resolutions, the whole 
subject is certain for a careful 


widow of the founder of The Bill-| going over at the Florida sessions. 
board, died at the home of her Among the problems to be met is | 


daughter, Mrs. Marjorie Littleford 
at Ft. Thomas, Ky., Jan. 12. 
| Until 1939 she had been vice- 
president of the publication. 





JOE GROSSMAN 


| 1927, died of a heart attack in Lon- 
'don, Jan. 18. 








it. 
Mother of Richard F. Walsh,|"" 
| president of the International A\l- | 
| liance of Theatrical Stage Em-| 


the further muddying of the 


before the committee a fairer op- 
portunity to tell their stories, 
While no further investigation into 


| Hollywood during the 8lst Con- 


and | 


gress is indicated at this time, the 
witnesses would obviously be 
handled differertly, if there should 
be a renewed exploration of the 
Coast situation. 





MARRIAGES 


Wanda Hendrix to Audie Mur- 


| phy, Hollywood, Jan. 8. Both are 


waters by the deliberate decision | 


of RKO’s new eontrolling stock- 
|} holder, Howard Hughes, to start 
| Robert Mitchum in a film just a 


; 'few days before his trial on the, 
| Joe Grossman, studio manager of | dope rap. On the Hayworth mat-| 
\the Elstree studios of the Asso- ter, Harry Cohn, prez of Columbia, 
|ciated British Pictures Corp. since! ypich has the star under contract. 


said this week he wasn’t certain 
_ what he would or could do about 


British Rap 
Possibly the harshest criticism 


| ployees, died Jan. 11 in Brooklyn. | of the actress came last week 
|Survived by three daughters and| from England. The People, popu- 


| four other sons. 
| 


| 
| 





Mother, 91, of Viola Roache, 


‘legit actress, and grandmother of 


| Philippa Bevans, 
tress, died in Yorkshire, England, 
'Jan. 11. 





|lar Sunday paper there, head- 
| lined: “This Affair Is an Insult to 
| All Decent Women.” It slated that 
“this is the last time that this 


umns details of the squalid love 
affair of film star Rita Hayworth 
,and Prince Aly Khan.. 


Mother, 90, of Lester Santley, We believe the extravagant expedi- 


legit-radio ac- Newspaper will report in its col-| 


. because | 


film players. 

Mary Affleck to Curley Bradley, 
Chicago, Jan. 8. Bride is a pro- 
ducer at WGN, Chi; he’s a radio ac- 
tor. 

Mrs. Susan Bassett to Jack 
Buchanan, Salisbury, Conn., Jan, 
14. He’s the British legit actor. 

Virginia Cebelli to Kenneth Le 
Roy, Chicago, Jan. 11. Both are 
ene in “Brigadoon,” current in 

‘hi. ° 

Blythe Miller to Jack Grogan, 
| New York, Jan. 8. He’s production 
|manager and senior director for 
| station WNEW, N. Y. 

Betty Jane Butler to Keenan 
Wynn, Tijuana, Mexico, Jan. 11. 
He’s stage and screen actor and 
son of Ed Wynn, comedian. 

Joanne Du Bois to Chappie 
Lewis, Philadelphia, Jan. 19. Bride 
is a dancer; he’s member of the 
vaude team of Lewis & Van. 

Venetia E. Penna to Wally J. 
Beach, Springfield, Mass., Dec. 29. 
Both are with Eugene Murphy Pro- 
ductions in that city. 

Dina Skouras to William H. Old- 
know, Hollywood, Jan. 15. Bride 


’ 


Ralph Fulkerson, 44, who under 
| professional tag of Jazbo had been 
'a clown with rodeo shows, was 
| killed in an auto accident in Texas, 
Jan. 12. 

Fulkerson became a rodeo rider 
‘when a youth, but’ eventually 
| switched to the clown angle where- 
in he would tease bulls and seek 
| refuge in an especially constructed 
‘barrel. Animal's attempt to ferret 
| him out of his refuge was a howl 
with many shows in which he ap- 
peared. 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 





A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled; 
A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


Your son, Jack. 


JACK POWELL and FAMILY 








year run. Later he took over the 
Gaiety, London, retiring in 1925. | 

In the 32 years as actor and pro- | 
ducer he had built up an enviable 
reputation with London audiences. 


HARRY LEAVITT 


pany manager and advance man 
'for legit productions, died of heart 


Harry Leavitt, 69, veteran com-| 


of Santley-Joy, Inc., music pub-| tions of this Indian prince and his | : 0 
| lishers. died in New York, Jan. 13. | ‘friend’ have become an insult to) 1s a niece of Spyros Skouras, prez 
| Another son, Joseph H. Santley, decent-minded women the world Of 20th-Fox; he’s an_ exhibitor. 
-and a daughter also survive her. | over.” | 5, ulaine Reagle to Billy Cosgrove, 

Sheet then went on for a col- Secu take bride Rave be bo 
Mother, 87, of Dr. Harry Martin,, umn or more to recount the affair. | ft as member of Reagle Sisters. 
20th-Fox studio physician, and This capitalizing on star behavior, Fiorence Whitney Morse to Rich- 

mother-in-law of Louella Parsons, is a reflection of the exhib attitude | ard Webb, Hollywood, Jan. 15. 
Hollywood columnist, died in Hol- in the U. S. While the theatre Bride is a publicist; he’s a film 
lywood, Jan. 17. operators in their meetings adopt actor. 
| resolutions condemning ~the play- ‘ wt Culenae to ge Last- 

«ne ers’ activities, they almost invari- foge!l. Chicago. Jan. . fe is m 
int ate HecHion BM: shy “move to take ‘advantage, of the chicago Wiliam Morris Agency. 

‘ture Center, was killed accident- the publicity to book pix in which big sod ee ee a a 
ally, Jan. 10, in Berkeley, Cal. the players are versiges The hime He's - aie ramen Boe weeds cters 
| | usually do well, too, which has le ess . a ; : 

toa facetious ‘corruption of that yS2"@ Lamport, to, Louis Azrael 

There's noth- columnist for the Baltimore News- 
that a good picture won't poct. 














| Daughter, 7, of Jack Harris, exec °° * . ca eae 
with Walter Reade Theatres, died a industry line: 


In 1913 he came to U. S. to play 
in “The Doll Girl.” While here he | 


‘ailment at his home in New York, 
| Jan. 12. 


Jan. 12 in Atlantic City. 





cure.” 


During his long tenure in show | 
usiness he had worked as com-' 
pany manager and advance agent. 
for A. H. Woods, William &. Brady | 
SAMMY WRIGHT ,and other producers. More re-| 
Sammy Wright, 65, veteran vaude cently he had been a cashier at | 
and burlesque comedian, died after N. Y. and Long Island race tracks. 
® heart attack in New York, Jan.|; Survived by a brother, Leo 7 


also appeared in “Suzi” at the old | 4 
Casino theatre, N. Y,. 





Wright, who specialized in Jew- | 
and German dialect roles, had 
Pe in burlesque the greater part | 
his career, mostly on the old | 
olumbia wheel. His last as-| 
Senment was with the George) 
tone-Etta Pillard show in 1930. | 
nrg then he had made intermit- | 
pos vaude appearances with differ- 
rn eertmers. More recently he had 
lee numbers at the Bowery Fol-| avitt, a clerk at the Lambs Club, 
nitery, N. Y., and for moun-|N, Y. 
“si resort spots in the summer. ' 
urvived by a brother and sister. AL BLOCK 


Al Block, 51, screen writer, died 
All ALLEN ATWATER of pneumonia Jan. 14 in Los An- 
ager oF Atwater, 60, company man- | geles. 
atre Chives” at Blackstone the- | Formerly a  newspaperman, | 
tack then $0 died of a heart at- Block was the son of the late Bruno 
At ere Jan. 14. | Lessing, columnist. In recent years | 
sae had handled tours of he had been Metro's representative 
ohn Gin Cornell, Maurice Evans,|to the film industry’s production 
Judith lelgud, Bullet Theatre and | code administration. | 
in sh Anderson in his 25 years | poral | 
Survive usiness. PHILIP LAVENE | 
urviving are his wife and son. 


Philip Lavene. oe, ees | 
’ ied ¢ o, N. Y., 
Ma MAJOR EDNEY RIDGE |atre owner, died at Buila 


|Jan. 12. 
hewspa 






IN MEMORIAM 
DOUGLAS GILBERT 


Sept. 17th, 1889 - Jan. 19th, 1948 


| 











or Edney Ridge, 65, former! After managing theatres in To- 
Per publisher and pioneer ronto for many years Lavene. 


by legislation, or 


New popular version of that gag 
now making the rounds, since the 
/success of Mitchum’s “Blood on 
'the Moon” and “Rachel and the 

Father, 78, of Richard Wallace, Stranger,” is: “Theres’ no picture | 
film director, died in Hollywood, that a good marijuana raid won't | 
Jan. 16. cu 


Mother, 64. of Jack Gross, RKO 
producer, died Jan. 10 in Holly- 
wood. 





re. | 








Mitchum Back to Work 


Hollywood, Jan. 18. | 

Howard Hughes, RKO topper, 

Father, 80, of dancer Tony de put a definite resumption date on 

Marco, died in Buffalo Jan. 18. “Big Steal,’ Robert Mitchum 

starrer, ordering it before cameras 
| next Monday (24). 

Hughes said the studio had ex- 
pected the actor’s trial on charges 
of conspiracy to possess marijuana | 
would last two weeks, hence work 
was cancelled. Since Mitchum 


Father, 79, of Al Tucker, band-| 
leader, died in New York, Jan. 13. | 














. 
Heiman Row : 
Continued from page — 


position from the start has been 


that our racial policy would be pleaded guilty, pic can resume, 
changed only if (1) the general but it took several days to swing 
policy is changed in Washington Pack into production. 

(2) if business 
and civic groups will remove racial 
restrictions. Therefore the _ the-| 
atre has been obliged to stop offer- 
ing legitimate attractions.” 

National has been operating in 
recent months as a two-a-day pic- 
ture house at roadshow prices. 
However, it is now understood to 
be readying a switch to a straight 
grind policy similar to that of the 
other firstrun houses in midtown. 








Denver Wants ‘Finneran’ 
Denver, Jan. 18. 


tain Theatres, meeting here yes- 
terday (Monday), approved a reso- 
lution of National Allied regard- 
ing the “Finneran Plan.” The na- 


tion in New Orleans at the end 
of November, supported the Fin- 
neran idea calling for Hollywood 


tional organization, at its conven-. 


| daughter, 
|Father’s director for Eddie Hub- 


Rosa Lind Davila to Raul Cortex, 
Jr., San Antonio, Jan. 16. He’s son 
of owner of KCOR and associated 
in the station. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tunison, 
Aurora, Ill, Jan. 4 





bard’s WIND disk show. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Tusher, son, 
Hollywood, Jan. 1. Father is a 
radio publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barnes Breeskin, 
son, Washington, D. C., Jan. 12. 
Father is a bandleader; mother is 
Dolores Dupont, former actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Robson, 
daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 13, 
Father is a screen director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Rizzo, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Jan. 7. Father's a 
musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bund Mayer, 
daughter, Baltimore, Jan. 10. 
Mother’s former Nannette Stein- 
hauser, daughter of Si Steinhauser, 
Pittsburgh Press radio. ed; father 


_used to be a WB manager in Pitt. 
Directors of Allied Rocky Moun-' 


Mr. and Mrs. Philip Huston, 
daughter, New York, Jan. 15. 
Mother is former Diane Gardiner, 
British actress; father is stage and 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Packard, 
son, Hollywood, Jan. 16. Mother 
is daughter of J. Arthur Rank, 
British film exec; father is a Holly- 
wood film producer, 
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FLORABEL MUIR—DAILY VARIETY—Andy and Della Rus- 
sell stood them on their heads at El Rancho Vegas with 
their songs. 


HERB STEIN-HOLLYWOOD REPORTER—A sensational run 
by Andy and Della Russell. 


JACK CORTEZ—BOULDER CITY NEWS—Andy Russell and 
his beautiful wife Della stopped the show cold. Della is 
wonderful as his partner. What a team they are!!! 


OMAR BRADLEY—CLEVELAND PRESS—The Russells routine 
is now on view built around the singing ability of both of 
them and the fact that Russell, although he has kept his 
talent hidden until now, is quite a mimic. 


Personal Manager: 


* 
GEORGE BULLETS DURGOM 
8580 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Calif. 





Copy of wire to: George Durgom, 8580 Sunset, 
Hollywood, California. 


Dear Bullets: Della and Andy Russell were sensational here at 
the El Rancho in their smart, new, night club offering. Andy's 
fine reputation as a singer preceded him, but the combination 
of Andy and Della, in my opinion, makes this one of the out- 
standing night club attractions in the country. They can return 
to the El Rancho whenever you have an open date. Sincerely, 


BERNARD H. van der STEEN, 
El Rancho Vegas—Las Vegas, Nev. 


Thank you Mr. van der Steen and the people, who packed the 
El Rancho Vegas to see Andy and Della Russell’s opening 
night act. 


Your booking the Russells gave me an opportunity to prove that 
their act is one of the smartest in. show business. 


Sincerely, 
“BULLETS.” 


Thanks to Nick Castle of 20th Century-Fox, for staging the 
routines, to Earl Brent of MGM for his writing, to Jack Brooks, 
of Universal International, for his special material, and to 
Johnny Richards, for the fine music arrangements. 


Y"DELLA RUSSELL 


EXCERPTS FROM REVIEWS AND RAVES OF THE CRITICS 


VARIETY—WEEKLY—Crooner’s new side is unveiled when 
Russell demonstrates the styles of Tony Martin, Frankie 
Laine, Dick Haymes and Al Jolson. Impressions are more 
than superficial and get rewarding applause. 


JACK WORFEL— CLEVELAND PRESS—Mrs. Russell is the 
answer to a television tube’s prayer. Their act, incident- 
ally, was written, designed and polished in Hollywood, 
and has all the smoothness of one of the better film shorts. 


GLENN PULLEN—CLEVELAND PRESS—His manner is in- 
gratiatingly casual. Excellent teamwork is displayed by 
the Russells, 


EDITH GWYNN-—LA DAILY MIRROR—Andy Russell and his 
wife Della are a smash success at the El Rancho Vegas. 


Hear ANDY and DELLA RUSSELL’S Latest Release for Capitol—"Rosita and Joe” and “Is It Yes” 


Agent: 
WM. MORRIS 
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